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DIREGTIONS 


For a Comfortable = 0 


WI ius with GOD. 


GEN. vi. 8, 9. 


Bur Noah feund Grace in the Eyes f 
the Larn. 1. An oldies 
Theſe are the G enerations of Noah: 


Noah «cas a juſt Man and perfect in his 
Generations, and Noah walked with Gop. 


e Degeneration, and" Seinen, eng 

| eneration 

8 I ſtands an illuſtrious Star, ſhining fair, 

ZE in the darkeſt Midnight of Satan's uni- 
verſal Reign; I mean Neah, a Preach 

& of * to whoſe Family alone, the 


yy A3 true 


if 
1 
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j 


true Warſhip of Gop was confin'd, LE eo 


World belides lay drown'd in Idalatry and Pa- 
Cale ot W x Son to be fwallow'd 1. in an. aphid 
ve of 


— 


Now in this Story of Noah, fo highly x CH 
with Freedom from the ſinful 8 of thoſe 
deſperate Times, and happily exempted from the 


| 1 upon the Earth, I conſider, 


4. Tur Cabſe of ſoch a 122 bleſſed pre- 
ſet vation; which was the free Grace and Favour 
of Gop: But Noah ſaund Grace in the Eyes of the 
Lorp, ver. 8. 


2. Tg Renown of N:ahb's Name: In that he 
ſtands here as the Father of the new World: Theſe 
are the Generations of Noah, ver. g. | 


3 Taz Deſcription, 1. of Neah's Perſonal Good- 
neſs: 2. Of his Preſervation: 3. Of his Poſterity. 


His Perſonal Deſcription ſtands in the End of 
ver. 9. Noah was a juft Man, and perfect in his 
Generations; and Noah walked with God. Where 
we find him honour'd with three noble Attributes, 
which make up the Character of -a compleat 
Chriſtian.” 1. . Honeſty. . 2. Uprightneſs. 3. Pi- 
ety. And they reccive much tre from a Cir- 
cumftance of Time: In his Generations : Which 
were many and _—_ corrupt. 


W1iTHOUT further unfolding my Text, I 
collect from the Point, — I find Gov's 
Free Grace to be the Ges of Noahs Preſerva- 

tion;) That the Free Grace and Favour of Gop, 
is the firſt Mover and Fountain of all our Good. 
All Praiſe then is due unto JEHovan, the W 
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of all our Good, the Fauntain of all-our Bliſs, the 
| Well-ſpring of -Life, we live, and move, 
0 and have our Being; our natural Being, the Being 
l of our outward State; our gracious Being, the E- 
N verlaſtingneſs of our glorious State. Were the 
holieſt Heart —— — to the vaſt Com- 
prehenſion of this great World's Wideneſs; nay, 
made capable of all the glorious Hallalmj abs, offer- 
ed to IEHOVARH, both by all the militant and tri- 
umphant Church; yet would it come infinitely 
ſhort of ſufficiently magnifying, admiring, and 
adoring the inexplicable Myſtery, and bottomleſs 
Depth of this free Mercy of Gop, the Fountain, 
and firſt Mover of all our Good! We may, and 
are bound to bleſs Gop, ſor all the Means, Inſtru- 
ments, and ſecond Cauſes, whereby it pleaſeth Him 
to convey good Thi unto us: But we muſt 
reſt principally at the Well-head of all our Wel- 
fare, JEHOVAH, bleſſed forever. We receive a 
— Deal of Comfort and Reftreſhment from the 
oon and Stars; but we muſt chiefly thank the Sun: 
| From the great Rivers alſo; but the Main Sea is 
the Fountain. Angels, Minifters, and Men may 
pleaſure us; but Jenov a ny is the Principal. Let 
us then imitate thoſe Lights of Heaven, and Ri- 
Ng the Good we can with 
e Things Gon hath given us by his In- 
— — All the — unto 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and Sea of our Salva- 
tion. . 191 e ba 1 , IC 2 r 


% 
* 


SE W2 4% HIT ISSUES ONE e IK Ango! 
From the Second Point in theſe Words: Thee 
are the Generations of Noah; (whereas the Memo- 

| rial of all the Families upon Earth beſides, lay 
buried in the Gulph of everlaſting Oblivion, 
their Bodies in the univerſal Grave of Waters; the 
Family of Neah, is not only preſerved; but his 


XI 
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| ye 71 the Life that now 1s, and of that which is ta 
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Generations regiſter'd in the Book of God, and 
convey'd along towards the Loxp L as his 
Progenitors, and Precedent Royal Line) 1 ob- 
ferve, That perſonal Goodneſs is a good Means 
to bring Safety, Honour, and many comfortable 


Ry upon Poſterity. Becauſe, 


r. PARENTS profeſſing Religion in Truth, 
make Conſcience of praying for their Children, 
before they have them, as did H/aac and Hannah: 
When they are quick in the Womb, as did Rebec- 
hah: When they are born, as did Zachariab: In 
the whole Courſe of their Life, as did Job: At their 
Death, as did //aac. And Prayers, we know, are 
either for the purchaſing of all Favours at the 
Hands of Gop, — for ourſelves, or others, the 
moſt ſovereign . we can 1 uſ. 


2. Gobry ces” do inbnitcly more deſire to 
ſce the true Fear of Gon planted in their Children's 
Hearts, than the Diadem of the whole Earth ſet 
upon their Heads. And therefoxe«their principal 
Care is, by good Example, religious Education, 
daily Inſtruction, loving Admonitions, ſeaſonable 
Reproots, Reſtraint from wicked Company, and 
by all the deareſt Means, and utmoſt Endeavours, 
to leave them gracious, when they go out of this 
World. And Godlineſs (faith Paul) hath the Pro- 


ives — and full Intereſt to all the true 


— 1 and Comforts, which are to be 
had in Heaven or in Earth. u 


Wr have, Thirdly, a Deſcription of Neal's 
ſpiritual State, conſiſting of, 1. His-Juſtneſs.. 2. 


an;. 3 2 
I cor- 


rene. 
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gion and Honeſty, 


chou dealeft juſtly with thy Nei 
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I coLLEeT from the Firſt Branch of his Cha- 
racer, That every truly religious Man, is alſo a 
righteous, and true-dealing Man. From the Se- 
cond, That: Sincerity is the Sinew, and Touch 
ſtone of true Chriſtianity. But theſe Two, I have 
ſo often preſſed in —— 
that I vil paſs by them at this een only 
ing the following | 


Loox what Kind of Honeſty to Men that * 
which is not accompanied with Religion towards 
God; the ſame is that Religion towards Gon, 
2 e to Men. Un- 
honeft Religion, irreligious um ſincer⸗ _ 
are all out of the right Path. II 
thou have Reſpe& only to the Commandments of 
the firſt Table, and outward 'Perfarmiance of li- 
gious Services; but neglect Duties of the Second, 
thou art but a Phariſee,/ and formal Profeſſor.': If 
and yet ha 
a Stranger to the Myſtery of Godlinefs, thou art 
but a meer civil Man ¶M chou put on an dutward 
Face only of Conformity to both, and yet be 
True-hearted to neither, thou art but a Sus k 
pocrite. Bear Holily towards Gon, He- 
rue-hearted . 
or thou art no Body in Ghriff's 
bot Gill lain che Gall of Bitterneks and Bond oDIne 

ity. - Put on Righteouſneſs, and true» Holineſs: 
in this Life, or thou ſhalt never put oh a Crown 
of Glory in the Life tn ame. bh > e G 


AGAIN, that which adds Luftre to Niels Cha- 
rater, is the Circumſtance of Time, that is, f 
bis Generations, which were many, and mainly 
corrupt. WMWeaßh ſtood; out, and 4 ex unto Gon 
„ and EG ame 

or 


neſtly towards Man, and 
both, 
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ab Well, where was both Peril and Nee Mach 


World: So likewiſe the true Chriſtian muſt ſtand 
at Staves End with the Corruptions of the Time. 
Let every one, who hath given his Name to Chris, 
ever count it his Crown and Comfort, to hold a 
— and unconquerable Counter- motion to the 
es of the World. Let him ſtill diſcover the 

— — Nobleneſs of his Chriſtian Spirit, and of a 
Mind ſpiritually generous, by gathering Vigour, 
owing Invincible, from the very Oppoſitions of 
the Wicked, and Villanics of the Time. It was 
the Saying of a moral Heathen: That to do Well, 
where was no Danger, was a common Thing; — 1 


the peculiar Office of a Man of 
more, ſay I, of a od Don 


Ap Noah walked with Gov.} Walking with 
Gov, is the Flower of all Noah's Excellencies. It 
is the Crown of the Chriſtian's Character, 8 
4 and re of orevy en — 


Ne 
- By Walking with Gov, I 8 A en 
deavour to diſpoſe 


all our Thoughts, Words and 
Deeds; our whole Converſation, n Reverence and 
Fear, with Humility and Singleneſs of Heart, as 
— the Sight of an inviſible Gob, under the perpe- 
of his All ſeeing, lorious Eye; and 

by Conſequence, to enjoy by Faith, an unutter- 
le ſweet” Communion and humble” Familiarity 
with his Holy Majeſty : In a Word, to live in 
Heaven upon Earth. Gop's Covenant to Ab#a- 
bam, and in him to all the Faithful unto the 
World's End, requires this. The Practice and 
ProteRations of the Servants of Gop ſeal unto it. 
Enoch's Walkin =_ Gop was an happy Prepara- 


tive to his Tranflating to Glory. The Lok D before 


mow I walk, faith; Abraham,” will do thus — 
us. 
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thus. I evill walk before the LORD in the Land 
the Living, faith David. O Lord Gon / Iſrael, 
ſaith Selamoun, there is no GOD liie Dee in ibe 
Heaven, nor in the Earth; \which Reepeſt Covenant, 
and ſbetug Merry unto thy Servants, that. toull be- 
fare Thee with allithein Hearts: I have walked be- 
fore Thee in Truth, and with a penſect Heart, faith 
Hezihiah. - And. herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have 
always a Co. void of Offence taward Gon, 
and toward Men, faith Paul: which ſounds the 
ſme Way. Let their Maney periſh with them, who 
eſleem all the Gold. in the World, worth one Day's 
Saciety with Jeſus Chriſt, aud his Holy Spirit, ſaid 
that noble Marqueſs. of Vico, well experienced in 
an Heavenly Converſing with Gon. 


1. AND it muſt needs be ſo: For 1. howſoevet 
natural Men do not dare to draw near to that 
Gop, who to them is 4 cenſuming Fire; yet all 
thoſe, ho have truly taſted how gracious and glo- 
rious he is, find their Hearts, out of a ſecret Senſe 
of -Gop's Love unto them ſirſt, inflamed with in- 
finite Deſire to live under the Influence of his 
pleaſed Countenance, to enjoy his Holy Majeſty 
with conſtant Peace, and an humble ſpiritual Ac- 
ceſs and Acquaintance continually. His Spirit of 
Prayer, Exerciſe of Repentance, Lemptations and 
Troubles from Satan; Preſſures from the World, 
Faintneſs of Faith, Want of ſpiritual Strength, 
Aſſault of ſome ſpecial Sin, Sweetneſs. of Medita- 
tion, _ Favours ſhower'd down upon him 
without Number, and above Meaſure; Fore- 
thought of the great and laſt Account, Motions of 
the bleſſed Spirit, or ſpiritual Deſertion; but a- 
bove all, the inexplicable Bleſſedneſs, Goodneſs, 


a0 Kfar 8 


gal 
and Excellency of that Higheſt Majeſty, drives 
4 lum to his Gop many Times a Day. N ey 


>. * 6 
C > (1. xs 


— . 
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2. ALL 
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2. ALL Gop's Love unto us; his Loving-kind- 
neſſes, ProteQions, Preſervations, Bounty, Pati - 


ence, divine Illuminations, ſpiritual Bleſlings: In 
a Word, every Link of that golden Chain of Mer. 
cy, Grace and Glory, far thicker ſet with B 


in all Kinds, than the Heaven with Stars, '{h 
be ſo many ſtrong Chains, to draw our Hearts to 
delight in Him, and with an humble ys: 
to converſe with 2 Maß, . - 


i - On! then: let us infwitdly oy. and W ex- 
actly the heavenly Art of Malling with God For 
a' more comfortable Guiding us wherein, give me 


Leave to — theſe er e 


I. Loox chat thou liveſt not in any knows Sin, 
in'thine Heart, Life, or Calling: For if ſo, thou 
art ſo far from any Poſfibility of Walking with 
God, that thou Abd the Devil's Brand, and 
art moſt certainly one of his. If Satan keep Poſ- 
ſeſſion, but by one reigning Sin, it will be thine 
everlaſting Ruin. Thou ſhalt then be fo far from 
ever enjoying any LB Acquaintance with Gop, 
that thou art and: Soul for ever. One 
Breach in the ralls ofa a City, expoſeth it to — 
Surprize of an Enemy. One Leak in a Ship 
lected, will ſink it at into the Bottom of the 
Sea. The Stab of a Pen-kaife' to the Heart, will 
as well ſlay a Man, en 
hs ee the Senate- houſe. N 


Au p becauſe the Boſom-ſin i is Sanne ſtrongeſt 
Hold, his Tower of greateſt Confidence and Secu- 
rity, and moſt powerful to keep à Man's Heart 
from all holy Acquaintance with Gop; I will in 
ſhort, labour to enlighten, and dif-ent le any 
one, who unfeignedly deſires an utter Divorce 
from * Boſom- Devil; by 9 him, Firſt, 
what 


| own Conſcience and the 
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what it is: Secondly, what his is: Thirdly, how 
he may be deccived about it. 

1. As in every Man there is one Humour 
predominant; ſo alſo one Work of Darkneſs. 
And it is that which his corrupt and original 
Crookedneſs ſingles out to feed upon, with great- 
eſt Sweetneſs: Afterward, by Cuſtom, it grows ſo 
powerful, that it draws unto it the Heat of his 
Deſires, and ſtrongeſt Workings of his Heart: and 
at the Heighth, by an unreſiſtible Tyranny, it 
makes all Occaſions and Occurrences, Religion, 
Conſcience, Credit with the World, Body, 8 9 
and outward State, ſerviceable and contributary. 
unto it, as the Captain, as to the Devils Vice-roy, 
domineering in the waſted Conſciencgcge. 


2. Trov mayeſt diſcover it by ſuch Marks-as 


theſe : 


7. I is dat, which thy trueſt Friends, thine. 
ö inger of Gop in the 
— many Times meets with, and checks 
t or. Spy | 


F 2. Ir ph wok if it break into AQ, thine, 
nemies y obſerve, and object, as Mat- 
ter of thy — — 12 , 24468 


3- IT is that, which thou art moſt loth to leave, 
art ofteneſt tempted unto, haſt leaſt Power to e- 
lift, and which moſt hinders the Reſignation of 
Soul and Body, heartily and unreſervedly to Gon, 


4. IT is that, which-Gop oſteneſt corrects in 
thee, even in the Acknowledgment of thy ſelf-ac- 
cuſing Heart. It may be, at ſeveral Times thou 
haſt been afflicted with ſome heavy Croſs, Loſs of 
y Yor. VIII. B * Child, 


: 
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a Child, bodily Pain, Troubles of Mind: Now in 
all theſe, upon the firſt ſmarting Apprebenſion, 
thy Conſcience, if any Whit awaken'd, of its own 
Accord, ſeizes upon that Sin we now ſeek for, as 
the principal Achan and Author of all thy Miſery. 


ler chat, which thou art lotheſt to be ac- 


known of. And therefore thou beateſt thy Brains 
to deviſe Evaſions, Excuſes, Extenuations, whole 
Cart-loads of Fig- leaves to colour and cloke this 
_ Fiend. 


6. TyovcrTs, Plots, and Projects about it, 
ordinarily ſeize upon thine Heart, 2 thy very firſt 
Waking; if they have not broken off * leep, 
ad troubled thee in thy Dreams. 


7. In the Darkneſs of the Night, if thou art ſud- 
denly awaken'd with ſome dreadful Thunder, Light- 
ning, or terrible Tempeſt, (if thine Heart on not 
altogether harden'd) the Guilt and Accuſations of 
thy beloved Sin is wont to come into thy Mind in 


the firſt Place, and with greateſt Terror. 


THIRDLY, A Man may be deceived, in con- 
ceiving, that he is quite Jeliver'd from his Boſom 
Sin, and yet it may be but a mere Exchange, or 
ſome other Miſtake. This groſs, affected Self- Im- 
poſture, may be ſeen in ſuch Caſes as theſe: 

1. He may change the outward Form of it. 
For Inſtance; whereas the ſame Sin of Covetouſ- 
neſs doth expreſs itſelf by Uſury, Bribery, Cruſh- 
ing the Poor of the ſame Trade, 8 
all Manner of doing Wrong, all Kinds of Oppreſ- 
ſion: He may inſenſibly 2 out of one Gulph, 
into another. He may / from one of theſe, be- 


ing more notorious to ſome_ other of them, les 


a. RS 
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obſerved, and not ſo odious in the World, and o* 
ſtill abide in the Chambers of Death. "The foul Sin 
of Uncleanneſs doth actuate itſelf by Fornication, 
Adultery, Self-Pollution, brutiih and immode- 
rate Abuſe of Marriage. Now, he may paſs from 
one of theſe Pollutions, to ſome other of them, 
not affrighting the Conſcience with fuch Horror, 
and yet {till he in the damnable Snares of Luſt. 


2. He may refrain from the outward Acts of 
ſuch hateful Villainies; and yet his inward Parts 
be ſtill hankering after them. He may forbear the 
external Acts of Uncleanneſs; and yet lie in ſpecu- 
lative Wantonneſs. 


. 


3. Nay, he may change the Kind of his Bo- 
ſom Sin, and yet it is but the Exchange of one 
foul Fiend for another. For Inſtance: Wanton- 


| neſs may be his ſweet Sin in Youth; Worldli- 


neſs in old Age; Revelling in his younger Years; 
downright Drunkenneſs in his declining Lime: 
Prodigality. may ſway in ſome Part of his Life; 
Pinching in ſome other: Furious Zeal for one 
While; prophane Irreligiouſneſs for another, 


4. Wer the Feebleneſs of old Age, has waſt> 
ed the Vigour of his Mind, and the boiſterous 
Heat of his Affections, his darling Sin may bid 
him adieu, without any — — and 
he may ſay unto it, I have no more Pleaſure in 
thee, Whereupon he may ſafely conclude a. final 
Conqueſt over it; a ſecure Deliverance from the 
Guilt and Curſe of it. | 7 
. 5. He may pleaſe himſelf with forced Ceſſation 
from it; when there is no Want of Good-Will; 
as they ſay; but only of Matter, Means, or Op- 
portunity. 


— » N — — 
* RE”, LEE. — „ — D(— * 


munion with his bleſſed Majeſty; if thou wouldſt 
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6. He may, for a Time, pull his Neck out of this 
ſtrongeſt Yoke of Satan, out of a flaviſh Fear of 
Hell; but the wnclean Spirit returns, and rules in 
him again far more imperiouſly, after his extraor- 
dinary and impatient Forbearance. 


THrvs I have briefly intimated what a beloved 
Sin-is; what thine may be; and how thou may'ſt 
be deceived about it. For if thou would'ſt truly 
taſte how gracious the LoRD is in a ſweet Com- 


be intimately acquainted with the M of Chrift, | 
wherein pn. big infinite heavenly N 5 
ſuch Pleaſures, as neither Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, neither hath enter d into the Heart of Man; 
if thou wouldeſt ever be fitly qualify d te walk n- 
bly with thy Gop, in the Il ay which is called Holy; | 

as thou muſt fall out forever with all Sin, ſo muſt 
thou principally improve all thy ſpiritual Forces, | 

utterly to * = the of hy 88 | ez or dethrone 
that grand iſoner ul, (and ſtrongeſt 
Bar to keep but Acquaintance, Entercourſe 
with Gop) thy Boſom Sin. 


IT. Bury all thy Reſolutions for Heaven and 
God's Service, upon that ſtrong and pureſt Pillar, 
that main, and moſt precious Principle of ' Chriſti- 
anity, Self-denial. No Walking with Gon, no 
ſweet Communion, and ſound Peace at his Mercy- 
Seat, except for his Sake thou be content to deny | 
thyſelf, thy worldly Wiſdom, Excellency of Learn- 
ing, Applauſe with the moſt; thy Paſſions, Profit, 
Pleaſures, Preferments, neareſt Friends, Eaſe; Li- 
berty, Life, any Thing, every Thing: And fear 
no Loſs; for all Things elſe are nothing, to the 
leaſt comfortable Glimpſe of God's Face. 


III. Ex- 
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III. ExkRCISE thyſelf continually, in that only 
Heaven upon Earth, and ſweeteſt Sanctuary to an 
hunted Soul, the Liſe of Faith: Which to live in 
ſome good Meaſure, is the Duty 'and Property ct 
every kiviog Member of Feſus Chrift. Love there- 
fore, and labour to live by the Power of Faith, the 


Life of Salvation, Sanctification, Preſcrvation. 


1. Or Salvation, thus: Let thy humbled Soul, 
groaning under the Burden of Sin, throw itſelf 
into the merciful Arms of Jeſus Chriſi, wounded, 
broken, and bleeding upon the Croſs ; and there 
let it hold, and hide itſelf forever in full Aſſurance 
of Eternal Life, by Virtue of that Promiſe, John 
111. 36. He that beleverh en the San, bath Everlaſt- 
| ing Life. For having thus laid hold upon bim. 
He by his Spirit doth communicate firſt Himſelt 
unto thee; then both the Merit of his Death for Re- 
miſſion of thy Sins; and of his active Obedience for 
thy Right to Salvation; and withall, the Power ot 
his Spirit, to quicken thee to the Life of Grace in 
this World, and to raiſe up thy Body to the Liſe. 
of Glory. 7 


2. Ox Sanctification : If thou always keep thy, 


I Faith, the Root from which all thine other Graces) 
1. ſpring, in Life and Vigour, thou ſhalt pray more 
0 comfortably, be more courageouſly patient, hear 
by the Word more fruitfully, receive the Sacraments. 
y more joyfully, paſs the Sabbaths more delightfully, 
_ WH conferr more chearfully, meditate more heayenly,' 
t walk in all the Ways of new Obedience with more 
I Strength, and Conqueſt over Corruptions. For 
bs ordinarily, every Chriſtian ſhall fund the Exerciſe 
x of other Graces to be Comfortable, or Cold, accord 


ing to the Livelineſs, or Languiſhing of his Faith, 

4 Or Preſervation, both Temporal and Spiri- 

tual: In Croſſes, OS and all God's outward 
3 an- 
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angry Viſitations, by the Power of ſuch Promiſes 
as thoſe, Pſal. Ixxxix. 33. and l. 15. Heb. xii. 7, 
8, 11. 1 Theſſ. iii. 3. Ads xiv. 22. Luke ix. 23. 


AND in the Courſe of thy particular Calling: The 
Duties and Works whereof, if thou diſcharge with 
Conſcience, Diligence, and Prayer, thou mayeſt 
o on with n and Freedom from torturing 
houghtfulneſs; and leave the Succeſs of all thy 
Labours unto the Lox p, whatſoever it may be; 
reſting ſweetly, and ever relying upon that gra- 


Cious Promiſe, Heb. xiii. 5. 7 will never fail thee, 


nor forſake thee. 


Nay, in the Loſs of all earthly Things in every 
Kind: See Hab. iii. 17, 18. Although the Fig-tree 
hall not Bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vines: 
The Labour 75 the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields 
ſhall yield no eat : The Flock ſhall be cut off from the 
Field, and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls: Yet I 
well rejoice in the LoRD: I will joy in the Gop of 
my Salvation. . ; 


| Ix Oppoſitions againſt the Raiſing or Reſtoring 
| of ſpiritual Buildings by the Miniſtry of the Word: 
Or in Temptations againſt a Man's perſonal Pro- 
greſs, and holding out unto the End; by renounc- 
ing our own. Strength, diſclaiming the Arm of 
Fleſh, and crying in every Encounter: Not by 
Might, nor by Power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the 
LorD. In the Valley of the Shadow of Death; by 
an Aſſurance of Gop's merciful, omnipotent Pre- 
ſence. Pſal. xxiii. 4 Amidſt Variety of Tempta- 
tions relying on thoſe Words: 1 Cor. x. 12. Fam. 
1:2. 52 XXX. 18. | zac. | 


Tavs in any Trouble of Soul, Body, good 
Name, out ward State, preſent, or to come, thou 
| mayelt 
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mayeſt by the ſovereign Power of Faith workin : 
upon the Word, not _— draw out the Sting and 
expell the Poiſory of it; but alſo create Comfort to 
thy Soul, and maintain it, in Deſpite of all Oppo- 
ſition, in a conſtant ſpiritual Gladneſs. For all 
thoſe Promiſes, whereupon thy heavy Heart in 
ſuch Caſes may repoſe, are ſealed with the bloody 
Sufferings of Chrift: And, if thou be in Chrifh, 
are all as certainly thine, as the Heart in thy Body, 
or Blood in thy Veins. | 
IV. SE TTL = in thine Heart a true Eflimate of 
the Subſtance, Power, and Marrow of Chriſtia- 
nity :: Which doth not conſiſt, as too many ſup- 
poſe, in outward Shews, Profeſſion, Talking; in 
Holding ſtrict Opinions, Conteſting againſt the 
Corruptions of the Times; in the Work wrought, 
external religious Exerciſes, ' Hearing, Reading, 
Conference, and the like: But, in Riohitebuſheſs, 
Peace, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; in Meekneſs, 
Tender-heartedneſs, Love; in Patience, Humili- 
ty, Contentedneſs; in Mortification of Sin, Mo- 
deration of Paſſion, and Holy Guidance of the 
Tongue; in Works of Mercy, Juſtice and Truth; 

in Fidelity, and Painfulneſs in our Callings; in! 
Reverence unto Superiors, Love of our Enemies, 
an open- hearted, real, fruitful Affection and 
Bounty to Gop's People; in Heavenly-minded-/ 
neſs, Self-denial, the Life of Faith; in Diſ-efteem” 
of earthly Things, and a reſolute Hatred "of Sin; 
in Approving our Hearts in Gop's Preſence3va” 
ſweet Communion with him, and a comfortable 
Longing for the Coming of the Loxp tx 


: 4 
Ver miſtake me not; thou muſt have a Shew,/ 
Profeſs and Talk, if thou wouldft have Chi t 
own thee at that dreadful Day, Mart viii. 2 Irs -. 
is therefore an idle Cavil of ſome, to ſay: _ 75 
* 4 4 
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2 Man be Religious to bimſclf, except he let all. 
the World know it? For where the Power of Re- 
ligion is, there will be the Shew alſo. Painted 
Fire ſhines not, aſcends not, heats not; but true 
Fire is ever inſeparably attended with theſe Pro- 
perties. If true Grace be in the Heart, it will 
ſhine in our Words, Actions, and whole Conver- 
ſation. He that will take Shews from the Sub- 
ſtance of Religion, let him take Brightneſs from 
the Sun. Shew and Profeſſion of Chri before 
Men, is commanded, as well as the Subſtance and 
Soundneſs of Heart, Romans x. 9, 10. Outward 
Exerciſcs of Religion, are as it were the Body, 
without which the Soul of Chriſtianity hath no 


Exiſtence. . 


V. PRrzx the Fruition of God, a nearcr Com- 
munion with his bleſſed Majeſty, the Love and 
Light of his Countenance; and thereupon a free 
and frequent Acceſs, with humble Boldneſs, unto 
the Throne of Grace, at a far higher Rate, than 
Heaven and Earth; as à real Fore-taſte of cternal 
E For to ſay no more at this Time; if thou 
hold an holy Familiarity with Gop, and He look 
pleaſedly upon thee, thou ſhalt graſp Fe/us Chri/t 
more ſweetly in the Arms of Faith; partake more 
plentifully of the joyful Freedom, Preſence, and 
Communication of his comforting Spirit; be 
guarded more ſtrongly and narrowly by his glo- 
rjous Angels, ſuck more heavenly Manna out of 
the Miniſtry, and other Ordinances 3 walk in 
Safety amongſt the Creatures, like an unconquera- 
ble Lyon. And if at any Time thou art ſeized 
upon by any Croſs or Calamity from any of the 
Creatures; any Trouble or Temptation from 
Man or Devil; yet the refreſhing Beams of Gop's 
Face, ſhining through the Darkneſs of ſuch Diſ- 
comforts, will infinitely make Amends * 

0 


2 
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The Poiſon and Curſe of them ſhall never come 
near thy Soul. The Lord in the mean Time, 
like an Eagle Auttering about her Neſt, will moſt 
tenderly defend and protect thee, Jai. xxxi. 5. 
and at length moſt certainly come, like a young Li- 
on roaring on his Prey, for thy Reſcue and En- 
largement, ſai. xxxi. 4. | 


VI. Lanour by a conſtant Watch to keep thy 
Heart in a ſpiritual Temper, ſtill ſweetly content, 
and fruitfully converſant in the Myftery of Chi, 
and Secrets of his Kingdom; which thou ſhalt 
more eaſily do, if thou rejoice in Gop, his Word; 
and Graces, as thy chief Joy. RISK 92111 3085 


2. By all earthly Things, be drawn to the 
Love of heavenly. For though Gop hath ap- 
pointed but one Sabbath in ſeven Days, yet to a 
Chriſtian, every Day is ſanctiſied to be a Reſt 
from all the Deeds of the Fleſh, wherein he is to 
walk with his God, and ſhew- forth the religious 
Replys his m——_—— Action of his Eifef 

making every Paſſage of his particular Callin 
a Part of Chriſtian Obedience, er + nel 


3. As ſoon as thou diſcover'ſt any ſpiritual Weaks 
neſs or Decay, any extraordinary Aſſault, Temp- 
tation, Deadneſs, complain betime; cry migh- 
tily to Gov, give Him no Reſt, neither give over 
ſeeking, untill he return unto thy Soul. If ori 
nary Means will not prevail, prets upon Him wit 
extraordinary: If then he do not revive thee, « wait 
with a patient, wakeful Longing of all the Pow- 
ers of thy Soul; and then all this While thy Sout 
is ſtill in its true ſpiritual Tempert. 


4. DtcLive watchfully all Occaſions of Falling 
from thy firſt Love, Ferveney, and Heavenly- 
4. | mind- 
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mindedneſs; as ſpiritual Pride, Deſire to be rich, 


Diſcontinuance of thine Intimateneſs with the 

Godly, Neglect of thy particular Calling, or daily 
Watch over thy Heart; ungodly Company, Form 
in religious Duties, Coldnels and Cuſtomarineſs in 
the Uſe of the Means. 


5. SUFFER not thine AﬀeCtions to be ſet upon 
Praiſe, Profit, Favour of great Ones, Mirth, Plea- 
ſure, Eaſe, Fear, Sorrow, earthly Contentment, 
Preferment, Wealth, long Life, or any worldly 
Thing; but diſ-eſteem all other Delights in Re- 
ſpect of doing Gop's Will; which ſhould ever be 
unto thee Meat and Drink, thy only Paradiſe upon 


H 


Vu. Laer thy Soul often ſoar upon the Wings 
of Faith, unto the Glory of the Empyrean Hea- 
ven; where Gop dwelleth, and bathe itſelf beforc- 


with thyſelf, (tho' it far paſs the Reach of any mor- 
tal ray what an ſg oa it K be, 

forever u the glorious eſus 
G75 and to anger — every Ven £ Ty 
bleſſed Body bled to bring thee to Heaven! To 
ſay nothing of the Beauty of that cver-bleſfed Place, 
that joytul Communion with Chriſtian Friends, 


and all the crown'd Saints, and innumerable Feli- 


cities more, which ſurpaſs, the Comprehenſion of 
the largeſt Heart; contemplate principally the 
Fountain of all thy Blis: How the mighty IE Ho- 
vA, Gop bleſſed forever, will pour out of Him- 
{clf, perpetual Rivers of unutterable Joys and Plea- 
lures, upon thy glorify'd Body and Soul, through 
all Eternity; even as the Sun pours out his Beams, 
and ſhining every Day afreſh upon the World, 
without Emptineſs or End: And with ſuch Va- 
riety, (for He is infinite) that they ſhall de 2 


hand in that everlaſting Blifs above. Oh! think 
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thee as freſh, as new, as ſweet, as raviſhing, Mil- 
lions of Years after thou haſt dwelt in thoſe Man- 
ſions of Reſt, as they were, the very firſt Mo- 
ment thou enteredſt that bliſsful Place. If a Man 
do but once a Day ſeriouſly and ſolemnly thus caſt 
up the 'Eye of his Faith, upon that never-fading 
Crown of Life, he may, with more affectionate: 
Freedom, and Contempt of Earth, have his Con- 
verſation above, and turn the Current of all his 
Delights, Love, and Longings, with more Con- 
ſtancy towards his heavenly Home. | 


Tusk Preparatives premiſed, I proceed to ſome 
general Directions for a more comfortable Walk in 
in the ay that is called Holy. «of 


= I. Fiss r, Have a ſpecial Eye to a ſincere, con- 
Witant, and fruitful Performance of holy Duties, 
WGoop's Services. And to fay nothing at this Time 
of private Reading the Scriptures, publick Hearing 
the Word, perſonal Prayer, and with thy Yoke-Fel- 
low, (if thou live in that Eſtate) Singing of Pfalms, 
Meditation, Days of Humiliation, (of which thou. 
muſt proportionably make Conſcience in their due 
Place, obſerving alſo in them the enſuing Cautions: 
For a cuſtomary Neglect of any holy Duty, re- 
ligious Exerciſe, divine Ordinance, may bring a 
Damp upon the reſt, and a Conſumption upon the 
whole Body of Chriſtianity; I ſay, to leave theſe) . 
] only at this Time purpoſely adviſe, for the better 
Sanctifying thyſelf and all about-thee, to a more 
ſucceſsful Managing of Affairs, either ſpiritual or: 
Civil; that thou being Maſter of a Family (for I 
lingle out ſuch an one for Inſtance) be ever ſure to 

glorify Go, amidſt thy People, by Morning and 
Evening Sacrifice of Prayers and Praiſes. . In the 
iſcharge of which main Duty of Chriſtianity, 

terly neglected by the moſt, and impoiſon d to 


many, 


. 
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many, by their reſting only in the Work wrought, 
take Heed of growing into Form or Cuſtomarineſs, 
which will moſt certainly draw the very Life-Blood 
and Breath out of thoſe holy Buſineſſes. 


LaBovun therefore by a reverent Recollecting of 


all the Powers of thy Soul, and freſh Renewing thy 
Watch at every ſeveral Lime, to preſerve Heart 
and Spirit in thoſe daily Devotions. Which thou 
ſhalt the better do, if thou look to, 1. A right 
Diſpoſition before the Doing: 2. A ſpiritual Beha- 
viour in it: 3. An holy Carriage afterward, 


1. For the firſt: 1. Come not before Gop 


with any Sin lying upon thy Conſcience unrepented | 


of, or delighted in. 2. Neither with Paſſion, 
Wrath, or Heart-burning againſt any. 3. Stir up 
thy Faith, about the 'I hings deſired and depre- 
cated. Briefly, in the Apoſtle's Words; Lift p 
boly Hands without Il ruth and Doubting. Bring, 
1. Reſolution againſt all Sin, in Reſpect of Gop: 
2, Peace and appeaſed Paſſions, in Reſpect of Men: 
3. Aſſurance to be heard, in Reſpect of thyſelf. 
Or thus: Before thou fall upon thy Knees, e 
off three impoiſoning Hindrances, which will clog 
the Wings of thy Prayers, that they will never be 
able to aſcend unto Heaven: Outward Sin, inward 
Anger, Diſtruſt : And poſleſs thy Heart of three 
excellent Helps: 1. A right Apprehenſion of Gop's 
Dreadfulnefs, Purity, Power. 2. A true Senſe of 
thy own. Vileneſs. 3. A h Survey of the In- 
finiteneſs of Gon's Bounty, Bleflings, and com- 
paſſionate Forbearances towards thee. 


2. Fos the Second: 1. Repel with an undaunt- 
ed Spirit, Satan's blaſphemous Injections, (if he be 
buſy that Way) and he is ordinarily moſt ſpiteful 
againſt the beſt Buſineſſes, and the rather, * if 
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be heartily abominated, they are put upon the 
Deit's Score; and are only hy Crofts, not thy 
Sins. 2. Watch over the World with all Care, 
-= if it be poſſible, not an earthly Thought may 
into thy Heart. 3. Strive to hold 5 Heart 

cat, as well in Confeſſion as Deprecation; in 


Bey recation as Petition; in Interceſſion as for ae 


foral Bleflings; as well for Purity of Heart, as 

don of Sin; tho' there may be Difference of Heat, 
and Crying unto Gon, according to the Neceſſity 
of the aflage in the Prayer. Prayer is the Crea- 
ture of the Holy Chop? every Part whereof, we 
ſhould heartily Wiſh, t He would animate tho- 
roughly, even as the Soul doth the Body. | 


3. For the Third, with all Watchfulneſs ours 
ſue and preſs after the Thin pay for, by a 
2 Apprehenſion, fruitfu Exerciſe and ut- 
moſt Improvement of all Occaſions, Gale 
Helps and heavenly Offers, which may any Ways 
concur to the Com 4 of them. Por Inſtance: 
Thou prayeſt for nga — Walk then, When 
thou haſt done, with a con Endeavour, in the 
Strength of this Prayer, 3 all the Means, 
Reading, Hearing, Conferring, Practiſing (for eren 
that alſo is a Means to increaſe Knowledge, 
cially experimental) for the Storing of thy Under- 
landing - with all ſacred Illuminations and holy 
Senſes of Gop's ſaving ! Word. Let no Opportu- 
nity paſs; be violent in catching all Occafions, for 
the Hoarding up in thine Heart fuch hidden Trea- 
— 4 thou g's after Knowledge, ſaith Solomon 
oice for Underſtanding, chap. i 
3 7 60 ah I rayer:) 17 thou 447% 565 Silver, 
and ſearcheft for her, as for hidden Treaſures, ver. 4. 
{there is the Endeavour:) Then ſhalt thou untler land 
ibe Fear of the Loxp, and find the Knowledge of 
Gon, ver. F. n 1.4 Again, thou 
Vol. VIII. 


prayeſt 
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prayeſt to be preſerved out of ill Company: Thou 
doſt well: But when thou haſt done, on thou 
make Conſcience of that Counſel of Solomon, 
Prov. iv. 14, 15. and by the Power thereof, op- 
poſe the cunning Inticements, and curſed Impor- | 
tunities of thine old Companions, and Brethren 
in 22 ? Enter net, faith Solomon, inte the Path 

the Wicked; and go not in the Way of wicked 

en. Avoid it, 205 not by it; turn Le om by and 
paſs away. He that makes Pray er the d of Pray- 
er, thinking when that holy D is done, that 
there is no more to be done, prays to no Purpoſe. 
There muſt be good Doings, as well as good Du- 
ties. He that doth not earneſtly afterwards ſet 
_— 2 Sins deprecated, and purſue with 


14 = petitioned, his Prayer is not 
— 15 


II. Deine Idleneſs, the very Canker of the 
Soul, the Devil's Cuſhion; bisTide-time of Temp- 
tation, wherein he carries with much Eaſe, the 
Current of our corrupt Aﬀections, to any curſed 
Sin. And be diligent in ſome lawful, honeſt, par- 
ticular Calling; not ſo much to en ofs Wealth, as 
for n * for thy F Sar, 4 and Poſterity: 
won in Obedience to that common Charge, laid 

n the Sons of Adam, to the World's End; Ii 

e Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, ti Il thou 
return unto the Ground. | 1. But ever go about the 
Affairs of thy Calling with a heavenly Mind, ſea- 
ſon'd, and ſanctifyd with habitual Prayer, ejacu- 
latory Elevations, Willingneſs, if — ſo ee 
to be diſſolved, and to be with Chri/t; pregnant 
with heavenly Matter. and Meditation, pick'd out 
of the Paſſages of thy preſent Buſineſs. For In- 
ſtance; let the Huſbandman in Sced-time think, 
If I now take not the Seaſon, I ſhall have no Har- 
veſt, but ſtarve in the Winter: So if I er not 
Grace in this Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel, I ſhall find 


comfortable Walking with Gop. 27 


nothing but Horror upon my Bed of Death. 2. 
In all the Buſineſs of thy onal Calling, let thy 
Eye be upon Gop's Dy: as the End of all thy 
Actions, and in them ſeek and ſerve that glorious 
End of Gop's Honour, not ſo much in procuring 
thine own, as the Good of the Church, of thy 
Neighbours and Family. 3. By earthly Employ- 
ments, do not become. an Earth-worm. In ufing 
the World, grow not a Worldling, and ſuch an 
one as finds more Sweetneſs in worldly Dealings 


and Profits, than in thy heavenly Traffick and 
Treaſures. " 


III. In thy ſolitary Seaſons: 1. Single out ſome 
ſpecial Matter to meditate; both to prevent the 
vain and fooliſh Thoughts, impertinent Wandrings, 
and trifling thy precious Time; and alſo to keep 
the Powers of thy Soul alive. When canſt thou 
be alone, and not have juſt Cauſe, either to buſ 
thy Mind about ſome Affairs of thy Caf. 
ling? Or wreſtle with ſome Corruption, which 
troubles the Peace of thy Conſcience, or break out 
in the Praiſes of Gop, or ſome other holy Paſſage 
of heavenly Meditation, whereof there is ſo great 
Variety? 2. Watch and withſtand, with all godly 
Jealouſy and Care, two dangerous Evils: © 1. 
Thoughts of Pleaſures from thy youthful Sins, 
which at ſuch Times are ready to make Re-entry. ' 
And in this Point, take Heed, leſt the Devil delude 
thee in the Glory of an Angel. For in thy ſolitary 
Muſing, thou mayeſt reſume the Abominations of 
thy former Life, eſpecially of that Sin, which was 
thy darling Pleaſure, on Purpoſe to bewail and 
deteſt them; and yet, without a vigilant Eye, that 
which was intended for an Exerciſe of Repentance, 
may curſedly end in the Re-enjoyment of old filthy 
Pleaſures. 2. Take Heed alſo at fuch Times of 


acting any new Sins, upon ſenſual Suppoſitions, 
* C 2 and 
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and imaginary Plots: As of Worldlineſs, ſpecula- 
tive Wantonneſs, or diſhonouring God's Provi- 
dence by an unneceſſary Forecaſting of fearful Acci- 
dents. 3. Let not pals ſuch a golden Opportunity 
without ſome Conference with Go in Secret. 
Cry out towards Heaven for ſome ſpecial Graces, 
by which thou mayeſt be moſt enabled to glorify 
Gor moſt, and to keep in thy Breaſt a chearful 
and heavenly Spirit, as for precious Jewels to be 
purchaſed with the Loſs of ten Thouſand Worlds; 
but not to be parted with for as manyWorlds as 
thou haſt Hairs upon thy Head. Beg with Ear- 
neſtneſs mortifying Grace, and ſpiritual Strength, 
for the conquering of thoſe unruly Paſſions that 
moſt haunt thee. Let a — Survey of all 
thy Sins draw from thee ſome . Groan, and 
fervent Ejaculations for Mercy and Pardon; or a 
| View of God's Bleſſings, fill thy Heart 
with lowly, and thankful Thoughts. I hus let 
ſome Part of thy ſolitary Time be ſure to be ſea- 


ſoned with holy Muſings, and Talk with Gon. 


IV. ConcerxNixG Company, I adviſe, 1. That 
thou never caſt thyſelf into wicked Company, 
upon Choice; and abide no longer with them at an 
Time, than thou haſt ſound Warrant to do. It is 
not for the Honour or Comfort of Gop's Children 
familiarly to converſe with graceleſs Men. There 

is a ſtrange Power in ill Company, to impoiſon and 
pervert even the beſt Diſpoſitions. on 


Bur the Hurt which the Chriſtian doth take in 
this Regard, is moſt from civil Men, whited Tombs, 
who being unſeaſoned with the Power of inward 
Sanctification, ſecretly infuſe, if not a notorious 
Infection with ſome ſcandalous Sin; yet many 
Times a fearful Defection from Zeal in the Ways of 
Gop. Throw a blazing Firebrand into the 8 
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and its Brightneſs and Heat will be quickly put out. 
Let a Chriſtian but for a while abandon his Com- 
munion with Gop's Children, and ſtay in the 
Company of thoſe who are cold and careleſs; and 
he ſhall, in a very ſhort Time, find his Zeal to | 
be — cooled, ak Tenderneſs of his Conſcience 

much qualified with worldly Wiſdom; much Dul- 
neſs of Heart, Deadneſs of Spirit, Drowzinels, - 
and Heartleſneſs. in his Affections to holy Things; 
and an univerſal Decay of * W inſenſibl 


y * 
grow upon him. 


In this Reſpect many Chriſtians do Wende 5 
much Wrong. For they ſometimes unadviſedly, 
by Reaſon of Kindred, or for old Acquaintance, 
hold too near Correſpondence with ſuch as are 
but only civil Men; and they wanting both Heart 
and Skill to uphold an holy. Conferences, or to 
afford mutual Help, in the Paſlages of Sanc- 
tification, are Occaſions to put Gap's Children out 
of Uſe with the Language of Canaan, and to be- 
reave them of much Zeal, Comfort, Feelings of 
God's Favour, Boldneſs in their Ways, and Cheer- 
fulnels-in f aum | "I 


2. In the ſecond Place; if than deſireſt to con- 
verſe with ſome of thine unconverted Kindred, 
Neighbours, and old Acquaintance, for their ſpiri- 
tual Good, obſerve theſe three Rules: x. Let there 
be good Probability of more ſpiritual Wiſdom and 
Chriſtian Reſolution in thee to convert them, than 
Poiſon of worldly Wiſdom in them, to pervert 
thee. 2. See that thy Heart be fincere, and thou ſeek 
truly their Converhon, and not thine own ſecret 
Contentment: For in this Point thine own Heart 
will be ready to deceive thee. - 3. As Phyſicians of 
the Body arm themſelves with Preſervatives, 


when viſit contagious Patients: So be thou 
18 810 3 ſure 
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fure to furniſh thyſelf before Hand with Prayer, 
Meditation, the Sword of the Spirit, Store of per- 
ſwaſive Matter, Strength of Reaſons, and unſhaken 
Reſolutions, to repel all ſpiritual Infection. | 


3. In Chriſtians Company, which thou ſhouldſt 
prize as Heaven upon Earth, bring, 1. a chearful 
Heart. Methinks, though thou ſhouldſt come 
amongſt the Saints with a ſad Heart, over-caſt 
with Clouds of Heavineſs; yet the Faces of thoſe, 
whom hereafter thou ſhalt mect in Heaven, and 
there, with incomparable Joy behold forever, 
clothed with Glory, ſhould diſpell them all. I 
know them, who, being caſt ſometimes againſt 
their Wills amongſt prophane Company, are 
quite out of their Element all the While; ſtruck 
dead in the Place, as they ſay; as Solitary as in 
the filenteſt Deſert. But let them come amongtt 
Chriſtians, and they are quite other Men, as full 
of Lightſomneſs and Life, as full of Heat and 
Heaven, as if they had the one Foot in the Porch 
of Paradiſe already. Sadneſs is not ſeaſonable, 
where ſuch Precepts as theſe have Place; Be glad 
in the LORD,- and rejoice, ye Righteous, and ſhout 
for Foy, all ye that are Upright in Heart. 


2. A FRUITFUL Heart, full as the Moon with 
— — Matter to uphold edifying Conference. 
Being forward and free without any hurtful Bath- 
fulneis, or vain-glorious Aim, both to communi- 
cate to others the hidden Treaſures of heavenly 
Knowledge, and alſo by moving of Queſtions, 
and miniſtring Occaſion mutually to draw from 
them the Waters of Life, for the refreſhing and 
quickning of the Deadneſs and Unheavenlineſs of 
thine on Heart. And here it will be a profitable 
Wiſdom, to obſerve each others ſeveral Endow- 
ments, and with -wiſe Inſinuations, to * 
. E em, 
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them to pour out themſelves in thoſe 
wherein they have beſt Experience and moſt Ex- 
cellency, Some are more ſxilſull in diſcuſſing con- 
troverted Points: Others in reſolving Cafes. "af 
Conſcience: Some in diſcoverin S Devil's 
Depths, and treading the Maze of his , manifold 
Temptations : Others in comforting afflicted Spi- 
Tits, and — me RING Heart of Mourners in 
Zien. I am pe many Limes, many wor- 
thy Piſcourkes ly e — in the Breaſts of under- 
ſtanding Men, by reaſon of the ſinful Silence, and 
Barrenneſs of thoſe about them. And therefore 
Chriſtians ought to be more nan active, 
and fruitful this Way. 


3. An humble Heart, rejoicing to exchange 
and enjoy heavenly Conſultations: with the poor- 
eſt and moſt neglected Chriſtian, If thou be 
haunted with the white Devil of ſpiritual Pride, it 
is likely thou wilt be either too Proſuſe, and ſo in- 
groſs all the Talk; or elſe too Curious, and ſo ſay 
no more than may ſerve to breed an Admiration 
of thy Worth; which. is a very hithy and fearſul 
Fault. There is no Depthof Knowledge, no Heighth 
of Zeal, but may be inlarged, and inflamed, by 
Conference with the pooreſt Chriſtian. | 


v. Bur above all, be moſt buſy: with * 
Heart: For it is the Root that either poi ſons or 
ſweetens all the Reſt, Ply therefore amongſt o- 
thers, theſe three Points of ſpecial — 
with all Seriouſneſs and Zeal. 11 


E630 ·˖»·» L.EDC. 


1 Carrivarimoand Conforming the Thoughts 
and Imaginations of thy Heart, to the Sovereignty 
and Rules of Grace. If thy Change in Words, 
Actions, and all outward Catriage were Angelical; 


9 Wert 


yet if thy Thoughts were the ſame as ever, thau 
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wert ſtill a Limb of Satan. Purity in the inward 
Parts is the moſt found Evidence of our Intereft 


in Cbriſt's * nn See you iv. 14. Lal. 


Iv. 7. 


Nov, that thou mayeſt the better keep the 
* of thy Heart in Obedience unto Chri/t, 
acknowledge, 1. The Peſtilence of that wicked 
Proverb, Thoughts are free. It is true, the inviſi- 
ble Projects of the Ha lie not within the Walk 
of — Juſtice. But there is an All- ſeeing Eye 
in Heaven, to which the blackeſt Mid-ni be 5 
as the brighteſt Noon-tide. Whereas then * na- 
tural Man is wont to let his Heart run into idle 
Imaginations, without Remorſe or Reſtraint; do 
thou make thy Sanctification ſure, by this infalli- 
ble Sign, That thou ſuffereſt the Conſideration of 
Gopy's All- ſeeing Eye, and Check of a tender Con- 


ſcience, to ary lng: thy Thoughts into Order, and | 


to confine and them within a holy Compals. 
SECONDLY, Acknowledge that thou muſt be 
accountable for wandring Thought, as well 


as for idle Words wicked A ions. Therefore, 
if thou be not exactly Vigilant and Eye-full over 
thy Heart, thou mayeſt juſtly fear, that upon the 
Opening of the Book of thy Conſcience, at thoſe 
two dreadful Days, of Death, and the laſt Judg- 
ment, innumerable Armies of exorbitant Thoughts, 
which have lain in Ambuſh as it were, in the ſe- 
cret Corners of thy deceitful Heart, will _— 
thee with a far heavier Account, than thou haſt 
riouſſy thought upon heretofore. | 


that Gon Glory 


THIRDLY, Acknow 


- muſt as well ſhine in thy Thoughts, in the inviſible 
 Workings, Intentions, and Deſires of the Heart; 
8 Converſation. As GoD * 
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Service from his Children, in Words and Works; 
ſo there is alſo a Thought-ſervice, a Thought- 
worſhip, as I may call it, which is very precious 
in his Eyes, as ſpringing more immediately from 
the Heart, wherein he principally delights ; and 
becauſe the Secrecy of it is attended with more 
Sincerity. Remember therefore to render with all 
Reverence and Zeal unto the Father of Spirits, 
and Loxp of thy Soul, the daily Tribute of thy 
Thought-ſervice, as well as the Tongue-ſervice 
and Hand-ſervice. And the rather, becauſe Op- 
portunities, Abilities, and Means may fail for 
outward Performances, but the Heart is ever at 
Leiſure and Liberty to think nobly. No Times, 
no Tyrants, no Wants or Reſtraint, can hinder it 
from an inviſible Fruition of Gop, with Thoughts 
of ſweeteſt Rapture and Reverence, of Love, and 
lowlicſt Adoration; from bathing itſelf in the me- 
ritorious Blood of the Immaculate Lamb, with 
Thoughts of inexplicable Peace, Joy, and Tri- 
umph; and from cleaving to the Promiſes of Life, 
and diving. into the Myſtery of Grace with pureſt 
Delight, and victorious Faith; from being 'as a 
Mountain of Myrrh and incenſe, ſending up a 
ſpiritual Sacrifice of praiſe-full Thoughts, infinite- 
ly admiring and magnifying the Glory and Good- 
nels of that — — which writ thy Name 
in the Book of Life, ſuffered the deareſt Blood in 

his Son's Heart to be ſpilt as Water upon the 
Ground, for the Waſhing of thy Body and Soul 
from Sin; and after a Span of Time, will ſet a 
Crown of Eternity upon thy Head. And beſides 
Gop's more ſpecial Acceptation of this inviſible 
Service; it is ordinarily full of more Spiritualneſs 
and Life, by Reaſon that it is neareſt to the Op- 
ject of Adoration. | The beſt Man, though he 
may labour to do his Beſt every Way, yet he ſhall 
had a Difference in his Duties and Services — 
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wards Gop. His Works do not anſwer with that 
Exactneſs to his Words: His Words cannot ex- 
preſs the Thoughts of his Heart: The Thoughts 
of his Heart come infinitely ſhort of the Excellen- } 
cy of GoD. "Thoſe Streams which are next to the 
Well-head, are pureſt. Ihe Thoughts of a ſanc- 
tihed Heart laying hold upon, with immediate 
Apprehenſion, that moſt amiable, holy, and glo- 
rious Object, Gop bleſſed forever, give Him his 
due and reverend Attributions, with more Hearti- 
ne, Life, and Heavenlineſs, than Words or Ac- 
tions are wont; though all a Man's Beſt, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, falls fearfully ſhort 
of that we owe and ought to do. N 


SS e. 


2. KEEP a continual and watchful Guard over 
thy Heart. It is like a City, liable every Moment 
both to inward Commotion, and outward Aſſault. 
The Fountain of Original Impurity, though its 
main Stream be ſtayed by the ſanctifying Power of 
Cbriſts ſaving Blood: yet it doth ſtill leſs or more 
bubble up. The World doth labour continually 
with her three great battering Engines, of Plea- 
ſure, Riches, and Honours, to lay it waſte. The 
Devil watches Opportunity to hurl in his 

fiery Darts, and caſt all into Combuſtion. Preci- 
ous therefore, is that Precept; Keep thy Heart with 
all Diligence, Prov. iv. 23. 


In thou mayeſt do this with more Succeſs, 
Firſt, Watch over the Windows of thy Soul, the 
Senſes. It is incredible what Pollution the Devil 
conveys inſenſibly through theſe Flood - gates of 
Sin, into their Boſoms who are careleſs this Way. 
Io inſtance in the Ear and Eye: A Tale-bearer 
tells thee, that ſuch a one ſaid of thee fo and fo, 
when in Truth, it was neither ſo nor ſo. Thou 
preſently conceiveſt Thoughts of Diſpleaſure * 
£4 
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gainſt that Man, that never thought thee Ill. Here 
thou ſpilleſt innocent Blood ; for thy Heart mw 
kill, as well as thy Tongue and Hand. It is fit 
therefore for every honeſt Face to fill itſelf with 
Frowns of Diſtaſte and Indignation at the Approach 
of any Tale-teller. As the North Wind driueth 
away Rain, ſo doth an angry Countenance a back-. 
biting Tongue. Concerning the Eye, David's Ex- 
ample may warn the holieſt Men to the World's 
End, to be very watchful with a reſtleſs Jealouſy, 
over that wandring Senſe. - - 18 


SECONDLY, reſiſt and cruſh every exorbitant 
Thought, which draws to Sin, at the very firſt Ri- 
ſing. Say unto thyſelf: „If I commit this Sin, 
it will coſt me more Smart, before I can obtain 
Aſſurance of Pardon, than the ſenſual Pleaſure is 
worth: If I never repent, it will be the Damnation 
of my Soul.” | Lewied 


THIRDLY, entertain ever with all holy Greedi- 
neſs, and make much of all good Motions put in- 
to thy Heart by the bleſſed Spirit. Feed, enlarge, 
and improve them to the utmoſt, with Meditation, 
Prayer and Practice. So thou ſhalt preſerve thy 
Heart in a ſoft, holy, comfortable Temper, which 
is a ſingular Happineſs, 0 0: wn 

3. OFTex lift up thou thy Heart towards Hea - 
ven. What Chriſtian Heart can endure to diſcon- 
tinue its ſweet Familiarity and humble Intercourſe 
with Gop for one Day? Let thy broken Heart 
therefore every Day, beſides ordinary Ejaculati- 
ons, Evening and Morning, and upon other ſpe- 


cial Occaſions, be ſure, 1. To bathe itſelf in the 
Depth of Gop's Mercies in Chri/?, that it may be 
kept thankful, and in Heart to all holy Duties. 2. 
To kifs ſweetly the glorified Body of UNI 
v | i RD 
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LorD, with the Lips of affectionate Love; (tho 
the Diſtance be great, yet the Hand of Faith will 
bring them eaſily together) that it may be preſerv d 
in Peace, Purity, and Oppoſition unto Sin. 2. To 
caſt the Eye of his Hope unto the unutterable Ex- 
cellencies of that immortal Crown above; which 
after this Lite ſhall be ſet upon thy Head by the 


Hand of Gor: a very Glimpſe whereof, is able | 


both to ſweeten the baſeſt Wrongs from the World 
and wicked Men; and to diſpel thoſe Miſts of fad- 
ing Vanities, which this-great Dung-Hill of the 
World heated by the Fire of inordinate Luſts, is 
wont to interpoſe betwixt the Sight of Men's Souls 
and the Bliſs of Heaven. 


VI. Bx very watchful over thy predominant Paſ- 
fon; whether it be Fear, 2 Love, or An- 

All of them are ing enough; but com- 
— one rules over all the reſt rk uNregene- 
rate Man; nay, too often offers to riſe in Rebellion 
even againſt the ſanctiſied Soul. Whatſoever it be, 
1. In thy private Morning Sacrifice, be ſure to lay 
on Load of deepeſt Groans and ſtrongeſt Cries for 
mortifying Grace againſt it, and comfortable Con- 
queſt oyer it. 2. Cut off all Occaſions, whatſoever 
it coſt thee, which may any Ways kindle it. With- 
draw the Fewel that miniſters Food unto that 
Flame, though it ſhall be as painful unto thee, as 
the Plucking out of the Right Eye. 


* — PR IZ x as a moſt comfortable Perfection in 
iſtianity, a right Ordering of thy Tongue. It 
is of ſocial 5 for —— both of 
outward and inward Peace. Original Corruption 
hath put upon every Man's Tongue a hery Edge, 
whereby like a Sword, it kills and flays on all 
Sides; wounds the Souls of the Preſent; mangles 
the good Names of the Abſent, and fo bathes itſelf 
1 in 
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in continual Blood-ſhed; (for there is Heart-Mur- 
der, and Tongue-Murder, as well as Hand- 
Murder) until the Attainment of this Grace. That 
it may therefore neither be unſeaſonably idle, nor 
ſinfully exerciſed, take Notice of, and practiſe, 


I. TxaT much and generally neglected Duty 
of Chriſtian Reproof. © 8 
| THovu ſhalt meet now and then, upon unavoid- 
able Neceffity,, with Men that ſwear, blaſpheme 


Speeches. In this Caſe prophane Men meddle 
not. They hold it a Point of Preciſeneſs to marr 
the Mirth, by calling Sin into Queſtion. They 
are commonly excellent in Railing 7 good 
Man in his Abſence; but they are ſtark naught 
in reproving a notorious Wretch unto his Face. 
If they open their Mouth in this Way, it is com- 
monly in Form, for ſame one's Sake in the Com- 
pany; who, they know, cannot endure it. But 
in ſuch Caſes, the Chriſtian is truly ſolliciteus and 
zealous, and careful how to frame and hold a ſe- 
rious, wiſe, and ſeaſonable Contradiction to the 
Language of Hell. He dares not hold his Peace, 
leſt he be guilty, 1. Of the Parties going an 4 
Sin; 2. Of betraying God's Glory, by a coward- 
ly Silence; and 3. Of wounding his own Conſci- 


ence. 


Fon this Kind of Reproving then, the Chriſtian 
is not to be cenſured. Conſcience, Charity, and 
Gop's Commandment calls upon him for the Per- 
formance of this needful Duty, whenſoever Neceſ- 
ſity, or L re 
upon prophane Wretches; except , be 1 

or Swine. Aba e That 


D Vor. VIII. 
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Oy and holy Things ſhall not be caſt away upon 
ch. 


Tur Ground of this Commandment of Cari, 
1 take to be Two- fold: * 


1. A cours s iO NAT E Care of Gop, even 
over the Lives of his Children. Beſides the con- 
tinual Guard of the bleſſed Angels; his own All- 
ſeeing and All-pitying Eye, doth ever graciouſly 
watch over them; and therefore he forbids them 
to caſt themſelves into the Mouth of a barking 
„or upon the Paw of a revengefull Lion: 
That is, he would not have his Child to vouchſafe 
ſo _— as — — to any wn uy iy | 
or deſperate Swaggerer, that would furio in 
tis Face for offering him a Pearl. 4. 


2. Ax holy Jealouſy over the Glory and Maj 

of his oven bleſſed Ward. It is that holy Wiſdom, 
which iſſued immediately out of his own infinite 
Underſtanding. It is far more pure and unſpotted 
than Silver try'd in a Furnace of Earth, fined ſe- 
ven-fold. It is a facred Pearl, faſhioned by his own 
Almighty Hand in the Palaces of Heaven; and 
ther moſt unworthy to be trodden under Foot, 
or trampled i in the Mire by any fenſual Swine. | 


| —Tursr two Reaſons of the Commandment lie 


in the Text: Give ye not that which is haly unto 8 
Dogs, la they trample them under their Feet, al ll : 
turn again and rent you, Whence we have alſo . 
S and who are te 
F n 
try, By ws are meant obſtinate Ene- a 
mies, that maliciouſly revile the Miniſtry of the 


Word, and the M engers thereof; who nora 
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tread the Words of Inſtruction under Foot, but 
turn again, and rend the Teachers, and furiouſly 
fly in the Face of thoſe who fairly tell them of their 
Faults. Conſider this and tremble, all ye that are 
become ſcornful and furious Oppoſers to the Pow- 
er and Purity of the Word, and to the faithfull 
Miniſters. Alas] poor Wretches! forlorn Caitiffs ! 
you caſt yourſelves deſperately into that accurſ- 
ed and horrible Condition, that every Man is bound 
in Conſcience not to afford you ſo much as an Ad- 
2 or A „ or a Caveat r 
thoſe Curſes, which are coming u * 

you wilfully draw our on Heads that moſt 
fearful Doom from Gop's Spirit: He that is Filthy, 
let bim be Filthy fill. He that is a Swine, let him 
be ſwiniſh ſtill. He that rails againſt the Power 
of Grace, let him continue ſtill a mad Dog. He 
that ſets himſelf maliciouſly againſt the Miniſtry of 
the Word; let that Man receive no Comfort or 
om 44 2 5 If he will needs, let 

im roar {wagger, be drunk, deſpair, die, 

and hen dl. ie 


2. By Swine, are meant thoſe ſcurrilous Wretch- 
es, who ſcornfully trample under Foot all holy In- 
ſtructions and Reproofs. d bar 


I. SOME of theſe are Swine, as it were, only 
in Practice: They do not ſay much, or keep anx 
great Grunting againſt good Men; but they feed 
unſatiably; thou b fllen ly, upon the Droſs of ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures. And if at any Time a Pearl be caſt 
in their Way, (I mean a ſeaſonable Reproof) they 
trample it in the Mire, and with a brutiſh Baſe- 
neſs tread it under Foot; becauſe indeed they hate 
to be reformed, and are reſolved not_to exchange 
theſe worldly Pleaſures for an Hundred Heavens. 
1 EC. 


C 
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2. Org Swine there are, both in Practice 
and Profeflion ; who beſides their hating to be re- 
tormed, and Refolution not to —_ their preſent 
Pleaſures, are alſo poſſeſſed with a Spirit of Scoff- 
ing. Theſe are rather wild Boars: For with a 
furious Inſolenty, they prov oke and challenge the 
mighty Lox u of Heaven, about the Truth of his 
Judgments and Promiſes. ED 1G! 


Ler all fwiniſh Wretches confider this, and 
tremble; who with ſinſul Greedineſs feed upon 
Earthlineſs; who wilfully wallow in the Mud of 
vaniſhing Pleaſures, and will not be waſhed; who 
come to, and depart from the Houſe of Gop, 
with a Reſolution, not to change their old Fa- 
ſhions, {ſity the Preacher what he will) but to live, 


and end their Days in their former Courſes of Pro» 
phanenefs. . 21; [08 yiuouteae Fami- 25%} 3619 
10 iche on, 51:22 nil vi 350 NT a2 


-  Curs8D: alſo is the Condition of all you that 
are Scoffers at Godlineſs and good Men. You 
have wearied yourſelves fo long in- walking and 
ſtanding in wicked Ways, that you are now ſet 
down at Reſt in the Chair of Scorners. And there- 
fore, all thoſe that ſtand on the Loxp's Side are 
commanded by Chriſt, there to leave you in your 
damned Caſe, and to diſquiet you no further. And 
what an horrible Depth of ſpiritual Miſery is this; 
That you run furiouſly towards the Pit of Hell, 
and muſt have no Body to ſtay you; not a Man 
to call and cry unto you, That the ficry Lake is 
a little before you? A 


Py OA ew. ond <4 «a « a MG. 


THrovucn we have thus much Light from the 
natural Properties of Dogs and. Swine to deſcry 
them; yet Chriſtians are fore troubled many Times; 
when to ſpeak, and when to hold their Peace; 
whom to repute Dogs and Swine, whom not. 
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I po not ſee, how any conſtant Rule can be gi- 
ven in this Caſe; it is cloathed with ſuch Variety 
of Circumſtances. The Advice which I would 
give is this: When a Man is perplex'd what to do 
amongſt prophane Company; let him conſult wis 
thoſe Boſom-Counſellors, look unto his ſpiritual 
Wiſdom; to his Heart; and to his Conſcience. ' 
Theſe muſt be his Guides in theſe Cafes: And they 
arc Counſellors ever at Hand. 


1. His ſpiritual Wiſdom is to guide him in a 
right Apprehenſion of Circumſtances, and to de- 
fine when he is to interpoſe, and in what Man- 
ner. It muſt tell him ſecretly, when the Cauſe of 
Gop, or the Innocency of a good Man calls ſpe- 
cially upon him for an Apology. It muſt inform him 
how he mult reprove: Whether directly and down 
right, or by Intimation, and Indi 5 whether 
Perſonally, or in the General; whether in a fair 
or milder Manner, or with a more bold and reſo- 
lute Spirit; whether in hot Bloody as it were, of 
afterward to take Occaſton to cenſure the ſame din; 
whether only by Diſcountenance, or Diſcourſe; 
by a ſilent Diſapplauſe (which I think may be ſuf- 
ficient for ſome Men, at ſome Times, in ſome 
Companies) or with ſolemn Proteſtation, and a 
profeſſed Oppoſition and Diſlike. r 


2. LET him alſo look to his Heart, that his 
Reproof ſpring not from any imperious Humour 
of cenſuring, and meddling with his Brethren; 
from a proud Vein of Contradicting; out of a Stoĩ - 
cal Sourneſs, and commanding Surkineſ; from any 
Purpoſe to diſgrace and grieve the Party; from 
Pharifaical Severity; from a ſecret Deſire of pur- 
chaſing Reputation; or from any other By-Reſpect: 
But from an Heart truly humbled: with its own 


lafirmities, zealouſly thankful unto Gop for pre- 
udn 


D 3 ſerving 
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ſerving him from the like Outrage; iouſly re- 
folved into Commiſeration of the Offnder; ifted 
up in a ſecret Supplication for the Pardon of its 
own Sin, Succeſs of the Reproof, and Salvation 
of the Party. 1 5 


3. Hrs Conſcience muſt guide him in the right 
Path, between two Extreams, which in theſe Caſes 
Men are apt to incur: I mean, faint-hearted Si- 
lence, and furious Zeal. | 


- 1. Men many Times, by Reaſon of unchriſtian 
Cowardlineſs, would gladly make all ſuch Offend- 
ers, Dogs and Swine; that thereby they might 
challenge the Privilege of Exemption from the Diſ- 
charge of that Chriſtian Duty. Though their 
Ears be filled with the Oaths and Blaſphemies of 
thoſe that are about them, and Railings againſt 
good Men, and the Ways of Gop; yet they never 
open their Mouth. Oh! theſe are vile Cowards in 
good Cauſes, and a Kind of Traitors to Chri- 
ianity. By ſuch ſinful Silence, they labour to 

urchaſe a Name of No-meddlers in other Men's 

atters; of wiſer and more moderate Chriſtians. 
But let them know, That ſuch No-meddling, is a 
Kind of Soul-murthering. Such Wiſdom is not 
that of the Scripture, but the Wilineſs of that red 


Dragon, ſuggeſted by Hell. 


2. SOME others, it may be, but not near fo 
many, run into the other Extreme, and out of 
a furious Zeal, with Boiſterouſneſs fly in the Face 
of ſome 8 » with an undigeſted 
and unſeaſonable f; whereby they both in- 
curr the Guilt of giving an holy Thing unto 2 
Dog, and unnec ger from the Fury of 
the Party. Or elſe for Want of ſpiritual Wiſdom, 
they tender an Admonition to ſome ſuch contemp- 

: | L tuous 


ere, 
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tuous ſwiniſh Wretch, as will put by the Word of 
Truth with a ſcurrilous Jeſt; or with a dull, and 
ſcornful Sottiſhneſs trample ĩt under Ft. 


Tus E Cautions premiſed, every Chriſtian 
ought to addreſs himſelf with Reſolution to diſ- 
charge this Duty of Reproving, when a juſt Oc- 
caſion requires it at his Hands. For theſe Reaſons: 


FirsT, In Reſpect to the Party offending, 


I. A SEASONABLE Reproof may, by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, be an Occaſion of Converſion: to 
the Offender. And let him know, That he which 
converteth the Sinner from the Error of his. Way, 
ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhaill-bide a Mul- 
titude of Sins. With what Eagerneſs and Zeal 
ought we to ſtop the Courſe of a reaſonable Crea · 
ture towards the Pit of Hell? Speak then boldly 
in the Cauſe of Gop, when thou heareſt Pg 21 
ther blaſpheme his Name, jeſt with his Ward, 


talk filthily, rail againſt Holineſs, flander good 
Men, plead for prophane Paſtimes, for they are 


, 


ſo many mortal Stabs to his own 


which may do much Miſchief to the Standers by, 
Though thy Reproof prevail not at the preſent; 
yet thou knoweſt not what Impreſſion it may have 
afterward upon his hard Heart, whereby perhaps 


he may think upon a new Courſe, and ſo be a bleſ- 
fod Inftrument of faving 4 Soul. ? 


2. Bur if it have not ſo happy a Succeſs upon 
his Soul, yet it may be, thou mayeſt thereby tame 
his Inſolency ; ſo cool and confound his fwaggeri 
Humour, that he do not glory in his Villainy. 1 
a prophane Wretch will needs ſwear, and rail a- 


gainſt the Servants of Gon, yet let him * 
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that all the while, he fights againſt Gop, damns 
his own Soul, and pleaſes none but Devils, Drunk- 
ards, and deviliſh Men. If he will necds labour 


2 the Ways of Gop; let him know, that his 


ame ſhall rot after him as vilely, as his Carcaſs 
in the Grave; and himſelf burn in Hell _ 
ly, if he hold on in that Humour without timely 
epentance and Reformation. | 


SECONDLY, in ſuch Caſes the Chriſtian muſt 
ſpeak in Reſpet of himſelf; 1. when the Air is 
impoiſoned, Men uſe ſome Perfume, that fo they 
may decline the Noiſomneſs of the Smell, and re- 
pel the Contagion: So when any prophane W retch 
hath let fall any rotten Speech, the Chriſtian with 
a preſent Counter-Poiſon, as it were, of a ſeaſona- 
ble Reproof, ſhould ſtop his own Apprehenſion, 
PRE baſer Infection inſinuate, and ſtain the 


2. SILENCE at ſuch a Time will ſeem to bewray 
thy -Cowardlineſs in the Cauſe of Gop, For it 
will ſeem ſtrange, that thou, who makeſt a Shew 
of ſtanding on the Lok D's Side, ſhould'ſ hear the 
Name of Gop prophaned, or the Innocency of a 
Man trampled upon, and yet never open thy 
outh. As thou therefore deſireſt to hold it thy 
Crown and Honour to be Champion unto the 
4 of Heaven, and the Protector of the 
good Names of good Men, be ever ready to open 
thy Mouth, when a juſt Apology in any of theſe 
Reſpects is needful. 


3. Ir thy Conſcicnce be enlightned, awake, 
tender, and rightly informed, it will ſmite thee 
after the Omiſſion of ſuch a Duty; when after- 
wards thou conſidereſt that by thy Cowardly Si- 
lence, thy Soul is accountable ſor ä 
u 
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thou then would'ſt keep all in Quiet in thine own 
Boſom, ſuffer not Blaſphemies, 'Obſcenitzes,*Rail> 
ing, and other ſuch Talk to paſs uncenfured. It 
was the Voice of cruel Cain, Am I my Brother's 
Keeper But every true and tender — Chriſtian 
doth grieve to ſee many of his Brethren ſtick faſt 
in the Teeth of that red Dragon, and therefore la- 
bours by all Means be can to reſcue them; to ſee 
ſo many about him run as furiouſly as they can, to 
drown themſelves in the Pit of endleſs - ition; 
and therefore as Occaſion ſerves, calls and cries 
unto them to ſtay their Courſe; before the helliſh 
Gil hath une | her Mouth upon chem. 151d 
"Eng of 
Trav in Reſpect of thoſe which be obs 
oy 1. By thy ſpeaking in ſuch a Caſe, thou 
„as it were, the Spirit of Prophaneneſi 
onthe ime; ſo that it do not rage in che reſt., 
as otherwiſe it would. For we may ſometimes ob- 
ſerve, that a ſeaſonable Reproof from a Man of Un- 
derſtanding, upon a Fellow that behaves as 
Swearing were his Portion, and Traducin —..— 
his Trade, doth ſo confound the reſt 
Crew, that they are quite put out of their Humour 


hold in the Weak; that 


2. Tuo mayeſt 
they be not ſcandalized. 


3. Thoo mayeſt bold up the Hearts of 8 
Chriſtians, that they be not ca down with the Do 
mineering of en 


FourTHLy, in Reſpet of Gop Himſelf: 1. 


That though the Days wherein we live, be ſtrangely 
prophane; yet that it may appear, God hath ſome 
to ſpeak for Him: That and there God hath a 
Champion, who fearleſs of the Face of a Man, 
ne defend his Ways, and ſtand on m—_— | 

2. DUT 
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2. Bur above all, let that ſtrict Charge from 
God's own Mouth, (Levit. 19. 17. Thou fbalt nit 
hate thy Brother in thine Heart: Thou ſbalt in any 
wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon 
him) fright every one of us out of our ſinful Si- 
lence and Cowardlineſs this Way. | 


Tax Notice of a three-fold Duty, which lies 
upon every Chriſtian in his Carriage towards Men 
before their Faces: 1. Chriſtian Admonition: As, Ii 
a Brother be overtaken with a Fault, or ſome leis 
Offence, we are to admoniſh him in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, Gal. 6. 1. 2. Chriſtian Reproof: As, If 
he offend more grievouſly, we are freely to reprove 
him; and not to ſuffer Sin to reſt 175 him, Levit. 
19. 17. 3. Chriſtian Silence: As, If he be a Son of 
Belial, a Dog, or a Swine; we are commanded by 
Chri/t to ſay nothing; Matth. 7. 6. Neither ꝓri- 
vate Admonition, nor brotherly Reproof is to be 
vouchſaſed to prophane Riiffians, who would en- 
tertain it with Cruelty or Scurrilit x.. 


IT. Onsenve a anQtified Silence, from, 0 


1. RAsRH Cenſuring, which is ſeverely cenſured 
by Cbri Himſelf, and ſet as a viſible Brand upon 
the Face of the Hypocrite. Leave Phariſees and 
falſe Hearts, to paſs. raſh Cenſures againſt thoſe, 
who are far better than themſelves. ' A fincere 
Heart is ever moſt cenſorious and ſevere againſt it- 
ſelf; moſt ſearching into, and ſenſible of its own 
Sins: It knows right well, by Experience, what 
Bitterneſs of Spirit ſprings from the Survey of ſcan- 
dalous Tranſgreſſions in cold Blood. It feels Dead- 
neſs of Heart, Leſſening of Graces, Loſs of Com- 
forts to enſue upon every Relapſe. It finds. too 
often, that if it foſter in itſelf any Corruption or 
ſecret Luſt, the Lox p will not hear its * 
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It is well acquainted with the Preciouſneſs of a 
peaceful Conſcience, and Gop's favourable Coun- 
tenance, which it cannot poſſibly enjoy, if it lie 
in any one Sin. 'This being the Experience of an 
upright Heart; it is moſt Eagle-ey'd and watchful 
over, moſt ſtrit and ſevere againſt its own Sins. 
Which Home-Employment hinders a Man from 
too much Meddling Abroad. This World of 
Work within, about his own Soul, ties his 
Tongue from being ſo buſy in cenſuring other 
Mens Faults. N thou wouldſt have a 
true Teſtimony of taking thine own Sins to Heart, 
keep a conſtant and narrow Watch over th 

Tongue: Be very. ſparing in ſpeaking the Evil 
— thou knoweſt of Gthers: Judge no Man 

Ye | | | 
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Yea, but ſome: will ſay, howſoever you put it 
upon prophane Men; yet it is well known, your 
Sort are the only ſhrewd Cenſurers, very ſevere a- 
bout other Mens Faults, and ſtill ready, by their 
peremptory Judging, to ſend all others unto Hell, 
fave elves, and thoſe of their own Sect. 


4 3 4 _ VV e . en 075 


Tar1s I grant, is many Times the prophane 
Man's Cenſure of the true Chriſtian, and therein 
he diſcovers himſelf to be a true Hypocrite: For 
he cenſures ſincere-hearted Men, to be Cenſorious, 
when himſelf is the only unconſcionable Cenſurer. 
He reproves God's faithful Ones for Reproving, 


when himſelf full often amongſt his Cons, 
condemns for Counterfeits, without all Ground,. 
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or Truth, thoſe whom the Lozp Himſelf juſtifies. 
for true- hearted Nathanaels. e 83. 2 
8 To rectify thy Judgment in this. Point of pri- 
vate Judging; obſerve, | T1 3o vile 
a | 1. FiksT 
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I. Firsr, that all Judging and Cenſuring is 
not here condemned. We may judge the Tree by 
its Fruit. If we ſee a Fellow e in his 
lewd rebellious Courſes; as Swearing, W horedom, 
Scoffing at Religion, and the like: We may (leav- 
ing his final Doom to the Searcher of all Hearts) 
judge him for the preſent, to be in a moſt wretch- 
ed State. But in ſuch Caſes, beſides juſt Cauſe, 
be ſure of a warrantable Calling, conſcionabk 
End, and no Beam in thine own Eye. 


2. SECONDLY, let us take Notice of ſome Dif. 
ferences between the true Profeſſors, and prophane 
Man's Cenſuring. It differs, in Reſpect; 


1. Or the Object. The principal Object dai 
carnal Mens Cenſures, is the zealous Profeſſor. 
Dogged they are many Times amongſt themſelves, 
but to the People of Gon, are not only 
Dogs, but even enraged Devils. The moſt reſo- 
lute for Gop's Glory, and in good' Cauſes, is or- 
dinarily moſt railed againſt,” and reviled. The 
foul Spirit of Good Fellnwſhis, As call it, is 
ſtill foaming out againſt them the fouleſt Cen- 
ſures: That they are Hypocrites, Humouriſts, pe- 
ſtilent Fellows, and all that is Nought. Davis 
was ſo charged by Saul and his Courtiers: Ferem:- 
ah by the prophane Nobles: Chr: Himſelf by the 
Scribes and Phariſees: The Primitive Chriſtians by 
the Fleathens: And all that will live godly in Chr:/ 
Feſus, muſt look for the ſame Perſecution amon 
the Men of this World. And in this itching Hu- 
mour of Cenſuring the Servants of Go p, the 
Wicked are ſo eager, that rather than they will want 
Matter, they will ſnatch it from the invenom'l 
Tongue of a Tale-bearer; from the ſlanderous 
Folly of ſome ſcurrilous Jeſter, the frothy: Raving 
of a greaſy, drunken Ale-Houſe-Haunter; wh 
62” #4 | 3 ia 
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rather than fail, forge it out of their own prophane 
Fancies, and ſuck it, as they oo out of their 
own Fi ingen. ö | 


On the other Side, the ordinary Objea of the 
Chriſtian's Cenſure, is according to Chri/?s Rule: 
Thoſe Trees which diſcover themſelves. by the 
Fruits, which hang upon them in the Sight of the 
Sun. And yet that alſo muſt be ſeaſoned with 
Charity, Diſcretion, Seaſonableneſs, Freedom from 
Spleen, Humour, and Paſſion. As the Hand 
faſteneth a Salve upon any ſore Part of the Body: 
and then covers it; ſo they apply a gentle and mild 
Reproof, that it may ſecretly heal, and the World 
be never the Wiſer. | 


2. Ix Reſpect of the Order. The true Chriſti- 
an ever caſts the firſt Stone at himſelf, begins with 
himſelf, ſearcheth his own Heart, — his own 
Ways, and abandons all his known Sins; and then 
he may with more Succeſs cenſure others. But 
thoſe who hate to be reformed, begin 1 with Others, 
are moſt prying into other Mens Carriages, peruſ- 
ing other Mens Lives, but have never any Leiſure 
to look into their Hearts. 


8 IN Reſpect of the Manner. Phariſees are 
wont peremptorily to paſs their Cenſures upon the 
more Righteous themſelves, with Pri 
Scornfulneſs, and Inſultation; But the Cenſures 
Chriſtians are mingled with much en 
Pity, and Love. 


4. Is Reſpect of Truth. Prophane Mens Cen- 
ſures of God's, Servants are many Times, not 
only groundleſs and falſe; but alſo abſurd, with- 
out any Shadow at all of 1 The Ene- 


"Yor. VI We cenſored him, 89 have. 
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Devil. Hlijab was accounted a Troubler of //- 
ruel; who was in Truth, the Chariots and 
Horſemen thereof. Ihe Princes ſuggeſted to the 
King, that Jeremiah was a Traitor to the State; 
from which he was fo far, that he deſired his Head 
to be Waters, and his Eyes Springs of Tears, that 
he might weep Day and Night for the Deſolations 
of it. Proportionable for Monſtrouſneſs of Falſ- 
hood, are many Cenſures paſſed upon Profeſſors at 
this Day. | 


O the other Side, God's People are very care- 
ful and tender what Cenſures they paſs upon others. 
They conceive and ſpeak the beſt of every one, 
untill his open Fruits clearly convince the con- 
trary. They are ſo far from violent Wreſting of 
Mens Words, or Behaviour to the worſt Senſe, 
that if Matters be but probable, they are ever car- 
_ ried the more charitable Way. They are fo far 
from cenſuring others without Truth and Proof; 
{which is the ordinary Practice of moſt Men)' that 
they never ſpeak the Ill they certainly know by 
their” Brethren, - but with Fearfulneſs, and fome 
Kind of Enforcement. bs 


2. SECONDLY, be ſilent from Slandering, and 
Backbiting, Here I will ſay nothing of the groſſer 
Sort of Slander, becauſe of them, Gop's Children 
are more eaſily ſenſible. But let me a little adviſe 
and awaken thee to further Inſpection of the 
Point; leſt ſometimes even in telling the Truth, thou 
be intangled in the Briars of this baſe Sin, and juſtly 
incurr the Fault of a falſe Accuſer; which thou 
mayeſt many Ways. r. By diſcovering ſecret In- 
Kemifies, which I that covereth a Multitu 
of Sins, would have concealed. 2. By drawing 
_ out of other Mens Words, Actions, and Behavi- 
| ö : never 
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never dreamed on; and by. fathering upon them 


ſuch Senſes, as an i ial Expoſitor could never 
poſſibly extract. It is the eaſieſt Thing of a Thow- 
land, to ſpoil the C of the moſt beautiful Ac- 


tions with Surmiſes of By-end. For a Man's owa 
Pride and that of the Devil himſelf, are ready 


Midwives at ſuch monſtrous Conceptions. 3. By 


intermixi 


lating all 


without any warrantable Calling thereunto. 
Hes therefore it will be ſeaſonable, for Help 


againſt this more plauſible, but peſtilent Kind of 
ndering, to tell you, that Telling the Evil that is 
true of another, in his Abſence, doth brand you 


wich he Guilt of Back-Bizecy, fave induch Gale 2 


1. Fus, of Good to the Party Abſent. For 
Inſtance: Thou informeſt thy Friend of 2 third 
Man; telling him, that he begins to break out 
into bad Courſes, and ſo to a more par- 
ticular Diſcovery of his Carriage: But all this pur · 
poſely for the Benefit of the Paity, And therefore 
thou intreateſt thy preſent Friend, that he would 
improve the utmoſt of that Power which he hath, 
for his Amendment. ==: 
2. Or Expedience for him that heareth; When 
he is in Danger of Injury from the Party ſpoken of, 
For Inſtance; Ihou mayeſt lawfully lay out a 
Counterfeit in his Colours, for Prevention of the 
Miſchief, which might enſue, if his Character 
were concealed, - | | | | n 
3. Or Neceſſity for him which ſpeaketh: That 
he may be preſerved from Guilt, which by Aying 
nothing, he ſhould bring upon aimdelf, der 
8 2 ce: 
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ſtance: There comes to thy Notice ſome notori- 
ous Villain, which Concealment might animate to 
further Exceſs; but ſeaſonable Advertiſement given 
to Authority, as to a Magiſtrate, Miniſter, Tutor, 
Father, Maſter, or Governor ofa Family, might bea 
Means to ſtay the Torrent. In this Caſe thou haſt 
a Calling to reveal, inform, and implore fuperior 
Aſſiſtance: And therefore thoſe of the Houſe of 
—_— did well to certify Paul, of the Diſorders a- 

mongſt the Corinthians: And Paul's Siſter's Son, to 
acquaint the chief Captain, with that deviliſh Plot 
againſt Paul. Otherwiſe, | both thou and they, by 
cowardly Silence might incur Guilt even for other 
Mens Sins fo unhappily concealed. 

4. FouRTHLY, when a ſeaſonable, warrantable 
Occaſion is given Wr of rm os 
Chriſtian Duty, as FA. 

* 


1. Or Instruction, and been en 
Thou haſt a Friend, whom thou ſeeſt, and feareſt 
1s entering a licentious Courſe; whereupon thou 
telleſt him, that ſuch and ſuch a Man, from Con- 
tempt of the World, Prophanation of the Sabbath, 
Diſobedience to Parents, fell into a Knot of lewd 
Companions, then to Gaming, at laſt, to the Gal- 
lows: And therefore thou adviſeſt him to take l 
in Time. $914" $40:4 


out of ſome 


2. or coalfing Gov for the rooti 
ſion thou 


implacable Perſecutor. Upon which ( 
diſcovereſt unto thy Friend many P and Plots 
of his Cruelty and Hate againſt the Kingdom of 
Chris. But in ſuch Caſes look unto thy Heart with 
extraordinary Watchfulnefs, that thou do it ſimply 
and fincerely; out of Zeal to the Glory of Gon, 
9 of the Goſpel, and Peace of the Church: 
Otherwiſe, inſtead of a Chriſtian ns it win 
prove a curſed Cruelty. | 


1 Or 


comfortable Walking with God. 53 


3. Or Prayer. Thou art acquainted with the 
ſecret Plots of ſome Tyrant againſt the People of 
Gop; whereupon thou unmaſkeſt his Malice a- 
mongſt thy Chriſtian Friends, to the End that they 
may contribute their Prayers for the Confuſion of 
all the Devices of Hell. Lears, Patience, and Pray- 
ers, were ever the defenſive Weapons of Gon's 
People. 


On thus: Thou obſeryeſt One to have continu- 
ed long a Profeſſor, but now unhappily he begins 
to grow negligent, to ſuffer immoderate Imploy- 
ment and Intanglement in the World, to. waſte his 
Heavenly- Mindedneſs; ſo that in all Likelihood 
(op will ſhortly give him over unto ſome ſcanda- 
lous Fall, as a Puniſhment of his Back-ſliding : 
Whereupon thou diſcovereſt unto thy Chriſtian 
Friends his declining State, only that they may 
join -with thee in Prayer, that Fe Lorp would 


by 22 to ſtay him, and re- eſtabliſh him in his 


e. 


4. Or vindicating the Power and Truth of Re- 
ligion. Thus, thou art in Company, where thou 
heareſt a meer civil Man, or formal Profeflor at the 
beſt, of whom thou thyſelf can ſt aver out of thy cer- 
tain particular Knowledge, that he is utterly unac- 
quainted with the Myſtery of Godlineſs; I fay, thou 
heareſt ſuch a Man commended for his Religion, 
and Fear of Gop; which Commendation, if he 
carry away without Contradiction, the reſt of the 
Company may be very greedy to apprehend ſuch 4 
Precedent. . Now in this Caſe, it may concern 
thee, but with as much Wiſdom, Diſcretion, and 
Charity as thou canſt poſſibly, to diſrobe ſuch a 


Perſon of the Reputation of that Holineſs which he 


never had; leſt both ＋ By-Standers be heartned 
; Nn E 3 bene 0 


— 
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to come ſhort of Heaven, and the Power of Chriſ- 
tianity be diſparaged. | 


III. Pray for, and practiſe an holy Dexterity, to 
divert from wicked or worldly Talk, to more hea- 
venly Diſcourſe. Methinks, it is great Pity, that 
Profeſſors ſhould ever meet without ſome Talk of 
their meeting in Heaven, or of the bleſſed: Ways 
that lead thereunto. Yet many Times, worldly 
Matters, Talk of others, or ſome more remarkable 
Accidents and Affairs abroad, ſpeculative Curioſi- 
ties, Ceremony, or other Impertinencies, take up 
even from Gop's Children, too much of many 
golden Seaſons, which might preciouſly ſerve, by 
their mutual diving into the great Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, and Walks of Chriſtianity, to increaſe a- 
mongſt them ſpiritual Warmth, and Reſolution 
againſt all Oppoſitions, and to build up one a- 
nother in their moſt holy Faith, Acquaintance 
with Temptations, comfortable Walking with 
Gop. To confront this common Miſchief, come 
unto them prepared, as I adviſed before. But if 
the Company be contrary minded, and uninured to 
the Language of Canaar, interpoſe all thy Wit, 
Courage, Authority, and Eloquence, to draw them 
from their idle Talk; and by a wiſe, plauſible Di- 
verſion, and modeſtly over-ruling Tranſition, car- 
ry the Current of their Diſcourſe, all thou canſt, 
towards ſome good and ſpiritual End. 


1. To which End, obſerve, and apprehend' all 
Opportunities and Occurrences, which may mi- 
niſter Matter of Digreſſion/ into divine Talk; and 
acquaint thyfelf with the Art of abſtracting ſacred 
Inſtructions from the Book of the Creatures and 
Buſineſſes in Hand. It was the Practice of our 
Bleſſed Saviour: Upon Mention of Bread, Matth. 
xvi. He preſs d upon his Diſciples to avoid the Lea- 
ven 
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ven of the Phariſees. When He obſerved, John vi. 
a Number of People throng about Him for miracu- 
lous Bread, He digreſſed into a moſt heavenly Diſ- 
courſe of the Food of Life. Upon Occaſion of 
Drink being denied Him by the Samaritan Wo- 
man, F Amy iv. He labours to allure her to the 
Well-Head of rann; Happineſs. 


2 Havr ever in a Readineſs ſome common 
Heads of quickning Motives to mind heavenly 
Things: As the curſed Condition of our natural 
State, the Vanity and Vexations of all earthly 
T hings, the Everlaſtingneſs of our State in ano- 
ther World, the ſudden Execution of Gop's fierce 
Wrath upon ſome notorious Ones even in this 
Life; eſpecially thoſe, which are freſheſt in Me- 

mory, the Terrors of Death, the Dreadfulneſs of 
that laſt and great Day drawing on apace. The 
Mention of theſe Things, many Times will ſtrike 
full cold to the Heart of the moſt fi ring and 
ſenſual Belſhazzars, and may by God's Blefling 
prepare and ſoften them for Remorſe, and more 
heavenly * 


3. Bur above all, oor | into thine own Heart an 
Habit of Heaven! -mindedneſs by much Exerciſe, 
Entercourſe, vr Acq — with God, in 
pouring out of thy Soul before Him, in renewing 
thy Peace, and comfortable Acceſs unto Him upon 
every Fall and Check of Conſcience, in Contem- 
plation of the inexplicable Sweetneſs, Glory, and 
Eternity of thoſe Manſions above; in 3 
the Secret of his Kingdom by the Help of 
bleneſs and godly Fear; by private Employment 


of thy Soul in ſolemn Reflections; recounting with 
j Variety of Trains it was detained in the 
State of Darkneſs; what Delays and Aſſaults it 
met with in its Way to Light; what Terrors it 


paſſed 
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fled through in the Pangs of its new Birth ; the 
nations incident to its Infancy in Grace, 
Progreſs and Growth in ſeveral Graces, and the 
whole Body of Chriſtianity ; Relapfes, Deſertions, 
their Diſcoveries, Recoveries, with all the Means 
and Circumſtances: In a Word, by a punctual 
obſerving how God deals with it every Day; be, 
I fay, thus bleſſedly buſied at Home in thine own 
Heart, and thou ſhalt find thyſelf more plentiful in 
Holy Talk when thou comeſt Abroad. | 


W are moſt apt to pour out ourſclves in Pub- 
lick, according to our private Contemplations. 
The Conferences of free and unreſerved Spirits 
are ordinarily nothing elſe, but the Clothing of 
their ordinary Heart-ſecrets with familiar Forms of 
Speech. Men for the moſt Part, ſpeak moſt, and 
moſt willingly of thoſe Things they mind molt, 
I adviſe thus in this Point, that thou mayeſt be ha- 
bituated and heartned, in the Art and Exerciſe of 
putting forward good Talk; or of diverting and 
drawing towards better in Caſe of the contrary, 
Otherwiſe, thou ſhalt never be able to hold out with 
Conſtancy and Courage, to croſs many Times the 
general Mirth of the Company, to put worldly 
wiſe Men out of their Element of earthly Talk, to 
draw Worldlings to hear of heavenly Things. 


VIE. Warch over narrowly, with the Eye of 

a tender Conſcience, and conduct with ſpiritual . 
Prudence, every Action thou undertakeſt, -whe- 
ther Natural, Civil, of Mercy, or of Religion. 
To which Particulars, before I deſcend, let me 
premiſe this Principle concerning Actions in gene- 
In every one of thine Actions, look that e- 

very Concurrent be juſtifiable, that every Ingredi- 
ent be gracious. For Inſtance; - 


1. Ir 
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1. Ir muſt be good in its own Nature, and 
warrantable out of the Word; by which all 
Things muſt- be ſanRified unto thee, (as a good 
Servant will venture upon Nothing, but what he 
knows will pleaſe his Maſter.) Otherwiſe, let the 
Perſon be never ſo pleaſing unto Gop, his Inten- 
tion never ſo good, his Heart never ſo zealous, the 
Means, Cireumſtances and End never fo excellent, 
yet u i Nought) . a mE age 

2. Tux Object, whereabout the Action is ex- 
erciſed, muſt be qualified according to the Rules 
of Religion. Alms-deeds, are acceptable Sacrifices 
unto Gop: But amongſt other Cautions, the Par- 
ties that are to be made Partakers thereof, are to 
be ſingled out with Diſcretion. 1. The true 
Wants of a Chriſtian,” ſnhould in the firſt Place, 
draw Bounty from a truly charitable Heart: Ac- 
cording to that, Gal. v. 10. As we thave Oppar 
tunity, let us ds Good unto all Men, eſperially unto 
them who are of the Houſhold of Faith. 2. In the 
next Place, Lame, the Blind, the Sick, the 
Aged, or any that Gop hath made Poor. 3. Any 
whoſoever in a Caſe of true Neceflity, whatſoever 
the Party hath been before. But now, if thou 
makeſt ice of a ſturdy Beggar, an idle Rogue, 
the Shame and Plague of this noble Kingdom ; 
thou doſt not only deprive thyſelf of the Com- 
fort of a charitable Deed ; but encourageſt an exe- 
crable irreligious Paganiſm in ſuch lazy Drones, 
unprofitable Burdens of the Earth, and intolerable 
Caterpillers of the Common-wealth. | 


3. Tnov muſt alſo look unto the Matter. For 
Inſtance: The Matter of thy Bounty, muſt be 
thine own Goods got lawfully ; otherwiſe it will 
prove, in Reſpect of Divine Allowance, but an a- 
bominable Sacrifice: | 


4. THE 
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4. Tur Perſon muſt be acceptable unto Gp: 
Otherwiſe his beſt Deeds, are but beautiful Abo- 
minations: Services moſt Sacred in their own 
Nature; as, Prayer, Hearing the Word, Receiving 
the Sacrament, are from the Altar of his unſancti- 
fied Heart, but as the Offering of Stwines Blood, 
If thou be not juſtiſed by Faith, and accepted 
through Chri/t, all thy Actions, natural, civil, re- 
ligious ; whatſoever is within thee, or without 
thee; the Uſe of the Creatures; all thy Courſes 
and Ways, are turned into Sins and Pollutions. 


5. Taz Heart muſt be ſincere, elſe even the 
nobleſt Duties of Religion are Nothing. The //- 
raclites Humiliation, Secking GoD, Returning, and 
Inguiring Early after Him, was all but Temporary 
and Unſound, becauſe therr Heart was not Upright. 
I ben He flew them, then they fought Him : And 
they returned, and enquired Early after Gon. And 
they remembred, that Gon was their Rack: and the 
High Gon, their Redeemer. Nevertheleſs, they did 
but flatter Him with their Mauth: and they lied uta 
Alis with their Tongues. For their Heart was not 


6, Tur Means muſt be „ otherwiſe, be 
the End never ſo excellent; let there be never fo 
exact Concurrence of all other Cauſes; yet the 
Glory of the Action is quite darken'd to the Man 
that employs any wicked Means for the Atchieve- 
ment. Suppoſe that by a Lie, thou couldſt 
fave a Man's Life, his Soul, the Souls of all the 
Men upon the Earth; nay, win thereby unto Gop 
as much Glory, as accrues unto Him by all Crea- 
tures; yet for all this, on thy Part, all were naught, 
For it is a ſacred Principle, ſealed unto by Truth 
itſelf: Me muft de no Ill, that Good may come. 


7. THE 


kt A. 4 * — Q . "SS "ou" "= On 


theſe outward 
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7. Tae Circumftances muſt be ſeaſonable. For 


Inſtance: Private Prayer is a precious Service: But 
jet it be ſeaſonable for the Circumſtance of Place, 
or elſe it may loſe its fweet-fmelling Savour in the 
Noftrils of f Bon. The Cloſet, or ſome retired 
Place, is fit for this Exerciſe; which the more fe- 
cret, the more ſincere. Meditation upon divine 
Myſteries is an excellent Exerciſe, ſo it be con- 
fined to a fit Time: But in the Heat of the Preach- 
er's pouring out his Soul for us in Prayer, it is ſin- 
ful, — unſeaſonable. Calling to Mind ſpe- 
cial Paſſages formerly heard, or read, to preſs 
them with more Liſe and Power upon the Conſci- 
ence, is a right needful Duty: But fo to do at a 
Sermon, or when we ought to bend our beſt At- 
tention to the Preſent, is but one of Satan's Tricks 


uw an Angel, to rob us of the Com- 
5f the Grdinance in Hand, 


8. Tus End Aſo muſt be atifoottrable in Good- 
neſs; otherwiſe, let the whole Affait be carried ne- 
ver fo fairly i in the Eyes of Men; yet with Gon 
it is no better than Cutting e 2 Deg's Neck. 
Jebu did noble Service, by his te rooting out 
that bl and idolatrous Houſe of 4hab: And 
ſweet in Noſtrils of Gop, was that great Sa- 
crifice of Baa['s Prieſts: And yet for all this, all 
tous Actions, were to Gop but 
as the Killing of a Man; becauſe his Eye was not 
upon the right End, Gop's Glory. He principally 
aimed at the fecure Settlin the Crown upon 
his own Head, by an utter — iſhment of the 
King's Family. ” Had his Aim M right, his 


Heart had been as well ſet againft the golden Calves 
in Dan and Bethel, as his and Sword again | 


the idolatrous Houſe of Baal. 2 
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Now I come to ſome Particulars; and 


I. Fist, Concerning Viſits. Ever before thou 
go out of thy Doors, upon any Occaſion, weigh 
well in the Balance of an holy Wiſdom, all Cir- 
cumſtances, Company, Probability of all Events, 
and Conſequents on both Sides; of Staying at 
Home, or Going Abroad; Viſiting this or that 
Friend; Undertaking that or the other Buſineſs; 
and ever reſolve that Way, which in all Likelihood 
will bring moſt, Glory unto Gop, Good unto O- 
thers, and Comfort unto; thine own Conſcience. 
Let Worldlings waſte their Time in thoſe imper- 
tinent Viſits, which have no other Motive, but 
a Defire to be rid of Time; no Iſſue, but Temp- 
tation, and greater Diſability to Good. But let 
every wiſely reſolute Chriſtian, diſdain to ſtep 
over his Threſhold, without a warrantable Calling; 
aim at ſome probable Good to come, Honour to 
Gon, Good unto our Brethren, Diſcharge of ſome 
Duty of our Calling, Performance of Chriſtian 
Offices, of Charity, Humanity, mutual Comfort- 
ing, Confirming, Refreſhing, and Building up onc 
another in our meft, bay Faith. Otherwiſe he ſhall 
be in great Danger to return Home far worſe, than 
when he went out; laden both with more perſonal 
Guiltineſs, and Acceſſarineſs to others Sins; bleed- 
ing with ſome, freſh Bruiſe of Conſcience ; failing 
in ſome Chriſtian Duties; grown into a further 
Eſtrangement from Gon; or deep ſunk into ſome 


ſenſual Conformities with this World. 


Som Actions, Iconfeſs, in their own Nature are 
indifferent; but cloathed with Circumſtances, are not 
ſo; but e become morally Good, or Evil, 
to the Doer. And therefore the Aſſertion of Catari- 
nus, in the Council of Trent, was conſonant to 
Scripture. Every particular Action (ſaid he) is Geed 

or 
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or Evil, neither is there to be found any one Indi ſte- 

rent, (He means in the actual Exiſtence; in the 
* General there may.) It is ſo alſo in the preſent 
. Point of Viſitations. | 


Sz 2. ALTHOUGH” the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. x. 27. in 
at theſe Words; ¶ And ye be diſpoſed to go] ſeems to 
* intimate, that it is not abſolutely unlawful for a 
5 Chriſtian, eſpecially if invited, to viſit an irreligi- 
d ous Man; yet, let none who deſires to preſerve 
)- Peace in his own Boſom, preſume hereupon to 
2 plunge himſelf into any unwarrantable 

2 ments with worldly Men. If any of Gop's Chil- 
pe dren therefore, at any Time be diſpoſed to take any 
p- Allowance from this Place, to invite, or viſit Ene- 
ct mies to the Purity of Religion, or Power of God- 
ep lineſs; let him caſt his Eye alſo upon thoſe Caſes 
£5 and Cautions, which may make it comfortable. 
to They are ſuch as theſe: 1. Their Salvation. 2. 
ne Thy own Safety. 


an | 
* 1. Fox the Firſt, beſure to propoſe their ſpiri- 
ne tual Good, as at leaſt thy principal End. But 
all unleſs we ſtand ſtoutly n our Guard, we are 


an far likelier to be perverted by them, than they con- 
la verted by us: And therefore at ſuch Times it con- 
d- cerns us much, to colle& all the Powers of our 
Ng Souls, with ſpecial Addreſs and Reſolution, to vin- 
Jet dicate, all we can, the Truth, and Servants of 
nc Gop, from all Cenſure. Let us labour to brin 
as much Wiſdom and Courage, to confront an 
countermine, as the Devil's Proctors, Cunning and 
Ire Malice, to undermine the Kingdom of 2 
ot It is laudable for the Phyſicians of the Body, to 
il, viſit ſometimes ſuch Patients, as are infected with 
* contagious Diſeaſes; ſo they arm themſelves with 
to Preſervatives, to prevent and repel the Noifomneſs 
od il of the Air, and noxious Vapours: So it may not 
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prove unſeaſonable for ſpiritual Phyſicians, to be 
drawn ſometimes out of a Deſire of doing Good, 
into the Company of thoſe, who are over-run with 
the Leproſy of gin; ſo they be fore-arm'd with 
Prayer, Premeditation, and Watchfulneſs, to pre- 
ſerve their own Souls from ſpiritual Infection. 


2. SECONDLY, in Caſe of thy own Safety; but 
fo, that in ſo doing, thy Heart be not conſcious of 
{laviſh Diſtruſt, falſe Fears, Prejudice of God's 
Providence, Reliance upon the Arm of Fleſh: But 
that it approve upon good Ground, the preſent 
Occaſion, whether of Invitation or Viſitation, as 
a Means offer'd by Go p to mitigate the Malice, 
and mollify the Hearts of thoſe, which might do 
thee a Miſchief. Gop's Children ſhould not, out 


of an auſtere Retiredneſs, enrage unneceſlarily the 


too much already alienated Affections of the Con- 
trary- minded; but, ſo far as they may, without 
Wound of Conſcience, or Imputation of ſpiritual 
Cowardlineſs, obſerve them with ſuch common 
Offices of Humanity, which may keep them, if 
not hearty Friends, yet at leaſt moderate Enemies. 
But at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Company, thou 
hadſt Need put on a great of ( and 
Patience, Wiſdom -, Watchfulneſs; and warily 
decline two obvious Errors, and dangerous Ex- 
tremes; furious Zeal, and faint-hearted Silence. 


3. Discover not ſuch extreme Weakne! 
Baſeneſs of Mind, as to ſuffer the Eye of thi 
heavenly Spirit, to be any Whit dazzled with the 
Gliſtering of outward. Glory; or to hunt with 
fawning Terror, the tranſitory Favour of worldly 


Greatneſs, 


4 Wan thou viſiteſt others, or thyſelf inviteſt 
them; take Notice before-hand, with as punctual 
$7544 | Survey, 


- 
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Survey, as thou canſt, of their Humours, Diſpo- 
ſitions, Opinions, and Behaviours; and thereupon 
hy my convenient and feaſonable Matter, where- 
wo A 0 mayſt apply thyſelf with all Meeknefs of 
iſdom and patient Diſcretion, to inſinuate, argue, 
anſwer, reprove, reply, and fo demean thyſelf in 
_ thy whole Diſcourſe, that neither the Glory of 
Gor, the Reputation of Chriſtianity, or das 
own Conſcience, receive any Wound. Would 
Chriſtians hold this Courſe, they would at ſuch 
Times, not fo often depart with ſpiritual Diſcon- 
tent, and ſo ſmitten with Conſciouſneſs: of their 
Silence, Omiſſions, Cowardlineſs, and unprofita- 
bleneſs in Company. 
Tuvus much of Viſits. Now, 


II. ConcerninG natural Actions, as Meat, 
Drink, Sleep, I ſhall not fay much. For were it 
not, that thro! the Curſe of Nature, we infatuate 
our Reaſon with Senſuality and wilful Blindneſs; 
every Man might be a Rule unto himſelf this Way. 
Hence that Proverb: Every Man is either a Fool, 
or a Phyſictian. Either he hath learnt by Experi- 
ence, t Seaſons and Proportions of ſuch natu- 
ral Helps may be fitteſt for his Conſtitution; or 
elſe he is moſt unworthy of that underſtanding 
Soul, which he bears in his Boſom. 


— ConcerninG Sleep alfo, I have Little to ſay: 
No certain Meaſure can be preſcribed: On ler 
me counſel Chriſtians,, to take Notice, That 
they may ſurfeit and fin in Sleeping, as well as 
in Fatin and Drinking. That it ought only, as 
other of Gop's Creatures, to ſerve the 
Strengthening and Refreſhing of our Bodies: And 
therefore to beware, leſt the great Devourer of 


Time, bereave them of that Flower and firſt Fruits 
of the Day; I mean, yy golden Hours in the 
ef "2 


Morn- 
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us the Chriſtian Armour, and to prepare to hold 
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Morning; fitteſt to converſe with Gop, to exa- 
mine our ſpiritual State, to offer up an acceptable 
Sacrifice of Prayer and Praiſes, to buckle faſt unto 


a bleſſed Communion with his holy Majeſty all 
the Day after. And let them often remem 

when they ſee the Sun up before them, that Say- 
ing of Auſtin: It is an uncomely Thing for a Chri- 
flian to baue the Sun Beams find him in Bed: And 


2 Sun could ſpeak, (ſaith he) it might ſay: 1 


e laboured more than thou, Yeſterday; and yet 1 
am riſen, and Thou art flill at Reft. 


Fox Concluſion, let me adviſe with as great 
Earneſtneſs as I can poflibly, all Gop's Children, 
that (asthey prefer infinitely. a pure Heart, and that 
invaluable Jewel, a peaceful Conſcience, before a 
World of Gold) they would watch over themſelves 
with ſingular Care, in the Uſe and Enjoyment of 
Things lawful. For more (faith a worthy Divine) 
periſh by lawful Things, than by unlawful Courſes. 
Soft Sands ſwallow up more Ships, than hard Rocks 
ſplit. Chriſtians are in more Danger of being ſpi- 


ritually undone by Immoderation in lawful Things, 


than by the groſs Aſſault of foul Sins. 


Tuvs much alſo of natural Actions. 


III. Now concerning Civil Affairs, and Deal- 
ings in the World: That thou mayſt keep thine 


Heart and Hands untainted: 


I. EVER in all Bargains, Contracts, Dealings, 


Entercourſe of any Kind with others, follow that 
Royal Principle; Do as thou would/t be done by. 


Put thyſelf into the Place of the Party with whom 
thou art to deal. Weigh well all the Circumſtances 
of the whole Buſineſs; and then, returning to thy- 

6 2 , 
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ment, than Marri 


muſt it eſpecially, 
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ſelf, deal out to him that Meaſure, in every Par- 
ticular, which thou wouldſt be willing, upon good 
Ground, to receive at the Hands of another, if 
thou wert in his Caſe, This is the Sum of 
Law and the Prophets, for ſerving our Brethren 
in Love; A Thing s whatſcever ye would that Men 
Should do unto you, % ye even ſo to 1 


1 . thy Deſire and Delight never be fix d 
upon an ly Thing. To inſtance: Of all the 
civil Affairs 5 to 185 Deliberation, there 
is none more Important, or of greater Conſequence, 
either for extream Vexation, or ordinary Content - 

55. A Word or two therefore, 
of, 1. Convenient Entrance into, and, 2. Comfort- 
able Enjoyment of that honourable State. ; 

Fon the firſt: I. oy On 
Loxp, according to St. Paul's Rule. Let Piety be 
the firſt Mover of thine Affection, and then con- 
ceive of Perſon, Portion, and outward Things, 
only in a fecond Place. The Fear of Gop, as it 
is generally the Foundation of human Felicity; fo 
be counted the Ground of all 
Comfort, which Man and Wife deſire to find in 
each other. There was never any Gold, or Beau- 

» Which tied comfortably any Marriage-knot. 

t is only the Golden Link of Chriſtianity, which 

hath Power to make ſo dear a Bond lovely, and e- 

verlaſting; which can ſeaſon and ſtrengthen that 
inſeparable Society with true Sweetnefs and Im- 

mortality. | 


. 2 Wann thine Heart with more ſpecial Repoſe 
the Party, as one with whom thou canſt 
od ly conſort: For the Huſband, all Con- 
2 þ conſidered, ought to ſettle his AﬀeQions 

is Wife as the fitteſt that the World could 
bare affored him: And the Wife ſhould reſt het 
F 3 Heart 
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Heart upon her Huſband, as the mecteſt for her, 
that could have been found under the Sun. By a 
conſtant Intercourſe. of which mutual Content in 
each other, the Huſband will be to the Wife as @ 
Covering of her Eyes, that ſhe lift them not up up- 
on any Man: And the Wife to the Huſband, the 
Pleaſure of bis Eyes, that he may ſtill look upon 
her with ſober and fingular Delight. Otherwiſe 
they will find but cold Comfort in that Command 
ment, Prov. v. 18, 19. Rejoice with the Wife of thy 
Lauth. Let ber be as the leving Hind, and u 
Roe. And be thou raviſb d —j with her . 
Without this mutual Complacency, each in other, 
I ** whether I ſhould encourage any to pro- 
c * 


3. In going about ſuch an important Buſineſs, ply 
the Throne of Grace with extraordinary Importu- 
nity and Fervency of Prayer. Wreſtle with Gop 
in Days of more ſecret and folemn Humiliation for 
a Blefling ; and with Sincerity, heartily deſire Him, 
whatſoever thy Expectations may be; yet if it be 
not to his Glory to daſh it quite. A good Wife 
is a more immediate Gift of Gop. Houſe and 
Riches, are the Inheritance of Fathers; but a pru- 
dent Wife is from the LoRx D. And therefore ſuch 
a rare and. preciaus Jewel is to be ſought for at 
Gop's Mercy ocat, with more extraordi Im- 
portunity. And methinks, whatever ing 
is procured at Gop's Hand by Prayer, ſhould bring 
with it, even in our Senſe and thankful Acknow- 
Jedgment, a Thouſand Times more Sweetneſs than 
that, which is caſt upon us by God's ordinary 
Providence. SES, 


4. Lar the Parties deal plainly and faj 
one with the other, in Reſpect of their. 


ully 
cs, 


Souls, and outward State, I mean thus; That 


they | 
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they ſhould not deceive one the other by a Con- 

cealment of ſome Diſeaſe, ſpecial Deformity, na- 
tural Defect in Body; or of ſome ſecret Crack in 
their outward State, for fo they may bring a great 
deal of After-Miſery. Therefore it were much 
better to diſcloſe the one unto the other, the mate 
rial Infirmitics and Wants in either of their Bodies 
or Goods, though with Hazard of miſſing the 
Match; rather than the one to obtain the other, 
with Guile, and After-diſcomfort. I ſaid alſo, in 


Reſpect of their Souls; by which I mean; that for 


the Time of Wooing _— as they call it, they 
ſhould not put on a, Shew of Religion, when in 
Deed and 1 ruth, there is no ſuch Matter. For 
this execrable Impoſture alſo, is ſometimes villain- 
ouſly practiſed , 15 the infinite Prejudice of the 
deluded Part Wi And not only ſome Parties are 
Faulty this 3 but even Chriſtian Friends are 

often too forward, in giving Teſtimonies. 


1 1 — to the Second Point A AIC TY 
able Continuance in the Marriage-State. For the 
happy Attainment whereof, let us take Notice ; 
firit, of ſome common Duties, which are to , be 
performed on both Sides. 


9 Tories; Which is a Keeping 3 in Exer- 
ciſe that Habit of Conjugal Affection, mentioned 
before. It is a ſweet, 22 and tender Pouring 
out of their Hearts, with much Affection into each 
other's Boſom; in all Paſſages, Carriages, and 
Behaviours, one towards another. This mutual 
Melting - Heartedneſs, being preſerved freſh and 
fruitful, will infinitely — eg and beautify the 
Marriage State. | | Pier 


Fon an uninterrupted Preſervation of this ami- 


e oDeportment on both Sides; let them W 
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r. Tux wiſe Hand of Gop's gracious Provi- 
dence guided all the Buſineſs, and brought it to 
boon And He commands Conſtancy in this Lov- 


Carriage, Prov. v. 18, 19. Rejoice with' the 
ife of thy Youth; and be thou 750824 always with 
ber Love. Merhinks this Charge from the Hol v 
GHosr, being often reverently remember'd, ſhou'd 
ever baniſh from both their Hearts, all Heart-riſing 
and Bitterneſs, Diſtaſte, and Diſaffections; all wick- 
ed Withes, that they had never met together. When 
the Knot is once tied, every Man Would think his 
Write, and Wile her - Huſband, the fitteſt for 
him of any in the World. Other wie, ſo often as 
he ſees a wy he will wiſh this his Ghoice were 
ro make again ; and ſo fall off from Kindnefs and 
Love to his Own. Which is an inexpiable Dif- 

ent to Gop's Providence, and an execra- 
He lr poiſorer of” 1 Comforts. #3 


2. Tuar by the n of the r Or- 
dinance of Marriage, the Two are made One; and 
therefore they to be as lovingly and tenderly 
affected one unto the other, as they would be to 
their own Fleth. - | 


3. Taar theſe mutual x Ex reſſions of FAY 

are very power t pre to preſ aſtity and Pure- 

Spirit on "both Sides. It is noted 

of of Have, A he loved Rebekah dearly ; and this 

was a fpecial ive, that de fell not into Po- 
lygamy, as many of Patriarchs did. | 


II. FarTHFULNEss. 1. In Reſpect of the Mar- 
riage- Bed; which they ought on both Sides to 
keep inviolable. And it behoves alt that enter in- 
to this State, to repent for all former Wantonneſs; 
or elſe, a thoufand to one, but it will break out 
either into a ſenſual, immoderate Abuſe "Mar: 


— 
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Marriage-Bed; or elſe, into a luſtful en 
after the Strange Woman. 


2. Ix Reſpect of Domeſtical Affairs, and Buſi- 
nels of the Family: The Care and Burthen where 
of is common to them both. 


3. Ix the Concealment of each others Secrets. 
It is a monſtrous Treachery, to publiſh one ano- 
thers Frailties, or any Thing, which in Hope of 
keeping Counſel, they have ms; one to. 
another. 


III. PaT1txcs, which is as precious and need- 
ful a 22 as I can poſſibly recommend for com- 
fortable Converſing together. For a more con- 
ſtant Exerciſe — conſider, 5 


1. Tur two Angels are not met 
but a Son and Daughter of Adam: And therefore 
they muſt look for Infirmities, Frailties, Imper- 
fections, Paſſions, and Provocations on both Sides, 


2. THAT it is a given to all: That the 
Sun muſt not go down upon their ane Much 
more to Man and Wife. 


113 THAT there never did, nor ever will come 
Good by the Falling out of Man and Wife. 
Well may he thereby . a By- word to they 
N Table. talk to the Country, I 
blers of their own Houſe, and as a "_ 
Dropping one unto another : But they ſhall never 
gain by their mutual Haſtineſs, Paſſions, and Im- 
patience. Proportionable Miſchiefs and Miſeries 
happen in the Marriage: ſtate, by Falling out, Bit - 
2 and angry Reſervedneſs between the Par- 


Tan 


— — 


— 
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Tuts Grace then will be of excellent Uſe, and 
mult be exerciſed many Ways: 


1. In bearing with the Wants and Weakneſſes, 
Infirmities and 4 Peformities of each other. And 
let the Man (for the Woman is the weaker Veſ- 
ſel) remember for this Purpoſe, how many Faults, 
Frailties, and Falls, and how many Times, Chriſt 
pardons his Spouſe, the Church. And he ought 


to love his Wife, as Cbriſt doth the Church. 


2. AnouT croſs Accidents in the Family, Loſ- 
ſes in their outward State, and Going backward of 


HBuſineſſes, they muſt not lay the Fault one up- 


on another, to the breaking out into Choler, or 
Impatience ; but both join with bleſſed Fob, in 
fweet and meek Submiſfion to God's P 


3. Ix waiting for the Converſion of one ano- 
the, thre pet, pedometer In which Cafe, 
be patient, and expect Gop's Time. Or, if 
the one be 2 Babe in Chri/, deal fairly, lov- 
ingly and meekly. 


IV. A holy Care and Conſcience to preſerve be- 
tween themſelves (for there is a con wy as well 
as virginal Chaſtity) the Marri undefiled, 
and in all Honour and Chriſtian 1 It ou 

by no Means to be ſtained with ſenſual 

wanton Speeches, fooliſh Dalliance, and other 5 


centives of Luft, which Marriage ſhould quench, 


not inflame. Feen i in Wedlock, intemperate, and 
unbridled Luſt, Immoderation ns Exceſs is deem- 
ed both by antient and modern Divines, 1 no better 
than Plain Adultery before Gop. 


Two antient Fathers, Ambroſe and Auſtin, ſpeak 


thus: What is the intemperate Man in Marriage, 
but 


d 


8, 
d 
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but his Miſes Adulterer? The Reſolution of the 
reſt ſound to the ſame Senſe. As a Man may be a 
wicked Drunkard with his own Drink; and a ler. 
ten, by exceſſive Devouring of his t Meat; ſa 
likewije, one may be unclean in the immoderate 7 of 
the Marriage- Bid. 5 


Even Popiſh Caſuiſts diſcover and deteſt Exor- 
bitancies of marry'd Couples, in their matrimonial 
Meetings. (But read ſuch Paſſages with much Mo- 
deſty = Judgment.) 


Nay, hear what a very Philoſopher faith of the 
Point: In the private Acquaintance (ſaith he) and 
Uſe of Marriage, there muſt be a Moderation; that 
is, a religious Band: For that Pleaſure that is therein, 

muſt be mingled with ſome Severity. It muft be 4 
wiſe and conſcionable Delight. A Man may touch his 
I ife diſcreetly, and * Honefly, Ce. Another 
thus: Marriage is a religious and devout Bard:- And 
that is the Reaſon, the Pleaſure a Man bath of it, 
ſhould be a moderate, flay d, and ſerious Pleaſure, 
and mixed with Severity: It ought to be a Delight 
conſcientious and circumſpedt. | ws. 


Wa may. conceive, what moderate, reve 


and honourable Thoughts Antiquity entertained © 


the Marria _, and conjugal Chaſtity by | 
Euariftus's Words, Epi. 1. ad omnes Boil. Abri. 
Let neu- married 2 s (faith he) for two or three * 
Days ply 2 —— that they may have good Chil- 
2 gs. H the LOAD in ps MAarri m 
uties. "i 


Now all Let Pollutions of the M Marr 
Bed, tho' Magiſtrates meddle not with them, 
cauſe they lie without the Walk of human Cen- 


lure; yet alluredly God's pure Eye cannot look 
=» i y upon 
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upon them; but without Repentance will certainly 
plague them. at 
Ix the next Place, let us take a View of Duties 


peculiar to each. | 


[To the Hiſhond I him beide in f 18 
2 Head to the Body, 1 Gor. xi. 3. Epheſ. v. 23. 


1. Tr Head is, as it were, the Glory of the 
Body: So let the Huſband ſhew. himſelf in a Kind 
of Eminency, and Authority over the Wife. For 

rocuring and preſerving which; let the Huſband 
be Manly, Grave, Worthy; not Light, Vain, 
Contemptible. Let him not be Bitter, Wayward, 
Paſſionate, Let him not be vicious. A diforder'd 
Life in the Man, doth much abate the Wife's 


Reverence unto him. 


2. Tur Head is the Seat of Underſtanding and 
Wiſdom: Out of which Conſideration, Let the 
Huſband ſtir up and enlarge his Spirit, to compre- 
hend all Affairs, Proviſions, and worthy Uſages, 
which may any Ways promote his Wife's Happi- 
neſs. It is his neceſſary Charge, with ſpecial Care, 
to provide for her Soul, Body, Comfort, and Cre- 
dit; and with all Meekneſs and Love, to inſtruct 
and inform her in all Paſſages of her Duty. 


3. Tye Huſband, by the Benefit of a more 
manly Body, temper'd with natural Fitneſs for the 
Soul to work more- nobly in; doth, or ought to 
outgo the Wife in Underſtanding, and Dexterity 
to manage Buſineſs. Yet, let him know; That 

his Wife hath as noble a Soul as himſelf. Souls 
have no Sexes, as Ambroſe ſaith. In the better Part 
they are both Men. the Huſband then be ſo 
far from infulting over, or undervaluing his Wife's 
Worth; for the Weakneſs of his Sex; 2 
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Conſideration that her Soul is naturally every Way 
as good as his own (only the Excellency of its na» 
tive Operations, ſomething damped, by the Frail 
of that weaker Body, with which God's wi 
Providence hath cloathed it upon Purpoſe, for a 
more convenient, but ingenuous Servi to 
his Good z) he ſhould labour the more to entreat 
her with all Tenderneſs and Honour, to recom- 
pence, as it were, her Suffering for his Sake. 


2. Law bin dwell: with her according to Knows 
lidge, 1 Pet. iii. 7+ 

1. By a timely acquainting himſelf with her 
Dilpoſigion, Affections, Paſhons, Kay Hi 4 
let him apply bimſelf in a fair and lovin 
to rectify r e il | 
waiting upon Gop Dy rayer, for a more full Re- 
dreſs and Conf, One of the rankeſt Roots 
of Diſtaſt in the is the Neglect 
of obſerving this; of taking the right Meaſure of 
each other, on Purpoſe, that with mutual Forbear- 
ance, they may ſupport each other in Love. Me- 
morable is that Speech, which a reverend Man re- 
ceived from, a Huſband; being aſked; How ſuch a 
cholerick Couple could ſo. agree together ? Thus 
{faid he) when be Fi e, ber, I Sughd 
Abraham did to = 

7 


2 dud jo we never frive to 


2. By a diſcreet ns Managing Buſine(- 
ſes abroad, and Family Affairs; without that 


Carking and Diftruſt of Gon s Providence; with- 
out that Clamour and Confuſion, with which 
Worldlings are wont to trouble their own Houſes. 
It is incredible to conſider the vaſt and unvaluable 

ifferenge between the Comforts, Calmneſs, and 


0 VII. of an ay Roll, governed by we 
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patient Wiſdom of an Heavenly-minded Man, and 
the endleſs Brawlings and Ditorders which haunt 
that Family, where a cholerick, worldly Huſband 


doth domincer. 


3. Bur above all, by leading his Wife in the 
Way of Life. This is the Flower of his Skill. 
For Want of this Wiſdom, many a poor Soul lies 
bleeding unto eternal Death, under the bloody 
Hand of an ignorant, prophane, or Pharifaical 
Huſband; who perhaps has Knowledge enough to 
thrive in the World; but no Underſtanding to. 
teach one Foot of the Way to Heaven: Viſe to do 
Evil, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Jer. tv. 22. But to di 
Good, having no Knowledge at all: No Heart to pray 
with her, to inſtruct and encourage her in the 
great Myſtery and Practice of Godlineſs; to keep 
the Sabbath holy, and Days of Humiliation; to 
read the Scriptures, repeat Sermons, and confer of 
good Things with her; from which he is ſo far, 
that although it be the ſtrongeſt Bar to keep her 
from Grace, and the bloody Cut-throat of both their 
Souls, he will needs perſuade himſelf that all this 
is too much Preciſeneſs. And yet hear Chry/o/tom : 
Let them both go to Church; and afterward'at Home 
Jet the Huſband require of the Wife, and the Wi) 
F the Huſband, theſe Things which were tre ſo 
ien and read. And in the fame Sermon: Teach 
her (faid he) the Fear of GoD; and all Things will 
flow in abundantly, as out of a Fountain; and thy 
Houſe will be repleniſhed with innumerable good 
Things. | Wi Dan”, 1: 48 $51 


4. By a conſtant Care for the Salvation of their 
Children and Servants. ' Every Huſband and Head 
of a Family, is, as it were, a Prieſt in his own 
Houſe; and therefore, if he take not a Courſe to 
catechize them, pray with them, prepare _ 


# 1 : 


* 
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for. the Sacraments, and to. bring them up in. the 
Nurture and Admonition of the LoR D, Epheſ. vi. 4- 
to reſtrain them all he can from ill Company, and 
the Corruptions of the Time: Let him know, that 
thoſe Sins they run into by his Neglect, are ſet 
upon his Score, and he muſt dearly. anſwer for 
them at that Great and Laſt Day. Nay, let me 
further tell him, Thoſe his Children, and Servants, 
who by his Omiſſions have periſhed in their Sins, 
will curſe him forever amongſt the Fiends in Hell, 
They wall follow thee up down in that ever · 
burning Lake, with hideous. Outeries; crying ous 
continually :. Moe unte us, that ever we: ſerved ſuch 
a wretched Maſter, that had no Care to fave us * 
of theſe fiery Tarments Even thine own dear Chil- 
dren_in this Caſe, will yell in thine, Ears World 


Veri: 
; V 
: * = 


: FF Tc] tha : ; 
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2 1 30 3; * AE 1 4 * | Cloned | 9 
II. To the Wiſe. Firſt, Let ber be in Subjecs 
tion to her Head. ia zii nech nets VT 


* 7 


A borate. a ir ka ow (3 x homer 4 
WO By areyerent; erſwaſion of his. Precedeney 


, 


and l over her, grounded in her by Vir- 
tue. 


tue of Divine Ordination, Gen, iii, 16. Epe. v. 
* For if her Heart begin to be liſted up; ſo that 
ſhe; grow impatient of Contradiction and Com- 
. ſhe brings a World of Miſery into her own 
Houſe, and lies in a grievous Sin againſt the Inſti- 
tution and Honour of the Marriage-State. No Suf- 
ficiency of Gifts, mult juſtle us out of that Rank, 
wherein Gop's wiſe Providence hath 8 
No Plea on the Woman's Part, can procure a Dil- 

YM G 2 penſation 
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penſation againſt Gop and Nature, of depoſing 


2. By an hearty and cheerful Submiſſion: 1. 
To all his lawful Directions: For her perſonal Be- 
haviour and Carriage; that it may be faſhioned 
with an ingenious and loving Accommodation of her 
ſelf, to do him all the Honour, and give him all 
the Content ſhe can; for ordering and diſpoſin 

her Children, Servants, and other domeſtick Af- 
tairs (wherein notwithſtanding, there are fome 
Things more proper to her Sex, in which, except 
ſhe be witlefs, graceleſs, and ſtrangely weak, it 
will be diſhonourable for him to be too meddling): 
But above all, for guiding her aright in the glori- 
ous Path of Chriſtianity ; that after their Commu- 
nion in ſpiritual Bleſſings, which only can fweeten 
the Bitternefs of this Vale of Tears, they may for- 
ever be crowned to in Heaven. 2. To all 
his Reaſonable, and Religious Reſtraints; not on- 
iy from wicked Cuſtoms, but for the abridging, or 
abandoning of her Eaſe, Will, Deſires, Delights, 
this or that Company. For the Spouſe, for Chri/f's 
Sake, doth” deny herſelf, her own Reaſon,” and 
Wiſdom, her Paſſions, Pleaſures ' and Profits, het 
Eaſe and Liberty. And the Wife is charged by 
bleſſed St. Paul, to be ſubject to her Huſband, 4. 
he Church is to Chriſt, Epbeſ. v. 24. 3. To all 
his Admonitions, Counſels, Neproofs, Commands, 


even in every Thing, only in the Lox p. In a. 


Word, ſhe ought, like a true Looking - glaſs, faith= 
fully to return to her Huſband's Heart, the exact 
Lineaments of all his honeſt Deſires, and De- 
mands; and that without Diſcontent, Thwarting, 
or Sourneſs. For her Subjection in this Kin. 
ſhould be as to Chi, ſincere, hearty, and free. 
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- SECONDLY, Let her be an Helper, Gen. ii. 18. 
and do him Good all the Days of her Life, upon 
all Times; upon all Occaſions, in all Eſtates; of 
Adverſity, or Proſperity ; Sickneſs, or Health ; 
Youth, or old Age. Helpfulneſs to her Huſband, 
muſt be univerſal; — —— with all Readineſs 
and Love, all Opportunities to do him any Good 
in Soul or Body, Name, or Eſtate. In a ſpecial 
Manner, ſhe mult learn, and labour with all Meek - 
neſs of Wiſdom to forecaſt, and manage, as her 
proper and particular Charge, Houſhold Affairs, 
and Buſ within Door. For which, age 
glorious Fatdern, Prov. 31. | 


Bor above all, let her be aſſiſtant to him, in — 
recting and eſtabliſhin iſhing Chri/t's glorious Kingdom, 
both in their own Hearts, and in their Houſe. 
This is that one neceſſary Thing, without which 
oe Family is but Satan's Seminary, and a Nut- 
ery for Hell. And therefore let her be ſo far from 
drawing a contrary Way (a curſed Villany of ſome 
wicked. Wives). or Dead-heartednefs, which is the 
Grave of all ſpiritual Graces, that-in Caſe of N 
ligence and Slackneſs, ſhe ſhould labour by all wile, 
— and ſeaſonable Inſinuations, to quicken 
her Huſband to Conſtancy, and Fervency in reli- 
pow Exerciſes; of Prayer, Reading, Catechizing, 

nference, Days of Humiliation, and other Houſ- 
hold, Holy Daten As the two greater Lights of 
Heaven do govern this great World with their na- 
tural; ſo let the Huſband and Wife guide the little” 
World of their —— with the ſpiritual Light 
of Divine Knowledge and Diſcretion. - When the 

Sun is preſent in our Fiemameot; the Moon doth: 
vail her Splendor ; but When he is departed, ſhe 
ſhews herſelf, and ſhines as a Princeſs the 


leſſer Lights. When the Huſband is at Home, let 
the Wife. ly, if-aced be — — 


mont- 
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membrancer to him, to keep his Turns and Times 
of enlightning the Ignorant, dark and earthy Hearts 
of their People; but in his Abſence eomes her 
Courſe, when her Graces of Knowledge and 
Prayer, ought to ſhew themſelves, and ſhine upon 
them, to preſerve them from Coldnefs, and that 
dreadful Curſe which hangs over the Head of thoſe, 
that know not Gop, and ſhall certainly fall upon 
thoſe Families that call not on his Name. 


Pon Concluſion of the Point, and Crowning of 
the Marriage-State with ſound and laſting Comfort, 
let Man and Wife jointly labour to ſweeter and 
ſanctify both common and ſeveral Duties each to 
other, with conftant Meeting together in Prayer. 
Confider that Paſſage in Ambreſe : You ni both 
(ſpeaking of the married Couples) vie in the Night 
to Prayer, and Gop is to be entreated of you with 
joint Supplications. Continually, faith Chryſeſtem, 
reach her profitable Things, and pray together. 


Ix beſides Family-Prayers, wherein the more 
general Affairs of the Houſhold are to be com- 
mended unto Gop, Man and Wife make Con- 
ſcience alſo of this more private Duty between 
themſelves, wherein many Particulars are to be pe- 
titioned, only proper to that near Society; I fay, 
it they ſet themſelves unto it with Sincerity of 
Heart, it may, by God's Bleſfing, prove a fove- 
reign Antidote againſt any Root of Bitterneſs, 
Heart-riſing, Diſſenſion, or Diſcontent betwixt ; 

them (Wrath and II- will towards any, - doth 
utterly damp the Power ef Prayer, much more 
towards one tied unto thee nb ſo many dear 


Bonds; fo that Prayer together will make them 
leave Jarting; or ' 


arring will make them leave 

Praying) againſt all Immodeſties, Diſhonours, and 
Deklements of the Marriage-Bed; againſt —_ 
nets, 


* td 
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neſs, and li ight Eſteem one of another ; againſt 
Plunging — — inſenſibly into the wears of 
Worldly-mindedneſs. This private Morni 
Evenin 222 offered to the Throne — — 
with Heartineſs and Life, will ſpiritualize their 
Love, and renew it daily their Hearts, with 


freſh, ardent, and heavenly Embracements. It will 
marvellouſly ſweeten all Reproaches caſt upon them 


by envenom'd Tonguesz when they ſhall come to- 


gether in private, and beg Chriſtian Fortitude! to 
take them, in Submiſſion to his Will, and Con- 
formity to his Son, as ſo many Crowns of Glory 
to their Heads, and of Joy unto their Hearts, A4. 
v. At. 1 Pet. iv. 14. Fob dal. 36. It will ſweetly 
ſeal unto them in the mean Time, their Aſſurance 
of meeting together in Heaven: And when the 
Stroke of Death ſhall divorce them for a Time, 
yan wo of their former bleſſed Communion 
r will not only ſerve as a Counter - Poiſon 
all — Grief ; but croun their 
carts at Parting (which is a precious Thing) with 
incomparably more true, inward Contentment, than 
if they had hoarded together all _ * = * 
— 0 Fu * 

Ee ni 
rue much for out cu abe. U. i= lad | 
v. Now enten Worke 20h! Mercy, which 

Fringing from an Heart, —_— with à Senſe of 


Go to itſelf Hp Ne with a livel 
— in the | Lord —_ ſhining with — 
, are an mell, a Sa- 


e acc rable, well 2.7 ob, Phil. iv. 18. 
e. 2 * them; 1. 


Spiritual; 2. S 2 


1 Cota tren flow — the Fountain of 
wack Mercy, and greateſt 'Teadernels;. even to 


relieve 
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relieve the Poverty, Wants, and Miſerics, of the 
Soul: 1. By inſtructing the Ignorant, Prov. x. 21. 
and xv. 7. 2. By giving Counſel to them that 
need, or feek it, Exod. xviii. 19. Ruth iii. 1, Cc. 
3. By reducing the Erroneous, Excd. xxili. 4. 
4. By labouring the Converſion of others, P/a/. 
li. 13. Luke xxii 32. 5. By exhorting one ano- 
ther, Heb. iii. 13. 6. By reproving the Offender, 
Levit. xix. 17. 7. By admoniſhing them that be 
out of Order, 1 Th v. 14. 8. By conſiderin 
one another, to provoke unto Love, and to g 
Works, Heb. x. 24. 9. By comforting the heavy 
Heart, and afflicted Spirit, 1 T. v. 14. 10. 
By Forgiving from the Heart our Brethren their 
Treſpaties, tt. viii. 35. 11. By chaſtiſing De- 
linquents, Prev. xxii. 15. 12. By railing thoſe 
which are fallen with much Meekneſs and Ten- 
derneſs, Gal. vi. 1. 13. By mutual Encourage- 
ments in the Way to Heaven, Mal. iii. 16. 14. 
By ſupporting weak Chriſtians, 1 The, v. 11. 15. 
By Patience towards all Men, 1 TU. v. 14. 16. 
By Praying one for another, Jam. v. 16. 


2. CoRPoRAL, ſpring from a compaſſionate 
Heart, yearning over the temporal Wants and Ne- 
ceſſities of our Brethren; hereby we are ſtirred 
up, as Occaſion is offered, according to our Abi- 
lity, to ſuccour their outward Diſtreſſes, to feed 
the Hungry, to give Drink to the Thirſty, to 
cloath the Naked, to entertain the Stranger, to vi- 
lit the Sick, to go to thoſe that are in Priſon, Matt. 
XXV. 35. To put to an Helping Hand for raiſing 
aur Brethren fallen into Decay, Levit. xxv. 35 
To lend, hoping for Nothing again, Luke vi. 35. 


eie en 
Invus Chriſtians ought to be ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate in all Kinds to the out- 
ward Neceſlities alſo: 1. Fuſt, Of thoſe * * 
244111 ö Oui 


SS ere HS ag = ww. 1H om 


comfortable Walking withGod. 81 


Houſhold of Faith, Gal. vi. 10. 2. Of the Lame; 
the Blind, the Sick, the Aged, or any that Gon 
hath made poor. 3. Of any, in a Caſe of true 
Neceſlity, whatſoever the Party hath been before. 


Now, of theſe two Kinds; Fathers, Schoolmen, 
Caſuiſts, all concur, that ſpiritual Alms ceteris 
paribus, are more excellent than corporal. Becauſe, 
1. The Gift is more noble in its own Nature. 
2. The Object more illuſtrious; Man's immortal 
Soul. 3. The Charity more heavenly, which * 
at our Brother 8 endes Salvation. 


Le r then every Chriſtian conſtantly ee 
2 improve to the utmoſt all his Abilities, Learn- 
— all 2 Skill in 8 and 
Waysof op; all his Experience in emptations, 
Caſes of Conſcienee, ſpiritual Diſtempers; "his 
Spirit of Counſel, Comfort, Courage, or what 0+ 
ther Gift or Grace ſoewer he is endow'd with; to 
procure and 22 ths all Means, the Rerhal 
Salvation of others. | 


Lr te bring Light of thy divine Know! 

reſemble that bountiful Light i 8 the W 
Sun. That r. Enti reature 
wherein it originally dwells, [I . and 
beautiſtes all the Orbs, and heavenly Bodies about 
it. Ey the Projection of his Beams, begets all 
the j Glory, Sweetneſs, we have here" be- 
low on the Earth. 4. Inſinuates into the Earth, 
and Concurrs to * r e thoſe precious 
Metals, — lye 5. Whoſe 
Beattie” glide this Sides of the Rath and en- 
lighten edt oppoſite Part of Heaven. 6. I 
ſoy Communicative, that it ſtrikes through the Fir- 
mament in the tranſparent Parts, and ſeeks to be- 
ow its Brightneſs and Beauty, even ES 
ca 
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Heavens; and never reſtrains the free Communi- 
cation of its Influence and Glory, untill it deter- 
mine by natural and neceſſary Expiration, 


Even ſo proportionably, let the Light of divine 
Knowledge be ſtill working, ſhining, De 
to do all poſſible Good. 1. Let it make thine 
own Soul all glorious within, fairly enlighten it 
with an humble Self-knowledge, with Purity, 
Peace, and ſpiritual Prudence, to guide conſtantly 
thine own, Feet. 2. Let it ſhine upon thy Family, 
and thoſe that are next about thee, with all ſeaſon- 
able Inſtructions convincing them of the Truth, 
and Goodneſs of the Ways of God. 3. Let it 
be employ d upon thy Neighbours: Kindred, Friends, 
Acquaintance, Viſitants of all Sorts; to warm their 
Hearts all thou canſt with heavenly. Talk, and to 
win their Love to the Life of Grace. 4, Let it 
inſinuate alſo amongſt Strangers, and into other 
Companies, upon which any warrantable Callin 
ſhall-caſt ches, 3. Nay, et it offer, itſelf with. al 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom, and patient Diſpoſition, e- 
ven to Oppoſites; and labour to conquer, if it be 

ble, eee 8 f their ſcornful 
Carriage, and viſible Hate againſt the ry 0} 
Chrift, hath not ſet a Brand of Dags 2 
upon them. 6. Laſtly, when upon all Occaſions 
in all Companies, by all Means, it hath. done al 
the Good it can, yet let it ſtill retain that conſtant 
Property of all heavenly Graces, an Edge and 
Eagerneſs to do more. And this Way now may 
the pooreſt Chriſtians he plentiful in, Works of 
Mercy, and enrich the Richeſt with ſpiritual Alms; 
Which, in che mean Time may comfort the boun- 
tiful Hearts of thoſe, to wham, the Loꝝx , out of 
his beſt Wiſdom, hach denied this earthly.Droke, | 
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Bur yet for all this, I would have you know; 
chat I know none, not the Pooreſt exempted from 
ſeuſonable Miniſtring to the corporal Neceſſities 
alſo of their Brethren. We have a Precept from 
bleſſed Paul, Epbe/. iv. 28. That we muſt work 
with our own Hands, that we have ta give to 
him that needeth: And a noble Preſident in the poor 
Widow, who caft her two Mites into the 'Treaſu- 
ry, which was all ſhe had, even all her Living. And 
if any here make a Counterplea of their Poverty, I 
would know if there be any, who is not able to 
give a Cup of cold Water? and yet this from a 
ſincere Heart, ſhall be both graciouſly accepted, 
and certainly rewarded. | 


Ap therefore in the ſecond Place, I infinitely 
deſire and intreat, (and this is that which I would 
ſpecially perſwade with deepeft Impreſſion) that es 
very one which hath given his Name unto Chr:ff, 
Rich or Poor, according to his Power, would 
with ſingular Care, addreſs himſelf 'to a fruitful, 
affectionate, and conſtant Diſcharge of this much 
honoured Duty of Alms-giving. - - 


—_ _—_ WP wy "7 WW - 
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1. Fox we are obliged to abound in this Grace 
alſo, 2 Cor. viii. 7. There is no true Chriſtian, 
but deſires to be exact in all commanded Duties 
every Day. Therefore upon thy ſecret Survey of 
the Day paſt, call thyſelf to a ſtrict Account ; as 
for others, ſo concerning this Duty alſo, of Doing 
Good unte all Auen; (for the Diſcharge of this 
Duty, ought alſo to be daily; if thy Ability will 
bear, and the Neceſſities of the Poor ſhall require: 
In the Morning 'fow thy Seed," und in the Even» 
ing withold not thy . Give a Portion to Seven, 
and alſo to Eight, Eccle/. xi. 6, 2.) and let the 
Conſciouſneſs of any Omiſfion, Neglect, or Sloth 
in performing it, humble thy Soul, and y_ 
W y - 
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thy Heart, with new Life of — and 
more lively Endeavour to mend every Morni 
and perfume, as it were, thine every Day 's Wal 
ing with Gop, with this ſweet ſmelling CIs 
of Bounty and Love, Phil. iv. 18. 


- Ler this Duty likewiſe fall within the Com- 
paſs of thy ſevere Search, in all thy more ſolemn 
delf examinations. It is a profitable Conſidera- 
tion, that a cuſto Neglect of one Chriſtian 
Duty, may damp the Performance of all the reſt. 
For Example: Th willing Omiſſion of private 
Prayer, or Reading the Word of Gop every Day, 
may intercept and reſtrain the ſweet Influence of 
Gov's refrething Mercy, and the fructiſying Beams 
of his Countenance from thine Heart, in the Uſe 
ol all the other Ordinances. Diſ-employment of 
any one Grace in the Soul, may blaſt the Comfort 
of all the reſt. For Example : If thou ſuffer thy 
Patience to fleep, when thy Paſſions begin to 
break in n thee; no Marvel, if thou find a 
Faintndſ;n to ſeize upon thy Faith, Brotherly- 
kindneſs, Love, Zeal, — and Peace in believ- 
ing. Why then, when feeleſt thine inward 
Man begin to languiſh ; amongſt other Inquiſiti- 
ons, Why doſt thou not alſo out of a godly Jealouſy, 
labour to find out, whether the Neglect of relieving 
the poor Members of Chriſt may occaſion thy ſpiri- 
tual Damp? It is the Property of every tru 
Nathanael, as to have Reſpect to all Gon s Com- 
mandments; ſo, tho — cannot in Perfection and 
Heighth, yet with Truth and ſincere Endeavout, 
to have Reſpect to all the Ordinances; to the Per- 
formance of all holy Duties, and Exerciſe . 
Jpiritusl Graces in their Scaſons. | 


2 Bur, above all other Matives.of Mercifulaeh 
te che Por, metbinks that Argumont ſhould. _ 
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the moſt flinty Heart: Ye know the Grace of aur 
Lord JEsus CHRisT, that the He was Rich, yet 
far your Sakes, He became Poor, that ye through his 
Poverty might be Rich. Shall the only Son off the 
all- powerful and ever - bleſſed Lord, and King of 
Heaven and Earth, diſrobe his Heavenly Highneſs 
of that Majeſty above, and become ſo Poor, that 
whereas the Foxes have Holes, and the Birds of the 
Air have Nets; yet He not where to lay his Head: 
That through his Poverty, and Pouring out his 
Heart's Blood, He might crown us with the ineſti- 
mable Riches of Heavenly Glory? And ſhall not 
we Worms with our Superfluities, to relieve 
the fainting Soul of him for whom Chr:/t died, and 
which He would take as done unto Himſelf, Mat. 
xxv. 40. were it but a Cup of cold Water? Hare 
ix. 41. Monſtrous, unthankful Cruelty ! meriting 
the fierceſt Flame in the Dungeon of Fire and 
Brimſtone. 3 


3. Tux everlaſting Doom, at that great and 
dreadful Day, muſt paſs upon us according to our 
Carriage in this Kind. Then ſhall there. be a ſe- 
vere Enquiry made after Works, as the Signs and 
outward Demonſtrations of Faith. That glorious 
Sentence, Come, ye bleſſed of. my Father, 1 . the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World, al be pronounced upon the Godly, ac- 
cording to the Effects and Fruits of their Faith, to 
teach what Faith to truſt unto; even that which 
works by Love: And at that Day, to let all the 
World ſee, Angels, Men and Devils, that the King- 
dom of Heaven is given only to trug-heatted, work- 
ing Believers. And there is ſingled out with ſpecial 
Choice, one of the worthjeſt Effects of Faith, and 
nobleſt Fruits of Grace, even the Point I now preſs; 
an open-hearted, real, fruitful Bounty and: Love to, 


= 
— CY 


Ny Hh. 2 


86 General Dixrerioxs for a 


every Chriſtian, to practiſe that moſt gainful Art 
of Alms-giving, which ſhall be fo highly honour'd 
at that great Day, before that glorious, univerſal 
Preſence ; when every mercilefſs Man ſhall cry 
to that Rock, this Mountain, to fall upon him, 
and hide him from the Wrath of that juſt Gop; 
which will flame unquenchably and everlaſtingly 
againſt all thoſe, who in this Life, have ſhut 
up their Bowels of Pity againſt the Poor. 


4. IF thou lay out to the Poor cheerfully, ſea- 
ſonably, liberally, according to thy Ability, thou 
ſhalt become Creditor even to thy Creator. He 
that hath Pity upon the Poor, lendeth unto the Lok p, 
and that which he hath given, will He pay him a- 

ain, Prov. xix. 17. And in the mean Time, for 

e-payment in due Time, thou haft Security in- 
finitely above all Exception, a Bill under his own 
Hand, even his own blefled Book ; wherein to 
fail, were to forfeit his Deity, if I may ſo ſpeak. 


Now, what an inflaming Motive is this to be 


Merciful; that we ſhall make Gop Himſelf our 
Debtor, the ever- ſpringing Fountain of Bliſs, and 
Lokp of all Goodneſs, who doth all Things like 
Himſelf, omnipotently, bountifully, above all Ex- 
TY as becomes the mighty Sovereign of 

eaven and Earth? If He work, He makes a 
"World: If He be angry, He drowns the whole 
Face of the Earth: If He love, the Heart's Blood 
of his deareſt Son is not too dear: If He ſtand upon 
his Peoples Side, He makes the Sun to ſtand Tu, 
and the Stars to fight: If He repay, He gives his own 
all- ſuffcient Self, with the over- flowing Torrents 
of all Pleaſures and Glory through all Eternity. 


Ix the Third Place, take Notice of the Order of 
choſe Objects, upon which thy Chriſtian Love is 
| | 12 1 


_—_— nm as XA „ i. 4 a 


comfortable Walking ⁊vith God. 87 
to be directed. The Fun of them runneth 


thus, as I conceive: 


Ix the firſt Place ſtands Thyſelf; then Wife; 
then thy Parents; then thy Children and Family; 
then the Houſhold of Faith; then thy Natural 
Kindred ſprung lately from the ſame Progenitors ; 
then thy neareſt Neighbours and common Friends; 
then thy Cauntry- men; then Strangers; then thine 
Enemies. For as thou wouldſt be holden a Ch: 
of the High, thou muſt love thine Enemies, and 
relieve them too, Prev. xxv. 21. Rom. xii. 20. 


Bur art thou indeed a Child of the Higheſt ? 
To put this beyond all Dis pute; a Chriſtian runs 
over in his Mind, with an humble raviſhing Com- 
memoration, the heavenly Footſteps, and Tighty 
Works of the Holy Ghoſt in his Converſion; ſpe- 
cial Watchfulneſs over his Ways; fincere Hearted» 
neſs, holy Strictneſs, and ſanctified — in 
= 8 which, 7 ms tha — > 

oD's People, ſo are th to 
Tn 2 

anner: | 


BrESssED be God, faith he within himſelf, that 
2 holy Miniſtry of the Word, guided particular 
by the Finger of Gop, upon me, while 
1 a yer abide in the Armies of Darknak, and the 
ag 4 ig polluted, abominable Wretchz 
— heco e its Saving Power upon 
my Soul, yy of the Law, and 
of the Goſpel. It was firſt as an Hammer to my 
Heart, and broke it in Pieces. By a terrible cut» 
tiag, piercing Power, it ſtruck a - 1x4 into the 
very Centre of my Soul by this double Effect. 
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1. Ir firſt opened the Book of my Conſcience, 
wherein I K with a moſt heavy Heart, ready to 
fall aſunder, even like Drops of Water, the exe- 
crable Abominations of my Vouth; the innume- 
rable Swarms of lewd and lawleſs Thoughts, that 
all my Life long had ſtained mine inward Parts; 
the continual wicked Talking of my Tongue; 
the curfed Prophanation of God's blefled Sabbaths, 
Sacraments, and all the Means of Salvation I ever 
meddled with. In a Word, all the Hells, and So- 
toms of Luſts and Sin, of Vanities and Villanics 1 
had remorfelefsly wallowed in ever ſince I was born, 
Jay, I looked upon all theſe, engraven by Gop's 
angry Hand upon the Face of m Ao ings ig 
bloody and burning Lines. hereupon in a 
jecond Place, it opened fads me the Ns of 
Gop's flaming Wrath, and fiery Indignations ; 
nay, and the very Mouth of Hell,” to empty 
themſelves upon mine amazed, and gil Soul. 


Ix thefe reſtleſs Perplexities, while his Wrath, 
who is a conſuming Fire, was wringing my very 
Heart-ftrings with unſpeakable Anguiſh ; Je 
Chri/t, blefied forever, was lifted up unto me in 
the Goſpel, as the brazen Serpent in the Wilderneſs. 
In whom dying and bleedin n the Croſs, I 
 bzheld an infinite Treaſury of and Love; a 
boundleſs and bottomlefs Sea of * 2 
neſs; 'a whole Heaven of Peace and Spiritual Plea- 
ſures. Whereupon there ſpru in my Heart, 
an extream Thirſt, ardent "Peftres res, vehement 
Longings after that ſovereign ſaving Blood, which 
alone could eaſe my grieved Soul, and turn m 
fouleſt Sins into the whiteſt Snow. So that had 
had the ge, Profits, Joys and Glory of many 
bed ene willingly would I ave parted with them 

And had T had a Thouſand Lives, 0 


— [ have laid them all down; nay, Tu a 
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my Heart would I have been content to have hain 
for a Seaſon in the very Flames of Hell, to have 
had my ſpiritual Thirſt a little cooled, but with 
one Drop of Chris precious Blood; the Dark- 
neſs, and Deſolation of my Heart refreſh'd, and 
revived, but with the leaſt Glimpſe of Gop's fa- 
vourable Countenance. The Eagerneſs of which 
inflamed Affections, made me about with in- 
finite Care how to compaſs it. ü 


THEN came into my Mind (the Holy Spirit be- 
ing my n thoſe. many compaſſion. e 
Invitations, more warming and welcome to m 
heavy Heart, than many golden Worlds, Matt 
xi. 28. Rev. xxi. 6. Fob. vii. 37. 1 lx. 1. —lvii. 
15, 16. Exch. xviii. 30, 31> 3 Za. —XXXIii. 11. 80 
that at laſt, (Oh ble ork of Faith!) reſting 
25 — ot upon the Rock of Eternity, and the 
nale Truck of theſe Promiſes, ſealed with 
the he Blood of the Loxp Jesus, and as ſure as Go 
Himſelf, I threw myſelf i into the Arms of my cru-- 
cified Loxp; with this Reply to all Terrors and, 
Temptations: If nit needs be caft away, they 
Hall tear me from the tender Bartels of God's Cam- 
paſſions, upon which I have ca myſelf. If they 
will have me to Hell, they ſhall hale me from the- 
bleeding 2 — my bleſſed Redeemer, to which my, 
Soul. is ff, hereupon I felt (and I bleſs Go 
Mane that ever it was fo) derived upon me; 
To my bleſſed Jeſus, the Well-ſpring of Immor- 
and Life, a quickning Influence of his 
ghty Spirit, * heavenly Vigour of ſaving; 
. whereby I became a new Man, * 
changed, new created. By this vital Moving 
the Spirit of Chri upon the Face of my Soul, 41 
Things became New; mine Heart, Affection, 
Thoughts, Words, Actions, Delights, Delerpss 
JH Society. 
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AnD I am ſure my Change is ſound, and ſav- 
ing; for it is not, x. A mere moral Change from 
Notoriouſneſs to Civility, and no further. 2. Nor 
a formal Change only, which adds td moral Ho- 
neſty, outward Profeſſion, and outſide Conformity 
to the Ordinances of Religion, and no more. 3. 
Nor merely mentall: the Underſtanding only be- 
ing inlightened with Divine * having 
ſome Flathes of Joy, ſwimming in the Brain, but 
not rooted in the Heart. 4. Nor temporary only, 
whereby a Man diſcontinues the outward Practice, 
p.< naps of all groſs Sins for a Time; out of Ter- 
ror, or for ſome other By-End: but falls again up- 
on his former Vomit, and wallows in the Mire 
with more Reſolution than before. 5. Nor partial; 
where there may be an outward Reformation in 
moſt Things; but the Boſom-Sin is retained till; 
which cannot poflibly confiſt with a truly Religi- 


ous and Regenerate State. I fay, m * (I 
magnify, and adore the free Love of Gop or it) 
was not only moral, formal, mental, temporary, 
or partial, but univerſal. 


M Teachers have told me, That every true 
Change is of the whole Man ; from the whale Ser- 
vice of Satan, to the Living Gop, in ſincere Obe- 
dience to his whole Law, in the whole Courſe of 
our Lives. That it is differenced from all partial, 
inſufficient, hollow, half-Converſions. 


1. By Integrity of Change: I mean, in all Parts 
and Powers of Spirit, Soul and Body; in the Un- 
derſtanding, Judgment, Memory, Conſcience : In 
the Will, Affections, Deſires, Thoughts: In the 
Eyes, Ears, Tongue, Hands, Feet: For even as 
they were Inſtruments to Sin before, employed for 
Satan; ſo now they are Inſtruments of Ri . 
neſs unto Gop. A Child new- born, hath - the 
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Parts of a Man, though not the Perfection of his 
Growth: So a new-born Babe in Chriſi is through- 
ly, and univerſally changed; though not yet a per- 
ect Man in Chrift. ; 


2. By Sincerity of Change: as well in Heart, as 
in Life. O Feru/alem, ſaith the Prophet, waſh thine 
Heart from Wickedneſs, that thou maye/t be ſaved: 
How long ball thy vain Thoughts lodge within thee f. 
No external Privileges of Religion, though never-ſo; 

lorious ; no Exactneſs of the Work wrought; no 

'orms of Devotion; no outward Behaviour, be it 
never ſo blameleſs; no Coſt in the Service of Gon, 
will ſerve the Turn, without Sincerity of Heart. 
Though a Man ſbould come before the LoxD with 
Thouſands of Rams, or ten Thouſands of Rivers. of 
Oil: Should he give his Fir/t-born for his Tranſgreſ- 
ion; the Fruit of his for the Sin of bis Soul e 
Should he be/tow all his Goods to feed the Poor, and 
give his Body to be burned : Were he able to com- 
prehend the whole Book of Gop, with the Large- 
neſs of his Underſtanding: Should he eat, and 
drink up at the LoRp's Table, all the ſanctiſied 
Bread and Wine: Were he plunged over Head and 
Ears in the Water of Baptiſm: nay, if it were poſ- 
ſible, waſhed outwardly from Top to Toe, in the 
precious Blood of Chrift ; yet all this were utterly 
unavailable, without Uprightneſs of Heart, and Pu- 
rity in the inward Parts. | C4 „ ks $8617 


3- By ſpiritual Growth. Spiritual Stuntings 
there may be, and Standings at a Stay for a Time. 
But as good Corn being retreſhed after a Drought, 
with a gaod Ground-Shower, ſprings up faſter, and 
more freſhly: So it is with the Sound-hearted Chri- 
ſtian, after a Damp in Grace. For being rouzed 
out of ſuch a State, by the quickning Voice of a 
piercing Miniſtry; the cutting Sting of an Hy: 
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Croſs, or ſome other ſpecial Hand of Gop, he 


| hys Hold upon the Kingdom of Chri/t with more 


holy Violence than before, and labours afterward, 
by the Help of Gop, to repair his former ſpiritual 
Decay, with double Diligence, in Watchfulneſs, 
Zeal, and Heavenly-mindedneſs. Progrefs in Chri- 
ſtianity is reſembled to the "Thriving of a Child; 
which may fall into Sickneſs; but it many Limes 
proves a growing Ague: To a Man in a Race, 
who may ſtumble, and fall; but. after his Riſmg 
takes ſurer Footing, and runs faſter: To the A- 
ſcending of the Sun towards Mid-day, which may. 
be overcaſt with a Cloud ; but after he hath recovered. 
a clear Sky, ſhines more brightly and ſweetly. _ 


4. By Self-Denial, he that would ſoundly com- 


fort his Conſcience with the true Teſtimony of a 


true Convert, muſt at the firſt Giving his Name un- 


to Chrift, ſound with a fincere Heart, that funda- 
mental Principle: any Man will come after Me, 
tet him deny himjelf. As ſoon as he reſigns up 
himſelf to this royal Service, he muſt preſently. 
make over all his Intereſt in Liberty, Life, all carth- 


ly Pleaſures and Treaſures, without any Reſerva- 


tion, or he will certainly faint in the Day of Battle. 
The Neceſſity of this, is intimated unto us in two 
Parables, Luke xiv. 28, 31. A Man that will 

build; muſt count the Coſt before-hand, and make 
ſure of Means to defray the Charge; otherwiſe: 
to begin, and not be able to make an End, were 
but to lay a Ground-work of Diſgrace. A Prince, 
who would make War, mult firſt have a true Trial 
of his own, and Dexterity to diſcover his Enemy's 
Strength; otherwiſe he muſt not bid him Battle. 
He that ſeriouſly ſets himſelf to ſeek Gop, and to 
fave his Soul, muſt caſt up his Reckonings beſoro- 
hand, what will be required at his Hands, and 
conſult with his own Heart, whether he is willing 

| to 
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to forego all ſuch Hopes, Pleaſures, Perferments, 
worldly Comforts, as are incompatible with a good 
Conſcience; and to endure all thoſe Troubles, and 
Indignities from the angry World, which ordina- 
rily are wont to crown the Heads of Chri/fs Sol- 
diers. He muſt reſolve to digeſt the Hate and Op- 

ſition of deareſt Friends, neareſt Kindred; the 
Railings and Reproaches of Men moſt abject and 
contemptible. He muſt be content to become thz 
Drunkard's Song; Table-talk to thoſe that fit in the 
Gate, and the 5 -word of baſeſt Men; viler than 
the Karth. In a Word, he muſt prefer his Saviour, 
his Truth, Cauſe, and Service, infinitely before 
the whole World. Such a Change is there in the 
regenerate Man; and ſuch a Change (bleſſed be my 
merciful Gop) there is in me. 


Now, beſides my bleſſed Change, and this glo- 
rious-Work of the Holy Ghoſt upon my Soul; by 
the Help of Gop, I have thus denied myſelf ever 
ſince I was new born. I have ever ſince made 
Conſcience of all Sin, and all holy Duties. I have 
had Reſpect to all Gop's Commandments and Or- 
dinances. I have loved my bleſſed Lox, and all 
Things that belong unto Him; His Titles, Attri- 
butes, Creatures, Works of Juſtice and Mercy; 
His Word, Sacraments, Sabbaths, Miniſters, Ser- 
vices, Children, Preſence, Corrections, Coming? 
I have ſince delighted in the Saints, the only excellent 
Ones upon Earth, whom J hated before. I have daily, 
with as great Earneſtneſs, as my dull Heart could, 
complain'd, and cry'd unto Gop in Prayer againſt 
= many Failings, Frailties, and Imperfections. 
I have rid mine Hands of all that conſuming Pelf, 
which any Way — into mine Eſtate, by wrong- 
ful Means in the Days of mine no For 
ſcarce any Man in the State of Nature, but deals 
falſy in one Kind or other.) I have deſired and 
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endeavoured to adorn my Profeſſion, as well with 
Works of Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth, as by the 
outward Acts of Piety. Aras I have exerciſed my- 
ſelf to have always a good Conſcience, void of Offence 
toward GOD and toward Man. 


Ay in all theſe Pa and Particulars, both 
of my Converſion and Converſation, had I only 
repoſed upon the outward Act, and reſted in the 
Work wrought, I had utterly fainted in the Day 
of Adverſity. But Truth of Heart was the Touch- 
ſtone, and Sincerity is the Sinew of all my Aſſu- 
trance and Comfort this Way. * 


I HAvE been, I confeſs, fore againſt my Will, 
haunted, and hinder'd in through the Pangs 
of my New-birth, and — my Chriſtian 
Buſineſſes, with the inſinuati ixture of many 
Imperfections, Diſtractions, Temptations, Weak - 
neſſes, privy Pride, ſecret Hypocriſy, Diſtruſts, 
and Deadneſs of my own naughty Heart. I was 
much wanting, eaſon of the Rebellion of mine 
bard Heart, to Workings of the Law and 
Goſpel, mentioned before. I have come far ſhort 
of that Sorrow for Sin, which I defired, and of 
that Heavenly-mindedneſs, which was required. 
But I have, from Time to Time, groaned under 
thoſe Frailties and Deſects, as under a heavy Bur- 


then. I have many a Time bitterly bewailed them 


in Secret. They have made me walk more hum - 
bly before my Gop, and towards Men. I have 
complained heartily againſt them at the Throne of 
Grace. I have ſincerely endeavoured after all thoſe 
Means which might mortify them, and made Con- 
ſcience to diſcover and decline their unwelcome 
Inſinuations, and ſo I have gone on till in the 
holy Path, with Sincerity of Heart; til —_— 
mine Heart with Conſideration of the 3 
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Diſpoſition of my heavenly Father; who, if the 
Heart be upright, accepts us agcording to that which 
we have, and not according to that which we have 
not. And therefore I am moſt ure (neither, by 
the Help of Gop, ſhall all the Devils in Hell drive 
me from this Hold) that they are buried in the 
righteous and meritorious Blood of my bleſſed Sa- 
viour. And fo I hold up my Head ftill againſt 
all Contradiction of carnal Reaſon, and Satan's 
cruel Suggeſtions; being well aſſured, that 
Humiliation, and Grieving under Weakneſs in 
Well-doing, is as true a Fruit of Sanctification, 
as ſpiritual Ability to do well. It is not ſo much 
the Quantity, as the Truth of Grace; not the Ex- 
actneſs of the outward Act of performing holy 
Duties, as Sincerity of Heart, which qualifies a 
broken Heart, for Comfort in the Promiſes of 
Life. Tho' I know well, there was never any 
who truly taſted Grace, but he fincerely thirſted 
and endeayour'd. after more. Never did any Man 
well in the Service of Gor, who did not bewail 
his Wants, and truly deſire to do better. 


NEITHER is this all. The true Chriſtian hath 
et more immediate and demonſtrative Evidence to 
rengthen his Heart in the Aſſurance of Gop's 

Love, unto him, through Chriff. For a ſanctiſied 
Man may be aſſured of his ſpiritual Safety, and 


| ſound State to God-wards, divers Ways. 


1. By the Evidence of internal Viſion. J#+ 
have received, faith the Apoſtle, net the Spirit. of 
the World, but the Spirit which is of Gop, that we 
might know the Things that are freely given us of 
God: (that is to ſay, fay the Papiſts, Chriff's lu 
carnation, Paſfuon, Preſence in the Sacrament, and 
the incomprehenſible Joys of Heaven.) But 3 is 

ear, 
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clear, that the Apoſtle here { of all the Gifts 
that are given us of Gop. This is the Compari- 
fon : As a Man's Spirit teacheth him to know all 
bis Thoughts that are in him; fo alſo the Spirit of 
Gop teacheth the Believers to know all that Gop 
hath given them. He doth not ſay, that we know 
God's Gifts; but that we know the Gifts that 
Gop hath given unto us. By a ſecret Irradiation 
of the Spirit of Faith, the ſanctiſied Soul is aſcer- 
tained of its perſonal and particular Dependance, 
and Reliance upon the Promiſes of Life, and 
God's Mercies through Chriſt, by which it knows 
it hath Eternal Life, 2 itt. 36. 


. As certainly as he that hath a corporal Eye, know- 
th that he ſees: So certainly, he that is illuminated 
with the Light of Faith, knows that he believes. The 
glorious Splendor of ſuch an heavenly Jewel can- 
not but ſhew itſelf, and ſhine clearly to the Heart 
wherein it dwells. Like a bright Lamp ſet up in 
155 Soul, it doth not only manifeſt other Things; 

ut alſo itſelf appeareth by its own Light. When 
I ſee and rely upon a Man promiſing me this, or 
that, I know I ſee, and rely upon him. Shall I 
by Faith behold my bleſſed . 83 lifted up as 
the brazen Serpent, for the everlaſting Cure of my 
wounded Conſcience, and reſt upon him, and yet 
not know that I do ſo? | 
Hz ar how clear learned Au/tin is on this Head. 
Our Faith, faith he, is conſpicuous to our own Mind. 
Faith itſelf is ſeen in the Mind, although that which 
1s believed by Faith, is inviſible. A Man holds his 
Faith by meſt certain Knowledge, and plain _— 
tion 4 Conſcience. Every Man ſees his Faith in 
himſelf. Even Durandus, taking upon him to ex- 


pound one of thoſe Paſlages in the fore-cited Place 
of Auſtin, tells us: That he that hath Faith, is as 
: | certain 
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him, doth Far it. 


paſs, that Gop's Chi 
that they have not this Sight? 


ſcured for a Time. And yet for all this, i 
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rertain that he hath it, as he is bf any other Thing: 
For he that believes, feels that he believes; and there 
is nothing more certain than Experience. Taens 
Words alſo in the Council of Trent, ſound this 
Way: As he that is hot, is ſurt be is ſo, and 

want Senſe," if he doubted: So be that hath Gres in 


ö 


Boy if theſe Things be fo; how! comes it to 
dren complain ee 


1 


Anſw. I EAR of that which is ordidary, not 
ever. The Sun in a clear Sky diſcovers itſelf, 


'tho' ſometimes it be over-caſt with Clouds. This 


heavenly Lamp of Faith ſhews itſelf clearly in the 


Serenity of the Soul; eſpecially freſhly cleared; antl 


purged with Showers, as it were, of penitent 
Tears; though in the Damp of ſpiritual Deſertion, | 
or Darkneſs of ſtrong Temptation, it may lie,ob- 
Chf. 
ans would believe the Prophets; if they would st 
under - value Gop's infinite Mercy, by looking 
upon Him through a laviſh, dejected 1 
which is wont to repreſent him as Terrible, F 
and Inexorable; (whereas he is indeed ever men 
Compaſſionate, Tender-hearted, and melting over 
the bleeding Miſeries of a truly broken Heat) I 
ſay,” if they would conceive aright of that bottom 
leſs Depth of his free Love, they might, even in 
Times of Deſertions, Temptations, and fpiritual 
Afflictions, ſweetly uphold their Hearts with Ak 


ſurance of Adherence, though for the 2 972 by 


want the Aſſurance of Evidence. 


Fon Inſtance: Many a faithful Soul, ming 


Conſienice of all Sin, fincerely following the b 


Things, reſolved without Reſervation to do or 
Vol. VIII. I ſuffer 
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ſuffer any Thing for Chi, would give a World 
e aſh 


ured of God's Favour, and fully 
waded . * his Sins were pardoned. For 
ant whereof, he ſlaviſhly languiſhes upon the 


Rack of tormenting Fears. In the mean Time, 


his Heart doth ' cleave unto Chriſt, as the ſureſt 
Rock. He cries, and longs after him, and 
would not part with him for all the World. He 


would infinitely rather have his Body rent from his 


Soul, than his Soul from his Saviour. Aſk his 
Reſolution, and for all his Fears and Sorrows, he 
will tell you; that he will rely upon his Lozp, 
and ever- -bleſled Redecmer, let Him do with him 
as He pleaſe; he will truſt in Him, though He kill 


him. Now the Conſciouſneſs, even of this fincere 
. Adherence unto Chri/t, and thoſe exceeding preci- 


ous Promiſes, ſealed with his Blood, ought to com- 


ſort him infinitely more, than if he had the Crown 
of the whole World ſet upon his Head, 1 


THEREFORE, when in Time of Temptation 


thou art affrighted. with Scruples and Diſtractions 
-about thy ſpiritual Well-being, do not in any wiſe 
adviſe with carnal Reaſon, which is ſtark blind in 


the Myſtery of Chri/t; much leſs with that Evil 
One, who is a ſworn Enemy to thy Soul, and Fa- 
ther of Lies: But fly to the Mord, and ta the Tefti- 
mo! y. Let thy — "g Heart cleave to the im- 

regnable Truth of thoſe ſweeteſt Promiſes, Mat. 
xi. 28. Rev. xxi. 6. John vii. 3 We 


1 aiab Iv. I 3 | 
as a faith-, 
ful Redeemer, and thine ever/afting trength. Ap- 


Ply the Promiſes of the Goſpel to thy Self, ren 


an experimental Syllogiſm, thus; 
'WHros0EveR believes and repents, is the Child 


of Gop: But I believe and repent, therefore Lam 
the Child of Gop. 


THE 
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b Tux firſt Propoſition, is clear and evident in 
the very Letter, and by the immediate Senſe of 
Scripture. See iii. 36. As x. 45. and xiii. 
3 Oe And ſuppoſe it ſhould be objected to 
: But how do you know the Minor or ſecond 
Propok tion to be certainly ſo? You may anſwer: 
1. By the 1 of internal Viſion, whereby 
Las clearly ſee my Faith as my Life, Will, Thought, 
and Knowledge. Faith is as viſible to the internal 
Eye of a ſanQtified Mind, as is a Man's Life and 
Will. Nay, and we are wont to diſcern with a 
more Eye and Obſervation a „ than 
an ordi ick. Our Life and Will are 
1. Faith is adventitious. 2. By the Teſti- 
mon a renewed Conſcience, ich is as a 
rio: Br Witneſſes. Now had I a _—_ = 
qa Witneſſes at the Bar before * 


= doubt to get the 
ſo in this preſent Point; 
gon Conſcience and "Satan, Nay, in this 
uld all the Devils in Hell fwear the 

yet, by the M of Gov, I will not withſtang 
that heavenly Light ſtanding in my Conſcience like 


an armed Man. Z 
cency from myſelf, wntHll I die. 


Bur , Gay they, believe, and we dee 
BW thinking — have that which they have not; How 
, then can a Man be certain? e 


, * ] ANSWER: Thou ue us, by the falſe 
SpeRtacles of Preſumption, make the Bridge of Gon's 
Mercy broader than it is, and larger than his Truth, 
which confines it only to broken Hearts; but mult 
therefore thoſe Few who are ſincerely humbled, 


e - 
= L+ 7 * * N 22 2 - o 6 . - * . 4 
* 5 US 2 \ 
. 7 * 
N 2201 — ey 
N 
4 


100 Genefal-DIRECTIONS for @ + 


truly believe, and upon good Ground have Part in 
it, be alſo deceived? Becauſe Men aſleep know 
not well that they are aſleep; muſt therefore Men 
truly waking, not know certainly they are awake? 
The common People generally conceive of the 
Sun's Magnitude, that it is not paſt a Foot round; 
muſt therefore the Certainty of Knowledge, that it 
is many Times bigger than the Earth, be denied to 
the ſkilful Aſtronomer? Some Men dream that 
they are rich, and it is not ſo when they awake; 
doth no Man therefore certainly know, whether 
he be rich or no? WEL 


Cock proportionably. of Repentance, an 
inſeparable Companion of true Faith, which is 
then ſaving, when it is ſerious, ſincere, and with- 
out Hypocriſy; and that may be manifeſt and 
clearly diſcernable to the Heart that hath it. Do 
you think the Sincerity of the Ninewte's' Repen- 
Tance was not certain unto them? e have receiv- 
4d the Spirit of Gop, ſaith Paul, that we might 
know the Things that are freely given us of Gop. 
I fay, Savingneſs of Repentance, as of Faith, con- 
Gſts, not in the Meaſure, but in the Sihcerity and 
Truth; of which the true Penitent may be certain, 
as well as of his Sorrow. But the Popiſh Doctors 
being blind Guides, lead their hoodwink'd Fol- 
lowers into ſuch perplexed Mazes of Uncertainties, 
that it is no Marvel, they plead pertinaciouſly for 


the Point, and Purgatory. of Doubting. | 


3. A Max may know that he has Faith by the 
Effects and Fruits thereof. And ſuppoſing it be 
objected, There may be in the Hypocrite, an ex- 
act, outward Conformity : I anſwer ; True it is, 
that for the Carcaſs, as it were, the Works of un- 
ſanctified Men, may be like to thoſe of the Godly; 
but they are without the Soul, which is 5 — 
8 or 
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Work of a true Believer; to which he is no lefs 
privy in his Heart, than to the outward 'Work 
which paſſes through his Hands. And we hold, 
that Works done in Uprightneſs of Heart only, are 
they which teſtify in this Caſe. Let every true- 
hearted Nathanael then comfortably conclude Par- 
don and Peace unto his ou Sn Mam alf-fubh 
Fruits ſo qualified. u 
To inſtance in one: Ve know that we have p- 
ed Death to Life, becauſe we love the Brethren, 
1 Joh. iti. 14. 1 the Brethren : Therefore I 
am tranſlated from Death to Life. Here, perhaps, 
ſome one might aſk : But is it poſſible for a Man 


to know that he loves the Brethren as the Apoſtle 


requires? Without all Doubt. For St. John makes 
it a Sign of our being ſo tranſlated ; therefore it 
may be known: for Signs manifeſting other Things, 
muſt Themſelves be more manifeſt. And Auflin 
tells us, that a Man tnows more the Love with which 

he loves, than his Brother whom he loves. | 


Trvs may the Chriſtian infallibly collect, that ſav- 
ing Grace dwells and in his Heart, by all inward 
outward Fruits f. nag t Heart. 
All fuch found Fruits of Faith are evident Si 
and Demonſtrations of our ſpiritual Safety. If ye 
do theſe Things (ſays Peter) ye ſhall never fall. 


WHEN we, by theſe Means, have aſſured our 
Souls, that we are the Children of Gop, which is 
the Teſtimony of our own Spirits ; the Spirit of 
Gop, as another Witneſs, ſecondeth and confirm- 
eth this Aſſurance, by Divine Inſpiration, and by 
ſweet Motions and Feelings of Gop's ſpecial - 
neſs, and glorious faving Preſence; and ſo, accord- 
— to the Apoſtle's Phraſe, Rom. viii. 16. Beareth 
Witneſs with our „ Wherefore, if any Man 
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phrngns to have this Witneſs, and yet want the 
eſtimony of his Conſcience to the ſame Purpoſe; 
the Teſtimony of Univerſal Obedience ; of not liv- 
ing in any ene known Sin; of crucifying the Fleſh 
with the Affections and Luſts; I can give none but 
this cold Comfort: He is curſedly cozened by the 
Devil's counterfeit Glory of an Angel, caſting into 
his abuſed Imagination, ſuch groundleſs Conceits, 
which, in Time of Trial, will vaniſh into No- 


Bur though this laſt Manner of Aſſurance be 
more immediately from the Spirit; yet the other 
are not effectual upon the Heart, without the Ex- 
citation, Illumination and Aſſiſtance of the ſame 
bleſſed Spirit. 


Pon the Firſt, conſider this fore- cited Scripture: 
Me bave received, not the Spirit of the Morla, but the 
Spirit which is of GoD, that ave might know the 
Things that are Le given ta us of Goh. 1 Cor. ii. 
12. For the Second; when the Conſcience, thro? 
the Miniſtry of the Law, teſtifies to a Man, his 
State in Sin, and under the Curſe; it is through 
the Spirit of Bondage that it doth teſtify : then 
when it doth teſtify to him his State of Grace, and 
Freedom from the Curſe, it is much rather from 
the Spirit of Adoption. No Man can ſay, that Je- 
ſus is the Lok, but by the Holy Ghoſt. For the 
Third, I doubt not, but the bleſſed Spirit, as a 
comfortable Remembrancer, refreſhed - Hezehiah's 
Memory, when he cried to the LoxD, Remember 
now, O LoRD, I beſeech Thee, / how I have walked 
before Thee in Truth and with a perfett Heart, and 
have done that which is good in thy Sight, Iſaiah 
XXXVIII. 3» | * 1 + apart 
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Bor how ſhall a Man diſcern the true Teſti- 
mony of the Spirit, from a groundleſs Delyfion ? 
If that Arch-Caſuiſt, Bellarmin, aſk me, I will ea- 
ſily ſtop his Mouth: 1. By demanding, how his St. 
Francis, and St. Anthony, knew aſſuredly, that their 
Revelations of the certain Remiſſion of their Sins, 
were from the Spirit of Gop ; eſpecially, ſince 
with him, they were Revelations quite beſides and 
without the Word? (For he holds, that this Pro- 
poſition, Francis is truly juſtiſied; Anthony hath 


his Sins forgiven; and ſo of other particular Men, 


is not to be found in the Ward, either immediate- 


ly, or by evident Conſequence ; which we, upon 
good Ground, contradict, if the particular Men be 


true Believers. 2. By that Saying of St. Ambroſe, 
urged by Catarinus in the Council of Trent :+Th 
Holy Ghe/t dath never ſpeak unte us, but he makes 
us know, that it is He that ſpeaketh. 207% 


Bur if. doubtful Chriſtians, troubled hou it, 


would. berrinformed in d Poine. I. adviburtbat 


they would conſider theſe following Marks of Dif- 
ference ; 2 


I. A soup Perſwaſion by the Spirit, is ever 
anſwerable exactly to the Word. The inward 
Teſtimony of the Spirit, and outward Teſtimony 
of the Word, anſwer each other, as Face to Face 
in Water. And therefore, if thy preſent State, 
wherein thou conceiveſt Thyſelf to be ſafe, be con- 
demn'd by Gop's Word; thy Confidence is vain. 
The Scripture tells us, That whoſoever is born of 
Gop, dath not commit Sin, 1 John i. 3, 9. If then 
thou alloweſt any Luſt in thy Heart, or practiſe 
any one known Vin, and yet fancy thou haſt this 
Witneſs, the Devil cozens thee. ' For the true 
Teſtimony of the Spirit ever holds Correſpond 
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to the Word, and is INFALLIBLY grounded there- 


Bur how is it poſſible, that a Man ſhould be 
certain of that by the Word, which is not con- 
tain'd in the Word? For Bellarmin affirms, That 
this particular Propoſition, Such, or ſuch a Man i; 
Juſtified; is not contained in the Word of Gop, 
either immediately, or by good Conſequence. 


I AnsWER, It is deduced by evident Conſe- 
out of the Word. For ſuch 
Propoſitions as theſe; He that believeth on the Son, 
hath everlaſting Life, John iii. 36. M beſocver be- 
lieveth in Him, ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins, Acts 
Xx. 43. And by Him all that belt 
from all Things, &c. Atts xiii. &c. follow by 
Conſequence theſe Particulars; Paul, Peter, 
her, Bradford, or any other particular Man 
-believing in Him, receives Remiſſion of Sins; is 
juſtified ; hath eternal Life. Even as it followeth 
directly and infallibly, every Man is a reaſonable 
— therefore Fohn or Thomas is endued with 


| TrovGH no Word faith expreſly and immedi- 
ately; Thou Thomas beheving ſhalt be ſaved; yet 
the fame Word which faith; Every one believing, 
hath eternal Life, faith alſo; Thou Thomas believ- 
ing, haſt eternal Life, or ſhalt be ſaved. As on 
the Contrary, this Univerſal; He that believeth nit 
the Son, ſhall not fee Life, but the Wrath of Go 
abideth on him, includeth, conſequently, and as in- 
fallibly, as tho' they were writ in it, Particu- 
lars: Fudas, Bellarmin, or Bonner, not believing, 
ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of Gop abideth 
on him. Otherwiſe, if the general did not thus 
include every Particular; the Law, 2 


» are juſtified 
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Kill: Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery : Thou fhalt not 
bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour, would not 
belong to Fawkes blowing up the Parliament: To 
this or that Prieſt polluting himſelf in hearing Con- 
feſſion; to Bellarmin lying voluminouſly ; becauſe 
it is no where expreſly writ; Thou Bellarmin ſhalt 
not bear falſe Witneſs againſt th yNeighbour. Thou 
Shaveling, beware of Self- pollution. Thou Fatukes 
ſhalt not tear in Pieces the royal Limbs of the 
Lord's Anointed. WT 1 | 


+ Is Fohnor Thomas believing, be not bound to be aſ- 
ſured of his Salvation out of the general Promiſe, ex- 
cept it were ſaid in Scripture; 'I hat Thomas or John 


by Name ſhould be ſaved; it would follow, that 


theſe particular Men were not bound to be honeſt 
Men, or to fear Gop, becauſe it is no where ſaid 
in the Word, That Thomas. or John ought to be 


honeſt Men; or are commanded to fear Gop, but 


only in the General. f | 
. In a Word, let the, Jeſuit. tell we, Whether 


* 


out of the Word he be infallibly certain that his 


Body ſhall riſe again at the laſt Day. He dare not 
for his Heart deny it. And I pray you, Bellarmin, 
tell me, Where it is expreſsly ſaid in Scripture, 
That the Body of Robert. Bellarmin ſhall riſe again 
at the laſt Day? All particular infallible Aſſurance 

in this Kind, ſprings out of the general Promiſe, 


that All Hall rije, 1 Cor. xv. 


2. THAT Heart which doth ſweetly enjoy the 
Paradiſe of a true Teſtimony, and well-grounded 
Perſwaſion, preſently lives the Life of Grace, and 
Immortality; is ſincerely inflamed with a reverent 
Love, and inſatiable. Longing after the Word 
preach'd and read, Prayer, 8 ing of Pſalms, 
ys of 2m 


lation, 
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liation, Uſe of godly Company, al 
liation of good 2 pany all 


God's Ordinances, and eans nted 
and ſanctified for our ſpiritual Good. uſe 
through them, as ſo many golden Conduits, thoſe 
gracious Operations of the Holy Ghoft are continued 
unto it; and in the Uſe of them are wont to be 
breathed into it, ſuch heavenly Refreſhings as the 
Joy of the whole World cannot poſſibly equal. 


3. Tux real Teſtimony of the Spirit, is a molt 
rare Jewel, which doth infinitely out-weigh in 
Worth any Rock of Diamond; and re is 
infinitely envied, and aſſaulted mightily on all 
Sides. It is continually hunted like a Partridge on 
the Mountains by natural Diſtruſt, and all the 
Powers of Darkneſs. There is not a wicked Spi- 
rit, but is tranſported with implacable Indignation 
againſt that Heaven upon Earth; and therefore 
rages and roars about thee ſtill, to rob thee of ſuch 
an heavenly Gem. Beſides the two main Aims of 
all the Malice of thoſe Apoſtate The Diſ- 
honour of Gop, and the Diſcomfort of Men's 
Souls : In this Point are peculiarly enraged; 
to ſee a mortal Man, a Child of Adam, crown'd, 
even in this Life, with an Earneſt of the Juheri- 
rance of the Saints in Light, and of thoſe bleſſed 
Manſions, whereof by their Apo and Pride 
they have everlaſtingly deprived ves. And 
they employ their Agents, Enemies to the Grace 
of Gop, and thine own fearful Heart, to charge 
falſely many Times upon thee, Hypocriſy and De- 
Jufon; left that white Stone given thee by the Holy 
er eB whe Splendour and Sweetneſs whereof, none 
_ kno but he that hath it) ſhould fairly ſhine 

upon thy ſad Soul with that Comfort, as it both 
may and ought. Whereupon it muſt needs follow, 
that if any Aſſurance be true; it will be often ex- 
erciſed with Varieties of Temptations, 1 
f 
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firieſt Darts, injected Scruples, Contradictions of 
Fleſh and Blood, Cavils of — Reaſon, which 
will neceſſarily drive thee to oy; mightily to L 


enen 


On the Contrary: the preſumptuous Confidence 
lies in the Phariſce's Boſom with much NT * 
and Security; without r 
tradiction, or any ſuch Ado. Reaſon is, his 
carnal Heart is well enough content; becauſe it ſtill 
feeds upon his darling Sin, without Diſturbance. 
And Satan is too ſubtil to interpoſe. For he well 
knoweth that his Hope of Heaven is but a golden 
Dream; and therefore in Policy he holds his Peace, 
that he may hold him the faſter. 


Tax x Notice by the Way, that that very 
Thing which makes many a true Chriſtian doubt 
of himſelf, and of his ſpiritual State, ſhould put him 
out of all Doubt; even often Exerciſe with Temp- 
tations, multiplied Attempts againſt his Faith, 
prayed againſt, humbly reſiſted and oppoſed with 
cleaving unto the Tender - heartedneſs of Chrift, 
and Truth of his Promiſes. And that very This. 
upon which the deluded Ones build, and many 
Times boaſt themſelves (to wit, that they are 
Untroubled, Untempted, in Point of Faith, and 
2 Aſſurance); may return an infallible 

onſtrance to their own Conſciences, that —4 
are certainly deceived. For doubtleſs, that Fai 
which is never * with Dou „is but a 
Fancy. Aſſuredly, that Aſſurance which is ever 
Secure, is but a "_ y 2 Phariſee ſtands 
by the Bed-fide of the 5 Profeſſor, viſited 
* Affliction of (rar Ne heavy 

e * y plealing in the un- 

g groundleſs Confidence, and 
= Faden — Guch Terrors and ſpiritual 
Troubles: 
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Troubles : When as himſelf is like an Ox fatting 
in the green Paſtures of Impunity, for the Day of 
Slaughter. But the afflicted Party is as precious 
Gold, purifying in the Loxp's refining Furnace, 
that he may afterward come out and ſhine more 


loriouſly. 


4. In that Heart to which the Spirit of Gon 
retifies Thou art my Child, the ſame Spirit cre- 
ates many ſtrong Cries, and unutterable Groan- 
ings. The Teſtimony of the Spirit is ever attended 
with the Spirit of Prayer. That glorious Glimpſe 
ſhining 1 into the Soul and aſſuring it of the Love of 
'Gop, is fo ſweet, fo heavenly, fo raviſhing, that 
it warms the Spirit of a Man with quickning Life, 
to pour out itſelf before the Throne of y ray 
Sometimes in more hearty, triumphant, and as it 
were, winged Prayers: At other Times, in thoſe, 
which are more faint and cold, yet edged with in- 
finite Deſires, that they were more fervent, and 
therefore mingled and perfumed with the Incenſe 
in the Golden Cenſer, which the Angel of the Co- 
venant holds in his Hand, are —— 1 
of Him, who, by a Title of higheft Honour, i 

ſtiled the Hearer of Prayer: Or at leaſt, with un- 
exprefible Groans and inward Wreftlings; for 
Preſervation, Recovery, and Enlargement of that 
ſame comfortable Aſſurance itſelf, and of all other 
holy Graces and Fruits of the Spirit; Purity of 
Heart, Conqueſt 'over Corruption, nearer Com- 
munion with Gop, Spiritual- mindedneſs, and ſuch 
e heavenly Gueſts. But on the other Side; e- 

very deluded Phariſee i is as a mere Stranger to the 
| Powkr of Prayer. His Confidence is but a Weed 
which will grow of its own Accord; and therefore 
is not ſenſible of any Neceflity, neither feels any 


Want of conſtant rayer +> a broken Heart, 
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univerſal Obedience; or the holy Preciſeneſs of the 
Saints to ſupport it. 


5. A TRUE Aſſurance of Gop's Love, doth- 
quicken and ſpur forward the ingenuous Chriſtian 
to more Holineſs, Hatred of Sin, Refolution in 
good Cauſes, Watchfulneſs over his Heart, Walks, 
ing with Gop. Having theſe Promiſes, ſaith he, 
let me cleanſe myſelf from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh 
and the - rit, perfeeting Holineſs in the Fear A 
Gop. Having this Hope, I will labour to puri 
myſelf, even as He is fure. To let the principal 
vote paſs, it is impoſſible but that the Conſci- 
ouſneſs, that Gop's free Love, through Chri/t, 
hath freed us from an Eternity of Torments (one 
Hour wherein, is infinitely more terrible, than all 
the Tortures that all Mankind hath, doth, or ſhall 
endure, from the Creation, to the End of the 
World); and intereſted us in an Eternity of Joys, 
(one Hour wherein, doth incomparably ſurpaſs all 
the Delights of this wide World, were they col- 
leted into one:) I ſay, it cannot be, but that ſuch 
an Aſſurance ſhould ſtir up the bleſſed Soul to do 
or ſuffer any Thing for Chri/f's Sake. But the 
groundleſs — being in Truth but a Fan- 
cy, muſt needs be Powerleſs, Fruitleſs, and Un- 
active; and makes the Deluded rather Secure, Care- 
leſs, and Preſumptuous. | 6 


6. THe bleſled Spirit is wont to ſpring up in 
eur Hearts, with his ſweeteſt Teſtimony, at ſuch 
Times as theſe: When we retire to converſe with 
Gop in a more ſolemn and ſolitary Manner; o- 
pening our Conſciences, breaking our Hearts, and 
pouring out our Souls into his Boſom : When we are 
preparedly and fruitfully exerciſed in the Ordinan- 
ces: In our innocent, patient Sufferings, for Con- 
ſcience Sake: When we feel we have conquered or 

Vol. VIII. K curbed 
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curbed ſome Corruption, by the Power of Prayer: 
in the believing Contemplation. and Reviſe of our 
Change, and the infallible Marks thereof. But 
that other Counterfeit Flaſh keeps a deluded Phari- 
ſee in a Fool's Paradiſe continually. He is ordi- 
narily at all Times alike peremptory in the Point 
of Aſſurance. You ſhall not take him without it 
any Week in the Year, any Day.in the Week, 
any Hour in the Day. 


7. Trex Preſumption of the Phariſee is ordina- 
rily at the Heighth, in his Heighth of outward 
Proſperity. But the Perſwaſion of the Chriſtian, 
is for the moſt Part then ſtrongeſt, when the 
World moſt frowneth; and in Heat of Perſecution. 


8. Tnos that are deluded with a groundleſs 
Confidence, have ordinarily been ſo ever fince 
they can remember, and that without Conſciouſ- 
neſs of any Converſion, or ſupernatural Work up- 
on their Souls. But the Teſtimony of the Spirit, 
zs never felt before Converſion; nor ever to be 
found but in a regenerate Soul. I doubt not, but 
many Chriſtians, to their ſingular Comfort, can 
tel] the Experience of both: T heir bold perempto- 
ry Preſumption in their unregenerate Time: And 
their now true Perſwaſion, ſo much envied by Sa- 


teu. 
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9. THE Lacdicean longs more for Gold, than 
Growth in Grace; thinks himſelf already rich e- 
nough in Religion. But the Chriſtian, having 
truly taſted of the Aſſurance of Gop's Love, is 
infinitely greedy of growing in Grace, of conquer- 
ing Corruptions, of nearer Communion with 
Chriſt, of doing Gop all the Service he can, be- 
fore he go hence, and be ſeen no more. His Per- 
formances by the Grace of God, are n 
be En- 
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Endeavours more, but his Deſires endleſs, and e- 
ver unſatisfied with his Degree of Well-doing, his 
preſent Pitch of Grace and Meaſure of Obedience. 


Tuus having premiſed a Diſcovery of ſpiritual 
Self-deceit; I come now to fore-warn the true 
Chriſtian, that with all Watchfulneſs and Con- 
ſtancy, he would ever labour to prevent and de- 
feat the Aſſaults of that white Devil, (as a worthy 
Divine calls it) Spiritual Pride. When the ſtrong 
Man can no longer keep Goodneſs out of the Soul, 
but the Holy Ghoſt, with a merciful Violence 
breaks in upon him and dwells there: his next En- 
deavour is, to abuſe even Grace itſelf, as an un- 
happy Inſtrument to weaken and wound itlelfs 
nay, ſo ſubtil is he, and endleſs in his Attempts, 
that if he cannot make a Man proud of any Thing 
elſe, he will labour to make him proud that he is 
not Proud, and to glory vainly, becauſe be it not 
Vain-glorions. When therefore thou beginneſt to 
admire thyſelf, caſt thine Eyes: 50 08 


1. Upon the Purity and Piercing of God's 
All-ſeeing Eye, ten Thouſand Times brighter than 
the Sun, which ſces Sin to be inſinitely more ſin- 
ful and loathſome than thou canſt poſſibly do: 
Whereby his holy Juſtice is incenſed with infinite 
Indignation, and unquenchable Severity again is. 
Witneſs, the turning into Devils ſo many glorious 
Creatures, ſhining once ſo fairly in the higheſt 
Heaven: The Curſe which fell upon Adam and all 
his Poſterity, for eating the forbidden Fruit: The 
Confuſions which came upon the firſt World 
the Flood: The Burning of Sodom with Fire 
Brimſtone from Heaven: The Horrors of a guilty 
enraged Conſcience, which is a Hell upon Earth, 
and Damnation above Ground: The everlaſting 
Fire which is — 2 reprobate W 
* | 2 8 
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tion, and the daily Spots and Stains which light 
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gels. Neither doth this brighteſt Eye only ſee all 


thy Sins in their native Foulneſs, but alſo in their 


trueſt Number. Thou, perhaps, beholdeſt them 


as Stars in a gloomy Evening; but He ſees them 
as Stars in the cleareſt Winter's Night. Methinks, 
this Meditation ſhould rather make thee grow into 


Further Deteſtation of Sin, than Admiration of 


thyſelf. 


2. Look upon the clear Chryſtal of Gop's Law, 
which can diſcover unto thee the leaſt Spot that 
ever ſtained one of thy Thoughts; ſhines with that 


perfect Light, that it would guide aright every 


Step which thou takeſt; and is of that Latitude 


for Prohibition of Sin, and leading to Purity and 
exact pleaſing of Gop, that tho' we may /ee an 
End of all Perfection, yet it is exceeding broad. And 


therefore tho ſuch as hate to be reformed, are 


drawn to a particular Survey of themſelves and all 


their Ways in this pure Chryſtal, even as a Bear 


to the Stake; yet let it be thy Delight, who art 
bleſſed with an impregnable Protection, by the 
Blood and Merit of Feſus Chrift, from the Curſe of 
the Law, to peruſe thyſelf punctually by this hea- 
venly Looking-Glaſs, for the Diſcovery of thy 
Defects and Aberrations, and to dive with ſearch- 
ing and ſerious Meditation, into this adored Depth 
of Perfection and Purity, to. ſee how far thou com- 
eſt ſhort: And then thou ſhalt find infinite more 
Cauſe to preſs hard towards the Mark, than proud- 
ly to prize any Thing that is paſt. Only, I ad- 
viſe, when thou ſettelt thyſelf thus ſolemnly to rip 
up thy Conſcience, and ranſack thy Heart to the 
Root, to bring it down into the Duſt, for Increaſe 
of Humiliation and Lowlineſs in thine own Eyes; 
as thou holdeſt in the one Hand the clear Chryſtal 
of Gop's pure Law, to diſcover thy vile Diſpoſi- 
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upon thy Soul; ſo hold in the other Hand, or ra- 
ther lay Hold upon Chrift Feſus by the Hand of 
Faith, hanging, bleeding, and dying upon the 
Croſs, for thoſe very Sins; that whereby thou 
mayeſt utterly quench all Satar's hery Darts, draw- 
ing towards Deſpair; nay, preſerve thy Spirit in 
Peace, againſt the leaſt diſtruſtful — of any 
flaviſh Terror. e 


3. Tou muſt ſhortly be ſtrictly accountable at 
the juſt Tribunal of Gop, for the Uſe and Empioy- 
ment of all the good Things he hath given thee; 
of thy Life and every Moment of it; of thy Goods 
and every Farthing's Worth of them; of every 
Word thou ever ſpokeſt; of every Thought that 
ever ſprung out of thy Heart; of every Sermon 
thou ever heardſt ; of every Sabbath thou haſt ſo- 
lemnized; of every Line thou haſt writ; of every 
Glance of thine Eye; of every Journey thou haſt 
made; of thy Wit, — Learning, Strength, 
Courage, Credit, Honour, Power, and high Place: 


2 


Thing in any Kind thou ever receivedſt from the 
bountiful Hand of Almighty Gop. And the more 
and more excellent Endowments, and gracious In- 
dulgencies have been vouchſafed thee; the more 
exactly muſt thou be anſwerable, and in Proportion 
accountable for more. Wherefore ſince the Graces 
of Salvation incomparably excel all human Abilities; 
all Excellencies of Nature, Art, Policy, Learning, 
or what elſe can be named admirable in the Eyes 
of Men; Gop looks that we ſhould keep thoſe 
Jewels eſpecially bright and ſhining; communicate 
them molt frankly and abundantly to our Brethren; 
and with all Watchfulneſs and Wiſdom upon all 
Opportunities, employ them to our Maſter's Glo- 
ry. Now there is nothing more hinders the Im- 


19 


provement of them than Pride: Nothing makes 
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them more profitable than Humility. | 


A rrouD Man doth ordinarily, out of an am- 
bitious Humour, ſingle out ſuch Seaſons for Diſ- 


covery of himſelf, and Oftentation of his Gifts, 


when he may win moſt Applauſe from Men, and 
thereupon 1s very rare and reſerved in exerciſing 
his Talent. But a downright humble Chriſtian is 
unreſervedly and indifferently for all Places, Limes, 
and Perſons; where, and when he may bring Glo- 
ry unto GoD, Good unto others, and Comtort to 
his own Soul. He dares not for his Heart, either 
out of Humour, or for Fear he ſhould make him- 
ſelf too cheap, conceal any Thing in his Heart, 
were it the higheſt Strain of his heavenly Skill, or 
any experimental Secret in the Myftery of Chriſt, 
from the meaneſt Chriſtian, could he wiſely and 
ſeaſonably do him any ſpiritual Good. Let us there- 
fore infinitely abhor, by Pride, to ſtain the Glory 
and blaſt the F ruitfulneb of our Graces; but rather 
with, all Humility and Watchfulneſs obſerve and 
apprehend all the Graces, Occaſions and Callings, 
whereby we may glorify Gos moſt with them, and 
improve them beſt for the LoRxp's Advantage; that 
ſo we may give up our Account at the great Audit, 
with more Favour, and enter more comfortably 
into our Maſter's Joy. f 


Tus much concerning the firſt Extreme in 
managing our ſpiritual Eſtate, to wit, a proud 
Overprizing our own Graces. I come now to the 
Second, which is, A dejected Under-valuing of 
God's Mercies, the Promiſes of Life and Grace 
which we polleſs. 


Lex thoſe that hate to be reformed, hang down 
their Heads; Let Belſbazzars Countenance be 
| | changed; 
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changed; /et his Thoughts trouble him, let the Joints 
of his Loins be looſed, and his Knees ſmite one againſt 
another: Let the Hearts of all, who live in any be- 
loved Sin, tremble as the Leaves of the Foreft that 
are ſhaken with the Wind; but let thoſe who have 
given their Names to Chri/t in Truth, and are ſin- 
cere in his Service, upon whoſe Heads everlaſti 
Light doth reſt, lift up their Heads. Let the amia- 
ble Aſpect of Sweetneſs and Peace ever dwell upon 
their Forcheads. Let heavenly Beams of ſpiritual 
Light ſhine in their Faces. Let never uncomfortable 
Damp of any laviſh Sadneſs, or Touch of helliſh 
Terror, vex their Hearts. Let them never more 
be afraid of any evil Tidings, or of Deſtruction 
when it cometh. In a Word: Let them be inh- 
nitely and forever glad at the very Heart. And 
Cauſe. It is the Charge and Command of the Spi- 
rit: Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice ye Righteous, 
and Shout for Foy, all ye that are upright in Heart, 


Pal. xxxit. 11. 


On ! that I might be vouchſaſed that Honour 
of being an humble Inſtrument, to quicken the 
drooping Spirits of all that are true of Heart ! that 
they would ariſe and ſhake themſelves from the 
Duſt, and put on their beautiful Garments! that 
they would, with a Reſolution never to be ſhaken 
with all the Powers of Hell, baniſh out of their 
Souls, all unneceſſary Scruples, Dejections, ſad 


Thoughts, and Heavineſs of Heart] that they 


would bear and behave themſelves as Heirs of Hea- 
ven; as the Favourites of the King of Kings! 
ſhould they, infinitely more honour the Sweetne 
of God's merciful Diſpoſition; the Dearnels of his 
Love; the Tenderneſs of his compaſſionate Bowels; 
the bottomleſs Myſtery of his Free Grace; the 
Preciouſneſs and T ruth of his Promiſes; the — 
uable- 
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luableneſs of his Son's Blood; the Pleaſantneſs of 
the Ways of Grace; and the glorious Work of the 


Holy Gheft upon their own Souls. 


Lr them ever keep freſh in their Minds for this 
Purpoſe, ſuch Conſiderations as theſe. 


t. Txvt Joy, the moſt noble, ſweet and ami- 
able Affection, that ever warmed the Heart of 
Man, is only proper to honeſt, humble, and holy 
Hearts. Such Cabinets are only fit for this hea- 
venly Jewel. The Beauty and Deliciouſneſs of it, 
are confined only to the Communion of Saints, the 
ſealed Fountain, the Spouſe of Crit. It never did 
nor ever will ſhine upon the World, or to any earthly 
Heart. But ſhall not a true-hearted Nathaniel, to 
whom Jeſus Chrift hath bequeathed a cy of 
Peace, rejoice evermore? Who, which Way fo- 
ever he looks, if he open his Eyes of Faith, ſhall 
ſee nothing but Matter of ſweeteſt Contemplation; 
infinite Cauſe of trueſt Joy. If he look backward 
upon the Time, whilſt he yet lay under the Ty- 
ranny of the Devil, and Dominion of the firſt 
Death, he ſhall ſee the Catalogue of all his former 
Sins, ſhould it be as black as Hell, as foul as Se- 
dom, as red as Scarlet, fairly, and forever waſhed 
away in that Fountain opened for Sin and for In- 
rleanneſs, even the precious Blood of that imma- 
culate Lamb Joſs Chriſt. If he look upon his pre- 
ſent State, he thall find himſelf preſerved as a Jew- 


el moſt ſafe in the precious Cabinet of Gop's dear- 
eft Providence; environed with a glorious Guard 
of mighty Angels; kept by the Petocr of Gop thro 
Faith unto Salvation. If he look forward, he ſhall 
fee Death indeed; but the Sting taken out of it by 
the Death of Chriſt; ſo that he may lie down 4 
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the Grave as in a Bed of Down, fenced with the 
omnipotent Arm of God, till the Reſurrection. 


2. Every Chriſtian, after his new Creation, 
hath incomparably more Matter of Mirth than 
Mourning; infinitely greater Cauſe to be raviſhed 
with ſpiritual Joy, than to be dejected by Grief. 
Though this may ſeem a Paradox to worlal Wiſ- 
dom, yet it is a true Principle in the My of 
Chrijt. For in the right Eſtimate and Valuation, 
all the Afflictions of this Life, whether of Soul, 
Body, outward State, or any Way, are but Duſt 
in the Balance, in Reſpect of that exceeding, etere 
nal IVeight of Glory, purchaſed and prepared for him 
by the "Blood of his deareſt LoR Do. Whereupon 
faith the Apoſtle, in another Place; I reckon, that 
the Sufferings of . this 1 — Time, are not worthy 
to be compared to the „ which ſhall be revealed in 
vs. Whence it followeth, that a very Fore-Imagi- 
nation of the unconceivable Ha vineſ to be had 
hereafter, is able to hold up the Chriſtiat 's Heart, 
and to refreſh it with a — unutterable Gladneſs, 
even amidſt _—_ and —_— of all TY 
Troubles. | 


3. Ir is a conftant Mark of every regenerate 
Man, to make Conſcience of all Gop's Command: 
ments, Pſal. cxix. 6. Now the Holy Ghoſt doth 
not only :n ſeveral Places charge us, to rejoice, but 
is very earneſt in this Point. Let the Samts, faith 
he, be joyful with Glory, Pal. cxlix. 5. Let al 
theſe that Teck Thee, rejoice and be glad in Thee, Plat. 
xl. 16. Rejoice in the LoRD, O ye Righteazs, Plal. 
XXXiii. 1. KRejoice evermore, 1 Theſl. v. 16. Re- 
joice in the Lok D altuayt, and again I ſay gr 
Phil. iv. 4. Let all theſe „ ut their 5 
Thee, rejeice: Let 4. ever a wy 

v. IT: Let the Righteaus be glad: 1 
before 


118 General DIRECTIONS for @ 


beſere Gop; yea, let them exceedingly rejoice, Pſal. 
Axviii. 3. Be glad in the Loxp, and reace, ye 
Righteous, and Shout for Foy, all ye that are up- 
right in Heart, Pal. xxxii. 11. It is not an indif- 
ferent Thing, as ſome may ſuppoſe, to rejoice, or 
to be fad. But a comfortable Commandment is 
ſweetly enforced upon us, by the Fountain of all 
Comfort, to rejoice; and we break a Command- 
ment, if we rejoice not. And therefore we are 
bound in Conſcience to ſhake ourſelves from the 


Duſt, to pluck up our Spirits, to expoſtulate with 


our Hearts, if they grow heavy, as David did: 
A ly art thou caft down, O my Scul, and why art 


thou diſquieted within me? For we muſt anſwer as 


well for not rejoicing, as for not praying: For 
breaking this Commandment, Rejoice evermore; 
as that other, Thou ſhall not Kill, But leaſt you 
ſhould be miſtaken in the Nature of this ſpiritual 
rr that it is a delicious Motion of the 
ind, ſtirred up by the Holy Gheft, from the Pre- 
ſence and Poſſeſſion of Chrrft Jeſus our Sovereign 
Good, dwelling in the Soul by Faith; whereby 
the Heart is extraordinarily refreſhed with a ſweet, 
holy, and unſpeakable Delight. | | 


m. Wxrar canſt thou think upon, or what can 
poſſibly befall thee, out of which thou mayeſt not 
collect Matter of Comfort? 


For, 1. If thou ſurvey thy Graces, with which 
the free Mercy of Gon hath glorified thy Soul, 
thou ſhalt fee in them a ſacred Sun-ſhine, which 
is able to diſperſe the blackeſt Clouds of temporal 
Troubles. Thou ſhalt find in them an immortal 
Vigour, that will moſt certainly uphold thy Spirit, 


at thy dying. Hour, and before that laſt dreadful 
Bar; when all impenitent Wretches ſhall roar like 


wild Bulls in a Net, full of the Terrors of _ 
an 
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and cry upon the Hills and Rocks to hide 
from his unquenchable Wrath. n 

AGAIN, 2. If thou look upon thine. outward 
State; upon thy Wife, Children, Friends, Health, 
Goods, good Name, Orchards, Gardens, Poſſeſ- 
ſions, or whatſoever thou haſt attained, or doſt 
enjoy with good Conſcience; thou art bound to 
rejoice in them, as temporal Tokens of Gon's e- 
ternal Love; Encouragements to do more nobly in 
his glorious Service; but in ſuch Order, that as 
thy Cloaths firſt receive Heat from thy Body, be- 
fore they can comfortably warm it; ſo. ſome in- 
ward Joy of Reconcilement to the Creator, muſt 
firſt warm thine Heart, before thou canſt take 
kindly Comfort from the Creatures. 


MoREoveER, 3. Concerning Croſſes, Afflicti- 
ons, Troubles, and Perſecutions, which preſent 
themſelves to the Apprehenſions of carnal Men 
with much Horror; even in the Extremity of 
them, if thou caſt the Eye of thy Soul upon ſuch 
Places and Promiſes as theſe, 1 Cor. x. 13. Zeb. 
xiii. 5. Nam. viii. 28. Heb. xii. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
ai. Ixiii. 9, and the xliii. 2. thou mayſt by the 
marvellous Work of Faith, draw a great deal of 
Joy from them. A fruitful Exerciſe under Gop's 
viſiting Hand, is an infallible Demonſtration that 
thou art a Son, And is there not more Sweetneſs 
in thoſe Afflictions, which are evident Marks thou 
art in a right Way to Heaven, than in worldly . 
Pleaſures, which clearly remonſtrate to thy Cons 
ſcience, that thou art poſting towards Hell? Hence 
it was, that the Apoſtles rejaiced, (being beaten} 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for the 
Name of Feſ«s :. That Paul and Silas ſung in Pri- 
lon at Midnight: That Ignatius cried; 79 | 

| iy 
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Racks, Pullies, yea, all the Torments of Hell come on 
me, ſo I may win Chriſt. 


Nay, 4. even Contempt, Reproaches and 
Scorn, crown thy Head, and ſhould fill thy Heart 
with Abundance of Joy. Tf ye be reproached for 
the Name of Chriſt, bappy are ye, faith Peter: For 
the Spirit of Glery and of GoD refteth upon you, 1 
Pet. iv. 14. Bleſſid ere ye, faith Chrift Himſelf, 
when Men fhali revile you, and perſecute you, and 
ſhall jay all Manner of Evil again/t you faifly for my 
Sake, rejoice, and be exceeding giad, Matt. xi. 12. 
Scurrilities and Scoffs, all ſpitetul Speeches, odious 
Nick-Names, ying Imputations caſt upon thee by 
Tongues which cut like 4 ſharp Razer, are in their 
due Eſtimate, and true Account, as ſo many ho- 
nourable Badges of thy ſtanding on the Loxro's 
Side; and at the Throne of Cbriſt will be certainly 
reputed as Characters of ſpecial Honour. 


Arp, 5. If thou well weigh even the foreſt Sor- 
row, and the very Bleeding of thy Heart for Sin, 
it ſhould be fo far from damping thy Spirit, that it 
ought to open unto thee a Well-ſpring of pureſt 
Joy. For the penitent Melting of our Affections, 
and Mourning over Him, whom we have pierced 
with our Sins, argues infallibly, and ſweetly aſſures 
the ſanctifying Power of the Holy Spirit. Such 
Tears as burſt out of a Heart oppreſs'd with Grief 
for Sin, are like an April Shower, which though it 
wet a little, yet it begets a great deal of Sweetncſs 
in the Herbs, Flowers, and Fruits of the Earth. 
Even in ſuch Mourning, the Heart of the true Pe- 
nitent is comfortable. For habitual Joy may not 
only conſiſt with actual Sorrow, but even actual 
Joy with actual Sorrow. This is no ſtrange 
Thing. When we ſee a good Man perſecuted for 
a good Cauſe, and ſtand to it nobly, we grieve 45 

| is 
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his Troubles, but rejoice in his Reſolution. As 
we ought to grieve bitterly for our Sins; ſo let us 
rejoice for ſuch CT Grieving. Let us la- 
ment heartily over Him, whom we have wound- 
ed with our Sins; but let us alſo be infinitely glad, 
that they are pardoned by the Pouring out of his 
Blood. 


LASTLY : If Thou be troubled with Tempta- 
tions, yea, with Varicty ef them, hear the Holy 
Ghoſt : Count it all Foy when ye fall into divers 
Temptations. To let other Particulars paſs. From 
the very fouleſt and moſt griſly Suggeſtions of Satan, 
thou mayſt collect this common, — Comfort, 
That thou art none of his. The more reſtleſs] 
he follows thee with the Fury and Variety of his 
Temptations ; the more ſweetly (if thou wilt give 
Way. to the Counſel of the Prophets, and the Work 
bf Faith) mayſt thou repoſe thy wearied Soul upon 
the comfortable Aſſurance of being certainly God's. 


Tusk Things being ſo ſure, let every Chriſti- 


an be intreated, nay, charged in the Name of 


Jeſus Chrift, by the bleſſed Spirit, the Fountain of 
all Comfort, as he will anſwer it at the glorious 
Throne of Mercy, That he henceforth reſolutely 
caſt out of his Conſcience, ſprinkled with the Blood 
of the Lamb, thoſe intruding Tyrants; only na- 
tural Lords over natural Men: I mean, all uncom- 
fortable Penſiveneſs, Dejection, and Fear. Leav- 
ing theſe to the guilty Conſciences of Satan's Slaves, 
let him with holy Violence, lay hold upon his juſt 
Inheritance, purchaſed for him by the bitter and 
painful Sufferings of the Son of GoD. Even Floods 
of Joy ſhall be ſhower'd down from the Throne 
of Grace upon his Heart ; if he will but open the 
Door by the Hand of Faith, that the bleſſed Beams 
of ſuch Light and Comfort, ſhining from the Face 
Vox. VIII. L of 
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of Chri/f?, may come in. Let all Oppoſitions from 
Man or Devil, or fearful Diſtruſt, be but as fo 
many proud and ſwelling Waves, daſhing againſt 
a mighty Rock, which the more boiſterouſly they 
beat upon it, the more are they broken, and turned 
into a vain Foam. 


BuT thou muſt learn, in order hereto, 1. To 
put a Difference between Nullity of Grace, and 
Imperfection of Grace. Many deſire that their 
Hearts were broken in Pieces, for their Sins; griev- 
ing much, that they can grieve no more. But yet 
becauſe they feel not that Meaſure of Anguiſh of 
Heart in lamenting their former Life, as they de- 
fire ; becauſe they cannot now pray as fervently 
and feelingly as they, perhaps, were formerly wont: 
In a Word; becauſe they are yet but /moaking Flax, 
and bruiſed Reeds, not full ſhining Lamps, and 
ſtrong Pillars in the Houſe of Gop, they will needs 
have all to be nought. It is a ſpecial Point, then, 
of ſpiritual Wiſdom, to diſcern Weakneſs of Grace 
from Want of Grace. 


2. LEARN not to weaken thy own Graces, by 
caſting thine Eye too dejectedly upon other Chriſti- 
ans Perfections. Let it not fare with thee, as it 
doth with one gazing upon the Sun; who looking 
downwards again, can ſee nothing ; whereas be- 
fore he clearly diſcerned all Colours about him. 
Look upon them for Imitation and Quickning, not 
for ſlaviſh Dejection. 


3. ExPECT that heavenly Graces, while they 
inhabit theſe earthly Houſes, ebb and flow, by rea- 
fon of the Combat between the Fleſh and the Piri: 
So that if a Man ſhould tell me, that he hath ever 
prayed alike, without Temptation, or Damps, 
without any Senſe at any Time of Deadneſs; — 
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he hath ever believed alike, without Doubts and 
Scruples ; I durſt confidently reply, that he nevet 
either prayed acceptably, or believed favingly. _ 


4. BELIEve the Spirit of Truth, the Word of 
Gop, and Voice of Chriſt, before the Father of 
Lies, and Suggeſtions of Fleſh and Blood. Then 
all the Miſts of thy ſpiritual Miſeries would be 
quickly diſperſed. It is a mighty Work to get 
any Softneſs at all, and Remorſe for Sin, into the 
Heart of Man; yet for all that, when this is once 
begun, it is often too forward to feed upon Tears 
ſtill, and too wilful in refuſing to be comforted: 
But what faith Chri/t: Come wito me thus weary 
and heavy laden with thy Sin, and I will refreſh thee, 
Believe the ſweet Voice of Ghri/t Jeſus, rather than 
the murthering Sophiſtry of Satan. Yea, but faith 
the Tempter, thy Heart hath been fo hardened-in 
Sin, that there is no Hope nor Poſſibility. But 
what faith the Word? Seek Him that maketh the 


ſeven Stars and Orion, and turneth the Shadow into 


the Morning. He can eafily change the Midnight 
of thy preſent Miſery, into the glortous Midday of 
ſweeteſt Peace. Yea, but faith he, thou haſt lain 
long, had much Counſel, and been under the 
Hands of many ſpiritual Phyſicians, and yet no 
Comfort comes. And what then? Hear what the 
Spirit of Truth tells us: Since the Beginning of the 
World, Men have net heard nor perceived by the 
Ear, neither hath the Eye ſeen, O Gov, 1 Thee, 
what He hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him, 
Ifai. Ixive 4. aiting patiently for the LorD's 
coming to comfort us, either in temporal or ſpiri- 
tual Diſtreſſes; in right pleaſing Duty, and Service 
unto Gop, which He is wont to crown with 
multiplied and overflowing Refreſhings, when he 
comes. | 


La N Trnzst 
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THEsE Cautions premiſed, let us examine ſome 


Complaints, which are wont to ariſe in troubled 


Conſciences, out of Ignorance of the merciful 


Ways of Gop, and the Myſtery of his free Love 


through Chr:/?. And to begin with the firſt Cries 
of a Chriſtian in the Pangs of his New Birth. | 


I. Aroon Soul having wallowed long in Sin, 
is now ſtruck through by the Sword of the Spirit, 
and his Heart broken into Pieces, by the Hammer 
of the Law. In this Depth of heavieſt Diſtreſs, he 
caſts his Eyes upon Fe/us Chri/?, lifted up for his 
everlaſting Cure. The Meſſengers of Gop charge 
him in his Name, who was anointed by the Lox p 
for that Purpoſe, that He would turn his legal Ter- 
rors into Joy; put on Beauty for Aſhes; the Gar- 
ment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. Oh! ſays 
he, out of the deep Senſe of his bottomleſs Vile- 
neſs : The News is too good to be true, that the 
bleſſed Son of Gon, and all the precious Purchaſes 
of his unvaluable Paſſion ſhould belong unto me, the 
ſinfulleſt Wretch that the Earth bears. Whercup- 
on he refuſes Comfort, and chooſes rather to fink 


again under the Horrors of Guiltineſs and Fear. 


HERE he forgets himſelf in a diſtruſtful Under- 
prizing Gop's incomprehenſible Greatneſs, and 
1 Mercy. He ſhould conſider not ſo much 
what 1s fit for us to receive; as for ſo great a Gon 
to beſtow. If we once bring Hearts bruiſed and 
broken with the Burden of our Sins, bleeding and 
weeping unto his Mercy-ſeat, He will think all the 
meritorious Sufferings of his Son ; all the Promiles 
in his Book; all the Comforts of his Spirit; all the 
| Pleaſures in his Kingdom little enough for: us. If 
we look upon ourſelves, ſinful Wretches, we might 
juſtly fear the loweſt Dungeon in Hell; but He 
bow us freely. It is his Pleaſure to dn in a 
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Kingdom. Fear not, little Flock, faith Chrift; for 
it is your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the Kings 
dim. If it be the good Pleaſure of the King of 
Kings, to beſtow a Kingdom upon a truly hum- 
bled Soul, which He makes in the mean Time his 
Royal Throne here upon Earth ; what can Man 
or Devil, or any diſtruſtful Heart ſay againſt it? 
And why ſhouldſt thou, being ſuch an one, be fo 
unthankful; nay, ſo unneceſſarily cruel to thine 
own heavy Heart, as not to open the everlaſting 
Door of thy Soul by the Key of Faith, to let the 
King of Glory, knocking with his Hand of Mer- 
cy, come in and crown it with Grace and Glory, 
with Comfort and everlaſting Peace ? 


II. Bur alas! (fays he) my Sins are more than 
any Man's; fo that I cannot, I dare not think 
upon, or look towards any Comfort. 


Lr them be what they are, and add thereunto 
all the Sins which have, are, and ſhall be commit- 
ted by all the Sons and Daughters of Adam, from 
the Creation, to the End of the World, (except- 
ing the Sin againſt the Holy C); and yet in an 
Heart humbled under them, hating them all, com- 
ing with a ſpiritual Hunger at Chris Call; they 
can make no more Reſiſtance againſt the Mercies 
of Gop, than a little Spark of Fire againſt the 
mighty Sea. For all theſe Sins would ſtill be finite 
both in Nature and in Number; but God's Mer- 
cies are infinite. Now between that which is fi- 
nite, and that which is infinite, there is no Propor- 
tion, and ſo no Poſſibility of Reſiſtance. Whence 
it is, that the Prophet inviting his People to Re- 
pentance, jar. Iv. 7. aſſures of Gop's mer- 
ciful and gracious Diſpoſition; and leſt any fearful 
Spirit ſhould think thus: Be-it ſo; yet alas! my 
dins are ſo many, that I can expect no Mercy: 
9164 JL 3 Gop 
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Gop Himſelf doth there purpoſely prevent the Ob- 
jection, and replies: My Thoughts are not your 
Thoughts, neither are your Ways my Ways: Fer as 
the Heavens are higher than the Earth, ſo are my 
Ways higher than your Mays, and my Thoughts than 
your Thoughts. Many a bruiſed Reed would not 
exchange the Comfort, which the weakeſt Faith 
may extract out of this Place, for all the Kingdoms 
of the Earth. He faith not, That his Ways and 
Thoughts of Knowledge and Wiſdom; but his 
Ways and Thoughts of Mercy, are as far above ours, 
as the Heavens are above the Earth: Indeed, as 
Himſelf is above Man, which is infinitely. 


III. Or the Pardonableneſs of my other Sins, 
faith another, -I could 'be reaſonably well per- 
ſuaded; but alas ! there is one above all the reſt, 
which now I find to be full of rank and helliſh 
Poiſon. Oh! this it is that lies now on my Heart, 
like: a Mountain of Lead, far heavier than Hea- 
ven or Earth; and enchains it with inexpliczble 
Terror to the Duſt and Place of Dragons. This 
alone ſtings deſperately, keeps me from Chri/t, 
and cuts me off from all Hope of Heaven. I am 
. afraid, my wilfull Wallowing in it heretofore, hath 
fo ſeared my Conſcience, and harden'd my Heart, 
that I ſhall never be able to repent with any Hope 
of Pardon. | 


Ax p why ſo? Is this Sin of thine greater than 
Manaſſeb's F amiliarity with wicked Spirits? Than 
Paul's Drinking up the Blood of Saints? Than 
any of theirs in that black Bill, x Cor. vi. 10, 11. 
who notwithſtanding were afterwards upon Repen- 
tance waſhed, ſanctified and juſtified in the Name 
of the LoRx D Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
Gon ? Than that horrible Sin of Killing Je/us 
Chrift? And yet the Murderers of that Ina 
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Holy One, upon their true Compunction of Heart, 
were ſaved by that precious Blood, which they had 
cruelly ſpilt as Water. But be it what it will, a 
ſcarlet Sin, a crimſon Sin, a crying Sin; yet Paul's 
precious Antidote, Ram. v. 20. holds triumphantly 
ſovereign as well againſt the Heinouſneſs of any 
one Sin, as the Confluence of many: here Sin 
abounded, Grace over-abounded. It is indeed a very 
heavy Caſe, and to be deplored even with Tears 
of Blood, that thou ſhouldſt ever have ſo je 


diſhonoured thy gracious Gop; and thou ought 


rather chuſe to be torn in Pieces with wild Horſes, 
than commit it again; yet if thy Heart, now true- 
ly wounded with Horror and Hate of it, will but 
cleave to the Truth and Tender-heartedneb of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and fall into his bleſſed and bleeding 
Arms, ſtretched out molt lovingly to refreſh thee z 
as the Heinouſneſs of it hath abounded heretoforez 
his Grace will now abound much more. Nay, in this 
Caſe, Gop's Mercies ſhall be extraordinarily ho- 
nour'd, in pardoning ſuch a prodigious Provoca- 
tion; and the Blood of Chrift made, as it were, 
more illuſtrious, by waſhing away fuck an heinous 


Ir we bring broken, believing Hearts towards 
his Mercy-Scat; it is the Loxb's Name to forgive 
all Sorts of Offences, Iuiguity, Tranſgreſſion, and 
Sin, Exod. xxxiv. 7. It is his Covenant to be- 
ſprinkle clean Water upon us, that we may be 
clean, and to cleanſe us from all Filthineſs, and 


from all our Idolt, Ezek. xxxvi. 25. even from I- 


dolatry, the higheſt Villainy againſt the Majeſty 
of Heaven. It is his Premiſe not only to pardon 
ordinary Sins; but thoſe alſo which be as Scarlet, 
and red like Crimſon, Lai. i. 18. It is his free 
Compaſſion to. caſt all our Sins into the Depths of 


the Sea, Mich. vii. 19. The Sea, by Reaſon of 
| ; Its 
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its Vaſtneſs, can drown as well Mountains as Mole- 
hills: The boundleſs Ocean of Gop's Mercics can 
ſwallow up our mightieſt Sins. The Strength of 
the Summer's Sun is able to ſcatter the thickeſt 
Fog, as well as the thinneſt Miſt; nay, to drive 
away the darkeſt Midnight; and fo is the unreſiſti- 
ble Heat of God's free Love, ſhining through the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs upon a penitent Soul, to diſ- 
folve to nothing the deſperateſt Work of Darkneſs, 
and moſt horrible Sin. But this Myſtery of Mer- 
cy, and Miracle of God's free Love, is a Jewel 
only for truly humbled Souls, and the Sealed Foun- 
tain. Let no Stranger to the Life of Godlineſs 
meddle with it. Let no Swine trample it under 
his Feet. 
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The Spirit of a Man will ſuſtain bis Infirs 
mity; but a wounded Spirit who can 
bear? een 
" | 7 | 9 * 


ou | TS, 0 H 0549, nn 
X Y Text lies, as you ſce, in à Gcted 
775 Cabinct of 23 I mean the moſt 

M Js (elect and wiſe Aphoriſms, or Proverbs 
KIEL of Salmen. Every one of them, from 
the Tenth Chapter, independent, en- 
tire, and abſolute in themſelves; clear and mani- 
feſt by their on native Brightneſs, Whence it is, 
that this Book of Praverbs is compared to a great 
Heap of Gold Rings, every one ſhining with à di- 
ſtinct Senſe. by itſelf; but other Contexts. of holy 


Writ, to Gold-Chains ſo link'd together, that they 
3541 | . a m 
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muſt, for the rendering unto us their ſeveral Senſes, 
receive Illuſtration, one from another. | 

THis prefent Proverb doth repreſent unto us the 
extremeſt Hell upon Earth, the un Miſery, 
and moſt unſupportable that can Il a Man in 
this Life; I mean the Horror of a guilty and en- 
raged Conſcience. A wounded Spirit who can bear? 
This/is indeed intolerable: And that for ſeveral 
Reaſons. 


1. In all other Afflictions, only the Arm of Fl:;þ 
is our Adverſary; we contend but with Creatures 


at moſt; we have to do but with Man, or at worſt, 
& immediately 


tannot book upon Iniquity. Who then can land before 


bis Indignation? Who can abide in the Fierceneſs of 


his Anger? When his Fury is poured out like Fire, 
and the Rocks are thrown down by Him? When He 
comes againſt a Min as a Bear that is bereave 


ber Whelps, to rent the Caul of hit Heart? No 


more than the drieſt Stubble can reſiſt the fierceſt 
Flame; nay, infinitely leſs can any Power of Man 
or Angel withſtand the mighty Loxp of Heaven 
and Earth, when He is angry for Sin. Alas! when 


2 poor, polluted Wretch, upbn ſome ſpecial Illu- 


mination by the Word, or extraordinary Stroke 
from the Rod, doth once begin to behold Gop's 
frowning Face againſt Him; and to feel Juſtice 
by an inviſible Hand, taking ſecret Vengeance up- 
on his Conſcience; ' his heavy Heart immediately 
melty away in his Breaft, and becomes as Water. 
He faints and fails, hoth in the Strength of his 
Body, and Stoutneſs of his Mind. His Bones, the 
Pillars, and Mafter-Timber of his earthly Taber- 
nacle, are preſently broken in Pieces, and turned 
n * into 
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into Rattenneſs. His Spirit, the Eye, and Excel- 
lency of his Soul, which ſhould make lightſome 
the whole Man, is quite put out, with Exceſs of 
Horror, and Flaſhes of Deſpair. O this is its 
which would not only cruſh the Courage of 
ſtouteſt Son of Adam, that ever breath'd upon 
Earth; but even of the moſt glorious Angel, that 
ever ſhone in Heaven, ſhould He lift up but one 
rebellious Thought againſt his Creator! This a- 
lone is able to make the talleſt Cedar in Lebanon, 
the ſtrongeſt Oak in Baſan, (I mean the high 

| Look and the proudeſt Heart) to bow and bend, ta 
| ſtoop and tremble, as the Leaves of the Foreſt, that 
are ſhaken with the Wind. | | 


2. Ix all other Adverſities, a Man is ſtill a F riend 
unto himſelf, and reaches out his beſt Confiderati- 
ons to bring in Comfort to his heavy Heart. But 
in this, He is a Scourge to 2 at War with 
Himſelf; an Enemy to Himſelf. He doth greedily 
and induftriouſly fetch in as much Matter, as hg 
can, both imaginary and true, to aggravate is . 
Horror. He gazcs willingly in that fate Glas, 
which Satan ſets before himz wherein by his hel- 6 0 
liſh Malice he makes an infinite Addition both te 3 
the already un- number d Multitude, and to the uu 
Heinouſneſs of his Sins. Nay, in this Amazedaneſy”” 
of Spirit, and Diſpoſition to Deſpair, he is apty © + 
even of his own Accord, and with great Eagerneſs, 4 
to arm every ſeveral Sin, as it a his Mind, 
with a particular bloody Sting, that it may ſtrike 
deep and ſtick faſt enoughin his already grieved Soul, 

He employs and improves the Excellency, ank ut- 
moſt of his Learning, Underſtanding, Wit, Memo- 
ry, to e with al! Subtilty, with much Sophiſtry, 
[!- Pardonableneſs of his Sins, and Pofſibi- 
lity of Salvation. He wounds even his Wounds, 
with a Conceit, they are incurahle, and vexes his 
25 | by very 
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very Vexations, with ming to be comforted, 
Not only Croſſes, Afflictions, Temptations, and all 
Matter of Diſcontent; but even the moſt defirable 
Things in this Life, and thoſe which miniſter moſt 
outward Comfort; Wife, Children, Friends; 
Goods, great Men's Favours, Preferments, Offi- 
| ces, even Pleaſures themſelves, every Thing; what- 
ſoever is within him, or without him, or about 
him; whatſoever he thinks upon, remembers, 
hears, ſees, turn all to his Torment. No marvel! 
then, tho' the Terror of a wounded Conſcience be 
lo intolerable. 


3. As ſpiritual Refreſhments do incomparably 


ſurpaſs all bodily Delights: So Afflictions of the 
Soul, infinitely exceed the moſt exquiſite Tortures, 
that can poſſibly be inflicted upon the Body. For 
the Soul is a Spirit, very ſubtil, quick, active, ſtir- 
ring, all Life, Motion, Senſe, Feeling; and there- 
fore far more capable of all Kinds of Impreſſions, 
whether of Pleaſure, or of Pain. 


4. A WOUNDED Spirit, is temper'd with ſuch 
ſtrong, and ſtrange Ir redients of extraordinary 
Fears, that it makes a Man à Terror to himſelf, 
and to all his Friends: To flee, when none purſucs, 
at the Sound of a ſhaking Leaf: To tremble at his 
own Shadow; to be in great Fear, where no Fear 
is: Belides the inſupportable Burthen of too many 
real Terrors, it fills his dark and dreadful Fancy 
with a World of feigned Terrors, ghaſtly Appari- 
tions, and imaginary Hells; which notwithſtand- 
ing, have real Stings, and impreſs true Tortures 
upon his trembling Heart. | | 


' 5. Nor only the deſperate Cries of many miſer- 
able Men of forlorn Hope, but alſo the Complaints 


even of Gop's own Children, diſcover the TR 
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and Intolerableneſs of a wounded Conſcience. Hear 
how three antient Worthies in their Times, wreſt- 
led with the Wrath of Gop in this kind: I reck- 
oned till Morning, ſaith Hexetiab, that as a Lion, 
fo will He break all my Bones. Even as the wake 
and trembling Limbs of ſome leſſer Beaſt are cruſh- 
ed and torn in Pieces by the unriſiſtible Paw of an 
unconquerable Lion; ſo was his troubled Soul ter- 
rified and broken with the Anger of the Almighty. 
He could- not ſpeak for Bitterneſs of Grief, and 
Anguifh of Heart; but chattered like a Crane or @ 
Swallow, and mourned like a Dove. Thou turiteſt 
bitter Things againſt me, ſaith Fob, and makeſt me 
to 745 the Iniguities of . my Youth, The Arrows 'of 
the Almighty are tithin me, the Poiſon theres drin- 
eth up my Spirit : The Terrors of Gon do ſet them- 
ſelves in Array againſt me. O that I might have my- 
Requeſt ! And that Gop would grant me the Thing 
that I long for! Even that it would pleaſe Gon ts 
deſtroy me, that He would let looſe his d, and 
cut me off. Nay, yet worſe: Thou ſcareft me with 
Dreams, and terrifie/ft me through Viſions: So that 
, my Soul chooſeth Strangling and Death, rather than 
Life. Though Gop in Mercy preſerves his Ser- 
: vants from the monſtrous Act of Self- Murder ; 
: yet in ſome Horror of Mind, they are not free 
L from ſudden Suggeſtions thereunto. | My Benet 
* | waxed Old, faith David, 2 my. Roaring all the 
long. and Night thy Hand was beavy u 
y 2 Mitre 3 into the Dre 
) WU Summer. Thine Arrows — faſt in me, and t 
Hand preſſeth me ſore. re is no Soundneſs in my 
e, becauſe of thine Anger: Neither is there any 
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uin my Bones, becauſe of my Sin. For mine Ini- 
ties are gone over my Head: As an _ Barden, 

_ WW they are tos heavy for me. I am troubled, I am bow= 

# ed down greatly; I go Mourning all the Day ** 5 
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Jam feeble, and fore broken, I have roared by Rea- 
fon of the Diſquietneſs of my Heart. 


He AR alſo, into what a Depth of ſpiritual Diſ- 
treſs three worthy Servants of Gop, in theſe later 
Times, were plunged and preſſed down under the 
Senſe of God's Anger for Sin, Bleſſed Mrs. Bret- 
tergh upon her laſt Bed, was horribly hemm'd in 
with the Sorrows of Death. The very Grief of 
Hell laid hold upon her Soul. A roaring Ii ilder- 
neſs of Il de was within her, as ſhe confeſſed of her- 
ſelf. She ſaid; 14y Sins have made me a Prey to Su- 
tan. I wiſh that I had never been born, or that I 
had been made any other Creature, rather than a 
Women. She cried out many Times: oe, wor, 
wee, be unto me, a weak, a woeful,” a wretched, a 
forſaken Ii man The Tears continually trickling 
from her Eyes. Mr. Peacech, that Man of Gop, 
in that dreadful Viſitation upon his Death Bcd, 
recounting ſome ſmaller Sins, burſt out into theſe 
Words: And for theſe, I feel now an Hell in my 
Conſcience. n other ions, he cried out, 
with pitcous Groans : Ob, me Hretch ! Oh, mine 
Heart is miſerable! Oh, Oh, miſerable and woeful ! 
The Burden of my Sin lieth ſo heavy upon me, I doubt 
it will break my Heart. Oh! how weeful and miſer- 
able is my State, that thus muſt converſe with Hell- 
hounds ! When By-ſtanders aſked, if he would 
pray: He anſwered; I cannot. Suffer us, ſay they 
to pray for you. Take not, replied He, the Name 
of Go in vain, by praying for a Reprobate. What 
8 Pangs, what ſorrowful Jorments, what 

iling Heats of the Fire of Hell that bleſſed Saint 
of Gop, Jabn Glover, felt inwardly in his Spirit, 
aith Fox, no Speech outwardly is able to expreſs, 
In which intolerable Griefs of Mind, although he 
neither had, nor could have any Joy of. his Meat, 


yet was he compelled to eat againſt his Appetite, 
to 
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to defer (as he ſaid) the Time of his Damnation; 
thinking with himſelf, that he muſt needs be 
thrown into Hell, the Breath being once out of his 
Body. 


I DARE not paſs out of this Point, leſt ſome 
Child of Gop ſhould be here diſcouraged, before 
[ tell you, that every one of theſe three laſt named, 
was at length bleſſedly recovered, and did riſe moſt 

3 out of the Depth of ſpiritual Miſery, be- 
ore their End. Hear Mrs. Brettergb's triumphant 
Songs, after the Return of her 9 0 
Lok Jeſu, deft Thou pray for me? O bleſſed and 
| et Saviour, How ——_— ul! How wonderful! 
How wonderful are thy Moir Ob, thy Love iu 
| unſpeakable, Thou haſt dealt ſo graciouſly with me! O. . 
my Lok and my GoD, bleſſed be thy Name for 6. 


vermore, which haſt ſbewed me the Path of Life! - 
Theu didft, O Lokn, hide thy Face 2 me for a 
little Scaſan, but with everlaſting thou haf. 
had Compaſſion on me: And now, bleſſed Lok, thy 
comfortable Preſence is come; yea, LORD, Thou baſ# 
bad Reſpect unto thine Hand-maid, and art e 
_ 25 ſs 0 ol „ and Abundance of Con ons. 
ed be thy Name, my LoxD and 9510 
2 2 the Toys ! the Joys that I feel in my v Soul Þ 
Ob, they are wonderful! They are wonderful | They 
are wonderful! O Father, how merciful, and mur 
vellous grixcious art Thou unto me] yea, Lok, 1 
feel thy Mercy, and I am — of thy Love; and ſo 
certain am J as Thou art the GoD of Truth, even ſo 
fare do I know my Self to be 1525 O Lord my 
Gop/ This my Soul knoweth right well. This 
Soul knoweth right well. O bleſſed be the Loxp / 
bleſſed be the 2 that hath thus comfor ed me, 
and hath brought me now to a Place more ſweet unto 
me, than the Garden of Eden! Oh, the Toy, 2 
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Loxp for his Mercies, and for this Joy which my 
Soul feeleth full well! Praiſe his Name for ever more 
| Hear with what heavenly Comforts, Mr. Peacoc#'s 
Heart was refreſh'd : Tri „ my Heart and Soul, 
m_ he when the Tempeſt was ſomething alayed) 
bave been deeply troubled with T emptations, and Stings 
of Conſcience, but I thank Gop, they are eaſed in 
ood Meaſure. Afterward by little, and little, more 
Light did ariſe in his Heart, and he brake out into 
ſuch Speeches as theſe: I de, Gon be praiſed, feel 
fuch Comfort, from that, what ſhall I call it? Age- 
ny, ſaid one that ſtood by; Nay, guoth he, that is 
foo little. Oh! the Sea is not more full of Water, 
nor the Sun of Light, than the LoRD of Mercy! yea, 
bis Mercies are ten Thouſand Times mere. What 
great Cauſe have I to magnify the great Gaodneſs of 
30D, that bath humbled; nay, rather exakted, ſuch 
# wretched Miſcreant to a State ſo glorious! The 
Lok hath honoured me with his Goodneſs I am 
ſure, He hath provided a glorious Kingdom for me. 
De Tay that I feel in mine Heart, is incredible. And 
as for Mr. Glover, tho' he ſuffered the moſt ſharp 
Temptations and ſtrongeſt Buffetings many Years; 
= the Lord ouſly preſerved him all the 
hile, and at laſt did rid him out of all Diſcomfort; 
and he lived a Kind of Life of Heaven upon Earth. 
6. Bur to return to my Purpoſe: No Art of 
Man ; no earthly Comfort, or created Power, can 
heal or help in this Caſe. Heaven and Earth, Men 
and Angels, Friends and Phyſick, Gold and Silver, 
Pleaſure and Preferments, Favour of Princes ; nay, 
the utmoſt Poſſibility of the whole Creation, muſt 
Ict this alone for ever. An Almighty Hand, an in- 
finite Skill, muſt take this in Hand, or elſe, no 
Cure in this World or the World to come. 
Bodily Diſeaſes may be eaſed, and mollified by 
Medicines : Poverty may be repaired, and relieved 
by Friends: There is no Impriſonment * 
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ſome Hope of Enlargement: Innocency, and Neg- 
lect, may wear out Diſgrace : Grief for Loſs of a 
Wife, a Child, or other deareſt Friend, -at laſt is 
lefſened, and utterly loſt by Length of Time: But 
not the moſt exquiſite Concurrence of all theſe, can 
help at all in this Caſe. In ſuch an Agony, hadſt 
thou the utmoſt Aid from Angels and Men; couldſt 
thou reach the Top of the moſt aſpiring Ambition; 
were thy Poſſeſſions as large as Eaſt and Welt; 
were thy Meat Manna from Heaven; were thy 
Body cloath'd with the Body of the Sun, and 
crown'd with Stars; yet, for all this, thy Heart 
within thee would be as cold as a Stone, and trem- 
ble, infinitely above the Heart of a Woman, entring 
into Travail. For, alas! who can ſtand before the 
mighty LoxD Gop ? Who dare plead with Him, 
when He is angry? What Spirit of Man hath 
Might to wreſtle with his Maker! Who is able 
to make an Agreement with the Hells of Con- 
ſcience? or to put to Silence the Voice of Deſpe- 
ration? Oh! in this Conflict, no Electuary of 
Pearl or precious Balm, nor the moſt exquiſite Ex- 
tract, Art itſelf can create, is able, any Whit, to 
revive, eaſe, or aſſuage. It is only the Hand of 
the Holy Ghoſt, by the Blood of that bleſſed Lamb, 
Jeſua Chrift the Righteus, which can bind up ſuch 
a Bruiſe. Letithoſe, who are already waſhed from 
their Sins, learn hence, that they deſile their Souls 
no more; that they turn net again to Folly, Let 
them lay to Heart the enſuing Conſiderations, when 
they are firſt tempted again to any Sin: which, 
methinks, ſhould be of Power, not only to Ketp 
Gop's bleſſed Ones from putting their Hands to 
Iniquity ; but alſo to reſtrain even the Devil's Slaves 
. the moſt furious Enticement to their beſt-belov- 
Sin. 85 
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I. SIN is moſt hateful. It is the only Object of 
God's infinite Hatred. His Love is carried upon 
Variety of Objects. He loves, in the firſt Place, 
infinitely, his own ble, Self; his own Son, who 
is called the Son of his Love; his Angels; his Saints; 
his Servants ; his Creatures; all Things He made. 
Thou loveſt all Things that are, and abherref{ No- 
thing which Thou haft made. For never wouldſt Theu 

made any Thing, if Thou hadſt hated it. But 
He hates Nothing at all, properly, but SIN. The 
whole Infiniteneſs of all his Hatred is ſpent upon 
Sin alone; which makes it infinitely and extreme- 
ly hateful. Now, what a Thing is this, that an 
infinite, divine Hatred, like a mighty, undivided 
Torrent, ſhould, with all its united Forces, run 
head-long, and reſt upon every Sin ; be it but an 
 otheious Lis, fooliſh Talking, Jeſting, Revelling, a 
wanton Glance, a vain Thought, an idle Word, 
and fuch like lighter Sins in the World's Account; 
which to reprove in ſome Company, nay, almoſt 
every where, would be eſteemed, unſufferable Pre- 
ciſeneſs: So deſperately impudent are the Times, 
both in diſgracing of Sincerity, and daubing of 
Sin! And what a Wretch is every impenitent 
Sinner, who hath ſuch a World unpardoned 
Sins lying upon his Soul, and ſuch an immeaſur- 
able Weight of Hatred lying upon every ſeveral 
Sin! And what a Madman is he, who will wit- 
tingly, and willingly put his Hand to any Sin; 
which once committed, is inſeparably attended 
with the infinite Hatred of ſo great a Gon 


2. Ir is moſt foul: Even fouler than the foul- 
eſt Fiend in Hell, than the Devil himſelf. Let 
none ſtumble at this Truth : It appears unanſwer- 
ably thus : Sin made him a Devil, and ſunk him 
into Hell; and therefore, Sin is more rank than 
the Devil, and horrible than Hell itſelf. The i 
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that lightens all other Bodies, is much more light; 
the Fire which heats all other Things, is _ 
more hot : So that which defiles — 
much more fulſome. Sin alone iſh 
Miſery upon Satan, and made him fat; there- 
fore it is far fouler. If any could ſtrip bim of hie 
Sins, he would re- inveſt him with the Robes of all 
his Angelical Perfection; and reſtore him into 
Heighth of Favour again with the A4, High: For 
Gop hates the Devil for nothing elſe in the _ 
but for Sin. 


3. Ir is full of moſt fearful Effects. _ 


1. IT deprives every Impenitent. 1. Of the Fa- 
vour and Love of — the only Fountain of all 
Comfort, Peace and Happineſs; which is the moſt 
invaluable Loſs, that can be imagined. - 2. Of his 
2 in Chriſts ory of which, the' the Drops, 

hoes na be finite, and meaſurable, 
Perſon Dot ed it, hath ſtampt upon ity 
lach Excellency of Merit, that he had infinitel 
better have his Portion in that Well-Sprin "as Li ad-ar 
and Immortality, than enjoy the Riches, 
and Glory of t e whole Norld — a 3. 
Of the moſt bliſsful Prefence, and Communion of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and all thoſe divine Illuminations, 
and Glances of heavenly Light, wherewith that 
=_ Spirit is wont to viſit and refreſh the humbled 
earts of holy Men. 4. Of the fatherly Providence 
and ProteQion of the blefſed Trinity, the glorious 
Guard of Angels, the comfortable Communion 
with the People —- Po, and all the Safety, De- 
liverance nd. Delight, that flow thence. 5. Of the 
unknown Pleaſures of an appeaſed Conſcience, - to 
which all human Glory is but Duſt in the Balance. 
Not the moſt exquiſite Muſick, can convey ſo delici- 


ous a Touch, tothe outward Eax ofa ; as the 
Sound 
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Sound of a Certificate brought from the Throne 
of Mercy by the bleſſed Spirit, ſeal'd with Chris 
Blood, to the Ear of the Soul, even amidſt the moſt 
deſperate Conſuſions, in the evil Day; when Com- 
fort will be worth a World, and a good Conſcience, 


ten thouſand earthly Crowns. 6. Of all true Con- 


tentment in this Life; of all Chriſtian Right, and 
religious Intereſt to any of the Creatures. For ne- 
ver was any ſound Joy, or ſanctified Enjoyment of 
any Thing in the World, found in that Man's 
Heart, which gives Allowance to any Luft, or lies 
delightfully in any Sin. 7. Of an immortal Crown, 
the unſpeakable Sow of Heaven; that immeaſura- 
ble, and endleſs Comfort, which there ſhall be ful- 
ly and for ever enjoyed, with all the Children of 
ob, Patriarchs, — Apoſtles, Martyrs, 
Chriſtian Friends; yea, with the LoR D himſelf, 
and all his holy Angels, with Chriſt our Saviour, 
that Lamb ſlain for us, the Prince of Glory, the 
Glory of Heaven and Earth, the Brightneſs of the 
everlaſting Light. | 


2. Ir doth every Hour expoſe him to all thoſe 


'Evils, which a Man deſtitute of Grace may com- 


mit; and unprotected from above, endure. It 
brings all Plagues. I. /:ternal; Blindneſs of Mind, 
Hardneſs of Heart, Deadneſs of Affection, Seared- 
neſs of Conſcience, a reprobate Senſe, ſtrong De- 
luſions, the Spirit of Slumber, Slavery to Luſt, E- 
ſtrangedneſs from Gop, Bondage under the Devil, 
deſperate Thoughts, Horror of Heart, Confuſion 
of Spirit; and ſpiritual Miſchiefs in this Kind, are 
more dreadful, than either Tongue can tell, or 
Heart can think. 2. External. And 3. Eter- 
nal. | 
3. By its peſtilent . damning Poiſon, it turns 
Heaven into Hell, Angeis into Devils, 9 0 
N cat! . 
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Death, Light into Darkneſs, Hope into Deſpair, 
Love into Hate, Mercy into Cruelty, Li into 
Bondage, Health into Sickneſs, a Garden of Eden 
into a deſolate Wilderneſs, a fruitful Land into 
Barrenneſs, Peace into War, Order into Confu+ 
ſion, Bleſſings into Curſes; in a Word, all Kind 
of temporal, and eternal Bliſs, into all Kinds of 
Miſeries, and Woe. "Þ | 


4. Waar Heart, except it be all Adamant, but 


poſſeſſing itſelf with a ſenſible Apprehenſion of tho 


incomprehenſible Greatneſs, Excellency and Dread- 
fulneſs of the mighty Lok p of Heaven and Earth, 
would tremble to trangreſs any one Branch of his 
bleſſed Laws, or to fin againſt Him 2 but. 
in the leaſt ungodly Thought? For alas! Who art 
— that 3 thy — or whetteſt 
y prophane I ongue, or rebellious 
Courſe againſt ſuch a Majeſty ? Than 2 the vileſt 
Wretch that ever Gop made, next unto the De- 
vil, and his damn'd Angels; abaſe and unworthy - 
Worm of the Earth, not worthy to lick the D 
that lieth under his Feet; the Dream of a Shadow; 
the very Picture of Change, worſe than Vanity, 
leſs than Nothing. When thy Breath is gone, 
which may fall out many Times in a Moment, 
thou turneſt into Duſt, nay, Rottenneſs and Filth, 
much more loathſome than the Dung of the Earth; 
and all thy Thoughts periſh. But on the othet Side, 
if thou caſt thine Eyes ſeriouſly upon that th 
glorious Majeſty, the Eyes of whoſe Glory hob ſo 
provokeſt, thou mayeſt juſtly upon the piſſon of 
every Sin, cry out: G Heavens be d at this / 
Nay, thou mighteſt marvel, that the whole Frame 
of Heaven and Earth is not for one Sin, fearfully, 
and finally difſblved: For He againſt whom thou 
ſinneſt, 1nhabiteth Eternity, and unapproachable 
Light. The Heaven is his > 9 
WA: . t- 


ice * 


| = | 
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Foot/teal. He is the Everla/ting Gop, Mighty, and 
Terrible, the Creator of the Ends of the Earth. The 
infinite Splendour of his Glory and Majeſty, ſo 
dazzles the Eyes of the moſt glorious Seraphim, that 
they are glad to adore Him with covered Faces. 
The Devil, all the damn'd Spirits, and Fiends 
tremble at the Terror of his Countenance. All the 
Nations before Him, are but as the Drop of a Buck- 
et, but as the ſmall Duft of the Ballance. He ſitteth 
the Circle of the Earth, and the Inhabitants 
thereof are as Graſhoppers. At his Rebuke, the 
Pillars of Heaven fhake ; the Earth trembleth, and 
the r the Hills are moved. His Pre- 
ence melts the Mountains; his Voice tears the Rocks 
in Pieces, the Blaſt of the Breath of his Neſtriis di/- 
covers the Channels of Waters, and Foundations of 
the World. His Garments are Light, his Pavilion 
Darkneſs; his Way is in the Whirwind, and in the 
Storm; and the Clouds are the Duft of his Feet. 
The Lorp of Hoſts is his Name; whoſe Power 
and Puniſhments are fo inſatiably unreſiſtible, that 
He is Able, with one Word, to turn all the Cre: i = 
tures in the World into Hell; nay, even with the 
Breath of his Mouth, to turn Heaven and Hell, 


on a Not all the Men upon Earth, or 
Devils in Hell, can poſſibly kill the Soul of any 
Man. It muſt needs live, as long as Go Him- 
ſelf, and run parallel with the longeſt Line of E- 
ternity. Only Sin wounds mortally that-immortal 
Spirit, and briugs it into that curſed Caſe, c_ 


* arid Earth, and all Things into Nothing. How | 
dareſt thou then, ſo baſe and vile a Wretch, pro- 
voke ſo great a Gop? 2 | : 
F. Lew the Conſideration of the Immortality of 8 
that precious Soul, that lies in thy Boſom, curb thy ; 
Corruptiggs at the very firſt Sight of Sin, and make 7 
thee ſte gas tho' thou wert ready to tread up- 2 

cl 
E 
Pe 
tu 
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had infinitely better never have been, than be for 
ever. For by this Means, going on impenitently 
to that laſt Tribunal, it is ever in the Pangs of 
Death, and never dead; not able to die, nor en- 
dure the Pain; Pain exceeding not only, all Pati- 
ence, but all Reſiſtance: No Strength to ſuſtain 
nor Ability to bear, that which, whilſt Gon is 
Gop, for ever muſt be borne. What a prodigious 
Cruelty is it then for a Man, by liſtning to the Sy- 
ren- Songs of this falſe World, or the Devil's deſpe- 
rate Counſel, to embrew his Hands in the Blood of 
his own everlaſting Soul, and to make it die eternal- 
ly ? For ſome fleeting Vanity, to bring upon it inthe 
other World, Torments without End, and beyond 
all Compaſs of Conceit? And his Madneſs is the 
more, becauſe (beſides its Immortality) his Soul is 
incomparably more worth, than the whole World. 
The very ſenſitive Soul of a little Fly, faith Auftm 
truly, is more excellent than the Sun: How ought _ 
we then to prize, and preſerve from Sin, our rea- 
ſonable Souls, which make us in that Reſpecty 
like unto the Angels of Gop ? | 


6. Tux Ineſtimableneſs of the Price that was 
paid for the Expiation of it, doth clearly manifeſt 
the execrable Miſery of Sin. I mean, the Heart's 
Blood of JesUs CHRIST, bleſſed for ever; which 
was of ſuch Preciouſneſs and Power, that being let 
out by a Spear, it amazed the whole Frame of Na- 
ture, darkened the Sun, ſhook the Earth, opened 
the Graves, clave the Stones, rent the Mail of the 
Temple from the Bottom to the Top. Mw, it 
was this alone, and nothing but this caulpoſlibly- 
cleanſe the Filth of Sin. Had all the Duſt of the 
Earth been turned into Silver, and the Stones into 
Pearls; would the whole World, and all the Crea- 
tures in Heaven and Earth have offered themſelves 
to be annihilated before his angry Face: * 

: ; © 
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proſtrated themſelves at the Foot 


coming towards thee, as He lay 


the bleſſed Angels 
of their Creator; yet, in the Point of Redemption 
of Mankind, and Purgation of Sin, not any, nor 
all of theſe, could have done any Good at all. Nay, 
if the Son. of Gop Himſelf, which lay in his Bo- 
fom, ſhould have ſupplicated and ſollicited, (I mean 
without Suftering and Shedding his Blood) the Fa- 
ther of all Mercies, He could not have been heard 
in this Caſe. Either the Son of Gop mult die, or 
all Mankind be eternally damned. 


7. Wag thou art ſtepping over the Thref- 


hold towards any vile Act, or to do the Devil Ser- 


vice, in any Kind; ſuppoſe thou ſeeſt — Chrift 
e Arms of 
Joe h of Arimathea, new! — on from the 
gs, wounded, wan and Pale; his Body all Gore- 
Blood; the Beauty of his bleſſed ms heavenly 
Face darkened and disfigur'd by the Stroke of 
Death, ſpeaking thus unto thee :- Oh! go not 
& forward upon Terms; commit not this Sin 
« by any * 7 Je was This and the Like, that 
« —5 * down out of the Arms of my Father, 
from the Fulneſs of Joy, and Fountain of Bliſs, 
« to put on this corruptible, and miſerable Fleſh ; 
* to hunger and thirſt; to watch and pray; to 
6 n and ſigh; to offer up ſtrong Cries and 
Tears to the Father, in the Days of my Fleſh: 
To drink the Dregs of the bitter Cup of his fierce 


„ Wrath; to wreſtle with all the Infernal Powers; 


«< to lay down my Life in the Gates of Hell, with 


e intolerable Pain; and thus now to lie in the 


« Arms of this mortal Man, all torn and rent in 
« Pieces, as thou ſeeſt.“ What an Heart haſt 


thou, that dareſt go on, againſt this dear Intreaty 


of Fefus Chrift ? 


Tavs 


— x . - 
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Tuus I have tendred many Reaſons to reſtrairr 
from Sin; which, by the Help of Gop, may ſerve 
to take off the Edge of the moſt eager Temptation 
to imbitter the ſweeteſt Bait, that draws to any 
ſenſual Delight. Now, my earneſt Intreaty is, that 
every one into whoſe Hands, by God's Providence, 
this Book ſhall fall, after the Peruſal of them, would 
pauſe awhile, on Purpoſe, that he may more ſo- 
lemnly vow, That ever hereafter, when he ſhall be 
aſſaulted by Allurement to any Sin, he will firſt 
have Recourſe unto theſe Confiderations ; and let 
them ſink into his Heart, before he proceed and 
pollute himſelf. I could be content, if it were 
pleaſing unto Gop, that theſe Lines which thow 
now readeſt, were writ with the warmeſt Blood in 
mine Heart, to repreſent unto thine Eye, the dear 
Affection of my Soul, for thy Spiritual and eternal 
Good; ſo that thou wouldeſt be throughly per- 
ſuaded, and now, before thou paſs any further, ſin- 
cerely promiſe ſo to do. | | 


LEARN hence, 2. that high and heavenly Art, 


of comforting Afiifted Conſciences : which, were it 
well known, and practiſed, what a World of Tor- 


ture in troubled Minds would it prevent? So ma- 


ny Thouſands of poor, deluded Souls, ſhould not 
periſh, by the damning Flatteries, and cruel Mer- 
cics of unſkilful Dawbers. | 


In this _—_ of mine, on this important Sub- 


ject, I firſt deſire to diſcover and rectify ſome or- 
dinary Errors about Spiritual Cures. Which fall 
out, when the Phyſician of the Soul, | | 


I. Applies unſeaſonably the Cordials of the Goſ-. 


pel. Were it not abſurd in Surgery, to pour a moſt 
ſovereign Balſam upon a ſound Part? It is far more 
ſenſel to proffer the Blood of Chrift, and Pro- 

Vox. VIII. 5 miſes 


+ 9 
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* Arſi Chapter, from the Mouth of Gop, doth, in 
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miſes of Life to an unwounded Conſcience. It is 
the only right Method (and all the Men of Goy 
and Maſter-Builders, who have ever ſet themſelves 


fincerely to ſerve Gop in their Miniſtry, have fol- 


lowed the fame Courſe) Firſt, to wound by the 
Law, and then to heal by the Goſpel. We mult be 


humbled in the Sight of the Lok p, before He lift us 
We alle of our's 


1, Jam. iv. 10. e muſt be ſenſible of our Spi- 
ritual Blindneſs, Captivity, and Poverty, before we 
can heartily ſeek to be ſavingly enlighten'd, enlarg- 
ed from the Devil's Slavery, and enriched with 
Grace. There muſt be Senſe of Miſery, before 
Shewing of Mercy: Crying, I am unclean, I am 
unclean, before Opening the Fountain for Unclean- 
neſs; Stinging before Curing by the Braſen Serpent; 
Smart for Sin, before a Plaiſter of Chrif?'s Blood; 
Brokenneſs of Heart, before Binding up. Goo 
Himſelf opened the Eyes of our firſt Parents, to 
make them ſee their Yin and Miſery, Nakedneſs 
and Shame, Ger. iii. 7, before He promiſed Chrift. 
Ver. 15. Chrift Jeſus tells us, that He was anoint- 
ed by the LoRD, t preach God Tidings. But, to 
whom? To the Poor; to the broten-hearted, Iſa. 
Ixi. I. Luk. iv. 18. That the whole need not a Phy- 
fecian, but they that are fick; And He came not 16 
call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, Matth. 
Ix. 12, 13- (that is, poor Souls, Sinners in their 
own Apprehenſion, and not ſelf-conceited Phari- 


fees.) That He will give Re; but to whom? To 


thoſe that labour and are heavy laden, Matt. xi. 28. 
That the S/ irit which He would ſend, ſhould con- 
vince the IVarld; firſt, of Sin, and then, of Righte- 
ovſnefs. | 

Ix is ordinary with the Prophets, Firſt, to diſ- 


cover the Sins of the People, and to denounce Judg- 
ments; and then to promiſe Chrift. Iſaiab, in his 


the 
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the firſt Place, behave himſelf like a Son of Thun- 
der, preſſing upon the Conſciences of thoſe to whom 
he was ſent, many heinous Sins, horrible Ingrati- 
tude, fearful Falling away, Formality in God's 
Worſhip, Cruelty, and the like: Afterward, ver. 
16, 17. he invites to Repentance : And then fol- 
lows, ver. 18. Come| new and let us reaſen together, 
ſaith the Lok n: Though your Sim be as Scarlet, they 
/hall be as white as Snow ; though they be red lite 
Crimſon, they ſhall le as Wael. Nathan to recover 
even a regenerate Man, convinceth him firſt ſound- 
ly of his Sin, with much Aggravation and Terror; 
and then, upon Remorſe, aſſures him of Pardon, 
2 Sam. xii. 13. | | 


Cons1DER further for this Purpoſe, 1. the Ser- 
mons of our bleſſed Saviour Himſelf; who * as 
one bat ing Authority, and not as the Scribes: With 
what Power, and Piercing, did our Lord and 
_—_— labour to open the Eyes, ſearch the Hearts, 
and wound the Conſciences of his Hearers, to ſi 
them for the Goſpel? 2. Of Peter, Als ii, h 
being now freſhly inſpired, and illuminated from 
Above, bends. himſelf to break the Hearts of his 
Hearers. Amongſt other piercing Paſſages of his 
ſearching Sermon, he tells them to their Faces, 
That they had crucified and flain that Juſt and Ho- 
ly One, the Loxp of Life, Feſus of Nazareth, ver. 
23. And again, at the Cloſe, ver. 36. leaves the 
ſame bloody Sting in their Conſciences; which 
reſtleſsly wrought and boil'd within them, until it 
begot a great deal of Compunction, Terror, and 
Tearing of their Hearts with extreme Amazement 
and Anguiſh. Noto, toben they heard this, they 
were pricted to the Heart, ver. 37. Whereupon 
they came crying unto Peter, and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we da? And 
ſo being ſeaſonably led, by the Counſel of the A= 

| SHO poſtles, 
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poſtles, to believe on the Name of Feſus Chriſt ; to 
lay hold upon the Promi/e, to repent evangelically, 
they had the Remiſſian of Sins ſealed unto them by 
Baptiſm, and were happily received into the Num- 
ber of the Saints of Gop. 3. Of Paul, who, tho 
he ſtood as a Priſoner at the Bar, and might, per- 
haps, by a general, plauſible Diſcourſe, without 
Piercing or Particularizing, have inſinuated into 
the Aﬀections, and won the Favours of his Hearers, 
who were to be his Judges; yet, for all this, 
preaches a right ſearching, terrifying Sermon, of 
Righteouſneſs, Temt erance, and Judgment to come, 
Acts xxiv. 24, 25. He ſhrewdly galls the Con- 
ſcience of that great Man, Felix, by oppoſing Right- 
e2:;ſneſs to his bribing Cruelties; Temperance to his 
adulterous Impurities ; the Dreadfulneſs of Fudg- 
ment to come, to his lawleſs Outrages and 
Security. 


OrxTHopox Antiquity was of the fame Mind, 
and for the ſame Method. So St. uin: The Con- 
ſcience is nat to be healed, if it be not wounded. Thou 
preacheſt and profeſſeſt the Law, Communations, the 
Judgment to come, and that with much Earngſincſi 
and Importunity : He which hears, if he be not terri- 
fied, if he be nat troubled, is not to be comforted. An- 
other hears, is flirred, is ſtung, takes on extremely : 
Cure his Contritions, becauſe be is caft down and con- 


. Founded. 


AFTER that Fohn Baptiſt, ſays Chryſeſtam, had 
throughly frighten'd his Hearers, with the Terror of 
Judgment, and Expettation of Torment; when he had 
thus tamed their Stubbornneſs, and from Fear of a 
many Evils, flirr'd them up to a Defire of Deliver- 
ance ; then, at length, he makes Mention of Chriſt. 


God 
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Go pours not the Oil of his Mercy, any 1 5 
nard, ſave into a broken Feſſel. | 


So alſo are all our modern Divines, who are in- 
firucted unto the Kingdom of Heaven. Chriſt is prox 
miſed to them alone, ſaith Calvin, who are humbled, 
and confounded with the Senſe of their Sins. | 


THEN is Chriſt ſcaſenally revealed, ſaith 21 . 
culus, when the Hearts of Men being ſoundly prerced 


by preaching Repentance, are poeſſ;t with a Deſire of 
his gracious Righteouſneſs. 


Tur ay to Faith, faith Beza, is Penitence, 
Legal Compu — ; becauſe GE enforceth Met 
to fly unto the Phyſician. 


Mew are ever to be prepared for the oe but th 
preaching of the Law. 


A Senmon of the Law, ſaid Tilenus, mu 225 
before the Doctrine of the Goſpel, that the Oil. 7 
lercy may be poured into a contrite Veſſel. 


In our Exhortations to follny Chriſt, faith Nella, 
the Minds e LL Men are ever. to be prefared with a 
Senſ» of Miſery; and afterward with a "A 4 
Enlargement. 


IT ts the Care of thoſe Miniſters, which divide 
Go“ Word aright, ſay our great Divines of Great 
Britain, fir/t fitly and wiſely to wound the Conſcien- 
ces of their Hearers with the Terrors of the Law, 
and after, ta raiſe them by the Eremes of the Goſpe!. 


Tas Spirit firſt terrifies theſe who are to be juſti- 
fred, with the 2 ; breaking "and humbling them 


with Leue, — and Laſhes of Conſcience, that 
N 3 therei y 


r 
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e of themſelves, they may fly unto 


Ci 


Tun Doctrine of the Law, (faith Davenant) 
's to be propounded to the ous and Impenitent, 
— to ftrike Terror into their Hearts, and to demon- 
rate their juft Damnation, except they repent, and 
Ay to Jeſus Chat. 


Tux — warranted unto us by the Scriptures, 
(faith. Micron) is this: Firſt, To endeavour the ſof- 
tening of our Hearers Hearts, by bringing them to 
the Sight and Senſe of their own I, retchedneſs, before 
ewe adventure to apply the Riches of Gon's Mercy in 
Chriſt . The Te! Preaching of the Goſpel is com- 
fared, by our Saviour Himſe „ unto the ſerving of 
Seed: 4; therefore the Ground is firft torn up with 
the Plough, before the Seed be committed unto it : So 
the fallow Ground of our Hearts muſt be broken up 
with the Sharpneſs of the Law, and the Terror of 
the LokD, before we can be fit to entertain the ſweet 
Seed of the Goſpel. I would have a Preacher to 
preach Peace, and to aim at nothing more, than the 
Comfort of the Souls of Go p' Pes ple: Yet I would 
have him frame his Courſe to the Manner of God's 
appearing to Elijah. The Text ſaith, t firſt a 
mighty flrong Wind rent the Mountains, and brake 
the Recks: Then, after that came an Earthquake; 
and after the Earthqu ake came Fire: And after all 
theſe, then came a Fil, and 2 Voice. After the 
fame Manner, I would not full 2 mild 
Voice of the Goſpel come, till the nos Kone of 
the Law hath rent the ſtony Hearts of Men, and have 
made their Bellies to tremble, and — to enter 
into their Bones. Or at left, becauſe our Auditories 
are mix d, confifting of Men, of divers Humour, it 
Hall be good for him to deliver his Doctrine with that 
Caution, that neither the humbled Souls. might le af- 


frighted 
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frighted with the Severity of God's 
the Prophane and Unrepentant grow 71 bets 
the Abundance of God's Mercy. 


il, deſpiſeth the Honey-Comb, „( Gaith The Pro ): pay 
a le proud Phariſee, or a churliſb Nabal, or 
a politick Gallio, or a ſcoffing Iſhmael, care to hear 
of the Breadth and Lengt 5 and D h and Heighth of 
the Love of Go in his Son Jeſus? Except it be to 
. — of that 
Nature is as unfitting ſuch uncircumciſed Ears, as 
the Snow the Summer, and the Rain the Harveſt. 
Unto the Horſe belongs a Whip, to the Aſs a Bri- 
dle, and a Rod to the Fool's Back. — He that intend- 
eth to do any Good in this frozen Generation, had 
need rather to be Boan one of the Sons of Thuns , 
der, than Bar- Jonah, the Son of a Dove. 


Taz Word of Gop, (faith Forbes) bath three 
Degrees of Operation in the Hearts of Men. Far, 
firjt it falleth to Men's Ears as the Sound of many 
Waters, a mighty great and confuſed Sound, and 
which commonly bringeth neither T error nor Joy, but 
yet a Wondering, and Acknowledgement of a ftrange 
Force. This is that Effect which many felt, hearing 
Chriſt, when they were aſtoniſhed at his Doctrine, 
as Teaching with an Authority. What Manner 
of Doctrine is this? Never Man ſpoke like this 
Man. The next Effe# is, the Voice of Thunder: 
Which bringing not only I onder, but Fear alſo: Not 
only filleth the Ears with Sound; but moreover al- 
eth and terrifieth the Conſcience. The third Effet 
in, the Sound of Harping, while the Word not only 
raviſheth with Admiration, and ftriketh the Conſcience 
with Terror; but alſo, laftly, filleth it with ſweet 
Peace and Joy. Non, albeit the firſt two Degrees 
may be without the laſt; yet none feel the laſt whe 
bave not in ſome Degree, "Fol the fat two. 


Gop 
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God healeth none, (ſaith Gouge) but ſuch as are 
firft wounded. The Whole no \ 

but they that are ſick. Chr:i/? was ancinted to preach 
the Goſpel to the Poor to heal the Broken-hearted, 


But it may be objected, many have believed, who 


never grieved for their Miſery, as Lydia. I anſwer: 
Ihe can tell, that theſe grieved not? It follaweth 
not that they had no Grief, becauſe none is recorded. 
Al particular Actions and Circumſtances of Ations 


are not recorded. It is enough that the Grief of ſeme, 


as of the Jews, FA the Failer, of the Woman that 
waſhed Chriſt's Feet with her Tears, and of «thers, 
it recorded. Lydia might be prepared before ſhe heard 
Paul. For ſhe accompanied them which went out to 


pray, and ſbe worſhipted GoD: Or elſe her Heart 


might be then touched, when ſbe heard Paul preach. 
The like may be cid A thoſe which heard Peter, when 
be preach'd to Cornelius; And of others. Certain it 
is, that à Man muff both ſee and feel his Wretched- 
neſs, and be wounded in Soul for it, before Faith can 


be wrought in Him. Yet, I deny it not, but there 


may be great Difference in the Manner and Meaſure 
of Grieving. 


Tre Heart it prepared for Faith (ſaith another) 
and not by Faith. Fuflification, being the Il ert of 
Gon, ts perfect in itſelf: But aur Hearts are not 
fit to apply it, until Gob have humbled us, brought 
us to deſpair in ourſelves. —The whole Preparation 
being legal, wrought by the $'irit of Bondage, to 
bring us to the Spirit of Ado|tion, leaves us in De- 
ſpair of all Help, either of ourſelves, or the whole 
I/arld; that fo being in this woful Pligbt we might 
now ſubmit our ſelves to Gon, who infuſing a. lively 
Faith into our Hearts, gives us his Son and our J- 
tfication with Him. "WS 


"THE 


not a Phyſician, 
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THE Law, ſaith Thregmorton, finſt breaks us, and 
hills us with the Sight and Guilt of Sin, before Chriſt 
cures us, and binds us up. The Holy Ghoſt worketh 
by three Atts : 


1. Frxsr, it puts an Efficacy into the Law, and 
makes that powerful to work on the Heart ; to make 
a Man poor in Spirit ; ſo that he may be fit to recerve 
the Goſpel.---The Spirit of Bondage mi make the 
pan ; as the Spirit of Adeption doth the 

oſpel. 


e Second Wark is, to reveal Chriſt Re ny 
the Heart is prepared by the Spirit in the ork; 
then, in the ry ö ca be 2 the —— 
Riches of Chriſt, what is the Hope of hrs Calling. 
and the glorious Inheritance prepared for the Saints; 
what is the exceeding Greatneſs of bis Power in them 
CO 1 jay, we need the Spirit to fbew theſe 
Ag.. TH 


3. Taz Third Ad of the Spirit is, The Teftt 
which He gives to our Spirit, in telling us that the 
Things are ours. WW hen the Heart is prepared by the 
Law; and when theſe Things are ſo 2 unto us, 
that we prize them, and long ofter them, yet there 
muſt be a third Thing: To take them to ourſelves, to 
believe they are ours: And there needs a Work of the 
Spirit for this. For tho' the Promiſes be never ſo 
clear, yet having nothing but the Promiſes, you A] 
never be able to apply them to your ſebves. . But when 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhall ſay, Chriſt is thine, All theſe 
Things belong to thee, and GOD is thy Father; when 
that ſhall witneſs to our Spirit ty a Work of his own, 
- then ſhall we believe. 5.14 


By this Time it moſt clear! appears, what a 
foul and fearful Fault is is, for Men, either in the 
= | manag- 
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managing their publick Miniſtry, or more private 
Paſſages, of Conference, Viſitations of the Sick, 
Conſultations about a good Eſtate to Godward, 
and other Occaſions of like Nature; to apply Je- 
vs Chriſt and the Promiſes to Souls, as yet, not 
ſoundly afflicted with a Sight of Sin, and Senſe of 
Gop's Wrath; to Conſciences never truly wound- 
ed and awaked. I inſiſted the longer upon this 
Point, becauſe I know it full well, to be a moſt 
univerſal, and prevailing Policy of the Devil, 
whereby he keeps many Thouſands in his curſed 
Slavery. To confirm as many Paſtors as he can 
poſſibly, willing enough to drive their Flocks be- 
fore them to Damnation, in an ignorant, or aftec- 
ted Prejudice, and Forbearance, of that ſaving 
Method of bringing Souls out of Hell; and to 
nouriſh alſo in the ” Hon of natural Men, a ſtrong 
and ſturdy Diſconceit, Oppoſition and raging, a- 
gainſt downright Dealing, and thoſe Men of Gop 
able as they ſay, by their terrible Teaching to 
drive their Hearers to Diſtraction) who take the 
only right Courſe to bring them to 145 Chrift as 
He Himſelf invites them, to wit, Labouring, and 
beavy laden with their Sins. 


Dawsers then, who ſerve Satan in this Kind, 
are a Generation of dangerous Men: Excellent in 
an accurſed Art of conducting poor blinded Souls 
merrily towards everlaſting Mifer and ſetting 
them down in the very Midſt of Hell, before they 
are ſenſible of any Danger. 


To remedy this, mine Advice is; that all thoſe 
who deal with others about their ſpiritual] States, 
and undertake to direct in that high and weighty 
Affair of Mens Salvation, either publickly or pri- 
vately; would follow that Courſe taken by Go» 
Himſelf, his Prophets, his Son, the Apoſtles, * 
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all thoſe Men of God in all Ages, who have ſet 
themſelves, with Sincerity and all good Conſcience, 
to ſeek Gop's Glory in the Salvation of Mens 
Souls: To wit, That they labour in the firſt Place, 
by the Application of the Law, to convince and 
terrify thoſe that they have to do with, with a ſen- 
ſible, particular Apprehenſion of their Wretched- 
neſs, and miſerable State, by Reaſon of their Sin- 
ſulneſs: To break their Hearts, bruiſe their Spirits, 
humble their Souls, wound and awake their Con- 
ſciences; to bring them by all Means to that legal 
Aſtoniſhment, Trouble of Mind, and melting 
Temper, which the Miniſtry of Paul and Peter 
wrought upon the Hearts of their Hearers; that 
they may come to thoſe Men of Gop who faſten'd 
thoſe Arrows ot Compunction in the Sides of their 
Conſciences, crying from the Heart: Men and 
Brethren, what ſhall we do? Sirs, what muſt we' do 
to be ſaved? As if they ſhould have faid: Alas! we 
ſee now, we have been in Hell all this While; and 

if we had gone on a little longer, we had moſt cer- 


tainly lain forever in the fiery Lake. The Devil 


and our own Luſts were carrying us Headlong to- 
wards endleſs Perdition. Who would have thought 
we had been ſuch abominable Beaſts, and abhorred 
Creatures as your Miniſtry hath made us. Now help 
us out of this Gulf, or we are loſt everlaſtingly. 
We will with our Hearts, pluck ant our right” 
Eyes, cut off our right Hands; part with our belov- 
ed Luſts, and deareſt ſinful Pleaſures; abominate, 
and abandon them all forever, from the Heart to 
the Pit of Hell. If we can be rid of the DeviFs 
Fetters, with which we have been fo long bound, 
Chri/'s Yoke ſhall be welcome. In a Word, we 
will ell all, even our Sins, ſo that we may enjoy 
our bleſſed Joſus, whom, you have told us, and 


we now believe, God hath made both Lon D and 
CuRIST, | 
| Wurn 
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WHEN we find the Hearts of our Hearers, and 

ſpiritual Patients thus prepared, both in legal De- 
ions and Terrors from the Spirit of Bondage; 

and alſo poſſeſſed with ſuch melting and eager Af- 
fetions, wrought by the Light of the Goipel, and 
Offer of Chri/t: When their Souls once begin to 
feel all Sins, even their beſt beloved One, 
and burthenſom; to prize 2 Chriſt far before 

all the World, to thirſt for Him infinitely more, 
than for any earthly Thing; to reſolve to take Him 
as their Huſband, and to obey Him as their Lozp 
forever: Then we may miniſter Comfort. Then, 
upon good Ground, we may go about our Maſter's 
Command. JU/a. xl. 10. Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
Pecple; — Speak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, and cry 
wnto her, that her War is accompliſhed, that her Ini- 
guity 15 ware We may tell them, with what 
Compaſſion, Gop Himſelf labours to refreſh them. 
{/a. lv. 11. Oh, thou afflifted, and toſſed with Tem- 
peft, thou haft no Comfort; behold, I will lay thy 
Stones with fair Colours, and lay thy Foundations 
with Sapphires. We may aſſure them in the Word 
of Life and Truth, that efus Chrift is theirs, and 
they are his; and com as it were, by an 
holy Violence, to take his Perlon, his Merit, his 
Blood, all his ſpiritual Riches, Privileges, Excel- 
lencies: And with Him Poſſeſſion of all Things, 
even of the moſt glorious Deity itſelf, bleſſed for- 
ever. 


Bur untill a Senſe of ſpiritual Miſery and Po- 
verty raiſe an Hunger and Thirſt after Jeſus Chri/t; 
before ſuch Affections, as have been ſpoken of, be 
wrought in the Hearts of Men, by pie ling the 
Law, and that in Sincerity; (for the and 
Meaſure, we leave it to Gon, in ſome they may 
be ſtronger, in ſome weaker) the preaching or pro- 
miſing of Mercy, as ready belonging unto m_ 
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let them take | 
prove very available to begin this legal Work ; 
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is more unſeaſonable than Honour for a Fool, It is 
the very Sealing them up with the Spirit of Delu- 
ſion, that they may never ſo much as think of tak- 
ing the right Courſe to be converted. What ſot- 
tiſh and ſacrilegious Audaciouſneſs then is it in 
any Dawhber to thruſt his prophane Hand into the 
Treaſury of Gop's Mercy, and there, Hand over 
Head, without any Allowance from his Higheſt 
LoRD, to ſcatter his deareſt Pearls amongſtSwine? 

 YeT we muſt by no Means conceive of the 
forenamed preparative Humiliations by the Law, 
as of any meritorious Qualifications to draw on 
Chrift (for He is given moſt freely) but as of 
needful Prediſpoſitions, to drive us unto Chrift. 
For a Man muſt feel himſelf in Miſery, before he 
will go about to find a Remedy; be ſick, before he 
will ſeek the Phyſicianz be in Priſon, before he 
will ſue for a Pardon; be Wounded before he will 
prize a Plaiſter. A Sinner muſt be weary of his 
former Ways, and tired with his legal Terror, be- 
fore he will have Recourſe to Feſus Chrift for Re- 
freſhing, and lay down his bleeding Soul in his 
bleſſed Boſom. He muſt be ſenſible of his ſpiritual _ 
Poverty, Beggary, and Slavery under the Devil, 
before he thirſt kindly for heavenly Righteouſneſs, 
and willingly take up Chriſt's ſweet and eaſy Toke. 
He muſt be caſt down, confounded, condemned, 
and loſt in himſelf, before he will look about for a 
Saviour. He muſt cry heartily; I am tnclean, I 
am unclean; before he will long, and labour to 
waſh in that Fountain, opened for Sin, and for Un- 
cleanneſs. He muſt ſell all, before he will be will- 
ing and eager to buy the Treaſure hid in the Field. 


Is * — Law, beſides other Directions, 
otice of this Particular, which may 


Preſſing upon Mens Conſciences with a zealous, "diſs 
OL. VIII. O eres 
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creet Powerſulneſs, their ſpecial, principal, freſh- 
bleeding Sins, is a notable Means to break their 
Hearts, and bring them to Remorſe. That moſt 
heinous Sin of Killing 7% Chrift, in which they 
had newly imbrued their Hands, preſſed upon the 
Conſciences of Peter's Hearers, breaks their Hearts 
in Pieces, As ii. 23, 36, 37- So Adultery, ſe- 
cretly intimated by Chri/s Words, unto the 
Woman of Samaria, Foh. iv. 18. ſeems to have 
ſtruck her to the Heart, Fer. 19. So the Fews 
having Idolatry preſſed upon their Conſciences by 
Samuel, 1 Sam. vii. 6. ſtrange Wives by Ezra, 
Chap. x. g. were mightily moved. 


A Max's principal Sin, is Satan's ſtrong Hold. 
When he is in Danger to be diſlodged, and driven 
by the Power of the Word out of the other Paris 
of the Soul, and from Poſſeſſion of a Man by all 
other Sins, he retires hither, as to his Caſtle. And 
therefore if this be battered about his Ears, he will 
be quickly enforced to quit the Place. It may be 
good Counſel then, to fay unto thoſe Men of 
op, who deſire to drive the Devil out of Others, 

in ſome Sort, as the King of Syria ſaid to his Cap- 
tains, Fight neither with Small ner Great, fave only 
with the King of Iſracl. My Meaning is; Let them 
addreſs the ſharpeſt Edge of their ſpiritual Sword, 
pet as well with an holy Diſcretion, as with reſo- 

ute, downright Dealing againſt thoſe Sins, which 
bear greateſt Sway in them, they have to deal with: 
Be it their Covetouſneſs, Ambition, Luſt, Drunk- 
enneſs, Lukewarmneſs, or what other Sin ſoever. 
No Sin muſt be ſpared, but let the reigning Sin be 
paid home eſpecially. | 


AFTER this, is the Time for opening the moſt 
rich Mines of all thoſe ſweeteſt Mercies, folded up 
within the Bowels of Gop's deareſt Compaſſions, 


and 
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and of the Myſtery of his Love through the Sen e 


his Love; to allure thoſe that are without, to co 
in, and to ſtir up our Hearers, to bring broken 
Hearts, bruiſed Spirits, bleeding Souls unto the 
Throne of Grace. The moſt deſperate Rebels 
heretofore, upon true Remorſe for their former 
Sins, reſolving fincerely to ſtand on Gop's Side 
forever hereafter, may ſafely thus reaſon within 
themſelves © Alas! we have > on very villainouſly; 
we have ſerved Satan a long Time; we walk up 
and down as condemned Men, ripe for Deſtruc- 
tion long ago; Hell itſelf even groans for us; and 
yet we will try; we will go and throw down our- 
ſelves before the Throne of Grace in Duſt and 
Aſhes, and cry as the Publican did unto the great 
Cop of Heaven: For He is a merciſul Gop, gra- 
cious, long - ſuffering, abundant in Goodneſs, and 
Truth, keeping Mercy for T houſands, forgiving Ini- 
quity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin.” And then, not only 
peradventure; but moſt certainly, they ſhall be re- 
* to Mercy, and He will ſave the Liſe of their 
ls. k 


Ax p I will only add, That after a plentiful 
Magnifying the Mercy of Go, by its Infiniteneſfs, 
Freeneſs, and incomparable Excellency, on pur- 
poſe to aſſure the greateſt Sinners of moſt certain 
Pardon, if they will preſently turn from Satan to 
the Living Gop: We muſt take Heed, as much 
as in us ſis, that no impenitent Wretch, none 
that goes on in his Treſpoſſes or lies willingly in any 
one Sin, receive any Comfort by any ſuch Dit- 


courſe; but only thence conceive, that if he pre- 
ſently lay down his Arms, and come- in with a 
truly penitent humbled Soul, there is no Number 
or Notoriouſneſs of Sins, that can hinder his. graci- 
ous Entertainment at Gop's Mercy-Seat. | 


O 2 Is 
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IN propoling of Chriſt, Let the Man of Gon 


ſet out, as much as he can poſſibly, the Excellency 
of his Perſon, the Preciouſneſs of his Blood, the 
Riches of his heavenly Purchaſes, the gracious 
Sweetneſs of his Invitations, the Generality, and 
Freeneſs of his Offers, the glorious Privileges He 
brings with Him; Reconciliation to Gop, Juſti- 
fication, Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, Sanctification, 
Redemption, Poſſeſſion of all Things; For all 
Things are yours; Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce- 
phas; or the IVorld, or Life, or Death; or Things 
preſent, or Things to come; all are yours, and ye are 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 
Let him tell his Hearers, that the Blood of Chriſt, 
is called the Blond of Gop, Acts xx. 28. and there- 
fore of infinite Merit and unvaluable Price. It 
ſprang out of his human Nature; but the Perſon 
that Bed it, being the Son of Gop, did ſet upon 
it ſuch an Excellency of Virtue, and Value, that 
the Infiniteneſs of its Merit, and Ineſtimableneſs 
of its Worth, laſts everlaſtingly. It will be as freſh 
and effectual, to waſh away the Sins of the laft 
Man that ſhall be called upon Earth, as it was thoſe 
of the penitent Thief, who ſaw it with his bodily 
Eyes, guſhing out of his bleſſed Side upon the 
Croſs; or the firſt Man who ſavingly apprehended 
that Promiſe: The Seed of the Woman fhall bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head. Let him afſure them it is fo 
ſovereign; that in a truly-broken, humbled, and 
thirſty Soul, it turneth the moſt Scarlet, and Crim- 
ſon Sins into Snow: That upon Compunction, it 
waſhed away that horrible, and bloody Guilt, from 
the Souls of them that ſpilt it, As ii. Let them 
know alſo, in how high a Degree, and heinouſly 
they offend from Time to Time, who refuſe to 
take Jeſus Chrift offered moſt freely, and without 
Exception of any Perſon, every Sabbath, every 


Sermon. Oh! little do People think, who fit pn: 
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der our Miniſtry, unwrought upon by the Word, 
what a grievous and fearful Sin they commit, and 
carry home from the Houſe of Gop, Day after” 
Days in neglecting fo great Salvation, in forſaking 
ther» own Mercy, and in judging themſelves unwor- 
thy of everlaſting Life; I mean, by chuſing, upon 
a free Offer of his Soul-ſaving Blood, to cleave ra- 
ther to Sin, (horrible Indignity ! than to eſs 
Chriſt, bleſſed forever. 


Tuts not Believing, this Refuſing Chrif, this 
not Taking Him, in the Manner, and Senſe, as I 
have ſaid, is a moſt tranſcendent Sin, the greateſt 
Sin, the Sin of Sins. It is indeed the main, and 
Maſter Sin: This remaining, the Guilt 7 all other 
Sins abides upon the Soul; this removed, all other 
Sins are remitted. 


Now what can you ſay for yourſelves, that your 
ſtand out? Why come you not in? If the Devil 
would give you Leave to ſpeak out: One would 
ay; I had rather be damn'd, than leave my Drun- 
kenneſs: Another, I love the World better than 
Jeſus Chriſt: A Third, I wilk not part with my 
gainful Trade of Uſury, for the Treaſure hid in the 
Field; and fo on. So that upon the Matter, you 
muſt needs all confeſs, that you judge yourſebves un- 
worthy of everlaſting Life; that you commit ſuch 
a Wickedneſs, that all the Creatures in Heaven 
and Earth, cry Shame-upon you for it. Nay, and 
if you go on without Repentance, you may expect 
mat the helliſh Gnawing of Conſcience for this 
one Sin of Refuſing Chri/t, may perhaps hold Scale 
with the united Horrors of all the Reſt. 


Wrar is the Matter I marve}, that you wilt 
not entertain the Match? If we ſtand upon Honour, 
and noble Family; he that makes Love, and Suit 
* . 0 3 unto 
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unto our Souls, hath on his Veſture, and on his 
Thigh, a Name written, King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords. If upon Beauty: Hear how he is de- 
ſcribed, Cant. v. 10. My Beloved is white and ruddy, 
the Chiefe/t of Ten Thouſand. His Countenance is 
as Lebanon, excellent as the Cedars: He is altoge- 
ther lovely. The Spirit of Gop by theſe outward 
Beauties, labours, in ſome Meaſure, to ſhadow 
out the incomparable Excellency of inward Graces; 
the Dignity, the Glory, the ſpiritual Fairneſs of 
eſus Gorift that we may know, that he is whol- 
and alt lovely. If upon Eaſe, and Con- 
tentment, he can lead us to Fulneſs of Foy, and 
Pleaſures at GoD's Right Hand for evermore. 
we defire honourable Alliance; He will bring us 
to an innumerable Company of Angels, to the general 
Aſjembly, and Church of the Fir/t-born, which are 
written in Heaven; and to GoD the Fudge of all, 
and to the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. If we 
ftand upon Wealth, we ſhall have all Things with 
Him. If we reſpet Love: Greater Love hath no 
Man than this, that a Man lay down his Life for 
tas Friends. | Fes 


Tux bleſſed Jeſus, being the Brightneſs of his 
Father's Glory, 22 the e — Ima * = Pre 
came down from his Boſom, the eſs of Joy, 
and that unapproachable Light, into an Houſe of 
Fleſh. He paſſed through a Life full of all Man- 
ner of Vexations, Miſeries, Perſecutions, Indig- 
nities, and Slanders. He was hunted long, andat 
laſt violently haled by a Pack of Hell-Hounds, to 
a cruel - bloody Death, which for the Extre- 
mity and Variety of Pains; for the enraged Spight 
of 1 > La for the Innocency and Excel- 
lency of the Perſon ſuffering, the like never was, 
ſhall, or can be endured. Us Paſſions were ſuch, 


ſo bitter, and unſupportable, that they would m 
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made any meer Creature to have ſunk down under 
the Burden of them to the Battom of Hell. He 
was tortur'd extremely, and ſuffer'd grievous Things 
both in Body and Soul, fromHeaven, Earth, and 
Hell. His bleſſed Body was given up as an Anvil 
to he beaten upon, by the violent, and villainous 
Hands of wretched Miſcreants, without all Mea- 
ſure or Mercy; untill they had left no one Part 
free from ſome icular and ſpecial Torment. 
His Skin and Fleſh were rent with Scourges. His 
Hands and Feet were pierced with Nails. His 
Head with Thorns; his very Heart with the Spear. 
All his Senſes, all his Parts, indeed his whole ſacred 
Body was made a Spectacle to Angels and to Men, 
of all the moſt baſe and barbarous Uſage, which 
Malice could deviſe, and Cruelty execute, 


Aun all this was but s Shadow: ef ide at; 


ing. The Subſtance of his Suffering, was the A- 


gony of his Soul. Give me any Affliction fave the 
Affliction of the Mind. His Soul, though He was 
the Prince of Glory, and Loxpd of Heaven and 
_— upon the — was even as a ſcorched 
Heath, without ſo much, as a Comfort 
either from Hg or Earth. + al -—>- 

of all the Sins of all his Children, the leaſt of 
which had been enough to have prefled them down 
into the Bottom of Hell, lay now heavy upon 
him. The Powers of Darkneſs were let looſe to 
afflict him. He wreſtled with the fierce Wrath 
of his Father, and all the Forces of the infernal 
Kingdom, with ſuch Anguiſh of Heart, that in 
the Garden, it wrung out of his precious _—_ A 
Sweat, as it were great Drops of Blood falling drum 
to the Ground; with ſuch Agony of Spirit, that 
upon the Croſs, he cry'd: My Gop, my Go, 
why haft Thou forſaken me | 


AND 
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Ap the Meaſure of all theſe Sufferings and 


Sorrows were ſuch, that all the Creatures, fave 


ſinful Men only, both in Heaven and Earth, ſeem- 


ed to be amaz d and moved with them. The Sun 


in the Heavens drew in his Beams, unwilling as it 


were to ſee the ſpotleſs Blood of the Son of Gop, 
ſpilt as Water upon the Ground. The Earth itſelf 
ſhrunk, and trembled under it. The very Rocks 
rent aſunder, as if they had had Senſe and Feeling of 
his intolerable Pains. The whole Frame of Na- 
ture ſeemed aſtoniſhed at the mournful Complaint 
of the LORD of the whole World. Theſe, and 
far more than theſe, or than can be expreſs'd, our 
bleſſed Saviour, being Son of the moſt high Gon, 
endur'd for no other End, but to ranſom us ſrom 
the Bondage of Satan, and of Hell, in a thirſting 
Deſire of ſaving all penitent Sinners: And to offer 
Himſelf _ a molt glorious, and everlaſting 
Huſband to all thoſe, who with broken and belicy- 
ing Hearts caſt themſelves into his Boſom. Such 
unutterable Perfections, Beauties, Endowments, 
Sufferings, and inflamed Affections, as theſe, in 
the heavenly Suiter unto our ſinful Souls, doth- 
mightily aggravate the horrible Sin of Refuſing 

. . 2 


Ix this Manner, would I have the Men of 
Gop to magnify, enlarge, and repreſent to the 
Hearts of their Mowers: all the Excellencies of Je- 
fats Chrift, with the Worth, Merit, and Efficacy of 
his Blood: To ſet out to the utmoſt, the Glory of 
the Goſpel, with all the Riches of Mercy and Free 
Grace, revealed and offer'd therein; ſo that they 
tell them. withall: That 7% s Chrift takes none, 
but ſuch as are willing, ts take upon them his Yehe : 
That He gives Himſelf to none, but ſuch as are 
ready to ſell all, that they may enjoy his bleſſed Sel; 


That the glorious Grace of the Goſpel ſhines ſav- 


ingly 
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ingly to none, but ſuch as deny Ungodlineſs, and 
worldly Lufts; and live ſoberly, righteaufly, and god- 
ly in this preſent Marla; That thoſe whoſe Souls 
are cleanſed by the Bload 174 Jeſus Chriſt from 40 
Sin, are only ſuch, as walk in the Light, as Gop 
is in the Light; who make Conſcience of all Sins, 
and Works of Darkneſs, diſcovered to them by the 
Light of Gop's holy Book, and mo ſet their 
Hearts and Hands, with Love, and careful Endea- 
vour to every Duty enjoin'd therein: In a Word, 
That, as that Fountain, the Blood of that unma- 
culate Lamb, | doth turn all the Sins, even the ve 
Scarlet and Crimſon, of a truly broken Heat 

every true Mourner in Zion, into Snow and Wall; 
fo it will never wafh away the leaſt ſinful Stain 
from the proud Heart of any unhumbled Phari/zes 
That hereby no Strangers unto the Love and Life 
of Godlineſs, may be deceived by appropriating 
unto themſelves any of | theſe. glorious Things, 
which are only proper to the ſcaled Fountain; but 
only conceive of them as excellent Motives to cauſe 
them to come in. I would have the Preaching of 
Chrift fill the Soul of every true-hearted Natha- 
nael every Time with unſpeakable and glorious Foy, 
with all thoſe Evangelical Pleaſures, which neither 
Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entered 
into the Heart of Man: But I would have it only 
make every unr rate Man ſenſible what in- 
hnite edneſs he bereaves himſelf of by conti- 
nuing a Rebel; that thereupon he may be moved 
to make Haſte out of his preſent Hell, into this 
Heaven fo freely offered unto him. | 


SUCH Points as theſe, are wont to make atten- 
tive natural Men to ſtartle in their Seats, to look 
about them, to divide the Precious from the Vile: 
To diſtinguiſh that one happy State of Grace, from 
all States of Unregenerateneſs: To tell them me 
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the Book of Gop, how far a Man may 17 and 
yet come ſhort of Heaven: To deliver Marks of 
incere Profeſſors, of a ſaving Faith, of true Re- 
pentance, of a ſound Converſion. But I would 
have this done with a great Deal of ſpiritual Wiſ 
dom,with much godly Diſcretion, and Caution; leaſt 
thereby, either the formal Profeffor be encourag'd, 
and the weakeſt Chriſtian diſhearten'd. 


I. I come now to another Error, about Comfort- 
ing affitted Canſciences: which is, when the ſpiritu- 
al Phyſician applies the Promiſes, aſſures of Mer- 
Cy, and Pardon : | 


1. When the Ground of Grief, is not in Truth 

Trouble for Sin, but ſome outward Trouble. Some, 
in ſuch a Caſe, caſt out by the Way ſome faint 
Complaints of their Sins, and ſeem to ſeek Direc- 
tion, about'the State of their Souls; when the prin- 
cipal Spring of their Heavineſs, is ſome ſecret earth- 
M4 Diſcontentment, the Bitterneſs of ſome worldly 

ing. It may be the Loſs or deſperate Courſe of 
a Child; Going backward in their Eſtate ; Diſap- 
pointment of Marriage; ſome great Diſgrace; long 
and tedious Sickneſs, or the like. | 


Is this Caſe, after the Man of Gop hath diſco- 
vered the Impoſtures : Let his Endeavour be, to 
turn the Torrent of worldly Tears upon Sin. 


When a Vein is broken, and bleeds inward, the, 


Phyſician is wont to open a Vein in the Arm, . 
to, divert the Current of the Blood, that it may be 
cated the right Way, for the Preſervation of the 
Party. Do proportionably in this Point. Let ſuch 
know: Firſt, that Sorrow of the World weorketh 
Death. It dries the Bones, conſumes the Marrow, 
chills the Blood, waſts the Spirits, eats up the Heart, 


ſhortneth Life, and cutteth of from the Day of 
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gracious Viſitation. Secondly, that the Sorrow 
which, miſplaced upon earthly Things, fills a Man 
with Swarms of carking Confuſions, being turned 
upon former finful Courſes, which is the only right, 
proper, profitable Uſe thereof, may procure a great 
deal of Eaic, and Enlargement to the heavy Spirit, 
and heip to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. 
Thirdly, that the I'ythe, perhaps, of that Sacneſs, 
about worldly Things, if — 

right Object, might ſerve to drive us unto Chri/t 
for ſaving Repentance. 


2. WHEN it is not any kindly Touch of Con- 
ſcience for Sin wrought by the Miniſtry; but Ter- 
rors ariſing from the dark Miſts of Melancholy, 
which cauſe a Man to complain: Satan hath great 
Advantage to raiſe, and repreſent to the Phantaſy, 


or Self- Deſtruction. Whereupon the Party ſo af- 
flicted, is wont out of Impatience, to addreſs him- 
ſelf to ſome Man of God, ſome noted Phyſician 
of the Soul; not from any Reſolution to become a 
new Man, but only for ö. — of Eaſe; not aiming 
at all, at any other Change, but from preſent Me- 
lancholy to former Mirth. 


ö Ix this Caſe, let the Aid of Phyſick be em- 


r Wh. ood i hs. 


o ll ployed; and then let the Party be adviſed, to ſpend. 


che Sadneſs of that uncomfortable Conſtitution, in 
lorrowing for Sin, in trembling at the Threats of 


God's 2 in ring to offend, and oy: 
0 a 


under the Wings of Chri/t for Sanctuary; th 
he may bring ſupernatural Lightſomneſs into is 
Soul, by pardon from Gop, and evangelical Plea- 
lures. It is incredible to. confider, what Advan- 
tage a gracious Man hath, by his ſweet Commu- 
nion with Feſus Cbriſt, and thoſe refreſhing Beams 
of Comfort which ſhine from his Face, to 9 er 

is 


1 
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incere, and ſet upon the 


many fearful Things and Temptations, to Deſpair, 
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this wild Humour. If the very Darkneſs of the 
helliſn Dungeon were in the Heart; yet reaching 
out the Hand of Faith, and receiving Chrift, that 
bleſſed Sun of Righteouſneſs, would diſpell and diſ- 
perſe it to Nothing. Much more the Light of Grace 
and heavenly Wiſdom, may in ſome good Meaſure, 
diſſolve the Miſts of this earthly Humour. Reli- 

ion then, does not make Melancholy-Men mad; 
as the wiſe Men of this World would perſwade us: 
who, when they hear, or ſee any ſuch Diſorder to 
have ſeized upon any, that deſires to be ſaved, cry: 
You fee new, what becomes of ſo much Reading the 
Scriptures, and Prayer! Now the LorD rebuke 
thee, Satan, and return as Dung upon thine own 
Face, this villainous, baſe, and wicked Slander, 
which by thy graceleſs Inſtruments thou laboureſt 
to caft upon the glorious Face of Chriſtianity. 


IRAN known, when the only wiſe Gop, hath 
ſuffer'd, for Ends ſeen Good by his heavenly Wiſ⸗ 
dom, the raging Humour of Melancholy, to dark- 
en the native Clearneſs of the animal Spirits in the 
Brain, and to diforder the Phantaſy in his deareſt 
Child, even to Diſtraction. But is this owing to 
Prayer or Reading or Hearing the Scripture? Is it 

ible for the moſt ſovereign Antidote ſent from 

eaven by Gop Himſelf againſt the Sting and 
Venom of all Heart-Grief, and Horror; the ſacred 
Sun of faving Truth, which is only able to ennoble 
and glorify our Underſtandings with Wiſdom from 
the Breaft of the everlaſting Counſel of Feſus Chrift, 
to become the Cauſe of Diſcomfort, and Dil- 
ſettlement of — Soul? No, no. There is * a 
quickning, healing, and mi Efficacy and Vi- 
gor ed * it * the . of 3 and 

ining in it from the Face of Chrift, that by the 
Help of the bleſſed Spirit, it can turn Darkneſs in- 


to 
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to Light, Death into Life, Hell into Heaven, the 
d Horror into Heighth of Joy. | 


I HAVE ſaid all this, leſt melancholick Men 
ſhould be mis- led, or diſhearten'd by the curſed 
Counſel of carnal Friends, and wicked Clamours 
of the World, from turning their Sadneſs into Sor- 
row for Sin; and from plying God's bleſſed Book, 
and the powerful Miniſtry thereof; the only Well- 
Spring of all true Light and Joy and able, as 1 
ſaid before, if they will be counſelled, to diſpel the 
very Darkneſs of Hell out of their Hearts. Me- 
thinks, they rather above others, ſhould be encou- 
raged thereto : 


1. BECAUSE they have an Advantage, when it 
pleaſeth Gop to ſanctify for that Purpoſe, and ſet 
on Work the Spirit of Bondage, by Reaſon of their 
{ad Diſpoſitions, and fearful Spirits ; more feel- 
ingly to take to Heart the Miſeries, and Dangers 
of their natural State; more eaſily to tremble and 
ſtoop under the mighty Hand of Gop. are 
wont to taſte deeper of legal Contrition and Re- 
morſe; and ſo proportionably to feel a greater Ne- 
ceſſity of Jeſus Chrift ; to thirſt after Him more 
greedily, to prize Him more highly; and at — 
to throw their trembling Souls into his bleſſed ] 
ſom with more Eagerneſs, and Importunity. And 
having once enter d into the be Path, their nas 
tive Fearfulneſs being rectiſied, and turned the right 
Way, they man Times walk on forward, with 
more Fear to offend, (and happy is the Man that 
feareth always) more Watchfulneſs over their Ways, 
Tenderneſs of Conſcience, Impatiency of looſing 


ſpiritual Peace, and Senſibleneſs of I ities. 


2. AND becauſe of all others, ſuch Men have 
moſt Need of —— which, when carnal 
Vor. VIII. | Coun- 
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| Counſellors, and flattering Mountebanks of the Mi. 
niſtry, labour to introduce into their dark Heads, 
and heavy Hearts, by outward Mirth, and ſuch o- 
other Means, they only palliate, and dawb; and 
are ſo far from doing any true Good, that thereby 
they link them deeper. So that, a melancholy Man, 
Jet him turn him which Way he will, is likely, 
without the Light of Grace, to live a very miſer- 
able Life, But let them addreſs themſelves to the 
Beek of Life; let them lean their ſorrowful Sou's 
upon the Promiſes there; and each will ſhine upon 
them with an heavenly, healing Light, with ſound 
and laſting Joy. All thoſe then are ſtark mad, 
either with ignorant or learned Malice, who bear 
the World in Hand, that reading the Scriptures, 
plying the powerful Miniſtry, taking Sin to'Heart, 
will make melancholy Men mad. | | 

3 WN Complaint of Sin is confuſed only 
and in general. Aany deal with Gon and his Mi- 

uiſters in Confeſſion of their Sins, ſaith a good Di- 
vine, as Nebuchadnezzar with his [nchanters about 
his Dream. That he had dreamed, he told them, and 
Aefired an Interpretation; but what his Dream was, 
he could not tell. So many confeſs themſelves Sin- 
ners: But wherein they have ſinned, they cannot 
or will not tell. And how is it poſſible the Phyſi- 
cian ſhould help him, who only ſays, He is not 
well, but will not tell him where? I have ſome- 
times viſited thoſe, who. being preſſed to a Sight 
and Senſe of their Sinfulneſs, on Purpoſe to fit them 
for Chri/t, have acknowledged in general, that they 
were Sinners; but deſcending to the Particulars of 
the Law, juſtified themſelves throughout. Nay, 
many in this Caſe, are fo deſtitute of Matter of Hu- 
miliation for Sin, that they can ſcarce tell you 
what Sin is. At the moſt, they have not learned, 
or think that there is any other Breach of the Se- 


| -venth Commandment, bur the gros Acof Une, 
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neſs; that there is any Sin againſt the Ninth, but 
Giving in falſe Witneſs againſt their Neighbour 
in open Court. And ſo in the other Command- 
ments. Likewiſe, although they have heard of Jens 
Chriſt; yet, to the Knowledge of his Perſon; Offi- 
ces, Excellency, Sweetneſs, effectual Miniſtry, and 
of his whole Myftery, they are mere Strangers. And 
ſo, when they ſhould be brought by Knowledge 
and Application of the Law and Goſpel, through 
the Pangs of the New-Birth, into the holy Path, 
they are to learn the very firſt Principles of Reli- 
gion; in which they have not ſo much Skill as: I 
_— teach a Child of five or ſix Years old in a fe 
ays. | 


By Reaſon of this affected 
Law of God, it comes to 
Trouble of Mind, cc mplain of Sin confuſedly, and 
in general only. And thereupon they expect Com- 
fort; and perhaps many draw it from ſome Dawd- 
ers, Whereas, particularizing of our Sins is & 
neceſſary Precedent, and Preparative to a ſound 
Humiliation. And therefore in this Cafe we mult - - 
deal with ſuch, as Surgeons are wont to do with a 
Tumour, or Swelling in the Body; who firſt ap- 

y to the affected Place, drawing and ripening 
laiſters, to bring the Sore to an H 
Corruption may have Iſſue, and then heal: 802 
general Complaint of Sin, and confuſed Grief, 
muſt be reduced to Particulars. It is a Principle in Þ 
the Myſtery of Chri/t, reſolved upon by the beſt 
Divines, rightly in/trufed to the Kingdom of Hun- 
ven: That a confuſed Ac and general - 
Repentance only, for known Sins, is never ſoum and 
ſaving ; but only common, formal, per functory, amd 
that of counterfeit Converts, not truly touched with 
the 9195 their Sins, nor heartily reſobved to fonſale 
them, If they can be 3 to the Sight, 9 
* 2 an 


in the 


paſs, that many, in 


cad; that the 
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and Acknowledgement of ſome one ſpecial notori- 
ous Sin, which hath moſt reigned in their Heart, 
or Life; and be in ſome eaſure convinced, 
and terrified about the Heinouſneſs and horrible 
Guilt of it, it may be a good Means, by Gop's 
Blefling, to bring in the reſt. For ordinarily true 
Repentance is firſt occaſioned by ſome one ſpecial 
din laid to Heart. | | 


To further the Work of a more particular Set- 
ting their Sins in Order before their Eyes; it were an 
happy Thing, if all the "Troubled Souls we meet 
with, were furniſhed before-hand with a competent 
Speculative Knowledge, at leaſt of the Particulars 
in Goy's Law, exorbitant Paſſages of their Life, 

and groſs Corruptions of their Hearts. We might 
fo, by Gon's Help, more eaſily bring them to par- 
ticular Remorſe, and fit them ſooner for Comfort. 
But we find it a moſt hard Taſk, to encounter the 
Devil's Devices, Wiles, and Depths, in a poor, 


4. Wren the Party is dejected for ſome noto- 
rious Sin only. It is ſometimes ſeen in meer civil 
Men, that having a long Time preſerved their Re- 
putations unſtained from groſs Enormities; after 
ſhaming themſelves. by ſome infamous Fall, they 
ſeem ta take on much, as tho” they were truly trou- 
bled with Remorſe; whereas, perhaps, the preſent 
Grief ariſeth rathcr from Loſs of Credit, than 
Wound of Conſcience, (tho' to favour their Cre- 
dit, they cunningly Father it upon Conſcience.) 
Or let them be indeed affrighted grievouſly for a 
Time with the Horror of that one Sin; yet ſtay 
the Cry, and abate the Rage of that one with ſome 
ſuperficial Comfort, and they are healed, and put 
into an happy Caſe in their own Conceit, and in 


the Opinion alſo of their unſkilful Phyſician ;. tho 


they 


2. 
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they ſearch no further into the loathſome Dunghil 
of thoſe many abominable Corruptions in their 
Heart and Lito, of which they are as full as the 
Skin will hold. 


Now, it is a foul and fearful Overſight in a 
Miniſter; nay, it may prove an Error ſtained with 
ſpiritual Bloodſhed, to promiſe Pardon to ſuch par- 
tial Penitents. Suppoſe a Man, fick of a Pleurifys 
ſhould ſend to a Phyſician, and tell him, he is fore 
troubled with a Cough, and intreat his Help, con- 
cealing other Signs and Symptoms, which ordina- 
rily accompany that Diſeaſe; as his ſhort and dif- 
ficult Breathing, and the ſtinging Stitch in his Side. 
The Phyſician may addreſs himſelf to cure the 
Cough, and yet the Patient die of an Inflamma- 
tion. It is proportionably ſo in the preſent Point. 
A Man may complain, and take on extremely for 
fome one Sin, and that may be well; but except 
he proceed to a further Diſcovery, and Sorrow pro- 
portionable for his other known Sins, they will be 
the Deſtruction of his Soul. If a Dozen Thieves 
be enter'd into thy Houſe, it is not enough for 
thee to lay Hold of the Captain only, and thruſt 
him out. If thou ſuffer but one of them to lurk 
in any Corner, he will ſerve the Turn to cut thy 
Throat. Crying out of ane capital Sin only, is 
not ſufficient z we muſt confeſs and forſake all, it 
we look to find Mercy, Prov. xxviii. 149... 


AnD yet, here I would have no true Penitent 
miſtake. The bare Omiſſion of ſome particular 
Sins, in this Caſe, is not damnable. For we muſt 
know, That if a Man deal truly with his own 
Heart, in a ſincere Acknowledgement, and Repen- 
tance for known Sins; (and he ought to labour, 
by induſtrious Inſpection into Gop's pure Law, to 
know as many as may be) and for all thoſe that 
4 FI come 
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come into his Mind, when he' ſets himſelf apart, 
ſolemnly to humble his Soul before Go; (and he 
ought to remember as. many as he can poſſibly) I 
ſay, if ſo, then, for ſecret and unknown Sins, which 
are committed in Weakneſs and Ignorance,' the 
LokD accepteth a general Confeſſion, as we ſce in 
David's Practice, Plat. XiX. 12. Ibo can under- 
and his Errors? Cleanſe Thau me from my ſecret 
Faults. 


Sts there are, which are not only unnoted of 
others, but even unknown to a Man's own ſelf; 
which notwithſtanding are clearly ſubject to the 
Search of God's All-ſeeing Eye. Sins there are 
alſo, which even in the zealous Exerciſe of Re- 
pentance, may not be remember'd by the true Peni- 
tent; which if he would recover into his Memory, 
he would heartily bewail and deteſt: So unnumber d 
are the curſed By-paths of Men. But 1 mult fay 
thus much, for the Comfort of the true Convert; if 
he truly repent for all his unknown Sins, and la- 
bour for further Illumination of Conſcience, and 
fuller Revelation of every corrupt Paſlage, both in 
Heart and Life; and thoſe Sins of Knowledge allo, 
which came into his Mind, if with Diligence, and 
without Diſſimulation, with hearty Prayer, and. 
heſt Intention of Spirit, he endeavour to recover 
them into his Memory, that he might alſo mourn 
for, and mortify them with the reſt; carrying even 
in his Heart this Reſolution, That as any Sin ſhall 
be diſcovered to his Conſcience, he will abomi- 
nate and abandon it: I ſay, both theſe Kinds of 
Sins (it is a Pearl for the true Penitent; let no Stran- 
ger meddle with it) to ſuch an one, upon, ſuch 
Conditions, are moſt certainly waſhed away by 
Chri/Ps Blood, and God's free Mercy, upon his 
general Conſeſſion and Repentance. | 
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 BesIDEs theſe two Caſes; firſt, Want of Know- 
ledge; and ſecondly, Want of Remembrance in 
the Senſe I have ſaid: There is alſo a Third, and 
that is, Want of Time: Which doth alſo ſome- 
times excuſe the Omiſſion of ſome particular Sins. 
As we may ſee in the Thief upon the Croſs. For 
Want of Leiſure, he could not poſſibly punctually 
reviſe his vile, abominable Life, nor peruſe with 
Remorſe, all the Particulars of his former Courſes. 
But he had infuſed into his Soul by Feſus Chri/t, 
an habitual Grace of true Repentance; which if he 
had lived, would, no Doubt, have carried him 
faithfully over all the notorious Paſſages of his Life, 
with a truly contrite, broken, and bleeding Soul, 
So that if he had had Space, I doubt not, , he 
would have proved a very eminent, and exemplary 
Peuitent. And therefore, the Loxp in Mercy, did 
graciouſly accept the Deſire and Purpoſe of his 


Heart. | 

Bur to return to the Point, and give my Ad- 
vice in the Caſe propoſed: Let the Party, who fo 
takes on for ſome notorious Sin only, and there 
takes up his Reſt, be told; That though he dwell 
with deepeſt Sighs upon ſome of his greateſt Sins ; 
yet the reſt muſt by no Means be neglected. That 
which is moſt Crimſon, muſt ſerve as a Cryer, it 
I may ſo ſpeak, to ſummon the reſt into the Court 
of Conſcience, and as a Remembrancer to bring 
them to Mind: But when thou beginneſt to reckon 
with thy Conſcience for ſome ä Rebel- 
lion, never ceaſe untill thou haft ſearch'd tho- 


roughly, and ranſack'd it to the Bottom, that it 

may ſmart ſoundly, before thou haſt done, with 

true Remorſe for all thy other ſinful Corruptions 

alſo. When Horror for one Sin hath ſeized upon 

thy Heart, follow God's bleſſed Hand leading 

thee to Converſion, through the Pangs of yt 
1 
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Birth, iving Way. to all the reſt, to bring in 
their Ack: IndiAments againſt thy Soul. And be 
not afraid thus to arraign and condemn thy ſelf, as | 

uilty of innumerable Sins, before God's juſt Tri- 
hg: For then ſhalt thou find a gracious Adve- 
cate at his right Hand; whom, if thou ſeek in 
Truth, He will by the Plea of his own precious 
Blood, ſue out a Pardon for thine everlaſting Peace. 


_— 
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I conrEss, that commonly true Converts at 
firſt, and afterwards too, cry out moſt of, ſome 
one capital Sin, and that which in their Days of 
Darkneſs and Vanity, waſted their Conſcience 
moſt ; but yet ſhould they take nonever ſo much, for 8 
_ that one, if beſides, they did not by the Conduct * 
| of the bleſſed Spirit, deſcend alſo to a more par- 

ticular Confeſſion and Repentance of all other 
known Sins, all were Nothing. If we favour any 
ene Sin in our Heart, or Life, or Calling, we 
cannot enjoy Gop's Favour. If there be any ſe- 
cret Corruption, which a Man labours to conceal; 
what Hope can he have, that it is covered with the 
Blood of Chri/t from the Wrath to come? In a 
true Penitent, there ought to be an utter Ceſſation 
from all groſs Sins, and at leaſt, Diſ-affection, and 
all poſſible Oppoſition, even to unavoidable Infir- 
mities, and inſeparable Frailties of the Fleſh. 


5. FiFTHLY, when the Phyſician of the Soul 
promiſeth Mercy and Pardon Hand over Head, 
without that ſpiritual Diſcretion, which is conveni- 
ent for a Matter of ſo great Conſequence, to a Man 
upon his Bed of Death, who hath formerly been a 
meer Stranger to the Power of Godlineſs, becauſe 
now in the evil Day, he takes on extremely, and 
thus bemoans himſelf: Oh] Taman horrible and 
grievous Sinner ! If I were to live again, what 
would I not do? A World for Comfort now, and 


to 
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to die the Death of the Rigbteous: Becauſe he howls 
upon his Bed, as the Prophet ſpeaketh; and breaks 
out oftentimes into a roaring Complaint of Sin, 
and cry for Pardon, by Reaſon he now begins to 
fear and feel the revenging Hand of Gop ready to 
ſeize upon him for his former Rebellions : or, when 
he aſſures him, having been a formal Chriſtian on- 
ly, of Bliſs and Glory; becauſe out of Self-deceit, 
he cries, LokD! Lorp! ſeems to By-ſtanders 
very confident, that he ſhall preſently receive a 
Crown of Life; thanks Gop that nothing troubles 
him; profeſſes to every one that comes to viſit him, 
that he believes and repents with all his Heart, for- 
gives all the World, and makes no Doubt of Hea- 
ven. 


Here, by the Way, we muſt take Notice, that 
many, having neglected ſo great Salvation, and judg'd 
themſelves unworthy of everlaſting Life, all their Life 
long, and now at length being overtaken, after the 
hort Gleam of Proſperity, with the Darkneſs of 
the evil Day, may keep a great Stir upon their 
Dying-Beds, or in ſome great Extremity, with 
grievous Complaints of their former ſinful Courſes, 
with inceſſant Cries for Eaſe, being now caught 
like wild Bulls in a Net full of the Ii rath of Gop; 
and * be not truly penitent, not ſoundly and ſa- 
vingly humbled, not rightly fitted for Chriff and 
Comfort. Their Earneſtneſs in ſuch a Caſe is or- 
cinarily like the Tears, Prayers, and. Cries of a 
condemned Malefactor. He is very earneſt with 
the Judge to ſpare him. He ſeems to relent, and to 
be touch'd with Remorſe, but it is only becauſe he 
is like to be hanged. Again, many there are, who 
fatisfying themiſelves and others, with a goody 
Shew of a Form of Godlineſs, may, upon their 

Bed, diſcover a great Deal of Fearfulneſs about theic 
bpiritual State, and behave themſelves, as though Yo 


ey 
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they were moſt certainly going to everlaſting Bliſs, 
when, as Gop knows, their Anſwer. at his juſt 
Tribunal, muſt be, 7 know you net. They are ſo 
confident, not becauſe they have eſcaped, but be- 
cauſe they never ſaw their Danger. And hence it 
is, that many of them die with as much Conti- 
dence, as the beſt Chriſtians. 


Now, concerning the preſent Caſe, I muſt tell 
you, that for my Part, I would not much alter 
my Judgment of a Man's ſpiritual State, whom 1 
have thoroughly known, for the Manner of his 
Death. The End of Gop's deareſt Servant, after 
an holy Life and unblameable Converſation, may 
not appear in the Eye of Man ſo comfortable, as 

was expected, by Reaſon of much Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, ſome ſtrong Temptation, fpiritual 
Deſertion, violent Diſtemper of Body; or for ſome 
other ſecret and ſacred End, ſeen good to Divine 
Wiſdom. On the other Side, a notorious Wretch, 
which hath ſwam down the Current of the Times, 
may ſeem to die penitentiy; and yet his Sorrow 
be but. ſuch as the Terrors of a guilty, Conſcience 
produce; and his Reſolution to caſt away his Sins, 
only ſuch, as a Man hath in a Storm to caſt away 
his Goods; not becauſe he doth not love them, but 
becauſe he feareth to loſe his Life, if he part not 
with them. Or a meer moral, or formal Man, 
may upon his Bed of Death be very confident, and 
yet that Conhdence be no other, than a ſtrange im- 
aginary Conceit of a covetous Man, graſping a great 
Deal of Gold in his Dream, but when he awaketh, 
behold his Hands are empty. 


For a more full and clear Apprehenfian of the 
Point, let us take a Survey of the different Kinds 
of Death, which ordinarily befall Sy 


e 
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the Wicked. And firſt, of the Death of God's 
Children, which are divers: For, 


I- SOME of their holy and zealous Lives deter- 
mine and expire gloriouſly, even like a clear Sun 
in a Summer's Evening. The painful Pangs of 
Death are ſweeten'd with the Beams of Gop's glo- 
rious Preſence, and taft Embracing of Jeu Chrift, 
in the Arms of their Faith. 80 that to them, the 
very Joys of Heaven mingle themſelves with thoſe 
laſt Agonics, Their Heads are, as it were; crown'd 

— y, and endleſs Peace upon their 
Beds of Death. Luther, that bleſſed Man of Gop, 
died thus: Ay heavenly Father (ſaid heat his Death) 
eternal and avrcifulGop! Than haſt ma feſt efted unto 

me thy dear Son, our LoRD Jeſus Chriſt, I have 
angle Him, I have known Him, I love Him as my 
Life, my Health, and my Redemption: Whom the 
Wicked have perſecuted, maligned, and with" Injury 
ajfifted, Draw my Soul to Thee. After this, he 
id thrice. I commend my Spirit into thine Hands, 
Thou haſt redeemed me, O Gop of Truth! Gop jo 
lived the World, that He gave his only Son, that all 
that believe in Him, ſhould. have Lif e everliaſti 2 
Hear how that bleſſed Saint of GY Mr. 
Holland, ended his Days: Having, the Day . — 
he died, continued his Meditation and Expoſition 
upon Rom. viii. for the Space of two Hours, or 
more, on the Sudden, he faid: O fay your Read- 
ing What Brightneſs is this I ſee? Have you light 
vp any Candles? To which it was antwered, Naz 
it 15 the Sun ſhine: For it was about Five © o'Clock, 
in a clear Summer's Evening. Sun-/hine ! (ſaid he) 
nay, my Saviour ſbine. Now, farewel Worid, welcome 
Heaven; the Day-Star from on high hath vi ey 
Heart, O ſpeak it 3 Iam gone, and prea 755 
Funeral; Gon dealeth familiarly with Man. I 
bis Mercy, I ſee his Majeſty; whether in the 45 
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er out of the Body, I cannot tell; Gop #noweth; bit 
1 fee Things that are unutterable. So, raviſh'd in 
Spirit, he roamed towards Heaven, with a cheer- 
ful Look, and foft ſweet Voice; but what he faid, 
could not be conceived. With the Sun, in the 
Morning following, raiſing himſelf, as Jacob did 
upon his Staff, he ſhut up his bleſſed Life, with 
theſe Words: O what an happy Change ſhall I make, 


from Night to Day! From Darkneſs to Light! 


From Death to Life! From Sorrow to Solace! From 
a fuctiaus World, to an heavenly Being! O my dear 
Brethren, Sifters, and Friends! it pitteth me to leave 
you behind. Yet remember my Death when I am gone, 
and what I now feel. I hope you ſhall find, ere you 
die, that Gop d:th, and will deal familiarly with 
Men. And now, thou fiery Chariot, that cameſt down 
zo fetch up Elijah, carry me to my happy Hold. And 
all ye bleſſed Angels, who attended the Soul of Laza- 
rus, to bring it up to Heaven, bear me, Oh! bear 


ne into the Baſom of my Beſt-beloved! Amen, Amen. 


Come, Lorkp Jeſus, come guiciiy And ſo he fell 
aſlcep. 


2. Others may end their Days more uncomfort- 
ably, thro' the Violence of their Diſtemper. And 
yet, ſays one, 4s a Man may die lite a Lamb, and 


£9 to Hell: So one dying in exceeding Torments of the 


Body, may go to Heaven. 


3. Tux Death of ſome others, is mix'd with 
tempeſtuous Storms, in the Beginning of their laſt 
Sickneſs, and a fair refreſhing, glorious Calm, to- 
e 3 Concluſion of their Life. For ſome ſe- 
cret End and holy Purpoſe, ſeeming good to his 
heavenly Wiſdom, Gop ſuffers ſometimes even his 


_ deareſt ts to taſte, as it were, of the Fire of 


Hell, 2s a Preparative to drink more ſweetly of the 
Well of Life. ; : | | ** $73 
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4. SOME of Gop's worthieſt Champions, and 
moſt zealous Servants do not anſwer the unreprove- 
able Sanctity of their Life, with thoſe rtion- 
able extraordinary Comforts 
Death, which might be expected: So infinitely unfa- 
no b all” created Underſtandings are the 

of Gov? 's moſt holy Ways, and his inſcru- 


wh 8 


uite — many Times to the 
Concluſions of Man's beſt Wiſdom. But every 
one of His, fince he paſſes through thoſe Pangs 
into Joys endleſs and unſpeakable, muſt be content 


to glorify God, and to be ſerviceable to his ſecret 


Ends, with what Kind of Death He'pleaſe; whe- 
ther it be glorious and or uncomfort- 
able, becauſe of bodi} — z or mingled with 
Temptations and Trive or — and 
without any great 72 a 


— — | 
larities of an holy Life, which promiſed an dae 


ſpecial Note and Admiration. 
Lr us now take a Survey 


For, 


1. Seen die deſperately. Tho' Thouſands pe- 


iſh by Preſumption, to one of theſe who'delpairz 


yet ſome there are, to 'whom' their Beds of 
Death all their Sins are ſet in Order before them, 


and repreſented to the Eye of their awaken d Con- 


ſciences ſo terribly, that, at the very firſt Sight, 
they are ſtruck ſtark dead in Soul and Spirit, ut- 
terly over-whelm'd and quite ſwallowed up * 


puilty ani deſperate Horror. 


2 ere die ſenſeleſly. They demean them- 
_—_ ing Beds, as tho' there were no 
Immo the foul . 
Vox. V | count 


upon their of 


of the Death of the. 
Wicked, and thoſe, who were ever Strangers to 
the Myſtery of Godlines; Wann | 


— _ — 
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count to be given for all Things done in the Fleſh; 
no everlaſting Eſtate in the World to come, where- 
in every one muſt either lie in unſpeakable Pains, 
or live in unutterable Pleaſures. They are neither 
afflicted with any Fear of Hell, or affected with 
any Hope of Heaven. They are unapprehenſive of 
their Danger, and fearleſs of the fiery Lake, into 
which they are ready to fall. In theſe Regards, 
they are utterly untouched, die moſt quietly, and 
without any Trouble at all. And it is their ordi- 
nary Anſwer, when they are queſtioned about their 
ſpiritual State: I thank Gop, nothing troubles 
me.“ Thus theſe Men, as one ſpeaks, live lite 
Stacks, and die like Blocks. And yet the ignorant 
People (faith Mr. Greenham) commend ſuch fearful 
Deaths, ſaying, He departed as meekly as a Lamb: 
l ben they might as well ſay, he died like a Beaſt, 
and periſhed like an Ox. 


3- OTHers die formally; I mean they make 
oodly Shews of much Confidence and ort. 
he Spirit of Deluſion, and Self- couſenage, con- 
unuing their groundleſs Preſumption in its Heighth 
and Strength unto the End. Of all the four Kinds 
of Death, which ordinarily befall ſuch as are not 
ſaved; this is the faireſt in Shew; but yet of greateſt 
Impoſture to thoſe about them, and of moſt peſti- 
lent Conſequence to harden all of the ſame Hu- 
mour. 


4. Sou die penitently: I mean, in outward 
Appearance. Many, having ſerved their Appetites 
all their Lives, now when the Sun of all their ſen- 
ſual Delights begins to ſet, would very gladly be 
ſaved. uſe Diftreſs and Anguiſh is come up- 

en them: They enquire after Gop, and would 
now be gladly acquainted with Him. They pro- 
- miſe very fair, what mended Men they will be, if 
the Lokp reſtore them; But all theſę goodly Pro- 
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miſes are but as a Morning Cloud, and as the early 
Dew. It is true, that true Repentance is never 
tos late, but late Repentance ts ſeldom true. For 
here our. Sins rather leave us, than we them, (as 
Ambroſe ſays) and as he adds; Mie be unto them 
whoſe Sin and Life end together. 


Now fince upon this Peruſal of the different 
Deaths incident to the Godly and the Wicked, it 
appears, that ſome Men never ſoundly converted, 
may in Reſpect of all outward Repreſentations, die 


as confidently and comfortably in the Conceit of 


moſt Men, as God's deareſt Children; and that 
Chris Servant ſometimes may depart this | Life 
uncomfortably to the Eye: I ſay, theſe Things be- 
ing ſo, Thold my Conclufion ſtill; not much to alter 
my Judgment of a Man's ſpiritual State, for the 
Mates of his Death. I except the Thieves upon 
the Croſs: My Meaning is, that there may be ſome, 
{I know not how few) who may at laſt, n 
extraordinarily humbled under God's mighty Hand, 
and cleaving to the Lox D Fe/us with truly broken 
Hearts, follow by a Miracle, the Thief upon the 
Croſs, to an everlaſting Crown. And here now, 
I require the Care, the Conſcience, heavenly Wif- 
dom, experimental Skill, and all his miniſterial 
Dexterity in the Phyſician of the Soul, to diſcern 
aright between theſe, and ſceming Penitents: And 
then to apply himſelf proportionably with. all holy 
Diſcretion, to their ſeveral different Eſtates. 


IM. A THrRD Error is, when the ſpiritual Phy- 
ſician pours the Oil of Comfort into a wounded 
Conſcience too ſoon. The „ that heals up 
a dangerous Sore, and draws a Skin over it, before 
his Corroſives have conſumed the dead Fleſh, be- 
fore he hath! open'd it, ranſack'd it to the Root, 


and rent out the Core, is ſo far from pleaſing, that 
| Q2 de 
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viour. Theſe be Speeches of -Loue indeed; bor they 
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he procures a deal of Miſery to his Patient. For 
the rotten Matter that remains behind, will in the 
mean Time feſter underneath, and at length break 
out again, perhaps, both with more Extremity of 
Anguiſh, and Difficulty of Cure. They are but 
Afountebanks, Smatterers in Pbyſick and Surgery; 
Upon the whole of the Matter, but plain Cheats 
and Couſeners, who are ſo ready for extemporary 
Cures. Sadden Recoveries from old Diſtempers, 
are very ſeldom ſound. If it be thus in bo- 
dily Cures, what a Deal of extraordinary Diſcre- 
tion, heavenly Wiſdom, punctual Ponderation of 
Circumſtances, both ſpeculative and experimental 
Skill, heartieſt Ejaculations, W reſtlings with Gon 
by Prayer for a Blefling, is very convenient and 
needful, for a true and right Method in healing 2 
wounded Conſcience? W hich doth paſs immeaſur- 
ably all other Maladies, both in Exquiſiteneſs of 
Pain, Tenderneſs of Fouch, Deceitfulneſs of Depth, 


and in higheſt and Con either for 
the everlaſting of an im» 


| Hencs it was, That that learned Dector in 
yſtery, Mr. Greenham, did ſo far 
differ from all Dawbers with Mortar, 
— nar of this 2. —— 

very flrange in my Cure: 9 muc more 
he wondered at, by — much in Manner of Proceed- 
ing 1 differ ſrom the moſt Sort of Min berein. I am 
not ignorant, that many viſiting afflited Conſciences, 
ery ill: O comfort them! O ſpeak joyful Things 
unto them! Yea, there be ſome, and thoſe of the moſt 
Learned, who in ſuch Caſes, are full of theſe and 
fuch-like Why are you. ſo heavy, my 
Brother? Be of Cheer. hat is there that 
you ſhould fear? Gop is merciful, Chriſt is a Sa- 


often 
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often do the poor Souls as much Good herein, as if they 
ſhould pour cold Water into their Boſams; when as 
without further Searching of their Sores, they may as 
well minifter a Malady, as a Medicine. Her as 
cordial Medicines are not good 9 every fick Perſon, 
eſpecially when the Body needeth rather a ſtrong Pur- 
gation, than Reſtorative; ſo the comfortable Applying 
Gop's Promiſes are not ſo 2 for every one, 
that is humbled; eſpecially when their Souls are ra- 
ther further to be ca/t down, than as yet to be raiſed 
up. Comfort ſeemeth to cure for a While, but for want 
Il iſdem in the right Diſcerning of the Cauſe, Men 
miniſter one Medicine 7 another; and ſo for want 
it grindeth ſorer than the 
7. mer. i ' 


So Calvin: Let this be the firſt Degree of Repen- 
tance; when Men 2 that they have been grievous 
Offenders. And then the Grief is not to be immedi- 
ately cured; as Impeſtors deal flatteringly and nicely 
with Men's Conſciences, that they may favour them- 
ſelves as much as may be, and be n«tably deceived with 
ſuperficial Dawbing. The Phyfician will not forth- 
with aſſwage the Pain, but will conſider what may 
be more expedient. Perhats he will incrtaſe it, he- 
cauſe a ſharper Purge will. be neceſſary. Even ſo the 
Prophets of God, ben they ſee trembling Conſcien- 
ces, do net preſently apply ſweet Conſolations ; but ra- 
ther tell them, that they muſt not dally with GoD; 
and flir up thoſe, who are fo forward of their tun 
Heeard, that they would propoſe unto themſelves the 
terrible Judgment of GOD, that they may yet be more 
and more humbled. | | q 4 N 


Ms. Rogers, another excellent and ſkilful Work- 
man in the great Myſtery of ſaving Souls, tells us 
truly; That the Promiſe .of Salvation is not ftraight 
belonging te ane terrified in Conſcience ; but to ane 
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that is, not only terrified for his Puniſhment, but con. 
trite for Sin. Let not theſe be weary of the Yoke of 
Gop and the Law, and make over-much out 
this State, for ſo may they undo themſelves. For 
me notwith ng their Terror, have withſtood 
their Salvation; even as an impatient Patient gets 
the Surgeon to pull off the Corro or pulls it off 
himſelf, as ſoon as it begins to ſmart @ little, and fo 
thinks it is ſearch'd enough, and now lays on healin 
Plaifters : But afterward it breaks out again wor 
than ever : Whereas, if the Corrofrve had been let lie 
on, till it had eaten out the Corruption indeed, then it 
might have been whale long ago. 


Ir Dawbers in this Kind, had ever had a - 
imental Feeling in their own Souls of Chris 

ule and the Holy Ghoſt's Method, which is, firſt, 
To convince of Sin; to dejet and humble in the 
Sight of the Loxp with Apprehenſion, and Senſe 
of a moſt abominable and curſed State, before there 
follow a Conviction of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
to Taiſe up; or of the Neceſſity of the Work of the 
Spirit of Bondage to prepare for Chrift and Com- 
fort; they would not deal fo ignorantly in a Mat- 
ter of fo dear and everlaſting Importance. "They 
would not ſo haftilv, without all Warrant and 
Wiſdom, without any further Search, 'Diſcovery 
or Dejection, offer Mercy, Pardon, and all the 
Premuſes to a Man formerly wicked, for ſome 


labour to let the Spirit of Bondage have its full 


Work, andlay him open moreatlargeinthe true Co- 


Jours of his fcarlet Sins ; and not only cauſe a bare 
Confeſſion of them, but ſuch a Conviction, which 
may ſtop his Mouth, that he hath not a Word to 

Oh! how oft have I heard many a poor 
ignorant Soul, in the Day of Sorrow, being movet 


to bumble himſelf in the Sight of the Log, that ike 
Ta.” mY 2 
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might lift him up ; firſt, to get his Heart broken 
with the — Burden of oft his Sins, and then 
to bring it thus bleeding to the Throne of Grace, 
that Chriſ might bind it up; I fay, being thus in- 
treated how oft have I heard them anſwer; Ys, 
yes, with all my Heart: I am or my Sins with 
all my Heart. I truft in Jeſus iſt with. all my 
Heart. And thus whatſoever you can adviſe, he 
doth it with all his Heart : Whereas, alas! as yet, 
his Underſtanding is as dark, as Darkneſs itſelf, in 
Reſpect of any, (I fay not only) ſaving Know- 
ledge, but almoſt of any Knowledge at all; and his 
Heart in Reſpect of any true Remorſe, as hard as 
a Rock of Sin. 


Bor benes it may be, ſome troubled Soul may 
ſay: Alas, if it be thus, what ſhall I think of 
Kel? I do not remember, that ever I taſted 
deeply of ſuch Terrors. I have not had ſuch Ex- 
perience of the Spirit of Bondage, and therefore I 
am in Doubt about the Truth and Soundneſs of 
my Converſion. I anſwer: In this Caſe of legal 
Terrors and Humiliations, we do not preſeribe juſt 
ſuch a Meaſure : We do not determine upon ſuchand 
ſuch a- Degree: We leave that to the Wiſdom of 
the only wiſe Gop. But ſure we are, a Man muſt 
have ſo much, as to bring him to Chrift. It muſt 
make him weary of all his Sins; willing to pluck out 
his Right Eye, and cut off his Right Hand; I mean, 
to part with his Boſom-ſins ; to ſell all, and not 
leave ſo much as an Hoof bebind. It muſt neceſ- 
farily be ſo much, as to make him ſee his Dan- 
ger, "ei ſo haſte to the City of Refuge; to be ſen- 

ble of his ſpiritual Miſery, that he may heartily 
thirſt for — ; to find himſelf loſt — caſt a- 
way in himſelf, that Ghrift may be All in Al unto 
him. And after muſt follow an Hatred of all-evil 
— a thorough Change of former * 
Com- 
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Company, Converſation; and Setting himſelf inthe 
Way and Practice of Sebriety, Hongſiy and Holingſs. 
If thou haſt had Experience of theſe Effects in thy 
Soul, whatſoever Meaſure of the Spirit of Ben- 
dage hath been in thee, thou art ſafe enough, and 


mayeſt go on comfortably in the Ho'y Path, wirk- 


out any Diſcouragement. | 


THESE Things premiſed; I come to tell you, 


that for the rectifying of that fore- mentioned Error, 
and Prevention of the Danger of Dawbing and Un- 
doing for ever, I would adviſe the Spiritual Phyſi- 
an, to labour with the utmoſt of his Skill, beſt Ex- 
perience, heartieſt Prayers, and moſt piercing Per- 
ſuaſions, watchfully to obſerve the Seaſon, when 
he may, upon good Ground, apply unto the woun- 
ded Soul aſſured Comfort in the Promſes of Life, 
and that ſovereign Blood, which was ſpilt for bro- 
ken Hearts; and aſſure him, that all thoſe rich 
Compaſſions, which lie within the Compaſs of that 
grcat Covenant of Everlaſting Mercy, ſealed with 
the painful Sufferings of the Son of Gop, belong 
unto him. Which is then, when his Heart. is 
ſoundly humbled under Gop's Mighty Hand, and 
brought at length to, Firſt, A truly penitent Sight, 
Senſe, and Hatred of all Sin: Secondly, A ſincere 
and unſatiable "Thirſt after Ze/us Chri/t, and his 
Righteouſneſs, both imputed and inherent : Third- 
ly, An unfeigned and unreſerved Reſolution of an 
univerſal New-Obedience. 


Ils the mean Time, before ſuch Fitneſs. be fully 
effected, I would have the Man of Gon ply his Pa- 
tient with his beſt Perſuaſions and Proofs ( ſeaſona- 
bly mingled with Motives to Humiliation) of the 
Pardonableneſs of his Sins, Poſſibility of Pardon, 
Damnableneſs of Deſpair, Danger of Eaſe by out- 
ward Mirth: And to hold out, as a Prize 1225 
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Lure, as it were, the Freeneſs of God's immeaſu- 
rable Mercy, the general Offer of Jeſus Christ, 
without any Exception of Perſons, Times, or Sins; 
the Precioumneſs and Infallibility of the Promiſes, 
in as fair and lovely a Faſhion as he can poſſibjy- 
But it is one Thing, to ſay; If theſe Things be 
ſo, I can aſſure you (of the Promiſes of Life, and your 
real Intereſt in all the Riches of Gop's Grace, and 
glorious Purchaſe of s meritorious Blood: 
Another Thing, to ſay; If you will ſuffer your 
Underſtandings to be enlightned, your Conſciences 
= be convinced, your Hearts to be wounded with 
the Sight, Senſe, and Horror of Sin; If you willcame 
in, and take Jeſus Chri/t, his Perſon, b bis Paſnon, 
his Yoke ; If you will entertain theſe and theſe Af- 
fections, Longings and Reſolutions, then moſt cer» 
tainly our (merciful Loa p will crown — 
with his deareſt wary . and freeſt | 


-Labruy, That when al is tas when ths 
Men of Gop have their Deſire z that the Patient 
in their Perſuaſion is ſoundly wrought upon, and 
proſeſſeth, as they verily think, from his Hearts 
1. That he is beavy laden with the Bur» 
den of all his Sins; 2. That he is come to that 
Reſolution, to do any Thing; which we find in the 
Hearers of Jahn and Peter, Luke iii. Als ii. 3. 
That he prizeth Chriſt far above the Riches, Plea: 
lures, and Glory of the whole Earth; thirſts, and 
longs for Him infinitely. 4. That he is moſt wil- 
ling to ſell all ; — — Sin, with his right 
Eye and right Hand. That he is content with 
all his Heart to take Chrift, as well for a Lon 
and Huſband, to ſerve, love, and Him, as 
for a Saviour to deliver him from the Miſeries of 
din: To aſſociate himſelf to that Se, which is ſo 
ſpoken againſt every where: I ſay, when it is 
tus wth the alice Pare, (and molt happy i he 
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when it is thus with him;) yet, notwithſtanding, 


becauſe Gop alone is the Searcher of the Heart 
and the Heart of Man is deceitful above all Things; 
we can afſure Mercy and Pardon only conditional- 
ly. We muſt ever add, either expreſſedly, or im- 
pliedly : If all this which you profeſs be in Truth; 
If you be thus reſolved indeed; then you may 
ſweetly repoſe your Soul upon Feſus Chri/t, as your 
Wijdom, Righteouſngſs, Santtification and Re 
ian; upon all the Promiſes of Life, and God's 
Free-Grace, as truly belonging unto you. 


Bur even then there are Counſels and Caveats, 
which the faithful Phyſician of the Soul, accord- 
ing to Occaſions, Circumſtances, and preſent Ex- 
igents, may think fit to be mingled with Admini- 
ſtration of Mercy, and wiſely propounded to the 
afflicted Party. It may not prove unſeaſonable to 
ſpeak thus, or in ſome ſuch — to thy ſpiri- 


1. Ir theſe Things be truly ſo: If thou feel in- 
deed ſuch a melting Spirit, ſuch broken and bleed- 
ing Affections; thou art bleſſed. If that ſorrow ful 
Soul of thine doth renounce from the very Heart, 
with utter Deteſtation, all Manner of Sin; inſati- 
ably thirſt after Righteouſneſs ; unfeignedly reſolve, 
for the Time to come, to bend itſelt towards Hea- 
ven in all New-Obedience ; I fay, if this be fin- 
cerely the Diſpoſition of thine Heart, thou art 
truly happy. Only take Notice (leſt my miniſtring 
of Mercy be miſtaken) that the Heart of Man t: 
deceitful above all Things. A bottomleſs Depth « 
is of Falſhoods, Difſemblings, Hypocriſies. An 
endleſs Maze of Windin 8 and hidden 
Paſſages. No Eye can ſearch and fee its Center, 
but that All-ſeeing One alone, which is ten Thou- 
ſand Times brighter than the Sun; and —_— not 
"= , nor 
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J, nor any Man alive, can promiſe Pardon, but 
upon Suppolition : I theſe Things be 75 And the 
Sincerity of thy Heart, and Truth of theſe Proteſ- 
tations, will appear, when this diſmal Tempeſt, 
which hath over-caſt and ſhaken thy Spirit with 
Fear and Aſtoniſhment, is over-blown. Thy Courſe 
of Life to come, will prove a true Touch-ſtone, 
to try, whether this be the kindly Travel of the 
New-Birth. If, when thy Soul ſhall recover Calm- 
neſs and Quiet, thou turn unto thine old Com- 
pany and Converſation ; it will then be manifeſt, 
that this Furnace of Terror and Temptation, was 
ſo far from working thine Heart to Heavenly- 
Mindedneſs, that it hath hammered it to more 
Hardneſs ; ſo far from purging and refining, that 
it hath occaſioned more Earthlineſs and Senſuali- 


ty therein. But if, when thou art raiſed by Gos 


merciful Hand, out of the Depth of this ſpiritual 
Diſtreſs, thou expreſs thy Hatred againſt Sin, by 
an earneſt Oppoſition, Watchfulnes, and Strivi 

againſt all, eſpecially that, which before ſtu 
cloſeſt to thy Boſom ; of thine Hunger and Thirſt 
after a comfortable Fruition of God, by 4 conſtant 
Purſuit, and Exerciſe of all Means and Opportuni- 
ties, of all his bleſſed Ordinances, appointed for 
Growth in Grace, and bringing us nearer unto 
Him; and by plying with thy beſt Endeavour, and 
utmoſt Ability, thoſe three glorious Works of 
Chriſtjanity ; 1. Preſervation of Purity in thine 
own Soul and Body : 2. Righteous Dealing with 
all thou haſt to do with: 3. Holy Carriage to- 
wards (30D in all religious —— I fay, if up- 
on thy Recovery, this be thy Courſe, ſuch Beha- 
viour will infallibly evidence thy happy Tranſlation 
from Death to Life, from the Vanity and Folly of 
Sin, into the Light and Liberty — God's Chil- 


dren. 
4 2. Say 


1 92 Inſtructions for comforting 


2. Say unto him: When once that bleſſed 
Fountain of Saving Blood is opened upon thy Soul, 
in the Side of the Son of Gop, by the Hand of 
Faith, then alſo muſt a Counter-ſpring of repen- 
tant Tears be open'd in thine humbled Heart, 
which muſt not be dried up untill = dying Day, 
This is my Meaning; (for every Chriſtian hath 
not Tears at Command. The Heart ſometimes 
may bleed, when the Eyes are dry.) Thou muſt 
be content to continue the Current of thy godly 
Sorrow upon thoſe Infirmities, Defects, Relapſes, 
Backflidings, which may accompany thy regene- 
rate State; even untill that Body of Sin be diſſoly- 
ed. As concerning thine old Sins, it is not enough 
that now the Horror of them has wrought upon 
thy Heart, ſome Softneſs and Remorſe: But thou 
muſt many a Time hereafter, in the extraordinary 
Exerciſes of renewed Repentance, preſs thy peni- 
tent Spirit to bleed afreſh within thee, and draw 
Water again out of the Bottom of thy broken Heart, 
with thoſe /ſrazlites, and pour it out before the LoRD, 
for thy never ſufficiently ſorrowed-for Abominati- 
ons, againſt ſo bleſſed and bountiful a Gop. 


| Now, the ſolemn Times and Occaſions, when 
we are called to this renew'd Repentance, are fuch 
as theſe: 1. When we are to perform ſome ſpecial 
Services unto God; becauſe then out of a godly 
Jealouſy we may fear, leſt the Light of his — 
tenance may not lie ſo open unto us, by Reaſon of 
the I ition of our former Sins. 2. When we 
feek for any ſpecial Bleſſing at God's Hand; be- 
cauſe then out of a gracious Fear we may ſuſpect, 
that our old Sins may intercept the ſweet and com- 
fortable Influences of the Throne of Grace. 3. 
In the Time of ſome Affliction, when upon 
a new Search, and ſtrict Examination of our Hearts 
and Lives, we humble ourſelves again inthe — 
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the Lok p, and mourn afreſh over him, whom we 
have pierced with our youthful Pollutions. 4. Af 
ter Relapſe into ſome old ſecret Luſt, or fall into 
ſome new Sin. 5. Above all, upon thoſe mighty 
Days of Humiliation by Prayer and Faſting, pub- 
lick or private, wherein God's People wreſtle with 
Gop by the Omni of Prayer, and work ſo 
Wonders from Time to Time. 6. Some 

there are alſo, who — ſome ſpecial Times 
to confer with Gop in ſecret, lay her before 
Him, the glorious Catalogue of the Riches of his 
Mercy, all his Favours, Preſervations, Deliver- 
ances, from their firſt Being, to that Time; and 
the abhorred Catalogue of all their Sins from Adam 
to that very Hour, Original, both imputed, and 
inherent; Actual, both before and ſince their Cal- 
ling: A ſerious Comparing of which two together, 
Sin more loathſome, and the Mercies of 

Gop more illuſtrious; and ſo proves effectual | 
Times to ſoften their Hearts, and fills their Souls 
with much joyful Sorrow, and humble Thank- 
fulneſs. U ſuch Occaſions as theſe, when 
thou art called to a more folemn and ſevere Re- 
view of thy old Sins, thou muſt renew this pre- 
ſent Repentance of thy New-birth, and make thine 
Heart break again. And fo often alſo, as thou 
lookeſt back upon them, thou muſt labour to abo- 
minate them, with more reſolute Averſion. Tho 
it may be, by the Mercies of Gop, they ſhall 
never be able to ſting thee again with guilty Har- 
ror; yet thou muſt {till endeavour to ſtrangle ut- 
terly thy former Delight in them, with more hear- 
ty Additions of ly Hatred; and to be more 
humbled for them until thy ending Hour. It is a 
very high Happineſs, to be able to back upon 
the choiceſt youthful Pleaſures and Pollutions, 
without either ſenſual Deli or laviſh Horror; 
Vor. VII. | | with 
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with fincere Hatred, holy Indignation, and hearty 
Movrning. ' | "= | | 


Also, for thoſe Sins, which hereafter the Re- 
belliouſneſs of thy Nature, and Violence of 'T'emp- 
tation may force upon thee; if thy Heart be now 
touched, thou ſhalt find much Neceſſity of con- 
tinuing thy-Repentance, ſo long as thy Life latts.y 
A ruinous Houſe muſt be ſtill in Repairing. Theſe 
Bodies of Death are naturally liable to ſo many 
Breaches, by the Aſſaults of original Sin, and other 
implacable Enemies, that chere is Need of perpetual 
Watch and Ward, Repenting and Repairing. When 
thou art in Company, ſolitary, buſied about thy par- 
ticular Calling, there may ſuddenly ariſe in thine 
Heart, ſome vain, unclean, revengeful Thought; 
in ſuch a Cafe, ejaculate preſently a penitent Sigh, 
and fervent Prayer for Pardon. In thy F amily, 
perhaps amongſt thy Children and Servants, 
Reaſon of ſome croſs Accident, thou mayſt br 
out into ſome unadviſed Speech; not without Dan- 
of hurting thoſe about thee: Get thee preſently 
mto thy Cloſet, throw thyſelf down with a truly- 
jeved, and humbled Soul, before the Throne of 
race, and riſe not until thou be reconciled unto 
thy Gop. If at any Time, (which Gop forbid) 
thou be overtaken with ſome more publick Sin, 
or dangerouſly haunted with ſome enormous ſecret 
Luft; 'appoiat for thyſelf a ſolemn Day of Humi- 
Hation;z and then cry unto the LorD, like a N. 
man in Travail; and give Him no Reſt, until He 
return unto thee with the wonted Favour of his 
Countenance. If Chriſtians would conſtantly ply 
this bleſſed Buſineſs of immediately riſing by Re- 
pentance, after every Relapſe, they ſhould find a P 
further Pleaſure in the Ways of Gop, than they c 
ever yet taſted. This Courſe continued, would 
help excellently, by the Bleſſing of Gop, to keep 
in 
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in their Boſoms that, which they much deſire, 
and often bewail, the Want of a chearful, bold, and 
heavenly Spirit. 


NEe1THER let any be troubled, becauſe I preſs 
the Exerciſe both of renewed and continued Re- 
pentance all our life; as though thereupon the 
Chriſtians Life might ſeem more. uncomfortable: 
For Sorrow-accarding to God, Evangelical Mourn- 
ing, is mingled. with Abundance of Spiritual Joy, 
which doth- infinitely ſurpaſs in Sweetneſs, all 
worldly Pleaſures and Delights of Senſe. .- Nay, 
whereas the Mirth of carnal Men is but a Flaſh of 
helliſh Folly; this is a very Glimpſe of heavenly 
Glory. Let me tell you again, how ſweetly and 
truly an excellent Divine ſpeaks of it: There 25, 
ſaith he, more Lightnejs of Heart, and true De- 
light in the Sorrow of the Sainte, than in the World's 
leudeft ' Laughter : Far . unſpeakable Fay it mungled 
with unutterable Groans, The antient Fathers are 
of the ſame: Mind: Godly Scrrow,  ſaith-Chryſoftemy 
is better than the Foy of the World. Even as the Jay 
1. the World is ever accompanied with Sorrow ; 

ears, | according to God, beget continual Delight: 
Again, ſuch a Man as this now (meaning him 
whoſe Heart is inflamed with heavenly Love) de- 
ſpifing all Things here belaw, doth perſevere in contts 
nua CompunttHon, pouring out Abundance of Trays 
every. Day, and taking thence a great deal of Pleas 
ſure. Let the Repentant, faith Auftin, be always 
ſerrotful fer Sin, and always rejoice ſor that Sor 


veto. 2 


Bu r here thou muſt beware of two dangerous Er. 
rors: 1. Either to conceive that a Man may not ad- 
mit of any Comfort, becauſe he {till finds in him- 
ſelf more Matter of Mourning, and Humiliation. 

| X. 2 298 
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2. Or to think ; when he hath once laid Hold on 
Chrift, that then he muſt mourn no more. 


1. Fox the firſt, know, That were our Head: 
Seas, and our Eyes Fountains of Tears; ſhould 
our Hearts fall aſunder into Drops of Blood, thro! 
Indignation againſt ourſelves for our I ranſgreſſi- 
ons; yet ſhould we come infinitely ſhort of the 
Sorrow, which our many and heinous Sins require, 
Therefore we cannot expect any ſuch Sorrow, or 
Weeping for our Sins, as thereby to win God's 
Favour. Such a Conceit were moſt abſurd, ſenſe- 
leſs, and ſinful, and would rather diſcover Pride, 
than true Humility. Had we a Thouſand Eyes, it 
were too little to weep them all out, for the very 
Vanity of that one ſinful Had we a 
Thouſand Hearts, and they ſhould all burſt with 
penitent Grief, it were immeaſurably, unconceiy- 
ably ſufficient. For were all this ſo, were it 
not this, but the Heart's Blood of 7% Chrift, 
could make the Father's Heart to yearn over us. 


- WarosveR therefore has to deal with a poor 
troudled Soul, ſorely cruſhed, under the Burden of 
his Sins, endleſly pleading againſt himſelf, out of a 
ſtrong Apprehenſion of his own Vileneſs and Un- 
worthineſs, putting- off all Comfort by his Miſ- 
i Conceit, that no Seas of Sorrow will ſerve the Turn 
to come comfortably unto Feſus Chrift : Let him 
preſs upon ſuch an one this true Principle: So ſoon 
es @ Man is heartily humbled for all his Sins, and ! 
weary of their Weight, though the Degree of his Ser-: 
row be not anſwerable to his Deſires, yet he ball mat | | 
certainly be welcome unto Jeſus Chriſt. | | 


Tr is not ſo much the Meaſure of our Sorrow, as . 
the Truth thereof which fits us for the Promiſes. of 
Mercy. Tho' I muſt ſay this alſo: He that * 
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be hath forrowed enough for his Sins, never forroawed 


Blood of Chrift, ſavingly applied to thine humbled 
Soul, muſt by no Means dry up thy Well-ſpring 
of Weeping, but only aſſwage and thy Fear. 
That precious Balm hath this heavenly Property 
and Power, that it rather melts; ſoftneth, and 
makes the Heart a' great deal more ripe for Weep- 
ing. If theſe be truly the Pangs of the New-birth, 
thou ſhalt find, that thy Cleaving with Aſſurance 
unto the LoD Feſus, will not fo much hinder or 
ceaſe thy Sorrow, as ſeaſon, and ſweeten it. If 
thou caft thine Eye with a believing Heart upon 
Him, whom thou haſt pierced with thy Sins (and 
thoſe Sins alone, are ſaid properly to have pierc- 
ed Chris, which at length were pardoned by 
his. Blood) thou canſt not poſſibly contain, but 
Love unto thy ecrucified LORD, and Senſe of 
Gop's Mercy, will make thee- weep again, and 
force thine Heart to burſt out abundantly into freſh 
and filial Tears. As David's Heart bled freſhly 
with repentant Sorrow, upon his Aſſurance by N- 
than of the Pardon of his Sin; Pſal. li. ſo thou 
canſt not chooſe, [but mourn more heartily and e- 
vangelically, in ſuch a Manner, as ſhall ſweetly per- 
petuate the Spring of thy godly: Sorrow. [ 


 TaKE therefore ſpecial Heed of theſe two 
Depths of the Devil, that I have now diſcloſed un- 
to thee; and with Regard to thy Soul, purſue the 
following Method. | 1 ww 


FixsT,. on the one Hand; when thou art truly 
wrought upon by the Miniſtry of the Word, Be- 
lieve the Prophets; thoſe Ones of a Thouſand, learn. 
ed in the right Handling of aſilicted Conkiences, 

313 R 3 and 


199 Infiruttions for comforting. 

and thou ſbalt proſper. As ſoon as thy Soul is 
ſoundly humbled for Sin, open it joyfully like the 
thirſty Ground, that the refreſhing Dew of the 
Goſpel may drop and diſtill upon it, as the ſmall 
Rain upon the parched Graſs. Otherwiſe; 


. Piovefibreft Diſhoacurto the Tendeniah es 


God's — is ever infinitely ready to bind. 


up a broken Heart. Conſider the Parableof the Pro- 
ai gal Son, Luke xv. He is ſaid to ge, but the Fa- 
ther to run. 8 


2. Thou mayſt, by thy heavy Heart, unnecef- 
farily diſable thy ſelf for the Duties of thy Calling. 


3. Tuov art extremely cruel to thine own Soul. 
For whereas it might now be filled with akable 
Foy; with Peace that paſſeth all Under/tanding ; 
with Evangelical Pleaſures, ſuch as neither Eye 
hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entred into 
the Heart of Man, by taking Chriſt; yet for all 
this, thou eſt out, forſakeſt thine own Com- 
— — lieſt ſtill upon the Rack of Doubt and 


Scoop, on the other Hand: When the An- 
guith of thy guilty Conſcience is allayed and ſup- 
plied with the Oil of Comfort; thou muſt not, ei- 
ther ſhut up thine Eyes from further Search into 
thy Sins, or dry them up from any more Mourn- 
ing. But Comfort of Remiſſion muſt ſerve as a 
precious Eye- ſalue, both to clear their Sight, that 
they may ſee more, and with more Deteſtation ; 
and to enlarge their Sluices, as it were, to pour 
out repentant Tears more plentifully. Thou muſi 
ſtill dive into that Body of Death thou beareſt a- 
bout thee, for the finding out as much Matter of 
found Humiliation as may be; that thou mayſt till 
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grow viler and viler in thine own Eyes, and be 
more and more humbled untill thy dying Day. 
But ſo, that as thou holdeſt out * 
Hand the clear Ch A — 
diſcover the Vileneſs and Variety of thy Sins; ſo 
thou hold out in the other Hand, the we o# — 
py = nb — and dying upon the C 
The one is Sovereign, to fave from 
i Stings of Conſcience: The other mingled 
with Faith, will ſerve as a quickning Preparative 
to keep in thy Boſom a ſoft, and Jowly _ 
which doth ever — fit, to live by Faith 
more wore — enj — — nearly, to 
eſus Chri bauer. and to for 
mes; Je — earneſtly a Word, — 
up thoſe Stairs 6F" Joy y,. which are prefd-upon us by 
the holy Prophet, P/al. xxxii. Be glad. — Nai 
and fbout' for Joy, all ye that e 


OssERvz here that Hy pocriſy may lurk in 
very goodly outward — and faireſt Proteſta · 
tions of earneſt Humiliation. I mean not only 
groſs Hypocriſy, whereby Men deceive others; but 
2 e whereby Men deceive theraſelves. 

or I make no Queſtion, but the Promiſes of A- 
mendment, which many make, when they are 
panting under ſome heavy Croſs, or grievous Sick- 
neſs, proceed from —— mean, 
ſpeak — think; and for the preſent, 
Performance ; who notwithſtanding, 
— amen unte the he ee: 


I-MENTION this Point, not to trouble any true 
Converts about the Truth of their Hearts in their 
Troubles of Conſcience: (TheirPrizing and Cleav- 


ing to the Lorp Feſus, — —— 
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and their preſent New-obedience make it evident; 
that they were ſavingly melted in the Furnace of 
their ſpiritual Afflictions.) But to terrify thoſe mi- 
ſerable Men, who, having taſted the Torture of a 
wounded Conſcience, dare upon any Terms look 
back, and again commit thoſe Sins, which have 
already ſtung their Hearts with the very Terrors 
of Hell: Or rather at this Time, to teach the af. 
flicted in Conſcience, that when the rich Trea- 
ſures of Gop's free Mercy, and the wnſearchable 
Riches of Chriſt are opened, he drink not ſo indiſ- 
creetly, as to fall into a Surfeit of Security. But to 
revent Miſcarriage, in a Matter of ſo unvaluable 
—— let him rather mingle Motives to Hu- 
miliation with his Medicine of Mercy. Let him 
fear and attend his own deceitful Heart, with a 
narrow Watch, and a very jealous Eye. Other- 
wiſe: that falſe Heart may prove a Depth, to drown 
his Soul in the Pit of endleſs Perdition. For in 
Time of Extremity, eſpecially of Conſcience, it 
may ſeem pliable, and promiſe fair; and yet when 
it comes to perform, either impudently wallows 
again in open Wickedneſs, or reſts- only in a Form 
of. Gidlineſs. el reg or 


eq 1 


- SINCE thou art now turning unto Gon, 
giving up thy Name unto Chriſi, conſider ſeriouſ- 
what thou undertakeſt, and caſt deliberately be- 
chand, what it is like to coſt thee. Thou muſt 
make an Account to become the Druntard's Song, 
and to have thoſe that ſit in the Gate to ſpeak againſt 
thee; the vileſt of Men to rail upon thee, and the 
wiſeſt of the World to laugh at thee. Thou muſt 
be content to live a deſpiſed Man; to be ſcoff d at; 
tobe hated of all Men; to cruciſy the Fleſh, with 
the Aﬀettions and Lufts; to look upon the World, 
ſet out in the gaudieſt Manner, with all her Baits 
of Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, as upon an us- 
| ſavoury; 
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ſavoury, rotten Carrion: Thou and the World 
muſt be as two dead Carcaſſes upon one Bier, with- 
out any mutual Commerce, or Intercourſe; Strang- 
ers and ſtark dead one unto another: For keeping 
a good Conſcience, thou muſt deny thyſelf, thy 
worldly Wiſdom, carnal Reaſon, corrupt - 
tions; thy Acceptation with the World, Credit and 
Applauſe; thy Paſſions, Profit, Pleaſures, Poſſibi- 
lity of growing great; thy neareſt Friends, Eaſe, 
Liberty, Life itſelf. Thou muſt reſolve upon this, 
or thou wilt never be able to hold out in thy ſpi- 
ritual Building, or conquer in the Chriſtian War- 
fare. | 


Mary Profeſſors have been affrighted with this 
Counſel of leaving all for Chrif?, and proving Cow- 
— have turned back; but be not thou diſhearten d: 

or thou ſhalt be no Loſer, but a Gainer thereby. 
Beſides eternal Life in he e ts come, thou ſhalt 
receive an hundred Fold now in this Time, as Ghrif 
Himſelf tells thee, Mari x. 30. If thou part with 
worldly Joys, thou ſhalt have Quiet in the Hey 
Chefs ſpiritual Joy, unſpeakable and glorious, neat» 
er Familiarity with Gop, dearer Communion with 
245 Chriſt: To which the Pleaſures of ten thou» 
Worlds, were but Pain. If thou loſe thine 
Huſband; He that made thee, will be in his Stead. 
Thy Maker is thine Huſband, the LoxD of Hefts is 
his Name. If thou loſe thy Father; the All- ſuffici- 
ent JEHOVAH, bleſſed forever, uull pity thee, as a 
Father piticth his Children. If thou loſe thy Friends, 
thou ſhalt have the Excellent upon to love 
thee dearly, and pray heartily for thee. In aWord, 
If thou loſe all for Chriff's Sake, He will be unto 
thee All in All. And in Him all Things ſhall be 
thine in a far more ſweet and eminent Manner. 
All Things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the World, or Life, or Death, or Things 


pre- 
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preſent, or Things to come; All are yours, and ye art 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. 24.9 


Now, when the ſpiritual Phyſician ſhall ſee. the 
Soil of his Patient's Heart well ſoften'd with Sor- 
row for Sin, comfortably warmed with refreſhing 
Beams of Favour from the Face of Chri/?, and fo 
ſeaſonably fitted, to enter a Chriſtian Courſe, and 
to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance; let him 
throw in timely Seeds of Zeal, undaunted Cou- 
rage, and unſhaken Reſolution about the Affair 
of Heaven; that it may be preſerved free from the 
rank and flouriſhing but fruitleſs Weed of For- 
mality and Lukewarmneſs. Which peſtilent Can- 
ker, if it once take Root in the Heart, will never 
ſuffer the Flowers of ſaving Grace, to grow by 
it. For as a loathſome Vomit is to the Sto- 
mach of Him that caſts it out; ſo are lukewarm 
Profeſſors to the LoR D JEsUs, Rev. iii. 16. 
I marvel many Times what ſuch Men mean, thus 
to uſe the mighty LoxD of Heaven and Earth, 
He offers to us in the Miniſtry, His own bleſled 
Son to be our dear, and everlaſting Huſband; his 
Perſon with all the royal Endowments thereof, to 
be enjoy'd through al Eternity. Do you think 
it then likely, that He will accept at our Hands an 
heartleſs, formal Outwardneſs; a cold, rotten Car- 
caſe of Religion? That we ſhould ſerve ourſelves 
in the firſt Place, and Him in the Second? That 
we ſhould ſpend the Flower of our Loves, Joys, 
Services, upon ſome abominable Boſom-Sin, and 
give the everlaſting Gop, only ſome outward reli- 
gious Forms? And thoſe alſo ſo far only, as they 
hurt not our __— Happineſs, but may conſiſt 
with the entire Enjoyment of ſome inordinate 
Luft, Pleaſure, Profit or Preferment? My Coun- 


ſe] therefore is; when the ſpiritual Patient hath 
paſſed the tempeſtuous Sea of a troubled 3 
- an 
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and is now taking a new Courſe, that by all Means 
he take Heed, not to ſplit upon this Rock. 


IV. Tno' it be an ordinary, yet it is a danger- 
ous Error. to conceive, that all is ended, when the 
afflicted Party is mended ; and hath received Eaſe 
and E ment from the terrible Preſſures of his 
troubled Conſcience. If upon Recovery out of 
Trouble, there follow not a continued Exerciſe of 
Repentance; an univerſal Change in every Part, 
both of Soul and Body; an Hatred and Oppoſition 
againſt all Sin; a Delight in the Word, Ways, 
Sabbaths, and Saints of Gop; a: conſtant Endea- 
vour to make good the Promiſes made in Time of 
Terror; In a Word, if there follow not a new 
Life; 7 all Things do not become new, all is to no 
Purpoſe in the Point of Salvation. 7 | ; 


THEy are then miſerable Comforters 3 Phyſici- 
ans of no Value, who think if they can any Ways 
{till the Cries of a guilty Conſcience, they have 
done a worthy Work; tho? after their Dawbing, 
there be Nothing left behind, but a ſenſeleſs Scar. 


I FEAR many poor Souls: are fearfully deluded, 
who being recovered out of Terrors of Conſcience 
too ſuddenly, unſeaſonably, or one Way or other 
unſoundly, : concave preſently, they are truly con- 
verted ; though taſterward they are the very ſame 
Men they were before; or at beſt, bleſs themſelves 
in the ſeeming Happineſs of an half Converſion. 


For æ more full Diſcovery. of this Miſchief, let 
me acquaint you with four or five Paſſages out of 
Pangs of Conſcience, which {till lead a Man amiſs; 
and for all the Smart of a wounded. Spirit, drown 
_ in the Works of Darkneſs, and Ways of 

cath. ; 


1. Sour 
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1. SOME, when by the piercing Power of the 
Law, their Conſciences are preſt with the intole- 
rable Weight of their Sins, with unſpeakable Rage 
and Horror, fall into the moſt abhorred, and irre- 
coverable Dungeon of Deſpair. The Flames of 
eternal Fire ſeize upon them, even in this Life; 
they are in Hell upon Earth, and damned, as it 
were, above-ground. | | 


2. Orners there are, who finding their Sins 
diſcovered, and their Conſciences wounded by the 
Word ; and now feeling Sadneſs, Terrors, Perplex- 
ity and Anxiety of Spirit _—_y upon them, have 
ſpeedy Recourſe to outward Mirth, carnal Con- in 
tentments, and ſuch other miſerable Comforters. I Hot 
They ſuppoſe, that theſe Pangs that are now upon 
them, are Nothing but Fits of Melancholy, or un- iſ ©./ 
ſeaſonable Effects of ſome Puritanical Miniſiry, and ill * 
dangerous Temptations to Deſpair. And thereſore — f 
they get out of them as faſt as they can, by poſt- Le. 
ing is worldly Pleaſures, 3 Viſa, and 
Entertainments. Thus I know not, whether with 
more Sin or Folly, they endeavour to come to them- n 
ſelves again by Means, wherein they are not unlike 
the bloody If aches: Thoſe while they burnt their . 2 
Children in Sacrifice to Moloch, filled their Ears the 
with Noiſe of Inſtruments, leſt by the Cries of their 
Babes, they ſhould be moved to Pity: So theſe 
Men of Pleaſure and Perdition, ſeek to ſtop the 
ilty Clamours of their vexed Conſciences with the 
forts of this Life, and ſenſual Joy, while their 
Souls are facrificing to Satan, left by liſtening to 
their Cries, they ſhould be ſtirred up to take Com- 
paſſion of their own immortal Souls. But alas! tho 
earthly Pleaſures may give Eaſe for the preſent, aſ- 
ſuredly they will afterwards kindle ſuch a Fire in 
the Bowels of theſe miſerable Men, that will burn 
even to the Bottom of Hell. He that goes about v 

: to 
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to cure the Wound of his Conſcience with ſenſual - 
Delight, is as if, to help the Tooth-ach, he ſhould 
knock out his Brains; as if in Extremity of Thirſt, 
he ſhould drink rank Poiſon to quench it; or prop 
up his falling Roof with burning Fire-brands. 


I xNow full well, Satan doth much applaud this 
peſtilent Courſe of theirs; and therefore he helps 
forward this accurſed Buſineſs all he can, of baniſh- 
ing Trouble for Sin with worldly Toys. And or- 
dinarily he proceeds thus : bg 


1. IN the firſt Place, he labours to detain Men 
in that Heighth of Hard-heartedneſs, that they may 
not be moved at all with the Miniſtry, or ſuffer 
the Sword of the Spirit to pierce. And then, like 
a flrong Man armed, he poſſeſſeth their Bodies and 
Souls, which are his Palace, with much Peace; and 
diſpoſeth them wholly in any helliſh Service at his 
Pleaſure. "Thus he prevails with a World of Men 
amongſt us. They hear Sermon after Sermon, and 
yet are no more ſtirr'd, than the very Seats where- 
on they fit, or the Pillars whereon they lean. © 


2. Bur if it fall out ſo by God's Bleſſing, that 
the Word once begin to get within a Man, and to 
work Terror and Trouble of Mind for Sin; fo that 
he ſees him grow ſenſible of his Slavery, and like 
enough to break the Priſon, and be gone; then. 
doth he ſeriouſly obſerve which Way the Party in- 
clines, and how he may be moſt eaſily diverted. | 


FirsT, if he find him to have been an horrible 
Sinner, of a ſad Diſpoſition, or much afflicted with 
outward Croſſes; he then lays Load upon his af- 
frighted Soul, that, if it be poſſible, he may drive 
him to Deſpair. | 
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' SECONDLY, but if he perceive him not to have 
been guilty of any notorious Sins, and to be of a 
cheertul Conſtitution, and that he is ſtriving to dif. 
entangle himſelf outof theſe Terrors, and toenjoy his 
former Delights, and Companions, then he is read 
to follow and feed his Humour this Way ; that fo he 


may ſtifle the Work of the Spirit of Bondage in 


the very Beginning. And to this End he blunts, 
with all the Cunning he can, the Sting of a Man's 
_ own Conſcience, and quite removes his own : He 

procures and offers al] Occaſions of outward Con- 
tentment : He furniſhes his Fellows in Iniquity 
with pernicious Eloquence, and Store of Entice- 
ments, to bring him back to their Courſes : He 
miniſters his own delicious Potions of carnal Plea- 
ſure, to caſt his Conſcience aſleep again: In brief, 
he leaves no Practice unaſſayed, to make the Power 
of the Law unprofitable unto him. And thus the 
wretched Man, flying to hyman Helps, to worldly 
Wiſdom, to Mirth, Good-fellowſhip, Company, 
Riches, Paſtures, Paſtimes ; nay, even to Drink 
ing, Dancing, Maſking, Revelling, Rearing, and 
other ſuch raging Fooleries, gets rid of thoſe Pangs 
of Conſcience, which began to interrupt his Quiet. 


3. SOME there are, who paſs out of Trouble 
of Mind for Sin, into a Kind of artificial and 
counterfeit Peace of Conſcience. I mean thus; 
when a Man, wounded by the Power of the Word, 
but weary of the Wound, impatient of ſpiritual 
Heavineſs, reſolved obſtinately againſt the holy 
Severities of Repentance, Mortification, and Walk- 
ing with Gop; and withal meeting with ſome 
wretched Dawber with untemper'd Mortar, who 
is very ready to heal his Heart with ſiueet Words, 
ſaying: Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace; 
ſnatches Hold of Comfort, and applies the Pro- 
miſes of Mercy and Salvation, before they belong 

unte 
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unto him; before he be ſearched to the Quick, 
ſounded to the Bottom, and ſoundly humbled; 


before the Spirit of Bondaze hath had its perfect 
Work, and he is truly fitted for Feſus Chri/t. 


- Taess uſually lay Hold on ſome ſuch Text as 
this: Come unto Me all ye that labour, and are beavy 
laden, and I will give you Reft, Matt. xi. 28. Vea, 
but they are not weary of their Sins, but only trou- 
bled with the preſent Terror; nor willing to le 
upon them the Yoke of Chriſt. Well enough con- 
tent they are to take Him as a Saviour to preſerve 
them from Hell, but not as a Lorp, a King, and 
an Huſband, to erve, obey, and love Him. , 


AGAIN they make this Scripture 2 Hold: 
Wheſoever ſhall call upon the Name of the Lok Dy 
Hall be ſaved, Rom. x. 13. Yea, but _— do not 
conſider, That many alſo ſhall cry Loxp! 
and yet be excluded from — Bis, and there- 
fore all that call ſavingly upon the Name « Chriſt, 


muſt depart from Iniquity : but they upon Recovery, 
wil by no Means N from their darling Delight. 


SOMETIMES they footh themſelves with this 
Word He that believeth on the Son, bath everlaſiing 
Life, John iii. 36. Vea, but juſtifying Faith — | 
the Heart, As xv. . fills it with dear Affections 
unto heavenly Things, deadens it to the World, 8 
divorces it quite from all former carnal Pleaſures. 


Ox this: / will give to Him that is athirf, of 
the Water of Life, Frech, Rev. xxi. 6. Vea, but 
they thirſt only for Salvation, not for Sanctiiea- 
tion; for Mercy, not for Grace; for ne | 
not for Holineſs. | wy” 
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Task Men, as well as the ſecond Sort, will 
by no Means gothrough the Pangs of the New-birth 
into the holy Path. They wickedly miſconceive 
(out of the Principles of their own Wiſdom, Pre- 
judice againſt the Power of Godlineſs, and peſti- 

t Perſwaſions of Pillatſetuers under their E. 
bows) that in fo doing, they ſhall be utterly un- 
done, and never have a good Day afterward : But 
(to ſpeak in their own Language) fall preſently into 
the Hands of the Puritans, into Preciſeneſs, Sow- 
erneſs, Unſociableneſs, and Melancholy: There- 
fore, upon the firſt Fright, and feeling the Smart 
of a confuſed Remorſe and Horror for Sin, with- 
out any thorough Search into their Hearts or Lives; 
without ſuffering the Spirit of Bondage, to drive 
them to Chriſt, and a caution t {ell al; they 

ty, over Head, apply all the gracious 
romiſes to their unhumbled Souls ; and think they 
are juſtified by an heartleſs Notion, which they 
call Faith. And fo reſting in a Perſwaſion, that 
they are true Converts, ordinarily turn Carnal 


Profeſſors. 

Now, theſe Carnal — wh are a Kind of Peo- 

e, who have no more ſpiritual Life, than a dead 

aith can infuſe into them: No more Comfort in 
the Communion of Saints, than an outward Cor- 
reſpondence in Profeflion: No more Right to Hea- 
ven, than a bold preſumptuous Confidence, built 
upon their own Fancy, and Satan's lying Suggeſ- 
tion, can give them. Their Sorrow for Sin at 
the moſt, is no more, than a icting their Soul; 


for a Day, and bowing doum their Heads like @ Bul- 


rafh, without looſing the Bands of 8 or 
departing from Iniquity. Their Converſion is 
nothing, but a Paſſage from a confuſed Appre- 
henſion of Sin, to a general Application of Chri/?. 
Their New-obedience conſiſts only in a _ 
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Conformity to outward Exerciſes” of Religion; 
without all true Zeal, Life, Heartineſs, Holineſs 
or indeed honeſt Dealing with their Brethren. 
But let theſe Men know, that Chriſt never par- 
doned any Man, whoſe Spirit He did not purge 
from Guile. It never faves any one from Hell, 
whom it doth- not firſt ſeaſon with Holineſs and 
heavenly Life. In vain do they build Comfort 
upon his Paſſion, who do not conform to his Mord. 


Max v unfaithful Men in the Miniſtry, both in 
their publick Teaching, and private Viſitations of 
the Sick, have much to anſwer for in this Point : 
Who for Want of Skill in that hi Art of Sav- 
ing Souls, of Familiarity with Gop, and ſecret 
orkings of his Spirit, many Times concur with 
ſuch miſerable Men, in ſtifling the very firſt Stir- 
rings of Remorſe, by healing the Wounds of their 
Conſcience with ſweet Words, before they be 
ſearched and ſounded to the Bottom; and an un- 
ſcaſonable Heaping of Comfort there, where as yet 
a good Ground-work of true Humiliation is not 
ſoundly laid: 


AmoNnGsT the many important Paſſages of our 
miniſterial Employments, I fear this weighty At- 
| fair of viſiting the Sick, is paſſed over allo with 
much Ignorance, Slightneſs and Neglect. It is 
incredible to conſider, how fearfully many offend, 
and what a Deal of Hurt they do, by obſerving 
one plodding general Form, and that a poor one 
too, towards all Patients promiſcuouſly; without 
any judicious Diſcretion in diſtinguiſhing te Va- 
riety of ſpiritual States, the different Degrees of 
Unregenerateneſs, or former Courſes of Life. Com- 
monly their Carriage in ſuch Caſes is the ſame to 
the notorious Sinner, and the meer civil Man; the 
formal Proſeſſor and Backſlider; the Weak and 
| 8 3 Strong; 
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Strong; the tempted and untempted Chriſtian. If 
they but hear from the fick Man a general Ac- 
knowledgement of his Sins, formal Cries for Mer- 
cy and Pardon, Defires to die the Death of the Righ- 
teous ; they will preſently tell him, All is well. 
Many a T ime ſuch Fellows as theſe diſcharge their 
Common-Place-Books of all the Places of Mercy and 
Comfort upon thoſe Men, who were never ac- 
quainted with the Ways of Gop in their Life- 
time, nor with the Truth of their Humiliation, 
or tfuly with the great Work of Repentance upon 
their Beds of Death. 


Tux Paſſages paſt do all miſlead Men into By- 
paths: But there is one bleſſed Way, beſides all 
theſe, though it be a narrow One, which conducts 
directly out of a natural State, through the Pangs 
of the New-birth, into the Paradiſe of Grace. This 
neither plunges a Man into the Pit of Deſpair, nor 
miſguides him into the Fool's Paradiſe, nor paci- 
hes unſeaſonably with counterfeit Peace; nor leaves 
in the deceiving Forms of an unfound Converſion; 
but conveys him by an univerſal, ſincere, thorough 


Change into the Holy Path; And that by ſuch De- 


grees as theſe: 


1. Tux firſt is, Conviction of Conſcience, ter- 
riſying the Heart with a Sight, Senſe and Horror of 
din. The firſt Work of the Spirit, Jans xvi. 8. is 
to cenvince of Sin; which preſuppoſeth Illumina- 
tion, and produceth Terror. "The Spirit of Bond- 
age muſt be firſt ſet on Work, to ſhew us our ſpi- 
ritual Miſery. 


2. In the ſecond Place, the Perſon fo convinced, 
comes unto the Miniſters of Gop, in the fame 
Mind, that Peter's Hearers did, Acts ii. 37. havin 
his Heart pricked and rent in Pieces with 


Terror, crying: Mer and Brethren what tall we 


Wegner 
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de? And here the Miniſters of Gon have a ſtrong 
and ſeaſonable Call to ſet forth the Heighth, the Ex- 
cellency, the Amiableneſs, and — of Fe- 
ſus Chrift; to magnify the Unread. and 
Sweetneſs of his Perſon, Paſſion and Promiſes. No 
Sin of ſo deep a Die, be it Scarlet or Crimſon, but 
his precious Blood can waſh it out. No Heart fa 
dark or heavy, but one Beam from his Face can 
fill it full of ſpiritual Glory. No Man fo miſera · 
ble, but, if he will go out of himſelf and the De- 
vil's Slavery, he advance him without Maney 
and without Price, from Depth of Horror to 
Heighth of Happineſs. 


3. BeixG trul informed in the Myſtery and 
Mercy of the |, the poor wounded and weary 
Soul begins to be deeply enamoured with Jeſus 
Chrift, as the only Jewel and Joy of his Heart; 
without which he hath been heretofore, a dead 
Man, and ſhall hereafter be a damned Mifcreant g 
to preferr and prize him far above the Pleaſures, 
Riches and Glory of the whole Earth ; to ſet his 
Eye and Longing ſo upon him, as to hold himlelf 
loſt forever without his Love: Nay, in the Caſe 
he now ſtands, he is willing to paſs through Hell, 
if Need were, to ſuch a heavenly Phyfician; in 
whoſe bleſſed Perſon alone, all the Riches of Mer · 
cy, Compaſſion, and Comfort are to be found. So 
that now the Current of his beſt Affections, and 
all the Powers of his humbled Soul are wholly di- 
rected toward Him; to whom the nearer he draws, 
the more heartily it grieves him, that ever he pierc- 
ed ſo dear a Saviour, with ſuch a loathſome Life, 
and fo many abominable, and now moſt abhorred 
Provocations. 
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compaſs it. Oh! what would he now give for it? 


The Command of ten Thouſand Worlds would be 
in his Conceit, but as Duſt in the Ballance, laid 
in the Scale againſt Ze/us Ohe it. But theſe Things 
are not required at his Hands. At laſt, he happily 
hits upon that, which Go would have him: He 
even reſolves to fell all that he bath; to part with 
all Sin, though it ſhould be as dear as a Right Eye 
or Right Hand. 


5. FIFTHLY, to the Party thus afflicted, all the 


Promiſes in God's bleſſed Book offer themſelves, 
as ſo many Rocks of Eternity, for his wearied 
Soul, toſſed with Tempeſt, ſweetly to reſt upon. 
Gop, the Father runs, if I may fo fay, as the 
Father in the Goſpel, to fall upon its Neck, and 
to kiſs it with the Kiſſes of his ſweeteſt Mercy, 
Feſus Chrift opens Himſelf, as it were, upon the 

roſs, to receive it ciouſly into his bleeding 
Wounds; all which, He beholding with a fpiritu- 
ally enlightned Eye, cannot chooſe but ſeal unto 
them, that they are true: And fo by the Help of 
the Holy Ghoſt, caſts himſelf with all the Strength 
he can, into his bleſſed Boſom; ſaying ſecretly to 
himſelf; Come Life, come Death, come Heaven, 
ceme Hell, here will I flick forever. And if ever I 
periſh, they ſhall pluck me out of the Hands, and rent 

me from between the Arms of this mighty and glorious 
Redeemer. | 


6. AND having now taken Chriſt, as a Saviour 
to free him from the Miſeries of Sin, he is willing al- 
ſo to take Him as a Lord, Huſband, and King; 
to ſerve, Jove, and obey Him. For every one that 
is truly Chriſi's, doth as well thirſt heartily, and 
ſincerely endeavour after Mortification, Purity, 
New-dbetionce, Ability to do, or ſuffer any Thing 
for Chri/t, as for Pardon of Sin, and Salvation 
l | | from 


2 
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from Hell. And therefore he willingly takes upon 
him his Yoke; which tho' ſo called, yet is ** 
light; enters in earneſt into the narrow May: Gives 
up all his Abilities, Loves, Joys, Endeayours, Per- 
formances in any Kind, to the Higheſt Majeſty ; 
and conſecrates all the Powers of his Body and 
Soul, to do Him the beſt Service he can unto his 
dying Day, and till grieves and walks more hum- 
bly, becauſe he can do no better. For when he caſts 
his Eyes upon Gop, the Father's free Love, and 
Chrift's deareſt Paſſion, he thinks, that if he were 
able to do Him as much Service, as all the Saints 
do, both in this and the Church above, with Ad- 
dition of all Angelical Obedience, it were all inſi- 
nitely leſs than Nothing towards the Di of 
his Debt, and incomprehenſible, everlaſting Obli- 

7. AND being thus incorporated into Qriſs, he 
preſently aſſociates himſelf to the Brother-hoog, to 
the Sect, that is every where ſpoken again. He 
now begins to delight himſelf in them, whom hi 
heartily hated before; I mean the People of Gp, 
Profeſſors of the Truth and Power of Religion, re- 
ſolving to live and die with theſe neglected happy 
Ones, in all fair and faithful Correſpondence, ſweet- 
eſt Offices of Chriſtianity, and conſtant Cleaving 
to the LoD Feſus, and his glorious Cauſe. In the 
mean Time, he makes Conſcience of ſympathia- 
ing, both with their Felicities and Miſeries. His 
Heart is enlarged with Lightſomneſs, or eclipſed 
with Grief, as he hears of the Proſperity or Op- 


preſſion of Gop's People. I the rather here men- 
tion this Mark of the true Convert, becauſe it is 
ſo much required; nay, infinitely exacted at our 
Hands, in theſe heavy Times of the Church. And 
therefore may be to every one of us an evident 


Touck- 
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Touch-ſtone, to try whether out Profeſſion be Vi- 
tal or Formal. FX 


8. By this Time he is become «he Druntard's 
Song, Table-talk to thoſe that fit in the Gate, Mu- 
fick to great Men at their F a By-word to the 
Children of Fools. And what then? Even thus they 
dealt with David, Fob, and Jeremiah. Nay, they 
told the Son oF Gop Himſelf, that He was a 
Samaritan, and had a Devil. What Man then, 
that looks to be faved, will look for Exemption ? 
Efpecially, fince all thoſe Contumelies, Contempts, 
and Nick-Names with which lewd Tongues load 
the Saints of Gop, are ſo many honourable Badges 
of their ſtanding on the Lox o's Side. 


Tuus much of the Theory, as it were, I come 
now to the Practic Part: To a particular Applica- 
tion of ſome ſovereign Antidotes, to the moſt grie- 
vous, ordinary Maladies, incident to the Souls of 


Bor firſt, I would adviſe thee to conſider, the 
Name of the Loxp, which he proclaims, £Ex:d. 
XXXIiv. ©, 7. wherein he firſt expreſſeth his Eſſence 
in one Word: TRE LORD, THERE Lord. Which 
Ingemination is effectual to ſtir up Moſes's Atten- 
tion. Secondly, three Attributes: Firſt, his.Power, 
in one Word, Strong + Secondly, his Juſtice, in 
two Forms of Speech: not making the Wicked inno- 
cent; viſiting the Iniquities of the Fathers upon the 
Children, and upon the Childrens Children, unto the 
Third and Fourth Generaiion : Thirdly, his ſpecial 
Goodneſs towards repentant, and believing Sinners, 
in ſeven Particulars : 1. Merciful; and 2. Gracious ; 
3. Long-ſuffering ; 4. and abundant in Goodneſs; and 
5. Truth; 6. Keeping Mercy for Thouſands ;' 7. Fer- 
giving Iniguity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin. In _ 

cre 
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there are implied unanſwerable Replies to all the 
Scruples, Doubts, Exceptions and ObjeQtions, which 
may ariſe in a troubled Soul, | 


1. Tnov ſayeſt, perhaps, that thou art plunged. 
into the Depth of ſpiritual Miſery, both in Reſpect 
of Sinfulneſs and Curſedneſs : Ihe preſent Senſe 
whereof is ready to drive thee into Deſpair. Be it ſo. 
Then caſt thine Eye opon the firſt and faireſt Flow- 
er in this glorious Garden of Divine Goodneſs, and 
thou ſhalt find a far greater Depth of Mercy, ready: 
to ſwallow up thy Depth of Miſery. The Mercy 
of GoD and Miſery in this Kind, are Relatives: 
No Miſery, no Mercy; much Miſery, much Mer- 
cy; tranſcendent Miſery, tranſcendent Mercy. The 
only Difference is, the Mercy of Gop is infinite, 
thy Miſery, finite. And therefore, how much ſpi- 
ritual Miſery ſoever thou bringeſt in a broken Heart 
to the Throne of Grace, God's bountiful Hand will 
weigh out to thee a proportionable Meaſure of Mer- 
cy; nay, a Meaſure without Meaſure, ſuper-abun- 
dant, ar over. For where Miſery in a truly 


humbled Soul aboundeth, there Mercy doth much 
more abound. | 


2. Ox ſuppoſe, that at thy firſt Turning unto 
God, though truly humbled, yet thou art tempted, 
not to take Chri/t ; becauſe thou art but now come 
out of Hell, and horrible Courſes, and haſt no good 
Thing in thee at all: Or after ſome Progreſs in 
Chriſtianity, reflecting in Time of Temptation up- 
on thy whole Carriage, ſince Converſion; and find- 
ing it to have been fo fruitleſs, and full of Failings, 
thou concludeſt thyſelf to be extremely vile; that 
no Profeſſor upon Earth walks ſo unworthily; and 
if Miniſters knew thy Heart, and weak Performance 
of holy Duties, they would not be fo forward to 
prels ort upon thee ; I ſay, in theſe Caſes, it 

| 1S 
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is a great Happineſs, that the mighty LoRD of Hea- 
ven and Earth hath proclaimed Himſelf to be Gra- 
ciaus; which imports thus much: To pour out Abun« 
dance of extraordinary Bounty, upon a moſt undeſerv- 
ing Party: To place deareſt Affection and Defire 
of doing Good there, where there is no Deſert at 
all. Therefore, bring unto the Throne of Grace, 
but a true Senſe of thy Miſery, a ſincere Thirſt for 
Mercy, an humble Acknowledgment of thine Un- 
worthineſs, and Gop, for Chri/t*s Sake, will think 
thee worthy the Riches of his Grace, the Righteouſ- 
neſs of his Son; all the Promiſes in his Book, all 
the Comforts of his Spirit, a Crown of Immortali 

and Bliſs: For He is Gracious; and an univerſal, 
glorious Confluence of Bleſſedneſs in all Kinds, is 


promiled to Poverty in Spirit. 


3. Bur alas! I, faith another, have moſt wretch- 
edly mis-ſpent the Flower of mine Age in Vanity: 
The beſt of my Time hath been ed in Satan's 
Service, and ſenſual Serving myſelf : And therefore, 
tho I be now weary of my former Ways, and look 
back upon them with a grieved Spirit; yet I am a- 
fraid, Gop hath given over looking after me; that 
his Patience towards me is expired; and that He 
will not vouchſafe to caſt his Eye of Compaſſion up- 
on one ſo over-grown with Corruption, and grown 
old in Sin; eſpecially, having ſo long negle#ted /o 
great Saluation, forſaken mine own Mercy, and fo un- 
thankfully deſpiſed the Riches of his Goodneſs and For- 
bearance, leading me to Repentance. I confels, it is 
rare, to ſee Men grown old in Sin, to return, and 
give Way to any ſaving Work of Grace; yet not- 
withſtanding, be thou afured, if now at length thou 
be truly touched, and wilt come in in earneſt, the 
Father of Mercies will receive thee freely to Mercy, 
and embrace thy bleeding Soul in the Arms of his 


. everlaiting Love. For it is a Title of higheſt Ho- 
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nour unto Him, to be Jong-/uffering. He all this 
while waited, that He might be gracious unto thee; 
and now undoubtedly, upon thy furſt Reſolution to 
return in Truth, He will meet thee with infinitely 
more Affection, than the Father in the Goſpel, his 
Prodigal; who, when he was a great Way off, ſaw 
him, and had Compaſſion, and ran, and fall on his 
Neck, and tifſed him. . 


4. YEA, but faith another, Tho' I have been a 
Profeſſor long, yet many Times my Heart is heavy, 
and more loth to believe, when I ſeriouſly call to 
Mind, the Heinouſneſs of my unregenerate Time; 
and ſee in myſelf beſides, ſince I was enlighten d, 
ſo many Defects and Imperfections every Day; and 
ſuch weak, diſtracted Diſcharging of commanded 
Duties, both to Gop and Man. "Take then Coun- 
ſel and Comfort in this Caſe, by caſting thine E 
upon God's Kindneſs : He is abundant in Kindneſs : 
which hath theſe precious Properties : Furſt, 
To be eaſily intreated : Secondly, Lo be intreated 
for the Greateſt: Thirdly, To paſs by invol 
Infirmities: Fourthly, To accept graciouſly w 
Services. Even a frail Man, if of a more noble, 
generous, .and kind Diſpoſition, will be ap- 
peaſed for unpurpoſed Offences, and Over-ſights; 
and well pleaſed with the Good-will, ſincere En- 


deavours, and Utmoſt, eſpecially, of thoſe whom he 
knows to be true-hearted unto him; and deſire 


heartily, if they were able, to do all he deſires, even 
to the Heighth of Exactneſs and Expectation: How 
much more then, will our heavenly Father deal with 
his Children, who is in Himſelf eſſentially and in- 
lnoitely Kind ? | 

5. YEA, but ſayſt thou, Many Times when I 


reach out the Hand of my Faith, to fetch ſome ſpe- 
cial Promiſe into my Soul for Refreſhing and Com- 


' Vor. VIII. | | T | fort; , 
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fort; and weighing them well, and comparing my own 
Worthleflneſs and Vileneſs, with the Riches of Mer- 
85 Grace and Glory ſhining in it; and marking the 

iſproportion, I am overwhelmed with Admi. 
ration and Aftoniſhment ; and to tell you truly, 
fay ſometimes to my ſelf : © Is it poſſible, that this 
ſhould be ſo?” That fo glorious Things ſhould be- 
long to ſuch a Wretc has I am?” But turning thine 
Eye from a diſtruſtful Dwelling upon thine own 
Deſert, to what Chriſt hath done for thee, and to 
the Almightineſs and All-mercifulneſs of Him that 
promiſeth; conſider withal, that God is alſo abun- 
dant in Truth. Every Promiſe in his Book, is as 
ſure as Himſelf, ſealed with his Son's Blood, and 
confirmed with his own Oath. He muſt ſooner 
ceaſe to be Gop, and deny Himſelf, than fail in 
the leaſt Circumſtance, or Syllable of his immea- 
ſurable Love and Promiſes of Life, to any one 
that is true of Heart. And therefore, when thy 
thirſty Soul makes towards the Well of Life, by 
Virtue of that Promiſe; Rev. xxi. 6. I will give 
to him that is athirſt, of the Water of Life frech; 
and upon Survey of the overflowing Rivers of Plea- 
ſures, which ſpring thence, begins to retire from 
it, as too good News to be true; I ſay, then ſteel 
thy Faith, and comfort thyſelf gloriouſly, by Con- 
ſideration of that abundant Truth, with which He 
hath crown'd every Word of his, ſtronger than a 
Rock of Braſs, far ſurer than the Pillars of the 
Earth, or Poles of Heaven; nay, I an ad- 
mirable Thing, and of unutterable Conſolation, 
' which cannot be violated without Deſtruction of the 
Deity, moſt bleſſed and glorious for evermore. 
And let this ever baniſh, and beat back all Scruples, 
_ Doubts and Fears, which at any Time offer them- 
ſelves, and oppoſe thy unſpeakable Foy and Peace in 
 beheving. 


6. WELL, 
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6. WELL, faith another, «I eaſily acknowledge 
the incomprehenſible Goodneſs in this Name of 
Gop, and hold them moſt bleſſed, who have their 
Part and Portion therein. But for my Part, I am 
afraid, I come too late. I am afraid the Mercy of 
God to do me ſpiritual Good is already expired.” 
Nay, but yet ſay not ſo; tho' it be with thee as 
thou haſt ſaid: For our gracious Gop #eepeth Mercy 
for Thouſands, Here you muſt know, That a 
hnite Number is put for an Infinite and an in- 
finite indeed. And therefore, if thou be willing 
to come in, and thoſe thy Brethren in Sin, an 
Hundreds, Thouſands, Millions more, or any 
whoſoever to the World's End, Gop hath Mer- 
cy in Store for. you all; and being all weary of 

our Sint, unteignedly thirſting tor the Well of 
Lite, reſolving for the Time to come, upon new 
Courſes; you ſhall: be welcome to Feſus Chri/t. 
Even the laſt Man upon Earth, bringing a truly 
broken Heart to the Throne of Grace, ſhall be crown- 
ed as richly, and with as large a Portion of God's 
infinite Mercy, and Chriſt's unvaluable Merit, as 
Adam and Eve, or whoſocver laid firſt Hold of that 
firſt Promiſe: The Seed of the Waman ſhall bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head, Gen. iii. 15. 1 


7. «„ Yea, but alas] IT have been no ordinary Sin- 
ner. My Corruptions have carried me beyond the 
Villainies of the Vileſt you can name. Not only 
Variety, but the Notor;ouſneſs alſo, and Enormity 
of my wicked Ways, have ſet a Brand upon me, 
even in the Sight of the World; beſide thoſe ſecret 
Pollutions, and ſinful Practices, which no Eye, 
but God's beheld, Had I not been ſtained with 
Abominations of deepeſt Dye, and gone on thus 
with a high Hand, I might have had Hope; but 
now I know not what to ſay !” Take Notice then, 
to the End that Nog may poſlibly 9 
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difcourage any poor Soul, that ſincerely ſeeks for 
Mercy, and defires to turn on God's Side, from 
Aſſurance of gracious Acceptation, that it is natu- 
ral alſo to his Name, to forgive Iniquity, Tranſ- 
greſſian, and Sin. That is, Sins of all Sorts, Kinds, 
and Degtees whatſoever. There is none fo hateful 
and heinous; whether natural Corruption, or out- 
ward Tranſgreſſion, or higheft Preſumption, but 
upon Repentance, Gop is moſt able, ready, and 
willing to forgive. 

 ConsIDER, in the ſecond Place, ſome of thoſe 
Streams of Comfort, which ſpring abundantly out 
of that fruitful Fountain of Compaſſion and Love, 
P/al. ciii. 13. Like as a Father pitieth his Children: 
S2 the Lord pitieth them that tar Him. Hence 
may we draw Refreſhment to our thirſty Souls, in 
many Paſſages of heavy Thoughts, and grievous 
Complaints. 


1. Is the Diftempers and Damps of Prayer, 
thus: Suppoſe the deareſt Son of the age Fe 
theft to lie grievouſly ſick; and out of the Extre- 
mity of Anguifh, to cry out, and complain unto 
him, that he is fo full of Pain, in every Part, he 
knows not which Way to turn himſelf, or what to 
do; and thereupon intreats him to touch him ten- 
derly, to lay him foftly, and give him Eafe : How 
ready, thin Lyon would fuch a Father be, with 
all Tenderneſs and Care, to put too his —.— 
Hand? But yet, if he ſheuld grow ficker, a 
weaker, fo that he could not ſpeak at all; but only 
look his Father in the Face with watery Eyes; and 
moan himfelf unto him with Sighs and Groans, 
and other dumb Expreſſions of his increaſed Pain: 
Would not this ſtrike deeper into the Father's ten- 
der Heart; pierce and melt it with more feeling 
Pangs of Compaſſion; and make his Bowels yearn 
within him, with an Addition of * 

Car- 
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Dearneſs and Care to do him Even juſt fo 
will thy heavenly Father be affected with thee in 
hearing, helping, and ſhewing Mercy; when all 
thy _ of Prayer is gone, but only Groans and 
$ighs: Nay, with incomparably more Affectionate- 
neſs. For look how far Gop is higher than Man 
in Majeſty, and Greatneſs, which is by an infinite 
Diſtance and Diſproportion; ſo far doth He paſs 
him in Tender-heartedneſs and Love. See 1ſaiah 
lv. 8, 0. | 
O's be it ſo, That thou art able to ſpeak unto 
Gop, and in ſome Meaſure to utter thy Mind; 
yet it is ſo weakly, coldly, and confuſedly, that thou 
thinkeſt; as well never a Whit, as never the better, 
Take Notice here, that Gop's Child is able, Firſt, 
ſometimes to pour out his Soul unto his Gop with 
Life and Power: Sgcondly, ſometimes to ſay Some- 
thing, but with mach Coldneſs, Deadneſs of Heart, 
and Diſtraction, without his wonted Feeling, and 
Freedom of Spirit: "Thirdly, at other Times, he 
can ſay juſtnothing, but groan, and ſigb, and only de- 
fire he could pray. For this Laſt, look upon the 
laſt Paſſage. For the Second, to wit, When the 
Chriſtian is troubled, that he can ſay Something, 
and ſpeak Words unto Gop; yet it is without Or- 
der and Power. I ſay, in this Caſe, conſider, that as 
a Father is more delighted with the Stammering and 
imperfect Talk of his own little Child, when it 
firſt begins to ſpeak, than with the exacteſt Elo- 
quence of the moſt famous Orator upon Earth: So 
aſſuredly our heavenly Father is infinitely better 
e with the broken, interrupted Palfages of 
rayer in an Heart grieved, that he can do no bet- 
ter, nor offer up a more lively Sacrifice, than with 
the excellently-compoſed Petitions of the learned'ſt 
Phariſce. Nay, his Soul extremely loaths the one, 
and graciouſly accepts the other in 7oſus Chrift. © 
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As concerning the Complaint of Coldneſs; be 
aſſured, that tho thy Prayers proceed out of thy 
Mouth, faint and feeble, cold and uncomfortable; 
yet ringing from an Heart, humbled under Gop's 
mighty Hand; ſeconded with Groarts and Grief, 
with an haly Anger, and Self-Indignation, that 
they be not more fervent and piercing; they are 
moſt certainly enlivened with the interceſſory Spi- 
rit of Jeſus Chrift; ſweetly perfumed with the pre- 
cious Odaurs of his freſh-bleeding Merits, and blef- 
ſed Mediation; fo that they ſtrike the Ears of the 


Almighty with far greater Strength, than is ordi- 


narily imagined; and are as ſweet - ſmelling Sacri- 
fices in his Noftrils; the very Sight of whoſe cru- 
cited Son at his Right Hand, tendering the Suit, 


can calm his moſt angry Countenance; and con- 


vert his Diſpleaſures and Wrath, into Compaſſions 
and Peace. | | 


Now, bleſſed be Gon, that the weak Prayers, 
and broken Sighs of tempted and troubled Spirits, 
have this happy Promiſe and Prerogative: That be- 
fore they preis, as it were, into the Preſence of 
Gop, the Father, they are mingled with the In- 
cenſe in the Golden Confer whence they aſcend into 
the Sight of our gracious Father, incorporated and 
enwoven into that precious and 2 And 
that it pleaſeth the bleed Spirit, in the needful Time 
of ſpiritual Extremities, to draw the Petitions of 
our ſometimes ſpeechleſs, heavy, and diſtracted 
Hearts : Jeſus Chrif „the great Angel of the Cove- 
nant, to perfect, perfume, and prefent them: He that 
by an Excellency, and Title of higheſt Honour, 
15 ſtiled the Hearer of Prayers, to receive them into 
his merciful Hand, and Boſom of compaſſionate 
Acceptation! Go on then, poor Soul! thou that 
forely droopeſt under the ſenſible Weight of thy 


manifold Weakneſſes and Unworthineſs; and there- 
upon 
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upon ſometimes ſinfully draweſt back, with ſome 
Thoughts of giving overquite; (which is that, which 
the Devil defires, and would utterly undo thee for- 
ever;) preſs forward, in the Name of Chri#, unto 
the Throne of Grace, with a lighter Heart than thou 
art wont. Shall the LoRD Feſus call and cry for 
a Pardon for thoſe, who put Him to Death; who 
were ſo far from ſeeking unto Him, that like ſo 
many Evening Wolves, they ſought and ſuck'd his 
Blood? And will He ſhut his Ears, thinkeſt thou, 
from thy Complaints and Groans, who values one 
Drop of his Blood to quench thy ſpiritual Thirſt, 
at an higher Price, than the Worth of many 
Worlds? Comfort thy ſelf: It cannot be. 


2. Ix the Faintneſs of Faith: Thou beholdeſt ſome- 
times a Father holding a little Child in his Arms. 
Now whether doſt thou think, is the Child fafe by 
its own, or by the Father's Hold? It claſps about 
the Father with its little weak Hands, as well as it 
can; but the Strength of its Safety is in the Fa- 
ther's Arm. Nay, and the Father holds the faſter, 
when at any Time he perceives the Child to have 
left its Hold. Thou art tied, as it were, unto 
Chrift by a double Bond: Firſt, of the Spirit, and 
Secondly, of Faith. Thou layeſt Hold on Ci 
by Faith; and He holds thee by his Spirit. Now 
= Infant Faith, or after ſome good Standing in 
riſtianity, weakened and ſorely wounded, hath 
loſt its Hold; and therefore thou thinkeſt, all is 
gone; and walkeſt dejectedly, and uncomfortably, 
as though not any Promiſe in Gop's Book, or 
Drop of Chri/?s Blood were thine. But aſſure thy 
ſelf, being ſound at the Heart, thy heavenly Father 
holds thee ſo faſt by his Spirit, that no or 
Devil, not all the Powers of Darkneſs or Gates 
Hell, can poſſibly pluck thee out of his Hani 


Nay, the Excellency of his Power is made more 


illuſtrious 
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illuſtrious in thy greateſt Extremities, and ſpiritual 
Weakneſs. And He holds it his higheſt Honour, 


to hold thee the faſteſt, when thy 


old is gone. 
He is ever moſt loving and „ 3g HL ES in 
Times of Temptation, to all that are true of Heart. 
To believe, when the Face of Gop doth ſhine 
upon thee with ſenſible Refreſhing, is no great 
Matter; but then to believe, when the Light of 
his Countenance is hid from thee; then is the 
higheſt Praiſe. 


Tae very dull, ſenſeleſs Earth, upon which we 
tread, may teach us to reſt upon Gop in ſuch a 
Caſe. It is a mighty and maſly Body, planted in 
the Midſt of the thin Air, and hangs upon No- 
thing, but only upon God's 1/7rd; by that alone, 
it is eſtabliſhed unmoveably, keeps it's Place moſt 
ſteadily, never ſtirs from it. It hath no Props or 
Pillars to uphold it; no Bars or Beams to faſten it; 


nothing to ſtay or ſupport it, but the bare Nerd of 


Gop alone; and yet not all the Creatures in the 
World can ſhake it. Be it fo then, that thy Faith 
hath loſt its Hold; that for the preſent, thou find- 
eſt no Foy, and Peace in believing ; yet for all this, caſt 
thyſelf upon the ſure Mord of that mighty Gop, 
who hath abliſbed all the Ends of the F arth ; and 
reared ſuch a great and goodly Building, where 
there was no Foundation; and queſtionleſs, thou 
ſhalt be ſafe, and ſettled like Mount Zion, which 
cannot be removed, but abideth forever. 


3. In Failings of New-obedience: Thou putteſt 
thy Son into Employment, ſetteſt him about th 
Buſineſſes; he improves the utmoſt of his Skill, 
and endeavours to do thee the beſt Service he can; 


but yet comes ſhort of what thou deſireſt, and fails 


in many Particulars; and therefore he weeps and 
on; and is much troubled W 
l ettcr. 
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better. Now tell me, thou, whoſe Heart is warm - 
ed with the Tenderneſs of a Father's Affection, 
whether thou wouldſt not be moſt ready and will- 
ing to paſs by all Failings in this Kind? Nay, I 
know thou wouldſt rejoice, and bleſs Gop, that 
he had given thee a Child ſo obedient, wi and 
affectionate. Proportionably, thy heavenly. Father 
ſets thee on Work, to believe, repent, pray, read 
the Scriptures, hear the Word, conferr, meditate, 
love the Brethren, ſanctify his Sabbaths, humble 
thyſelf in Days of Faſting and Prayer, pour out 
thy Soul, Day and Night (as the Times require) 
in Compaſſion, Fellow-fecling, and ſtrong Cries 
for the Afiftions of Fo/eph, the Deſtruction of the 
Churches and thoſe Brethren of thine, who have 
fo long lain in Blood and Tears; to be induſtrious 
and ſerious in all Works of Juſtice,” Mercy, and 
Truth; and thou goeſt about theſe bleſſed Buſineſ- 
fes with an upright Heart, and in Obedience un- 
to Gop; but the Performances come far ſhort of 
what his Word requires, and thy Heart d 
and thereupon thou mourneſt and -prieveſt, and af- 
fliteſt thy Soul in ſecret. In Cafe now of 
theſe involantarily Failings, be moſt aſſured, thy 
All-ſufficient Father wilt pure thee, as a Man ſpars 
#th his own Son, that ſerveth him. Nay, and with 
ſo much more Kindneſs and Love, as the Heavens 
are higher than the Earth, and Gos greater then 


Man, 


4. In Caſe of ſpiritual Deſertion : Thy heaven- 
ly Father ſometimes hides his Face from thee, 
and withdraws his refreſhing Preſence for a Time; 
not for Want of Love, for he loves thee with the 


= ſame Love, with which he loves Jeſus Chrift; 
t - 


hat dear Son of his, loves thee with the ſame 
Love, his Father loves him: But to put more 
and Life into thine Affections towards Him and 


hea- 
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heavenly Things; to cauſe thee to reliſh Commu- 
nion with Fe/us Chrift, when thou enjoyeſt it, 
more ſweetly; to preſerve it more carefully; to jo 
in it more thankfully; and to ſhun more watchiul- 
7 whatſoever might rob thee of it; to ſtir up all 
the Powers of thy Soul, and all the Graces of Gop 
in thee, to ſeek his Face again with mare univerſal 
Seriouſneſs, and Induſtry : For we find with Plea- 
ſure, poſſeſs with ſingular Contentment, and keep 
with ſpecial Care, what we ſought with Pain. 


8. In Times of Trial: Thou ſoeſt ſometimes a 
Father ſetting his little One upon its Feet, to try 
its Strength, and whether it be able to ſtand or no; 


but withall he holds his Arms on both Sides, to 


uphold it, and preſerve it from Hurt. Aſſure thy 
ſelf, thy heavenly Father takes Care of Ae with 
infinitely more Tendernes, in all thy Trials, ei- 
ther by outward Afflictions, or inward Temptati- 
dns. Though thou ſhouldft fall, yet ſhalt thou not be 
utteriy caſt dawn, for the LoRD eth thee with 
his Hand, Pal. xxxvii. 24. Never did Gold- 
ſmith attend ſo curiouſſy upon thoſe precious Me- 
tals he caſts into the Fire, to be ſure, that they 
tarry no longer in the Furnace, than the Droſs be 

ed, as our gracious Gop waits to take thee 
out of Trouble and Temptation; when the Ruſt is 
removed from thy ſpiritual Armour; thy Graces 
ſhine out, and thou art heartily humbled, and fitt- 
ed, to do Him more glorious Service; I mean, when 
he hath attained the Tad, which He mercifully in- 
tended for thy Good. 


AGAIN, however weak thou art, that Gop does not 


deſpiſe thy Defires to love and ſerve Him, we may 


gather, firſt, from the Nobleneſs of Gop's Nature, 
and the incomparable Swectneſs of his Divine Diſ- 
poſition; which by infinite Diſtance, who 


* 


e 
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egree of Compariſon, doth tranſcend the Ingenu- 
ouſneſs of the nobleſt Spirit upon Earth. Now, 
Men of generous Diſpoſitions cannot deſpiſe the 
Good-wills and Aﬀections of thoſe, who attend, or 
depend upon them. Outward Performances are 
often beyond our — many Times mingled 
with Hypocriſies, or Flatteries ; with By-Reſpects 
and private Ends: But inward Reverence and Love, 
kind and affectionate Stirrings of the Heart, are 
ever, by an uncontroulable Freedom, exempted 
from Diſſembling and Formality. Now if it be ſo, 
that even ingenuous Men accept with ne Re- 
ſpect the h Well-willing of their Followers, 
tho' they want Means to expreſs it actually in viſi- 
ble Effects, anſwerable to their Affection: How 
much more are ſpiritual Longings, holy Affections, 
thirſty Deſires, graciouſly accepted of that GopD, 
in Reſpect of whoſe Compaſſions, the Bowels of 
the moſt merciful Man upon Earth are Cruelty; in 
reſpe&t of whoſe immeaſurably amiable,. meltin 
Diſpoſition, - the Ingenuouſneſs of the nobleſt Spire 
is Diſdain. Ong Þ 


Men's Offices of Love, turn many Times to 
our Good and Benefit; but our Mell. doing extend- 
eth not unto Gop. That infinite, eſſential Glory, 
with which the higheſt LoxD, was, is, and ſhall 
be everlaſtingly crown'd, can neither be impaired 
by the moſt deſperate Rebellions, or enlarged by the 
moſt glorious good Deeds. Can a Man, faith El- 
thaz, be profitable unto Gop; as he that is wiſe, may 
be profitable unto himſelf? Is it any Pleaſure to the 
Almighty that thou art Righteous? Or is it Gain to 
Him, that thou make/t thy Ways terfecm? And Ch. 
xxxv. 6, 7, 8. I thou ſinneſt, what doeſt thou againſt 
Him? if thy Tranſęreſſious be multipled, what 
doeft thou unto Him? If thou be righteous,” "what 
giveſt thou to Him ? Or what receiveth He of _ 
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Hand? Thy Wickedneſs may hurt a Man, as they 
—. ; end thy Righteouſneſs may profit the Son of Man, 
Were all the wicked Men upon the Earth turned 
into Beaſts, nay, incarnate Devils ; and the whole 
World full of thoſe outrageous Giants, and thoſe 
alſo of the old World; and all with combined 
Force and Fury, ſhould band themſelves againſt 
Heaven; yet they could not hurt Gop. He fitteth 
between the Cherubi ms, be the Earth never ſo uwnquiet, 
Or, were all the Sons of Men, Abrabams, or Au- 
gels; and as many in Number, as the Stars in Hez- 
ven; and as ſhin both with inward Graces, and 
outward good D as they are in viſible Glory; 
yet could they make no Addition unto that incom- 
prehenſible Majeſty: They could not -conferr ſo 
— to that dleſs and bottomleß 
Se of Geodach, or the leaſt Glimpſe unto that 
Son of Glory. Al! Nations before Him 
are as othing, and they are counted to Him leſs than 
Nothing, and Vanity. Our Sins hurt Him not: 
Our Holineſs helps Him not : It is anly for our 
Good, that Gop — have us good. No Good, 
no Gain accrues unto Him by our Goodneſs. If 
at be ſo then, that Turns do Good unto Men; 
and yet out of their Ingenuouſneſs, they moſt eſteem 
kind Affections, and can well find in their Hearts 
to paſs by Failings, where there is Heart and 
Will; to pardon eaſily Want of Exactneſs in Per- 
formance, where there are unfei Purpoſes; 
how much more will our gracious GoD, who 


T Works in the World, out 

of the „ . 

FF 2 
and hungry Deſires of a pan and bl 


ings, 
ing Soul? How willingly will He — the IV il for 
the Deed; the Groanings of the Heart, before the 


greateſt Sacrifice? 
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2. A SECOND Reaſon may be taken from Gop's 
proportionable Proceeding in his Courſes of Juſtice 
and Mercy, In his Executions of Juſtice He in- 
terprets and cenſures Deſires for the Deeds, Aﬀec- 
tions for Actions, Thoughts for the Things done. 
IV hoſeever, ſaith Cbriſt, looketh on a Woman to luft 
after her, hath committed Adultery with her already 
in his Heart, And fo a malicious Man, at the 
Bar of Go p, goes for a Murderer. If this then 
be Gop's Proceeding in Juſtice, we may confi- 
dently expect the ſame proportionable Meaſureinhis 
Mercy. Shall an angry Thought, hurtful only to 
the Heart which harbours it, be charged with ac- 
tual Bloodſhed? And ſhall not the panting Thirſt 
of a broken, and bleeding Soul after Chrift, be 
bathed and refreſhed in his precious Blood? Yes 
certainly; for God delighteth in Mercy. He is ex- 
alted moſt gloriouſly, when He is pardoning of 
Sins, purging of Souls, pouring in of Grace into 
ſad and uncomfortable Hearts. | 


Bur on the other Side, He is hardly drawn, not 
without much ReluQtancy, Delays, Forbearance, 
and, as it were, ſome Kind of Violence offered, 
by Exceſs of multiplied, rebellious Provocations, 
to exerciſe his Juſtice, and to 1 for Sin. When 
the Cry of our Sins comes firſt to Heaven, He doth 


not preſently pour upon our Heads Fire and Brim- 


ſtone; but, as loth to enter Judgment with us, He 
forbears, ſtill waiting, when upon our Repentance, 
He might be gracious unto us; untill it come to that 
Ripeneſs by the Fulneſs and intolerable Weight of 
our Sins, that He can poſſibly bear no longer. And 
then alſo, when He is about to be delivered of his 
1 conceived, and long-forborn Vengeance; 

rk how He goes about it: 4 ſays He, I will 
eaſe Me of mine Adverſaries, and revenge me of mine 
Enemies, Iſai. i. 24. This Afpiration argues a 
Vol. VIII. U com 


230 Inſtruftions for comforting 


compaſſionate Pang of Grief (ſpeaking after the 
Manner of Men) to proceed againſt his own Peo- 
le, though they had provoked Him as Enemies, 
ow ſhall I give Thee up, Ephraim? How all J 
deli ver thee, Iſrael? How ſhall I make thee as Ad- 
mah? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? Mine Heart 
is turned within Me, my Repentings are kindled to- 
gether, Hoſ. xi. 8, 9. When He came againſt 
Sadom and Gomorrah, the moſt prodigiouſly wicked 
People, that ever the Earth bore; What a Miracle 
of Mercy was it, that He ſhould be brought ſo low, 
as to ſay; I will not deſtroy it for Ten's Fake, Gen. 
XViii. 32. So it is then, that Mercy flows natu- 
rally from Gop, and He is moſt forward, and free- 
hearted in granting Pardons, and receiving into 
Grace and Favour: But Juſtice is ever, as it were, 
violently pulled from Him with Cart-ropes of Ini- 
guity. He is preſſed with our Sins, as 4 Cart i; 
prelſed that is "> of Sheaves; before we wring from 
im the Vials of juſt Wrath, and wreſt out of his 
Hands, the Arrows of deſerved Indignation. 


THrar you err not in this Point, conceive, that 
both Gop's Mercy and Fu/tice are originally and fun- 
damentally, as Gop Himſelf, infinite; both of the 
ſame Length, Heighth, Breadth, and Depth; that is 
equally Endleſs, Boundleſs, Bottomleſs, Unſearch- 
able. Yet, if we conſider the Exerciſe of them A- 
broad in the World ; Mercy, that ſweeteſt Attribute, 
and moſt precious Balm to all bruiſed Hearts, doth 
far ſurpaſs and outſhine the other, tho' incompar- 
able, Excellencies of his Divine Nature. His Beams 
of Mercy are fairly and plentifully ſhed into the Bo- 
ſom of every Creature, and ſhine gloriouſly over 
. all the Earth, cven from one End of Heaven to 
the other. The whole World is thick ſet, and 

richly embroidered, as it were, with wonderful 
Impreſſions of his Goodneſs and Bounty. In this 
| great 
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t Volume of Nature, round about us, we may 
run and read, the deep Prints and large Characters 
of Kindneſs and Love, which his merciful Hand 
hath left, in every Leaf, and Page, and Line of it. 
If Mercy then be fo ah HY over all his Works, 
we may more ſtrongly build upon it; That if the 
Hand of Juſtice ſeize upon an hateful Thought, as 
2 Murderer, and ſtained with Blood; his Arms of 
Mercy will moſt certainly embrace, and accept of 
a ſincere Deſire for the Deed done; of hearty Af- 
fections for the Actions; and of a grieved Spirit for 
the Grace it groans for. | 


Cas T not away thy Confidence then, poor 
Heart! No, not in the loweſt Languiſhings ot thy 
afflicted Soul; If thou be able ſay with David, P/. 
cxliii. 6. My Soul thir/leth after Thee, as a thir/ty 
Land. If thou feel in thy Actions an hearty Hun: 
ger after Righteouſneſs, both infuſed and imputed ; 
as well after Power againſt,” as Pardon of Sin; be 
aſſured, the Well of Life ſtands wide open unto 
thee, and in due Time thou ſhalt drink thy Fill. 
Thy Soul ſhall. be fully ſatisfied. with the Excel- 
lencies of Jeſus Chrift, evangelical Joys, as with 
Marrow and Faineſs; and thou ſhalt be abundantly. 
refreſhed out of the River of his Pleaſures. 


Bur concerning, that Deſire which is acceptable 
to God, obſerve, that it is, 1. Supernatural. For 
it follows an effectual Conviction of Sin, which is 
utterly above Nature. The Soul that is truly con- 
vinced, looking upon the glorious Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, the Excellency and Offer of * Chri/t, 
doth conceive by the Help of the Hely Ghoft, this 
Defire, and vehement Longing. Which you may 
then know to be ſaving, — it is joined with an 
72 Willingneſs, and unfeigned Reſolution to 
fell all; to part with all . to bid Adieu forever 

2 to 
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22 darling Delight. It is not then an Effect 
only of Self-love; not an ordinary Wiſh of natu- 
ral —— of thoſe who deſire to be ha 

are unwilling to be holy; who would "Bally 
ſaved, but are loth to be ſanctiſied. 


2. IT ever ſprings from an humble, meek, and 
bruiſed Spiritz — ſenſible, both of the Horror of 
Sin, and Happineſs of Pardon; both of its own 
Emptineſs, of the Fulneſs of Chri/ft; never to 
be found in a ſelf- ignorant, ſelf-confident, unhum- 
bled Phariſee. 


3. Ir muſt be conſtant, importunately y 
after Satisfaction. Not out of a * , or Paſſion 


only; or begot by the Tempeſt of ſome preſent 
— hke a Flaſh of Lightning, and then 


ranithing away. 


4. Ir is ever enlink'd, and enliven'd with 2 
Riad Uſe of the Means; and draws from them 
ſpiritual Strength and Vigour; much vital Effica 
and Increaſe: Not idle, ignorant, unexercifed. 
were vain for a Man to talk of his Deſire to live; 
who would neither eat nor drink, nor fleep, nor 
take Phyſick, nor uſe thoſe Means which are 
ordinary and neceſſary for the Maintenance of Life. 
It is as fooliſh for any one to pretend a Deſire to 
be faved; and yet will not prize, and ply the faith- 
ful Miniſtry, t che Word preached and read, Prayer, 
Meditation, Vows, of Humiliation, the Uſe 
of good Company, and good Books, and all di- 
vine Ordinances, and Means appointed, and fanc- 
tiſied by Gop, for the procuring and — a 
2 ſpiritual State, 


5. Ir is not a 
Deines but earneſt, eager, vehement Thirfting, 23 
t 


lazy, cold, hearfle6; indifferent 
he 
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the parched Earth for refreſigg Fhowws or the 
hunted Hart for the Yater-brooks. Never was A. 
hab more ſick for a Vineyard; Rachel more &p/ 
to die for Children; than a truly humbled Soul at- 
ter Jeſus Chri/t, after bathing in his Blood, and 
hiding itſelf in his bleſſed Righteouſneſs. This De- 
ſire deadens the Heart to all other Deſires afterearth- 
ly Things, Gold, Pleaſures, Faſhions, even the De- 
lights of the Boſom-Sin. All other Things are but 
Droſs and Dung, in Reſpect of that Object it hath 
now found out. This ſpiritual Deſire devours all 
other Deſires and Affections after worldly Con- 
tentments, as empty Clouds, Wells without Wa- 
ter, Comforters of no Value. We that deal with 
afflicted Conſciences, hear many Expreſſions of this 
impatient, violent Deſire. I have borne nine Chil- 
dren, (aid one, with as great Pain, I think, as ather 
emen: I would with all my Heart, bear them all 
over again, and paſs again through the ſame Pangs 
every Day, as long as I live, to be aſſured of my Part 
in Jeſus Chriſt. | | 


6. Ir is growing, from Appetite to Endeavour; 


from Endeavour to Action; from Action to Habit; 
from Habit to Perfection in Chriſt. If it ſtand at 
a Stay, it is to be reputed Rootleſs, Heartleſs, 
Graceleſs. He that reſts upon a Deſire only of 
good Things, never deſired them ſavingly. But 
here, leſt any tender Conſcience be. troubled, I 
muſt confeſs; it is not growing ſo ſenſibly at cer- 
tain Times; as while the Pangs of the New-birth 
are upon us, and in Times of Deſertion or Temp- 
tation: Though even then, it grows in an hol 

Impatiency, Reflefnef and Longing ; which is 
e unto the Father Mercies in the 
mean Time; and which He accepts graciouſly, un- 
til He give more Strength. oy 
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THz Point, thus cleared, is very ſweet and ſo- 
vereigh ; but fo, that no carnal Man muſt come 
near it. Nay, the Chriſtian himſelf, in the Time 
of his Soul's Health, and flouriſhing of his Faith, 
muſt hold off his Hand. Only let him keep it freſh 
in his Memory, as a rich Pearl againſt the Day of 
ſpiritual Diſtreſs. As precious and Cordial Waters 
are to be given only in Swoonings and Faintin 
fo this is eſpecially to be made Uſe of in the Straits 
and Extremity of the Soul : At ſuch Times, and in 
ſuch Caſes as thefe : In, " | 


 FinsT, The Strugglings of the New-Birth. 
When therefore thou art once come fo far, as that 
after a thorough Conviction of Sin, thine Heart is 
filed with vehement Longings after the Lord of 
Life; if thou feel in thyſelf any hearty Hunger and 
Thirſt after the Favour of Gob, that Fountain o- 
pened for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs, and Fellowſhip 
with Chri/t; affuredly then, the Well of Life is al- 
ready opened unto thee, by the Hand of thy faith- 
ful Redeemer: And amid the Sorrows of thy trem- 
bling Heart, thou mayſt even challenge it at his 
Hands. When Heavy-heartedneſs for Vin hath ſo 
dry'd up thy Bones, and the angry Countenance of 
Gon fo parched thine Heart, that thy poor Soul 
begins to gaſp for Grace, as the thirſty Land for 
Rain; thou mayſt, tho* Duſt and Aﬀhes, with an 
holy Humility, thus ſpeak unto thy gracious Gop: 
D merciful Lox D Gop, thou art Alpha and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End. Theu ſayeſt, * It is done,” 
of Things that are yet to come; ſo faithful and true 
are thy Promiſes. And Thou haſt promiſed, that un- 
to him that is achirſt, Thou wilt give of the Water 
of Life freely. O Lord, I fbi, I faint, I lan- 
guiſb, I long for one Drop of Mercy. As the Hart 
panteth for the Water-br fo panteth- my Soul 
after Thee, O Gov. Had I ten thouſand Lives, 
jeyfully would I lay them all down, to have this poor, 
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trembling Soul of mine received into the bleeding Arms 
of my bleſſed Redeemer. O Lokp, my Spirit within 
ne iſ melted into Tears of Blood; my Mars is ſhivered 
into Pieces. Out of the Place of Dragons, and Sha- 
ano of Death, deo I lift up my Thoughts, heavy and 
ſad, before Thee. Bnwels are hot within me; my 

Defire after Jeſus Chriſt, Pardon and Grace, is gree- 
dy as the Grave, the Coals thereof are Coals of Fire, 
which hath a moſt vehement Flame. And, Lokp, 
in thy bleſſed Book Thou calleff : Ho! every One that 
thirſteth, come ye to the Waters. In that great 
Day of the Feaft, Thou ſtoodſt and cryedſt with 
thine tun Mouth, ſaying, If any Man thirſt, let him 
come unto me, and drink. And theſe are thine own 
Morde: Thoſe who hunger and thirſt after Righ- 
teouſneſs, ſhall be filled. I challenge Thee, Logn, 
in this my Thirſt after thine own bleſſetl Self, and ſpi- 
ritual Life in Thee, by that Nerd, and by that Pro- 
miſe, which Thau haft made, that Thou perform, and 
make it good unto me, who lie groueling in the Duſt, 
and trembling at thy Feet. "Oh! open now that Pro- 
miſed Well of Life: Fer I muſt drink, or elſe] die. 


SECONDLY, we may have Recourſe for Comfort 

to this precious Point, in ſome ſpecial Temptations of 

Fear about our ſpiritual State. For Inſtance: Thou 

art afflicted, becauſe thou feeleft the Spirit of Praye: 

not to ſtir and work in thee with that Life and Vi- 

pour, as it was wont; but to languifh for Lack of 

that vital Heat in the Intercourſe between Gon | 

and thy Soul; which heretofore hath many Times | 

warmed thine Heart with many ſweet Refreſhings, | 

ſpringing from a comfortable Correfpondence be- | 

tween thy holy Ejaculations, and his heavenly In- 

ſpirations ; between thine humble Complaints at | 

dhe Throne of Grace, and his gracious Anſwers: 
| I Nay, it may be, thou throweſt down thyſelf before 

His Seat of Mercy, in much Bitterneſs of __— 
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and for the Time, canſt ſay little, or nothing; the 
preſent Dullneſs, and Indiſpoſition of thine Heart, 
{topping all Paſſage to thy wonted Prayers, and 
damming up, as it were, the ordinary Courſe of thy 
bleſſed Conference with thy Got in ſecret. But 
tell me true, poor Soul! though at ſuch a Time, 
and in ſuch ſpiritual Deadneſs, thou feeleſt not 
thine Heart enlarged for the- preſent, to pour out 
itſelf with accuſtomed Fervency and Freedom; yet 


doth it not long to offer up unto his Throne of 


Grace, thy Suits and Sacrifices of Prayers, and 
Praiſes, with that Heartineſs and Feeling, with all 
thoſe broken, and bleeding Affections, which a 
rieved Senſe of Sin, and an holy Greedineſs aſter 
ardon, Grace and nearer Communion with Gop, 
are wont to beget in truly-humbled Souls? If ſo; 
Aſſure thyſelf, this very Deſire is a Prayer of ex- 
traordinary Dearneſs with thy Gop. 


Tump, Thou mayeſt be diyerſly diſtreſſed 
upon thy Bed of Death. | | 


1. CAasTING thine Eye back upon thy whole 
Life, all thy Sins from Adam to that Hour; they 
appear to the Eye of thy Conſcience far more in 
Number, and more ugly, than ever before. Where- 
upon, comparing the poor weak Nothingneſs of 
thy godly Sorrow, and Oppoſition againſt them, 
with their Heinouſneſs, Hatefulneſs, and horrible 
Number, thou beginneſt to be dejected, and know- 
eſt not well what to think of thyſelf. 


2. REvisING now, thy whole Chriſtian Con- 
verſation; Spending of Sabbaths, Pouring out Pray- 
ers, Reading Scriptures, Hearin the Word, Love 
of the Brethren, Days of Humiliation, Works of 
Mercy, receiving the Sacrament, living by Faith 
in all States; thou mayeſt ſee them in this laſt, ia 
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partial Examination, to have been peſtered with ſo 


many Imperfections, Diſtractions, Diſtempers, that 
thou beginneſt to fear. 


3. THov mayſt be troubled at that Time; be- 
cauſe, being perhaps, as yet, but of little Standing 
in Profeſſion, thou haſt done Gop ſo little Service; 
and in that ſhort Time, haſt not ſtood on Gop's 
Side with that Courage and Life, nor walked 
in his holy Ways, with that Watchfulneſs and 
Zeal, as thou mighteſt. Aſſure now thyſelf, in 
theſe three Caſes, the Deſire of thy Soul, will be 

Rs Kr accepted of our mercifu] Gop,' in the 

rſs Chrift: As though, firſt, Re- 
pentance had been to the Full : Secondly, thy O- 
bedienceto the Heighth : Thirdly, th Nen Re- 
ſolutions performed to the Utmoſt. For when all 
is done, Feſus Chri/t is All in All. He alone is the 
Sanctuary and Tower of everlaſting Safety, for e- 
very truly humbled Soul to fly unto, both in Life 
Death. He is made unto us M iſdom, Righte- 


ouſmeſ, Sandi fication, and r gg 


I comE now to ſome ſpecial Cures for diver 
fpiritual Maladies. © 


. 
1 


1. III I ſuppoſe, hon are wrought upon 
the Spirit of Gon, and feeleſt e hte mes 
finful-and curſed Wretch by Nature: loſt and for- 
lorn, damn'd and utterly undone in A — 
upon the Opening of the glorious Myſtery 
Goſpel, thou wo, raviſtd with extraordinary Ad- 
miration and Affection, after that hidden Treaſure 
and Pearl of great Price. Moſt willing, therefore, 
art thou to ſell all that then hat; prizing it inſinite- 
ly before the Riches, — and Pleaſures of the 
whole Earth. But yet, "gs that thou art che 
Unyworthieſt upon Fach . the Vileſt of * no 
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Heart ſo hard as thine; thy Sins far above Ordina- 
ry ; of an abominable Stain; of a Scarlet and Crim- 
2 Dye Thou profeſleſt againſt thine own Soul, 
That as yet, thou canſt not, thou dareſt not, thou 
wilt not, be perſwaded, that Feſus Chrift belongs 
unto Thee. What! Such a vile, unworthy, abomi- 
nable Wretch as Thou! to expect ſuch glorious 
Things! to come near ſo pure a God ! to lay vi- 
olent Hands upon the Loxp of Life, and — for 
everlaſting Bliſs! Alas ! Say what you will, ſayſt 
thou, as yet I cannot, I dare not; I will not. Where- 
upon thou lieſt ſtill upon the Rack of ſpiritual Ter- 
ror; and art all the while far more liable to Satan's 
maoſt horrible Injections, and cruelleſt Temptations 
to Self-deſtrution, Deſpair, at leaſt to Plunging a- 
gain into former Pleaſures. e 


Ir grieves me to conſider, how fearfully thou 
deceiveſt thine own Heart, to thy much ſpiritual 
Hurt. Why, therefore thou art welcome to Feſus 
Cris, becauſe thou art fo ſenſible of thy ſpiritual 
Miſery. That which thou makeſt thy great Diſ- 
ent to come unto Cbhriſt, ſhould be the 
teſt Encouragement to caſt thyſelf into the Bo- 
m of his Love. Tho thou comeſt freſhly out 
of an Hell of heinous Sins; and, hitherto, haſt nei- 
ther thought, or ſpoke, or done any Thing but A- 
bominably; yet, if now with true Remorſe thou 
oaneſt under them all, as an heavy Burden, and 

for the LoR D Je and Newneſs of Life; 
thou art bound preſently to take Chriſ Himſelf, and 
all the Promiſes of Life as thine own. All Delays, 
Exceptions, Objections, Scruples, Diſtruſts, and 
Contradictions, are diſhonourable to Gop's Mercy, 
Diſparagement to the Promiſes, Derogatory to the 
Truth and Tender-heartedneſs of Fe/us Chrift ; an 
unneceſſary Detainment of the Soul in Terror; and 


only 
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only a Gratification of that roaring Lion, whoſe 
Trade is to tear Souls in Pieces. | 


Ap now come and take abundantly mighty 

uments, (which neither Man nor Devil can ever 
diſable) not to lie any longer upon the Rack of 
Terror; but to lay Hold upon the Rock of Eternity: 
I mean, to reſt thy trembling Heart upon the Lox p 
Jeſus, with everlaſting Peace and Safety; and after 
walk watchfully and fruitfully in the holy Way, 
until thine ending Hour. 


1. Tak Notice, That Feſus Chrift, Gob bie 
ed forever, keeps an ouſe for all ſuch hungry 
and thirſty Souls. Let him that is athirfl, come. 
And whoſoever will, let him take the Water of Life, 
freely, Rev. xxii. 17. Hhoſoever will, in whoſe 
Heart ſoever the Holy Gheſt hath wrought an ear- 
neſt, hearty Will; that Deſire which prizeth the 
Mell of Life before the whole World, and is ever 
accompanied with unfeigned Reſolution to /ell all 
for the Pearl of great Price; ſuch an one may 
come, and welcome, and that without Bidding, 
and drink his Fill of the Rivers of all ſpiritual Plea- 
ſures. If there were no more, but this, this is 
more than enough to bring thee to Feſus Chrift. It 
a Prodlamation ſhould be made, that ſuch, or ſuch 
a great Man kept open Houſe for all Comers, there 
need be no more to bring in all the poor, hungry 
People in the Country, without any further Wait» 
ing or Inviting. But here above all Degrees of 
Compariſon, the Hunger-is more importunate; the 
Feaſt-maker more faithful and ſure of. his Word ; 
the Vare more delicious; and why doſt thou refuſe? 
Thou haſt a Warrant above all Exception. The 
Loxp of Life keeps open Houſe for all that will 
come: And thou knoweſt in thine own Conſcience, 
and canſt not deny, but that He hath already — 
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noured thee with that ſingular Favour, as to. plant 
in thy Soul a Mill: For what wouldeſt thou not 
part with, to have Aſſurance of thy Part in Jeſus | 
Chrift? What wouldeſt thou not give, if it might 
be bought, to hear Him ſpeak unto thy Soul, and 
ſay: I am thy Salvation? And therefore if thou 
come not in preſently, and take the Comfort of 
this precious Place and Promiſe; /etting to thy Seal 
that Gop is true; conſider, Whether thy Terrors 
and Temptations be not juſtly upon thee. 


2. IF this will not ſerve, (which God forbid) 
then in the ſecond Place, thou art invited ſolemnly, 
the Feaſt-maker Himſelf, by his own Mouth: 
unto Me, all ye that labour, and are heavy la- 
den. Here is no Exception of Sins, Times, or 
Perſons. And if thou ſhouldſt reply: Vea, but a- 
las! I am the unworthieſt Man in the World, to 
draw near unto ſo holy a Gop; to preſs into ſo 
pure a Preſence; to expect upon the Sudden ſuch 
glorious and heavenly Advancement. Moſt im- 
ure, abominable, and beaſtly Wretch, that I am! 
I am fitter to ſink into the Bottom of Hell, by the 
Weight of my manifold heinous Sins.” I ſay then, 
the Texts tells thee plainly, that thou Py 
miſtakeſt; for therefore only art thou fit, beca 
thou feeleſt thy Unfitneſs, Vilene6, Wretchalnels, 
The ſorer and heavier thy Burden is, the rather 
ſhouldſt thou come. In a Word, it appears, by 
thine own Words, expreſſing ſuch an Apprehenſion 
of thy ſpiritual Poverty, that thou art the Man, 
and ſuch as thou alone, whom Chrift here. ſpecially 
invites, an“ accepts. 
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3. He netoing our Frame, our fluggiſh, heavy 
Diſpoſition; our ſpiritual Lazineſs, — Loathneß 
to believe; adds in another Place, to ordinary Vi- 
ſitation, a, tirring, compaſſionate, and guickning Ex 
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clamation: Ho! faith He, Every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the Waters. And leſt any think He 
ſhould bring any Thing in his Hand, He calls up- 
on him that hath no Money; and thus doubles his 
Cry: Come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy Wine 
and Milk without Money, and without Price. O 
moſt bleſſed Lines! So full of Love and Longing, 
to draw us to the Well of Life; that beſides that 
holy Pang of Compaſſion, Ho / He cries Thrice, 
Come! Come! Come! Yea, but mayſt thou ſay: 4- 
las! I am ſo far from bringing any Thing in my 
Hand, that I bring a World of Wickedneſs upon my 
Heart; and that above ordinary, both in Notoriouſ- 
neſs, and Number; and therefore I am afraid the 
Heinouſneſs of my Sins will hinder my Acceftation. 
Be it ſoz yet the Spirit of God, in the ſame Chap- 
ter, doth purpoſely meet with, and remove that 
ö very Scruple: Let the Wicked, faith He, ſorſale hig 
%, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts : ( And 
this is thy Caſe; thou art unfeignedly ſet againſt all 
din both inward and outward,) and let him return 
unto the LoRD, and He will have Mercy Him, 
and to our Gop, for He will abundant don, 
Hai. lv. He will not only have Mercy upon thee, but 

e will alſo abundantly pardon, He will multiply: 
his Pardons, according to thy Provocations, and 
that with Super-abundance. 


4. IF all this will not yet do; He deſcends out 
of the infinite Riches of his Grace to a Miracle of 
further Mercy. For the mighty Loxp of Heaven 
and Earth ſends Ambaſſadors unto us, Duſt and 
Aſhes, Worms and no Men, to beſeech us to be re- 
conciled unto Him. Now then we are Ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, as though Gon did beſeech you by us x 
we pray you in Chriſt's Stead, be ye -reconciled unto 
Gop, 2 Cor. v. 20. What Man can poſſibly pon- 
der upon this Place, but muſt be tranſported with' 
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Admiration; nay, Adoration of the bottomleſs 
Depth, and infinite Heighth of God's Love? We 
molt abhorred, vile Wretches, are the Offenders, 
Traitors, Rebels and Enemies; and ought®to ſeck 
and ſue unto Him firſt, upon the Knees of our 
Souls, trembling in the Duſt, and if it were poſh- 
ble, with Tears of Blood; and yet He begins unto 
us, intreating us by his own Son, and his Servants 
the Miniſters, to come in, accept his Favour and 
Grace, enter into the wiſe and good May; _ 
is precious, profitable, honourable, and pleaſant; that 
He may hereafter ſet upon our Heads — 
Crowns of Glory. An earthly Prince would di 
dain to fend unto his Inferior for Reconcilement; 
eſpecially one who had behaved himſelf baſely, and 
unworthily towards him. It is thus indeed with 
Worms of the Earth, in whom there is no Help, 
and whoſe Breath is in their Noftrils; but it is 0- 
GO with the King of _ He is content 
to put up at our Hands, this Indignity and Affront, 
if I may fo ſpeak. He is rs WAR 
and ſend his Ambaſladors Day after Day, beſeech- 
ing us to be reconciled unto Him. O incompre- 
henſible Depth of unſpeakable Mercy and Encou- 
_—_— to come in, and truſt in his Mercy, in 
e of ſpiritual Miſery 42 able to trample under 
Foot triumphant] ppoſitions of the moſt 
raging Hell, or WL Heart! 


5. Nay, He commands us, and this is his Com- 
mandment, that we ſhould believe on the Name of bit 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Jab. iii. 23. This Command 
alone of the All-pewerful God, ſhould infinitely 
out-weigh all Counter-mands of Heaven, or Earth; 
Fleſh and Blood, Satan, Nature, Reaſon, Senſe; 
the whole Creation; and all the World : It ſhould 
ſwallow up all Scruples, Doubts, Fears, Deſpairs. 
Ws to SFefur Ct gy with broken Hearts, ac- 
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cording to this Commandment ; it will bear us out 
againſt all Oppoſitions, Accuſations, Weaknefles 
of Faith in evil Times, in the Hour of 'Temptati- 
on, upon our Beds of Death, at that laſt Day. It 
will be a Plea at ſuch Tiles, utterly above all 
Exception, againſt all Allegations, Terrors, and 
Temptations to the contrary, to ſay: „I was hum- 
bled under the Burden of Sin, and Senſe of my ſpi- 
ritual Miſery: Gop in Mercy offered me his Son 
72 Chrift freely, by the Miniſtry of the Word: 
thereupon thi for his Perſon, and precious 
— that — mi 5 — Pardon and eee, a- 
n called me, com- 
N to tink my Fill of the IWater of Life 
freely: I acc his gracious Offer, and accord- 
ing to his Commandment caft myſelf upon the 
Loxo Chi, and ſince that Time, He hath 
me Power to ſerve Him in Sincerity of 2 
2 is my Warrant, even the Commandment ol 
Gop; e 
la thy Caſe then, who thirſteſt, yet refu to 
drink; conſider how unworthily thou diſhonoureft 
Gop, and wr thine own Soul, by ſuffering 
the Devil's Cavils, and the Exceptions of thine 
own diſtruſtful Heart, to prevail with thee againſt 
the direct Command of Almighty Gop; which 
thou oughteſt to obey againſt all Reaſon, Senſe, 
Fears, Doubts, Deſpairs, and Helliſh Suggeſtions. 
Abraham did readily 1 to God's Command 


ment, even to kill his own Son with his own 


Hand; and wilt thou ſtand off, and refuſe, when 
He commands thee to take his own deareſt Son; 
eſpecially, fince thou takeſt with Him, all Bleſſings 
both of Heaven and Earth? Prodigious Madneſs ! 
Cruelty to thine own Soul ! at which Heaven and 
Earth, Man and Angel, and all Creatures may 
ſtand amazed; that = ſhouldſt fo wickedly, — 
- 2 vw 
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—— forſake thine own Mercy, and neglect ſo 
great Salvation. 


6. LasTLy, leſt He ſhould let paſs any Means 
to drive us unto Chri/t, and ſettle our Souls upon 
Him with ſure Confidence, He alſo threatneth : 
And to whom ſibare He, that they ſhould not enter 
into his Reft, but to them that believed not? Heb. iii, 
18. Wherein He expreſſeth extremeſt Anger. He 
ſwears in his M rath, that no Unbeliever ſhall enter 
into his Reſt. In the Threats of the Moral Law, 
there is ſuch an Oath, but a ſecret Reſerve of Mer- 
ey, upon the Satisfaction of the Divine Juſtice ſome 
other Way. But herein the Lord is peremptory, 
and a third Way ſhall never be found, or afforded 
to the Sons of Men. Neglect of ſuch a gracious 
Offer, muſt needs provoke ſo great a Gop ; for 
with prodigious Ingratitude and Folly, it flings, as 
it were, Gop's Free Grace in his Face again. The 
Prince of Peace, upon whoſe Thigh is written 
King of Kings, and Loxp 1 paſſing by 
more excellent and noble Creatures, ſends unto 
thee; whoſe Father is Corruption, and the Worm 
thy Mather and Sifter; and who in Reſpect of thy 


ſpiritual State, lieſt polluted in thine own Blood, and 


offers to betroth thee unto Himſelf in Righteouſneſs, 
and in leaving Kindneſs, and in Mercies; to crown 
thee with all the Riches, both of his Kingdom, of 
Grace and Glory. Now, if thou ſhouldſt ſtand off, 

which Gop forbid ; as thereupon out of Perfection 
of Madneſs, thou forſakeſt thine own Salvation; 
ſo thou moſt juſtly enforceſt that bleſſed Lord to 
ſwear in his Wrath, that thou ſhalt never be ſaved. 


WHAT an unworthy Thing is this; that all the 
precious Promiſes in the Book of Gon, confirmed 
with his own Oath, and ſealed with his Son's 
Blood, ſhould ſuffer Diſhonour, as it were, by thy 


Di 
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Diftruſt: As tho' ſo many mighty Rocks of Mercy 
and _—_ were not able to ſuſtain a poor bruiſed 
Reed 


Ir Gop would not give us Chri/?, without ſome 
Matter and Motives in us; without ſomething done 
by ourſelves firſt; it were ſomething to ſtand out 
in ſuch a Caſe: But he gives him moſt freely, 
without any Reſpect at all of any precedent Work, 
or Worth on our Part. Indeed there is required a 
Prediſpoſition in the Party, to take Chrift; as, he 
muſt be truly wounded, ſenſible of the Devil's 
Yoke, feel his own rar and thirſt for Chr it 
more than the whole World. Albeit ſuch Diſpoſiti- 
ons as theſe ſerve only to drive us unto Chris, and to 
let us ſee and feel a Neceſſity of Him; but they are 
infinitely, with more than an utter Impoſſibility 
diſabled, by any Worthineſs, to draw on Chre/t. 
He is a Gift; Bom. v. 16. And what is freer then 
Gift? Nothing is required at our Hands, for re- 
ceiving Him, but Empty-Handedneſs, and Senſible- 
neſs of our own Nothingneſs. Our Heavenly Fa- 
ther never did, nor ever will ſell his Son unto any 
fuſtitiary; or any, that will needs be Something 
in himſelf. He ever did, and ever will give Him 
to every poor Soul that is vile in his own Eyes, 
nothing in himſelf; /abours, and is heavy laden, and 


willing to take Him as a Sawiour, and a Lokd. A 


full Hand can hold Nothing; either it muſt be 
„or we cannot receive Chriſ. Firſt, thirſt, 

and then buy, without Money, and without Price, 

Ja. Iv. 1. | | . '% 

* 


Ir Gop then be ſo infinitely good, as to offer 
his Son fo freely; and thou art fitted to receive 
Him by Senſibleneſs of thy ſpiritual Miſery, thirſt- 
ing for his Blood, reſolving upon his Service for 
the Time to come; how unadviſedly cruel art 

W 3 thou 


{ 
N 
| 
| 
| 
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thou to thine own Conſcience, and unmannerly 
proud, that thou wilt needs ſtand off ſtill from tak- 
ing the Lokp 7400 ; and ſuffer ſtill thy poor trem- 
bling Soul to lie uuneceſſarily upon the Rack of 
Terror? Since thou getteſt and gaineſt nothin 

thereby; but Gop's Diſhonour; thine own wilful 
Torture; and the Gratification of Satan's malici- 
ous Cruelty. 


Bur were it not fitter for me, mayſt thou ſay, 
firſt to amend my Life; to do ſome good Works; 
before I be ſo bold, as to lay Hold on Chri/t?” J 
anſwer: Thou muſt firſt be alive, before thou 
canſt work. Thou muſt have ſpiritual Ability in- 
ſpired, before thou canſt walk in the good M ay. 

Thou muſt be juſtified, before thou be ſanctiſied. 
Now fpiritual Life is only then, and never before, 
or by any other Means infufed , but when we reach 
out an empty Hand, and take Joſe Chriſt into our 
humbled Souls. When a poor Soul, weary of all 
Sin, according to his Call, Commandment, and 
Counſel, rolls itſelf, as it were, upon the Lorn 
eſus, then is ſpiritual Life firſt breathed into it. 

| he vital Operations of Grace in all holy Duties, 
good Deeds, holy n Obedience, 
muſt appear afterward. ſting ourſelves upon 
that Lon p of Life, as our only Joy with whom 
we are reſolved to live and die, draws from Him 
into our Souls that heavenly Virtue, whereby we 
are afterward enabled to exerciſe all the Functions 
of ſpiritual Life, and to die to the World, and all 
worldly Pleaſures for ever. Herein is thy Fault. 
Thou conceiveſt not aright of Gop's free Grace; 
but thinkeſt thou ſhalt not be welcome; except thou 
comeſt with thy Coſt. Whereas Gop ever gives 
his Son freely; and bids thee come and buy without 
Aloney, and without Price. | 


* 


Bur 
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C Bur, thou ſayeſt again, will it not be Preſump- 
tion in me, having no good Thing in me at all, 
but coming now freſh from a — wicked, abo- 
minable Life, to take Chi as mine own; and 
all thoſe precious Promiſes ſcaled with his Blood ?” 
Enough hath been already ſaid, to meet with this 
Objection. It is not Preſumption, to come when 
thou art called. How can he be ſaid to pre- 
ſume, who is beth invited and intreated; commanded 
and threaten'd to come in. It were execrable Pre- 
ſumption, for any Man, who purpoſetly to go on 
in any one known vin, to believe that Chriſt is his 
Righteouſneſs and Sandiification. But where all Sin 
is a Burden, every Promiſe as a World of Gold, 
and the Heart ſincere for a New Way; there a Man 
may be bold. For thee to have pretended Part in 
Chrift, wallowing yet in thy Sins, had been horrible 
Preſumption indeed; and for me to have applied the 
Promiſcs, and preached Peace unto thy remorſcleſs 
Conſcience, before the Pangs of the New-Birth had 
ſeized thee, had been damnable Dawhbing: But in 
the Caſe I now ſuppoſe thee to be, it is both ſeaſon- 
able, and ſurely grounded, for me to aſſure thee of 
Pardon ; and for thee to receive Feſus Chrift with- 
— any more ado, into the Arms of thy humbled 


AND indeed thy Soul being thus humbled, if thou 
now ſtandeſt out, and reſuſeſt to accept of Feſus 
Chri/t, as he is offer'd to thee in the Goſpel ; thou 
doeſt great Diſhonour not only to the free Love of 
Gop, which giveth us his Son, without Money and 
without Price, as hath been taught before; but alſo 
to his ſweet Name, which prevents all the Reaſons 
thou canſt bring for Standing out, as you have ſeen 
before; and likewiſe to his glorious Attributes of 
Truth, Mercy and Power. op 


And 
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Ap 1. By refuſing to accept of Chrif, thou. 


tly diſhonoureſt the Truth of Gon. He that 
eveth, hath ſet to his Seal that GoD is true, Joh. 
iii. 33. He that [abours, and is heavy laden with the 
Burthen of Sin, comes to Chri/t for Eaſe, when he 
is called; takes him for his Sauicur and his Lord; 
5 to his Seal, that Cbriſi is true; that his pretious 
omiſe, Come unto Me all ye that lalour, and are 


laden, and I will give you Reſt Matth. xi. 28, 


is inviolable : Whereby Chri/t Feſus, bleſſed for 
ever, is mightily honoured, and his TI ruth glorified, 
But he that in this Caſe holds off, makes Him, who 
is Truth itſelf, a Liar: He that belteveth not Gon, 
hath made Him a Liar, 1 Joh. v. 10. Which Diſ- 
honour to the mighty Lok of Heaven and Earth, 
is the greater, and is much aggravated by the infi- 
nite Infallibility of the Promiſes. For beſides his 
Word, which were more than immeaſurably ſuffi- 
cient, He hath added a moſt folemn Oath for our 
Sakes, that we might have greater Aſſurance, and 
ſtronger Conſolation. 


2. His Mercy. Mercy in Gop is his Nature and 
Eſſence; and as is his Majeſty, ſo is his Mercy. We 
then greatly diſhonour Him in refuſing Mercy, in 
fuch a Caſe, for all the Heinouſneſs, or Number 
of Sins: Seeing, that no Sins, either for Number, 
or Notoriouſneſs, in a truly broken Heart, can 
make ſo much Reſiſtance to Gop's infinite Mer- 
cies, as the leaſt Spark of Fire, to the whole Sea. 


3. His Power. Perhaps, thou wilt reaſon with- 
in thyſelf, and Cavil cruelly againſt thine own 
Soul thus: Alas! what talk you of taking Chriff, 
the Promiſes of Life, and heavenly Liekticames; 
my poor Heart is as dark as the very Middle of 
Hell; much harder then a Rock of Adamant; as 


cold and dead, as the ſenſeleſs Centre of the Earth; 
as 
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as uncomfortable and reſtleſs, almoſt, as Deſpera- 
tion itſelf. It is impoſſible, that ſuch a dark, hard, 
dead, comfortleſs "I hing ſhould ever be enlighten- 
ed, ſoftened, quickened, and eſtabliſhed with Joy.” 
But mark herein, how thou unadviſedly underva- 
lueſt, and unworthily ſetteſt Bounds to the unli- 
mited Power of Gop. Whereas thou ſhouldſt 
imitate Abraham, the Father of them that believe, 
who Haggered not at the Promiſe of Gon through 
Unbelief: But was flrong in Faith, giving Glory to 
Gop: Being fully perſwaded, that what He had 
promiſed, He was able to perform, Rom. iv. 20, 21. 


4. Tuov diſhonoureſt likewiſe even his Fu/tice. 
Chriſt's Blood is already paid, as a Price for the 
Pardon of the Sins of thine humbled Soul; and 
thou wilt needs pay it over again, or elſe thou wilt 
not enter upon the Purchaſe: As tho' Gop did ex- 
pect and exact the Diſcharge of the ſame Debt 
twice; which to imagine, were a' monſtrous,” in- 
tolerable Indignity to the moſt juſt Gon. If a 
Man, who having a Debt fully diſcharged by the 
Surety, ſhould preſs upon the Principal for the Pay- 
ment of the ſame again, we ſhould think him to 
a very unjuſt, cruel, and mercileſs Man. What 
a fearful Diſhonour then is it to the merciful and 
righteous Judge of all the World, to conceive, that 
having received an exact and full Satisfaction for 
all our Sins, by the Heart's Blood of his own dear 
Son, He ſhould require them again at our Hands. 
We may aſſuredly build upon it, as upon a Rock 
of eternal Truth; that when we come unto Chri/t, 
weary of all our Sins, thirſting ſincerely for Him, 
and throwing ourſelves upon Him, as Salvation it» 
ſelf; reſolved to take upon us his ſweet and eaſy 
Yoke for the Time to come; He doth preſently, as . 
He hath promiſed, take off the Burden, and free 
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us entirely from the foul Guilt and nical Pow. 
er of Sin. * 5 


Now, if thou wilt caſt thyſelf upon Feſus Chrif, 
being ſo humbled, ſpiritually thirſty, and reſolved, 
as thou haſt faid, and I ſuppoſed at the firſt : (For 
we, who are Gop's Meflengers, comfort and af- 
ſure of Pardon in ſuch Caſes, only.) Thou ſhak 
then do, as Gop would have thee; and mightily 
honour the ynvaluable, and infinite Dignity of his 
Son's Paſhon, the precious Freeneſs of all the Pr+ 
miſes, his free Love, (weet Name, Truth, Mercy, 
Power, and Juſtice; thou ſhalt alſo defeat the Devils 
| preſent fiery Darts, and Projects of further Cruelty; 

diſ and unwind thyſelf out of the irkſome 
Maze of reſtleſs Terrors, and Trouble of Mind; 
crown thy own Soul in the mean Time with Peace 
that paſſeth all Underſtanding. 


« YEA, but may another fay, I have caſt my- 
ſelf upon Feſus Chrift; and there, by the Mercy 
of Gon, am I reſolved to ſtick; and yet no Com- 

fort comes: What ſhall I think of myſelf, in this 
Caſe?” I think in ſuch a Caſe, fuch an one hath 
Cauſe ſeriouſly and impartially, to ſearch and try 
his ſpiritual State. For which Purpoſe ponder ſe- 
riouſly ſuch Conſiderations as theſe : Some of which 
may diſcover Unſoundneſs; others Unadviſedneſs. 


1. IT may be, the Party is not yet come in 
Truth, to ſound Humiliation, Cantrition, ſpiri- 
tual Thirfting, and Reſolution to ſell all, but only 
hath over them ſuperficially, not ſincerely; 
and then no Marvel, tho' no true and real Com- 
fort come. 


2. Or it may be, howſoever he proteſts other- 
wiſe, and for all his Trouble of Mind, his mu 
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ful Heart may ſtill ſecretly harbour ſome fweet Sin, 
as Pride, Revenge, Luſt. From which it doth 
not heartily reſolve and endeavour to make an ut- 
ter Divorce. And afſuredly, that falſe Heart, which 
regards, and allows any I ichedneſs in itſelf, how- 
\ WH foever it may be deluded with ſome Flaſhes; yet 
WH ſhall never be truly refreſhed with Foy in the Holy 
Gbot. 


| IT be, tho' there was ſome plauſible Shew, 

tha the Party was caſt down with the heayy Weight 
of Sin, yet the true Cauſe of his Heavineſs and 
bittereſt Complaint, was fome ſecret earthly Diſ- 
| content. And in fuch Caſes, remove this, and 
| WH you remove his Pain; comfort him about his Croſs, 
and you ſet him where he was. And therefore, as in 
all chis he continues a meer Stranger to the Sweet- 
| nes, Amiableneſs, and Excellency of 7 Chrift 

ſo it is impoſſible, that he ſhould be acquainted 
with any ſound fpiritual Comfort. 


Bur 1 will ſuppoſe all to be ſincere, and-as i6 
ſhould be: Let me adviſe Thee then to take No- 
tice of thine Unadviſedneſs. | 


1. THov art, perhaps, ſo drown'd in the Diſ- 
tractions of a fad Heart, that thou utterly forgetteſt 
to give Thanks, and magnify Gop's y, for 
convincing, and terrifying thy Conſcience; offer- 
ing his Son; raiſing in thine Heart a Thirſt after 
Him; and giving thee ſpiritual Ability to reſt thy 
weary Soul upon Him. And who knows not, that 
Unthankfulneſs keeps many good Things from us; 
and is a Block to intercept the comfortable Current 
of Gop's Favours. 


2. Ox it may be, when a Miniſter, upon thy 
Complaint that wo Comfort comes, doth ſeriouſſy 
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labour to ſettle thine Heart in Peace; telling thee, 
That as thine humbled Soul, leaning upon Chrift, 
draws much ſanctifying Grace from Him; ſo it 
may, and ought alſo to draw Abundance of ſpiri- 


tual Joy from that ever-ſpringing Fountain of Life; 


yet notwithſtanding all this, thou ſuffereſt the con- 


trary Suggeſtions of the Devil, to fruſtrate all theſe 


8 Meſſages. And therefore it is juſt with 
OD, that thou fare the worſe at his Hands, and 
fall. ſhort. of thine Expectation; becauſe thou giy- 
eſt more Credit to the Father of Lies, than the 
LorD of Truth. Many in ſuch Caſes, while 
God's Meſſenger ſtands b „opening, and apply- 
ing the rich Treaſures of Gop's free Mercy, and 
with prefent Replies, repelling Satan's Cavils, are 
cheared and revived; but when he is gone, th 

give Way again to that foul, lying Fiend, to caſt 
a Miſt over the tender Eye of their weak Faith. 


3. Nay, but ſuppoſe a Man be truly humbled, 
thankful, reſolute againſt all Sin, and labour to 
believe, and yet no Comfort come? I fay then, 
there is another Duty expected at thy Hands, 
right precious and pleaſing unto Gon: And that 
is Waiting. By which Gop would, 


1. WoRk more Hungering and Thirſting, 


2 Longing and N after the raviſhing 
weetneſs of his comfortable Preſence; with which 
melting, earneſt, crying Diſpoſitions, He is very 
much delighted; 


2. CAUSE us with Peace and Patience to ſub- 
mit unto, and depend upon his merciful Wiſdom, 
in diſpoſing and appointing Times and Seaſons for 
our Deliverances. For He well knows, that every 
Point and Period of Time: 1. When his Mercy 
ſhall be moſt magnified: 2. His Children's How 
* . m 
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moſt ſeaſonably comforted, to pour out themſelyes 
in Praiſe: 3- His, and our ſpiritual Enemies moſt 
gloriouſly confounded; 


bye. 1 and ſet on Work with extraor- 
dinary Fervency, the Spirit of Prayer; fright us 
further from Sin for the Time to come; fit us for 
a more fruitful Improvement, of all Offers and 
Opportunities to do our Souls Good; to make 
more of Jey and Peace in believing, when we en- 
joy it; and to declare to others in like Extremity, 
Gop's Dealing with us, for their Support. 


Ws muſt learn then, to „and be content 
with Go p's Seaſon; and up our Hearts in 
the mean Time with ſuch Conſiderations, as theſe: 
Firſt, We perform a very ac e Service, and 
a Chriſtian Duty, right pleaſing unto, and much 
prevailing with Gop, by Waiting: Secondly, By 
our patient Dependence upon God, we may migh- 
tily encreaſe, and multiply our Comfort, when his 
Time is come. For He is wont to recompence 
abundantly, at laſt, his longer Tarrying, with Ex- 
cels of Joy, and over-flowing ons of his 
Love. Thirdly we muſt ever remember that all the 
while he exerciſeth us with Maiting, that Seaſon is 
not yet come, which in his merciful Wiſdom, He 
holds the meeteſt to magnify the Glory of his 
Mercy, and to advance our ſpiritual Good. But 
| deſire to come yet nearer to thy Conſcience, 
Thou fayeſt, and I ſuppoſe ſo, That thou art weary 
ef all thy Sins, hungereſt and thirſteſt after the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chri/t; prizeſt Him before all the 
World; haſt caſt thyſelf upon his Truth and Ten- 
der-heartedneſs, for everlaſting Saſety; and yet 
thou feeleſt no ſpecial ſenſible * in thine Heart 
thereupon. Be it ſo; yet upon this Occaſion, take 
my Counſel, and have Recourſe afreſh unto the 

. Vor. VIII. X | PÞ ro- 
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'Promi ergy Ser thy Soul upon them ſeriouſly, 
with fixe Meditation, and fervent Prayer: Set thy. 
ſelf purpoſely with Earneſtneſs and Induſtry, to 
ſuck from them, their heavenly Sweetneſs. And 
then, how is it poſſible, that thine Heart ſhould 
make Reſiſtance to thoſę Torrents of ſpiritual Re- 
freſhings, which, by à natural and neceſſary Con- 
ſequence, ſprings abundantly from the comfortable 
Concluſions, grounded upon the ſure Mord of Go, 
and thine own inward Senſe, and moſt certain un- 
deniable Experience? 


3. TxiRDLY, Many there are, who much 
complain of the great Diſproportion between the 
notorious Wickedneſs of their former Life, and their 
Bewailing of it ; between the Number of their Sins, 
and Fewneſs of their Tears; the Heinouſneſs of 
their Rebellions, and little Meaſure of their Humi- 
liation. And thereupon, becauſe they did not feel 
' thoſe Terrors in turning unto Gop ; thoſe vio- 
lent Pangs in the New Birth, which they have ſcen, 
heard, or read of, in others, perhaps, leſs Sinners 
than themſelves; they are much troubled with 
Doubts about the Truth of their Converſion. 
Whereby they receive a great Deal of Hurt and 
Hindrance in their ſpiritual State. For Satan gains 
very much by ſuch a Suggeſtion. Thereby he la- 
bouis and too often prevails: 


F1asT, To hinder the Chriſtian in his ſpiritual 
Building. With what Heart can he hold on, who 
doubts of the Soundneſs of the Foundation? 


* SECONDLY, To abate his Courage in — 
on Gos Side, Patience under the Croſs, ſpiritua 
ſoy: To keep him in Dulneſs of Heart, Deadneſs 
of Affections, Diſtractions at holy Exerciſes, and 
under almoſt continual Sadneſs: 425 | 
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Tump, To faſten a great Deal of Diſhonour 

upon GzoD;z when he can make the Chriſtian diſa- 
vow, as it were, ſo great a Work of Mercy, ſtampt 
upon his Soul by an Almighty Hand: A Work for 
Wonder and Power anſwerable, (if not tranſcen- 
dent) to the Creation of the World. To the Pro- 
duction whereof, the infinite Mercies of the Fa- 
ther ; the warmeſt Heart's-Blood of his only Son ; 
the mightieſt Meding of the bleſſed Spirit were re- 
quired. Now what an Indignity is offered unto fo 
glorious a Workman, and fo bleſſed a Work, to 
aſſent unto the Devil, a known Liar, that there is 
no ſuch Thing? 


Bur to keep myſelf to the Point. Thoſe who 
complain, That becauſe the Pangs of their New- 
Birth were not anſwerable to the Heinouſneſs of 
their former Courſes, and therefore ſuſpect the 
Truth of their Converſion, may have their Doubts - 
encreaſed, by ſuch Propoſitions as theſe; which Di- 
vines, both antient and modern, let fall ſometimes 
in their Penitential Diſcourſes. 2 


Ox DIN ARILY Men are wounded in their Cunſei- 
ences at their Converſion,: anſtuerabiy to the Wicked- 
neſs of their former Converſation. —Contritton in true 
Converts, is for the maſt Part propertionable to the 
Heinauſfneſs of their farmer Courſes. — Sorrow muſt be 
proportionable to our Sins. The greater our Sin, the 
fuller muſt be our Sorrow. — He that hath exceeded in 
Sin, let him exceed alſo in Sorrow. — Grievous Sins 
require moſt grievous Lamentations.—The Meaſure 
of your Mourning muſt be agreeable, and preportion- 
one ts ie Bt iO af; Oy 


And yet, I fay, 


X 2 | I. Fiss r, 


—— 
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1. FirsT, That between Sinand Sorrow, we can- 
not expect a preciſe Proportion. Great Sins ſhould be 

catly lamented ; yet no Sin can be ſufficiently 

rrowed for; tho it may be favingly. When we 
fay, the Pangs of the New Birth muſt be anſwer- 
able to the former Sin; we mean, not that we can 
mourn for Sin according to its Merit; that is im- 
poſſible: But great Sins require a great Deal of 
Sorrow. We muſt not think, that we have ſor- 
rowed enough for any Sin, though we can never 
ſorrow ſufficiently, 


2. SECONDLY, If you aſk me, when Trouble 
for Sin is faving; I anſwer, when it is true. If 
you further demand, when it is true? I fay, when 
it drives thee utterly to /e// all, in the Senſe I have 
ſaid before; and brings thee with a ſettled Reſolu- 
tion to Jeſs Chri „to live and die with Him, as 
a Saviour and a Loxp, and is accompanied with 
an univerſal Change in Body, Soul and Spirit. 


Notice of ſuch Confidera- 


3. TrirDLy, take 
tions, as theſe: 


1. Gop being a moſt free A doth not tie 
Himſelf conſtantly, and unvariably, to the ſame 
Meafures and Times, of working upon his Chil- 
dren. For He is wiſe without Limit, and above 
Meaſure; and therefore hath many ſecret and glo- 
rious Ends, which, my to his good Pleaſure, 
much diverſify the Means ſubordinate thereunto. 
From whence may ſpring theſe Concluſions: 


1. HE may, for the moſt Part, create in the 
Heart of the true Convert, Terrors and Troubles of 
Conſcience; Amazements and Mourning, anſwer- 
able, in ſome good Meaſure, to his former wicked 


Ways.” 
® 2. Hs 
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2. Hz may ſometimes ſuffer a notorious Sinner 
to paſs more eaſily through the Pangs of the New- 
Birth. But then ſuch an One is wont to walk 
more humbly before Gop, all his Life after; for 


that he was not humbled with more Remarkable- 


neſs of penitent Remorſe, and ſpiritual Anguiſh in 


his Converſion. Or elſe upon ſome Occaſion af- 


terward in his Chriſtian Courſe, he may be vexed 
afreſh, with more Terror and Trouble of Conſei- 
ence, than in his firſt Change: In ſuch Caſes as 
theſe: 1. If he ſhould, by ſome violent Enticement, 
be entangled again, with any formal ſenſual Plea- 
ſure, or by Neglect of Warchfulneſs over his Ways, 
be ſuddenly ſurprized with ſome new ſcandalous 
Sin. 2. Upon the Aſſault of ſome extraordinary 


frighting Temptation. 3. When ſome heavy Croſs, 


or Sickneſs, after many proſperous Days, ſhall ſeize 
upon him, which may lie fore and long. 4. Upon 
his Bed of Death; efpecially, if he fall upon it 
immediately after ſome Relapſe, Back-ſliding, or 
new Wound of Conſcience. There is a Kind of 
natural Power, beſides God's ſpecial Hand, in 
Sickneſs, Sorrow, Darkneſs, Melancholy, the 
Night, extraordinary Croſſes, the Bed of Death, 
to repreſent the true Number, and Heinouſneſs of 
Sins with greater Horror, and more unto the Life: 
Whereas, Proſperity, Health, and Days of Peace, 
do rather delude the Eyes of the Conſcience ; and. 
like falſe and flattering Glaſſes, make thoſe foul. 
Fiends ſeem fairer then they are indeed. . 


BRE SID Es the Caſes above-mentioned, this Ter- 
ror and Trouble of Conſcience may befall them, 5. 
For their own Tryal. This was the End, as it 
may ſeem, why Job was ſet up as a Mark, for whole 
Armies of Terrors to fight againſt. He approved 
himſelf to be Steel to the Back, as they ſay, by that 
victorious Ejaculation, on xiii. 15. Theugh . A 
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me, yet will I truft in Him. Whereby Gop was 
mightily honour'd, Satan utterly confounded, that 
Controverſy, I betber Fob feared Gop for Nought, or 
no ? gloriouſly ended on Gop's Side. 6. That, taſt- 
ing again the Bitterneſs of Divine Wrath for Sin, 
they may flee further from it. 7. That thereby the 
incomprehenſible Love of Chrift toward them, may 
hnk deeper into their Hearts; who for their Sakes, 
and Salvation, drank deep and large ; and the very 
of that Cup; the leaſt Drop whereof; is to 
them ſo bitter. 8. That by ſometimes fecling the 
contrary, their Joy in the Light of Gop's Counte- 
nance may be more joyful ; their ſpiritual Peace 
more pleaſant, the Pleaſure of Grace more pretious, 
the Comforts of Godlineſs more comfortable. g. 
For Admenition to others: To draw duller and 
drouzy Chriſtians to more Strictneſs, Watchfulneſs, 
and ; by obſerving the ſpiritual Troubles of 
thoſe, who are far more holy than themſelves : To 
intimate unto formal Profeſlors, that all is certain- 
naught with them, who ordinarily are meer 
Strangers to all Afflictions of Soul, and Sorrow for 
Sin. 10. For Terror to many, who going on ſe- 
curely in their ſenſual Courſes, are wont to cry 
down all they can, the Power of Preaching, by 
crying to their Companions thus, or in the like 
© aan Ihy Well, for all this, we hope, Hell is not jo 
hat, nor Sin ſo heavy, nor the Devil ſo black, nor God 
fa unmerciful, as theſe preciſe Preachers would make 
them. How may ſuch as theſe be affrighted, and 
| terrified upon this Occaſion, when pondering upon 
that terrible Place, 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18. 1 Judgment 
begin at the Houſe of Gop, what ſhall the End be « 
. them, that obey not the N. 30D? And if t 
Righteaus ſcarcely be 2 | if Gop's Children have 
their Conſciences „ as it were, with the 
Flames of Hell] where ſhall the Ungodly and the Sin- 
ner afpear ? but in the Bottom 2 


Pw / 


| giving him over ts ſome abborred Abomination 
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and amidft the unquenchable Rage of thoſe endleſs 
Flames. 


3. Gop may ſometimes, for ſome hidden, and 


holy Ends, framing to his Heavenly Wiſdom, 


bring a leſs heinous dinner, through extraordinary 
P out of his Natural Grate. into the Good 
May. And Terrors and Troubles may be multi- 
olied in our Enlargement, from the State of Dark- 
neſs, and Chains of the Devil, by, | 


FIRST, Some P reparatives, which Gop ſome- 
times in his unſearchable. Wiſdom doth immediate- 
ly premiſe ; or ſuffer to fall out. As, 


1. SOME heavy Croſs, and grievous AfMition ;; 
to make the Power of the Law fall more heavily 
upon our ſtony Hearts. This we ſee in Manafſes, 
who, by the Heavinck and Horror of his Chains, 
was humbled greatly before the Go of his Fathers. 


2. STRANGE Terrors, ſometimes ariſing from 
external Accidents; . yea, — natural Cauſes, 
Mong and App, bodily Diſtempers, hor- 
rible Injections, and hideous Thoughts, whereby 
they 2 mi ightily affrighted before Hand, and pre- 
pared to paſs through Bo Pangs of the New-Birth 
more terribly. 


3- SOME heinous and crying Sin, which He ſuf- 
fers ſome to fall into, and immediately it a- 
wakes the Conſcience. That Almigh — 
who is able to bring Health out of ohen Death 
out of Life; Light out of Darkneſs; may by acci- 
dent, as they ſay, prepare One to Converſion, by 


4. Lv- 
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4. LyinG long in Ignorance, Senſuality, and 
diſſolute Life, without profitable, and powerful 
Means. In this Caſe, upon the firſt Awakening, and 
Affrighting the Conſeience for Sin, it may be ex- 
poles to many terrible Perplexities. And we find 

Y 


Experience, what an hard Taſk it is, to under- 
take a poor iznorant Soul, troubled in Mind, 
The Cure is many Times very difficult, dangerous, 
and long. The Darkneſs of their Ignorance, be- 
ing now diſtreſſed in Conſcience, is very fit Mat- 
ter for Satan to work in hideouſly, His main Plot 
againſt ſuch ordinarily 1s, to drive them to Self de- 
ſtruction, before they get Underſtanding in the 
Ways of Gop; or we can get any competent 


Light into their Conſciences. 


Scoop, Some concurrent Circumſtances : 


As, 


I. A MELANCHOLy Conſtitution. That, Hu- 
mour doth naturally give Edge to Terrors and Sor- 
rows. FI EA og Wok 


> 


" 2. Tax Crabbedneſs, and Crookedneſs of his 
natural Diſpoſition, which muſt be tamed with 
Violence. An hard and knotty Block, muſt have 
an hard Wedge. Gop is here wont ſweetly, and 
wiſely to apply Himſelf to the ſeveral Natures, and 
Diſpoſitions of his Children. TEC EAPO RT”. 


3. HericaTH of Place, and Happineſs of this 
Lis: Whereby it comes to paſs, Men fo deeply 
drowned in Senſuality and Earthly-mindedneſs, for 
a thorough Change, have Need to be taken down 
3 throughly with a deep Senſe of legal Terrors. 


8 By a 


4. ExctLLENCY of natural, or acquired Parts, 
and Endowments; as Wit, Ln 
i a | | 12 if. 
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Wiſdom, wretchedly abus'd, and! * 

upon wrong and Ae Obj ets. fg 
a great Meaſure of Humiliation, will hardly fright 
ſuch vain Over-valuers of themſelves, from their 
Follies. And here alſo Satan interpoſeth moſt fu- 
riouſly, and hinders this happy Work all he can: 
For he well knows, That if ſuch Parts ſhould be 
turr:ed the right Way, his Kingdom would fare the 
worſe. And Herefor h he 2 with all his Power; 
railing as many T of Terror, as he is able; 
that he may either drive them back, or ſwallow 
them up into the abhorred Gulph of Deſpair. 


5. A MORE ſearc and piercing Miniſtry ; 
which is ordinarily — to awaken the Conſens 


with more Terror; to fill it with more univerſal, 


and clearer Light, to quicken it with more Appre- 
henfion ; and „„ to afflict it with 
a more feelin AD 


and holy Wrath againft Sin hk 


6. Nor Opening the Wound of Conſcience be- 
time to ſome ſkilful Soul- 8 may be an 
unhappy Means, much to enlarge, both the Con- 
tinuance and Extremity of a Mas s ſpiritual Trou- 
ble. Shame, Baſhfulneſs, Pretence of Want of 
Opportunity, Hope to get through by himſelf, 
are ordinary Keys to lock up his Tongue at ſuch a 
Time. But ſure I am, Satan hath a chief Stroke 
m ſuch Concealment: For alas! he wins by it 
wofully. Let ſuch an one then be ever ſure moſt 
reſolutely to break through the Devil's Snare; and 
2 0 out his Soul betime into ſome faithful, holy 
om, f 


Lx r us obſerve, 3. The Ends, to „lich Gon pre- 
pares ſome by their fore Travail in the New- birth. 


He may purpoſe ſometim es in ſuch Caſes: 
1. To 
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1. To employ them, as Chri/?'s reſolute and 
undaunted Champions in more worthy Services, 
In managing whereof, Remembrance of their hav- 
ing been once, as it were, in the Mouth of Hell, 
ſerves as a continual Spur to do nobly, and to ſup- 
ply them, from Time to Time, with Mightincſs 

Courage, and Eminency of Zeal. 


2. To make them afterwards of excellent Uſe, 
out of their former Experience, to ſpeak unto the 
Hearts of their Brethren, ready to ſink into the 
ſame Gulph of Horror, out of which, the good 
Hand of Gop's gracious Providence, hath by ſuch, 
and ſuch Means, ſo mercifully pulled them. 


847 To render them to the Church, Mirrors of 
Self-Denial, Heavenly-mindedneſs, and holy Walk- 
ing with Gop. Mindfulneſs of their former Wreſt- 
ling with the Wrath of Go, Deſpair, and the 
Horrors of Hell, makes them ever after mindleſs of 
earthly Things, weaned from the World, ſtartling 
at every Appearance of Evil, greedy of Godlineſs, 


converſing in Heaven. 


Fon Concluſion: Let all thoſe, who have paſſed 
through the Pangs of the New-Birth, not ſo terri- 


* 
- 


bly, (eſpecially, having been formerly notorious) 


be adviſed, to humble themſelves in the Sight of the 
Lorp, yet more and more unto their dying Day. 
The humbleſt Chriſtians are ever higheſt in Favour, 
and neareſt in Familiarity. with Almighty Gop. 


4. In the fourth Place, I come to ſpiritual De- 
ſertion; which puts the Chriſtian, for the Preſent, 
into a dark and diſcomfortable Condition. I mean, 
when the moſt wiſe Gon, for ſome holy Ends 
ſceming good unto Himſelf, with-holds from the 


Heart of his Child, the Light of his c 
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the Beams of his Favour, and Senſe of his Love. 
He then feels in himſelf a fearful Deprivation , 
and Diſcontinuance of the Fruition of Gop; of 
Joy in the Holy Gh; Chearfulneſs in Well-doing, 
and godly Duties; Confidence in Prayer; Aſſurance 
of being in a ſaving State. This ſecret and won- 
derful Work, doth Gop exerciſe on his Children, 
in many Caſes, and for many Cauſes. | — 
4 


1. SOMETIMES upon a Re-enſnarement in ſome 
Boſom-Sin, which was their Darling and Delight. 
Gop therefore may hide his Face from a Man, and 
leave him to the kneſs of his own Spirit; ſo 
that he may for a long Time walk on heavily, void 
of Hope, ſpiritual Joy, Peace of Conſcience, and 
Senſe of Gop's Favour, | 


2. SOMETIMEsSthe Loxp may, for a Time, with- 
draw the Light of his Countenance, and Senſe of his 
Graces from his Child; that he may be driven 
thereby to take a more ſerious, thorough Survey 
of his youthful Sins; and ſo put again, as it were, 
into the Pangs of his New-Birth, that Chi may 
de more perfectly formed in him. That he may 
make a new Inquiſition, and deeper Search into 
the whole State of his Conſcience, of his Conver- 
lation, and every Corner of his Hegrt; and fo for 
the Time to come, more carefully cut off all Oc- 
caſions of Sin; and with more Reſolution, and 
Watchfulneſs, oppoſe every Luſt, Paſſion, Diſtrac- 
tion in holy Duties, Enticements to Relapſe, ſpi- 
ritual Lazineſs Lukewarmneſs and Worldlineſs; 
with greater Severity to crucify his Corruptions, 
and execute the Law of the Spirit àgainſt the Re- 
bellions of his Fleſh. | 3 


3. Tux; For Trial, Quickening; and 


Exerciſe of ſpiritual Graces: That they may put 


forth themſelves with the more Power and Illuſ- 


5 


triouſneſs. Deſertion in this Caſe, being to them, as 
Water caſt upon the Smith's Forge, to make ſome 
of them eſpecially, to burn inwardly, as it were, 
inthe mean Time with more Heat; and all afterward 
to break out, and flame more gloriouſly. There are 
many gracious Diſpoſitions, in the Chriſtian's Heart, 
which would never ſee the Light, at leaſt with ſuch 
m_—_ were. it not for this Darkneſs. The 
of Lamps languiſh in the Light, but 
ſhine clear in the Dark. The Splendor and 
Beauty of the Stars would never appear, were there 
no Night. Yeu have heard of the Patience of Job, 
faith — And we read alſo of his excellent Faith, 
when he ſaid: Tho" He flay me, yet will J truſt in 
_ Him: But we had neither heard of, nor admired the 
one, or the other, had he not been afflicted, both 
with outward "Troubles, and inward Terrors. 


264  Iftrution for comforting 


I x is. no ſuch great Matter to be confident, 
when we are Wage with Toy and Peace in 
believing; but then to ſtick to Chriſ, and his ſure 
Word, when we have againſt us, Senſe and Rea- 
fon, Fleſh and Blood, Fears and Feeling, Heaven 
and. Earth, and all Creatures ; that is the Faith 
indeed; there is the true Splendor of that heavenly 
Jewel. That Prayer is truly fervent, fulleſt of 
Spirit, and enforced with moſt unutterable Groans, 
| which is poured out for the Recovery of God's 
Countenance, after-it hath been turned away from 
us for a Time. That Love is moſt induſtrious and 
mighty, groweth frong as Death, and into a moft ve- 
hement Flame; which .is enkindled in the upright 
when her deareſt Love is departed. T hat 
Thankfulneſs, which ſprings from a ſenſible Re- 
enjoyment of Feſus Chri/t, and Return of the Senſe 
of the Savour of his good Ointments into the Soul, 
Hath far more Heart and Life, than- the free and 
full Poſſeſñon of the viſible Glory, and 3 
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Comfort of the whole World. Thus doth our gra- 
cious GoD, who can bring Light out of Darkneſs; 
Life out of Death; Something out of Nothing'; 
Heaven out of Hell; come nearer unto us, by de- 
rting from us. By the dead Winter Time of a 
ſpiritual Deſertion, He may bring, by his blefſed 
Hand of Mercy, and quickening Influence, more 
Strength, Activeneſs, and Excellency into all our 
CES, a 


Lr every Chriſtian by the Way, take Notice 
of this Point; it may ſtead him in ſome fpiritual 
Extremity hereafter: GoD may 8 withdraw 
and delay his * to draw his Children through 
all the Means : Which, when they have paſſed, with- 
out prevailing; He after, and immediately, when He 
pleaſes, puts to his helping Hand, that they may not 
attribute it to the Means, tho never ſo excellent ; but 
to the Mercies of Gop, the only Well-ſpring, both 
of the firfl Plantation, Continuance, and 'Everlaſt- 


mgnefs of all ſpiritual Graces. 


4. FoukTHLY, The World ſometimes, that 
mighty Enemy to the Kingdom of Chrift, aided 
er-hand by our falſe Hearts, and the Devil's Craft, 
ſteals away, by Little and Little, their ſpiritual 
Strength, and ſupplants them at length, and throws 
them upon the . Nay, too often by its Syren's 


Songs, it lulls them into a Slumber of carnal Se- 
curity. And that fo dangerouſly, that tho" the 


Loxp Jeſus the Beloved of their Soul, cry aloud 
in their Ears, by the piercing Sound of his ſpiritual 


Trumpeters; and by the more immediate Motions 
of the Holy Spirit, intreat them to ſhake off that 


carnal Drowzineſs; to let the Earth fall out of 


| their Minds; and again to mind heavenly" Things; 
2 to me my Sifter, my Love, my Dove, my Undefiled : 


my Head is filled with Dew, and my Locks with 


the Drops of the Night. he for all this, they frame 


Vol. V many 
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many Shifts, Excuſes, and Delays, to put off thoſe 
Calls of Love and merciful Importunities; where- 
upon their blefled Spouſe ſo unworthily repelbd, 
departeth from them for a Time; withdraws the 
Lite and Light of his gracious Preſence ; hides 
the comfortable Beams of his Favour ; and fo leaves 
them to the Darkneſs of their own Spirits, in the 
comfortleſs Damp of a juſt Deſertion: That there- 
by, they may be ſchooled to prize Feſus Chri 

Ko foe Gold * Silver; to lien * N. 
verence to his heavenly Voice, in the Miniſtry of 
the Word; and to make more dear Account of 
godly Comforts, when they ſhall recover, and re- 
enjoy them. | 


HavinG thus diſcovered the Cauſes of Deſer- 
tion, I now come to the Comforts and the Cure. 
And 1. Conſider that ſome Graces are more ſub- 
ſtantial in themſelves, more profitable to us, and 
of greater Neceſſity for Salvation; as Faith, Repen- 
tance, Love, Obedience, Self-Denial, Vileneſs in 
our own Eyes, and humble Walking with Gop. 
Others are not ſo abſolutely neceſſary ; as ſenſible 

Comfort in the Holy Ge, Rejoicing in Hope, and 
a lively Freedom in Prayer. And from hence 
mayeſt thou take Comfort in two Reſpects: 1. De- 
ſertion deprives thee only of theſe comfortable Acceſ- 
ſaries; but thou art ſtill poſſeſt of the Subſtantials of 
Salvation: Of which, not the utmoſt Concurrence 
of all helliſh, and earthly Rage, can rob thee. 2. 
Loſs of theſe leſs principal Graces drive thee nearer 
to Chrift, by many unutterable Groans; every one 
whereof, is a ſtrong Cry in the Ears of Gop; and 
cauſeth thee better to prize, exerciſe, and im- 
prove thoſe other more neceſſary Graces, without 
which thou canſt not be ſaved. 


Ir 
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IT is a wiſe Paſſage in Mrs. Jour s Monument, 
Page 60. She continued faithful to the End, in the 
moſt ſubſtantial Graces. For hotuſoever ſhe mourned. 
for Want of that Degree of Foy, which ſhe had felt 
in former Times; yet ſbe continued in Repentance; in 
the Practice e 8 Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; in a ten- 
der. Love of GoD, and to bis Word, and Childrens 
in holy Zeal, and Fruitfulneſs, even to the laſt Pe- 
riod of ber Days. And indeed, her Want of ey 
was /o * — * unto her, that it was a Furtherance 
to a better Grace; namely, to Repentance, and Selj- 
Denial, and baſe Eſteem oo berſclf. And I call Re- 
pentance, 4 better Grace than Foy; becauſe, hefe 
ever Jey is a moſt excellent Gift of the Spirit; yet 


unte us, Repentance is more profitable. For I mate 


rl but that a mourning Chriſtian may le 
ſavea, without raviſhing Foy; and that Chriſt may 
s Tears in Heaven; but no Chriſtian 
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Fon Inſtance: The Darkneſs of our Spirits in 
ſpiritual Deſertions ſets our Faith on Work. In 
ſuch a Caſe, it hath Recourſe with more Love, 


and Longing to all-the Fountains of Life; the Per- {= 
| fon and Paſhon of Ghrift ; all the Promiſes; God's 
Free Grace; his {tet Name; and ſurveys. them 


more ſeriouſly ; ſounds them to the Bottom; that- 
by ſome Means, at leaſt,” it may ſubſiſt, and hold 
up the Head in ſuch an evil Time. It is now put 
to the Improvement of the very utmoſt of all its 
heavenly Vigour and Valour; and enforced to put 
forth its. higheſt Act; even to cleave faſt to the 
fure Mord of Gon, againſt all Senſe and Feeling; 
againſt all Terrors, Tricks of * __ Dr 
tations to the contrary. 


Ap by this extraordinary Exerciſe and Wreſt- 


ling, Faith is notably ſtrengthened, and ſtecled for 


Xi 
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the Time to come. For as Sloth, Idleneſs, and 
Want of Exerciſe, doth much emaſculate, and 
make our Bodies more unactive, but Hardſhip and 
Employment, doth much quicken and ſtrengthen 
them; So it is in the preſent Point: Without Op- 
poſition and Afﬀault Faith languiſheth; but when 
Storms, and ſpiritual Troubles ariſe, it ſtirs up it- 
ſelf; gathers its Strength and Forces together; caſts 
about for Aſſiſtance by Prayer, Miniſterial Coun- 
fel, Meditation upon ſpecial Promiſes; experimen- 
tal Recounting former Deliverances, Mercics, and 
Favours upon ourſelves, and others: And ſo be- 
comes far more excellent and victorious. 


REPENTANCE allo is furthered by this inward 
Trial and Struggle in the Time of Deſertion: And 
that in Reſpect of, 1. Sight of Sins. For through 
the Glaſs of ſpiritual Affliction we ſee more of 
them, and thoſe more monſtrouſly vile. The 
Clouds of inward Trouble eſpecially, unite, as it 
were, and collect the Sight of our Souls; and fo 
repreſent our Sins more to the Life, and in their 
true Colours; whereas the Gliſtering of Proſperity, 
is wont to diſperſe and dazzle it. 2. Of Senſe of 
them. We are then more apprehenſive of Divine 
Wrath, and Weight of Sin, when we are terrified, 
but with a Taſte of thoſe Seas of Bitterneſs, and 
Terror, which it merits at the Hands of Gop. 3. 
Of Hatred and Oppoſition thereto ; we then 
into a more hearty Loathing of that /weet Meat, 
which we are too apt to hide under our Tongue; 
when we feel it turned into Gall. We ſhall after- 
wards be far more watchful, and afraid to give En- 
tertainment in our Boſoms to thoſe Vipers, which 
have ſo ſtung us. 


AGAIN, this Conflict in Time of Deſertian, 
makes Self- denial more reſolute and thorough. 5 or 
ks | 8 
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the deareſt and moſt deſirable Things of this Life, 
compared with Chrift, were never viler Dung in 
our Eſteem, than at ſuch a Time. We then find 
that moſt true; that though all the Stars ſhine ever 
ſo bright, it is ſtill Night, becauſe the Sun is gone; 
but the alone Preſence of that Prince of Light, 
creates a comfortable Day; though never a Star 
appear. So let us enjoy the LoxD Feſus ; and no 
Matter, though all the Creatures in the World be 
turned into Bears or Devils about us. But if He 
withdraw. Himſelf, the Confluence of all the Com- 
forts the whole Creation can afford, will do us no 
Good at all. | | 


 MoREOVER, this Conflict quickneth notably 
our New-Obedience. In Reſpect: Nh 


Fi Rs, Of Helineſs towards Gos, and reverent 
heavenly Behaviour about the firſt Table. A ge- 
neral Trial whereof, we may take, by comparing 
Mariners in a Storm, and arrived in the Haven; 
Priſons with Theatres; Burials . with Banquets ; 
Beds of Sickneſs, and Expectation of Death, with 
Strength of Youth, and proſperous Health ; and, 
which is punctual for my Purpoſe, Fits of Temp- 
tation, with Times of ſpiritual Welfare. For as 
in the one State, we may obſerve too much Pre- 
ſumption, Forgetfulneſs of Gop, Security, and. 
Sloth: So in the other, Trouble, Danger, and 
Diſtreſs, much alter the Caſe. We ſhall then ſee 
them bitterly bewailing their former Sins, trem- 
bling in the Duſt, ſceking early God's Face, 
falling to Prayer, vowing better Obedience, and 
promiſing, upon Deliverance, much Holineſs, and. 
a happy Change. What mighty Groans of Spirit 
proceed from the Deſerted, in ſuch a Caſe, which 
are the ſtrongeſt Prayers, though in that Agony 
they falſly complain that they cannot pray? How: 
2 3 gree- 
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— are they of godly Conference, Counſel and 
mfort out of the Word, Days of Humiliation, 
of the moſt ſearching Sermons, godlieſt Company, 
Preſence and Prayers of the preciſeſt Miniſters? 
How fearful are they, to hear any worldly Talk 
upon the Loxp's Day? How ſenſible of the leaſt 
Sin, any Diſhonour of Gop, and all Appearance 
of Evil? In a Word; how buſily are they about 

that one Thing needful? 


SECONDLY, Of Compaſſion towards others. Suf- 
ferings ſoften Men's Hearts towards their Brethren. 
Perſonal Miſeries make them pitiful to others. 
Experience of our own Weakneſſes, Wants, Dan- 
ger to ſink under the Waves of Gop's Wrath, 
and Diſability to ſubſiſt by ourſelves, a ſweet 
Mildneſs, and gentle Behaviour towards our Neigh- 
bours; whoſe Aſſiſtance, Viſitation and Prayers we 
now ſee we ſtand in Need of. Proſperity is apt 
to produce Scornfulneſs, Infolency, Selt-confidence, 
and Contempt of Others; but Gop's Hand upon 
us, eſpecially in Afflictions of Soul, teacheth us a- 
nother Leſſon; to wit, how frail, weak, and un- 


worthy we are. 


- THIRDLY, Of Self-knowledge, In Times of 
Peace and Calmneſs, looking through the falſe 
Spectacles of Self-love, we are ready to out-prize 
our Gifts; to miſtake Shadows, for Subſtances ; 
Mites of Vertues, for richeſt Talents; the infant 
Beginnings of Grace, for Tallneſs in Chriſt : But 
let the TI ouchſtone of ſome ſorer Trial repreſent 
ourſelves unto ourſelves, and we {ſhall more clearly 
ſee our ſpiritual Abilities, in their true Nature and 
Proportion. Then all unſound Semblances of Suf- 


ficiencies, and former Flouriſhes of unhumble Aſ- 
ſurance, will vaniſh quite away, and come to No- 


thing in the Fire of ſpiritual Afflictions. 
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\ the Weakneſs of our too much vaunted Chriſtian 


Valour will be diſcovered unto us, when we are 
put to wreſtle with the Wrath of Gop, and leſt 
to the Horror of ſome hideous Temptation. WY 


2. HEAR what Mr. Hooker, a Man of — 
Learning, ſays in the preſent Caſe: Happier a great 
Deal is that Man's Caſe, whoſe Soul by imward Be 
folation is humbled, than he, whoſe Heart is, through 
Abundance of pi: ritual Delight, exalted above Mea- 
ſure. Better is it ſometimes to go down into the Pit 
with him, who beholding Darko and bewailing 
the — inward Foy, crieth from the Bottom of the 
el; My Gop, My Gop, why haſt Thou 
— — me ? than continually to walk Arm in Arm 
with Angels; to fit, as it were, in Abraham's Bo- 
ſem; and to have no Thought, but of Peact, and bleſs- 
ing himſelf in the Singularity of Aſſurance above other 
Men; to ſay, I defire no other Bliſs, but only Du- 
ration of my preſent comfortable F celings and Fru- 
ition of God: I want Nothing, but even Thruſting 
into Heaven; for in the Heiphth » 7 ſpiritual Ræviſb- 
ments, thou art in great Hazard of being wore a- 
bove Meaſure; and jo mayſt be ju expeſed to a _ 
Thorn in 145 Fleſh, 7 Ae jo — to buffet 
thee. But now on the other Side, the loweſt Degr 7 
of Humiliation under Gop's mighty Hand, ts 2 
neareſt St + Exaltatian of Spirit ; the Darkrefs of 

ine B ertion 1s wont to go immediately before 


4 glorious $an-Rij of heavenly Light. 


1 Nav, hear the Spirit of all Truth and Comfort. 
imſelf: Ae is among you that feareth the Lok p, 
that obeyeth the Voice of bis — that walketh in 
Darkneſs, and hath no 2 ? Let him truſt in the 
Name of the Lox, and flay upon his Gop. Whence 


arne. 
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 Bxcavst thou feeleſt thyſelf in Darkneſs, and 


to have no Light; thou art ready thereupon to con- 


clude againſt thy own Soul, that Chriſt, Grace, Sal- 
vation, and all, are gone for ever: And this is the 
ſoreſt Pang, which grievouſiy afflicts, and rents the 
Heart in Pieces. But herein the Deſerted wro 
their own Souls; not conſidering, that their all- 
ing in Darkneſs, and having no Light, may moſt 
certainly conliſt with a ſaving State, and a Being in 
God's f 

ed Place, wherein, he that waſketh in Darkneſs, and 


hath no Light, is ſuch an one as feareth the Log, 


and obeyeth the Voice of his Scruant. Now, the Fear 
of Gop, and Obedience to the Miniſtry, are evi- 

ent Marks of a gracious Man. Here then is Com- 
fort in the greateſt Darkneſs: for we may aſſure 
ourſelves, that Gop by his bleſſed Spirit hath a 


ſecret Influence and ſaving Work upon our Soul, 


when there is no Light. "The Sun, we know, tho” 
he leaves his Light upon the Face of the Earth, yet 
notwithſtanding, deſcends by a real effectual Indus 
ence into the Boſom and darkeſt Bowels thercof; 
begetting Metals, as Gold, Silver, and other pretious 
Things. It is fo in the preſent Point. A poor Soul 
may lie grovelling in the Duſt, afflicted, teſſed with 
e and yet partake ſtill of the ſweet Influence 
of Gop's Love, of a ſecret Work, and almighty. 
Support of the ſanctitying Spirit. 


4. THINK #t not frrange, that thou art fallen in- 


to this Kind of ſpiritual Affliction, as the” ſome 


Arange Thing, or that which may not befall the 


deareſt Servants of Gon, had happened unto thee. 
For herein thou becomeſt conformable to as holy 


Men, as ever the World had. Nay, to the Son / 


Gop Himſelf; from whoſe Example, let the Chri- 
ſtian, even in the darkeſt Horror of Deſertion, 
when he is afraid, leſt Gop hath forſaken _ 


avour: which appears plainly by the quot- 
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ſuch Conſiderations as theſe: 


1. CyR1sT Himſelf was in the ſame Caſe: Be- 
ſides à numberleſs Variety of moſt barbarous Cruel- 
ties, inflicted upon his bleſſed Body, He ſuffered al- 
ſo in Soul moſt intolerable Torments and Pain. 
He grappled with the fierceſt Wrath of his offend- 
ed Father for our Sins; and ſweat Blood under 
the Senſe of his Countenance: Nay, this 
Croſs upon his Soul, infinitely more weighty, than 
that which He carried upon his Shoulders toward 
Calvary, did not only cauſe Streams of great bloody 
Drops to fall down to the Ground; but alſo preſt from 
Him that heavy Groan, Matt. xxvi. 38. My Soul 
is exceeding ſarrotuſu, even unto Death: And that 
laſt bitter Cry: Gop! my Gop! ay ox 
Thou forſaken me? chap. xxvii. 46. If Chrift Jeſus 
Himſelf then, bleſſed forever, the Son of the Father's 
Lede, the Prince of Glory; nay, the Glory of Hea- 
ven and Earth, the Brightneſs of — Light; 
in whom He profeſſeth Himſelf to be leaſed, 
and for whoſe Sake only He loves all the Sons of 
Men, was thus — into a Depth of unknown 
Sorrows, and moſt grievous Deſertion; let no Chri- 
ſtian cry out, in the like ſpiritual Deſolation (but 
ever immeaſurabhy ſhort of his) and in his Fear of 
being forſaken, that his Caſe is ſingular, deſperate, 
irrecoverable: For the only dear, innocent Son of 
Gop, was far worſe in this Reſpect, and in greater 
Extremity, than he is, can, or ever ſhall be. 


2. As our ever- bleſſed Redeemer was in Himſelf 
infinitely free from all Sin; ſo by Conſequence 
from any inherent Cauſe of the leaſt Croſs. Fox 
He was of a moſt pure and holy Nature; all his 
Life long, kind, ſweet, and gracious to every 


Creature; offending none, doing Good unto alls 


fetch Abundance of Comfort, and Support out of 
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in his Death, brought as an innocent Lamb to that 
bloody Slaughter; net opening his Mouth, for all 
thoſe baſe, and barbarous Provocations of the mer- 
cileſs Miſcreants about Him; ſwimming in Blood, 
burning in Zeal, wreſtling in Prayer, even for the 
Salvation of his Enemies. So that his guiltlek, 
and unſpotted Soul had no Need at all of any Paf- 
hon, or Expiation. All his Sorrows and Suffer- 
2 were voluntarily undergone, only for our 
es, and Sins. Had not the precious Hearts 
Blood of the only Son of Gop been poured out as 
Water upon the Ground, never had any Son or 
Daughter of Adam been ſaved. | 


Is the Heart of any Mourner in Zion heavy, and 
ready to break for Sorrow, becauſe he hath loſt the 
Light of Gop's Face, Feeling of his Love, and 
Confolations of his Grace? So that the Darkneſs 
of his Spirit thereupon. frights him with 'Tempta- 
tions to Deſpair, and fears, left he be forſaken! 
O then let him have ſpeedy Recourſe unto this hea- 
venly Cordial: When our Loxp, and our Love 
felt the Curſe of our Sins, and his Father's hotteſt 
Wrath coming upon Him in the Garden; without 
any outward Violence at all, only out of the Pain of 
his own Thoughts; bled through the Fleſh and Skin, 
not ſome faint Dew, but even ſolid Drops of Blocd; 
and afterwards in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, cried 
out upon the Croſs; My Gop! my Gop! why haft 
Thou forſaken me? And none of all this for Him- 
ſelf; (for no Stain at all did cleave to his ſacred 
Soul:) But all this, (the leaſt of which, we can no 
more expreſs, than we could undergo) for thy Sake 
and Salvation alone. : And therefore ground upon 
it as upon the ſureſt Rock, even in the Heighth of 
thy Heavy-heartednefs,' and Depth of a ſpiritual 
Deſertion; that thoſe Depths of Sorrow, whereot 
we can find no Bottom through which he waded 
$74 1 
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in his bloody Sweat, Cry upon the Croſs, and 
painful Sufferings in Soul, did moſt certainly free 
thee from the Guilt and Vengeance of all Terrors 
of Conſcience, Agonies of Spirit, Temptations to 

ſpair, and Damnations of Hell: Our deareſt 
avitour hath ſatisfied to the Utmoſt, with his own 
Blood, the Rigour of his Father's Juſtice in thy 
Behalf; and therefore thou thalt not periſh: In- 
ward Afflictions, and Troubles of Mind, may for 
a Time preſs thee fo ſore, that thou mayſt be rea- 
dy to ſink; for, 1. Chaſtiſement. 2. Trial. 3. 
Prevention of Sin. 4. Perfecting the Pangs of 
the New-birth. 5. Example to others. But in 
Deſpite of the united Rage, and Policy of all in- 
fernal Powers, thou ſhalt in due Time be raifed 
again, by that victorious, and triumphant Hand, 
which bruiſed the Serpent's Head, and burſt the 
Heart of Hell; even out of an horrible Pit, be ſet 
ten a Roch, far above the Reach of all helliſh 
Hurt, or Sting of Horror. In à litile Wrath I hid 
my Face from thee, for a Moment, but with everlaſt- 
ing Kinaneſs will I have Mercy upon thee, faith the 
LoRD thy Reedemer, Ifai. liv. 8. , 


3. THERE is another terrible fiery Dart, dipt 
full deep in the very rankeſt Poiſon of the in- 
fernal Pit; which, tho' it be not much talked of 
abroad, nor taken Notice of in the World ; yet is 
ſecretly N. and managed with extreme Ma- 
lice and Cruelty, in the ſilent Boſoms of God's 
bleſſed Ones. The moſt holy Hearts are many 
Times haunted with this fouleſt Fiend. Strangers 
to the Ways of Gop, are not much troubled in 
this Kind, nor vexed with ſuch Horrors. Satan is 
not wont to wield this terrifying Weapon againſt 
them, ſave only upon ſome ſpecial Advantage; as, 
under ſome extraordinary Miſery, or in Exceſs of 
Melancholy, to drive them thereby to Self- deſtruct- 

. on, 
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ion, or Deſpair. And to this End he ſometimg 
hideouſly afflicts ſome grievous Sinner, thro'Gop's 
Permiſſion, and by Him intended to prepare him 
(tho' the Devil himſelf meaneth not /o) for the Pang 
of the New-Birth, deeper Humiliations, and more 
vehement Deſires to get under the Wings of G 
from that helliſh Vulture. Or, He may ſometime 
mingle theſe horrible Stings with the Terrors of 
ſpiritual Travail, on Purpoſe to hinder Converſion, 
by a Diverſion into By-ways, or Frighting back a- 
gain to Folly and former Courſes. But, the ordi- 
nary Objects of Satan's Malice in this Point are on- 
] thoſe, who have eſcaped out of his Hands already, 
And I know not, whether there be any of che, 
who doth not leſs, or more, at one Time, or other, 
ſuffer under this Horror. And yet every one of 
them thinks himſelf ſingular in this Suffering; and 
that it is not uſual for Gop's Children, to have 
ſuch prodigiouſly foul and fearful Thoughts put 
into their Heads; which they dare not mention for 
their abhorred Monſtrouſneſs, neither remember 
without Trembling. Now by this dreadful Engine 
of the Devil, I mean, hideous Injeftions, horribt 
Thoughts, blaſphemous Suggeſtions, monſtrous Concetts 
of the moſt holy, pure and ever-glorious Gop, his 
Word, divine Truths, the Loxp Jeſus, bleſſed for 
ever; or ſome Way, or other, about ſpiritual and 
heavenly Things; framed immediately by Satan 
himſelf, and with furious Violence thrown into 
our Minds, infinitely againſt our Wills; at which, 
not only Religion, but alſo Reaſon; nay, even 
common Senſe, ſtand aſtoniſh'd, and ſhrink back. 
Some of God's Children, are ſometimes ſo peſtered 
with their irkſome Intruſions; that whatſoever they 
ſpeak, do, hear, read, orthink upon, is wreſted, per- 
verted, and helliſhly impoiſon'd with this Temptation 
of Blaſphemy. And they are ordinarily preſt upon 
4 are bek 

exerciſed 


them with moſt Importunity, when 
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exerciſed in the holieſt Duties; as in Prayer, | 
Hearing, or Reading the Word, Singing of Pſalms» . 
and on Days of Humiliation. | 


Ix the firſt Place: For Support in ſuch a Caſe, - 
ponder well and apply ſuch Conſiderations and 
Counſels as theſe: 


1. In this terrible Temptation alſo, thou becomeſt 
conformable to thy Loxp and Maſter, and to ma- 
ny of his bleſſed Saints. Was there ever Suggeſti- 
on like this in Execrableneſs and Horror: That the 
King of Saints, ſhould fall down and worſhip the 
Prince of Hell? And yet this moſt horrible Blaſphe- 
my was injected into the moſt holy Imagination 
of Jeſus Chrift ; with which it was infinitely more 
impoſſible to be any Ways tainted, than the faireſt 
Sun-beam with the fou'-{t Dirt. But He endured. 
it and conquered: And that for our Sakes only, 
even for ſuch excellent Ends as theſe; 1. That 
when we are ſet upon by Satan in the ſame Kind, 
and ſo hideouſly aſſaulted, that upon the firſt Senſe 
ve are ready to ſink under the ſudden Fright; an 
to think, that none in the World are ſo but we; 
yet in cold Blood, we may comfortably recover 
and preſently conceive, that our Caſe is not ſingu- 
lar, and incompatible with a ſaving State; for e- 
ven the Son of Gop Himſelf ſurpaſſed us in the 
lame Suffering. 2. That He might take the Ve- 
nom, Sting, and Guilt, from this hateful and hor- 
rible Temptation, to the World's End. 3. That 
having Himſelf taſted the Devil's Malice herein, 
He might out of his own Feeling and Experience, 
more. tenderly take to Heart our Troubles and 
Terrors that Way; more mightily fortify and free 
our Spirits, againſt the Invaſion, and Surprize of 
al ſuch prodigious Injections, and Flaſhes of Hell. 
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2. IT is the concurrent. Judgment of learned, 
and holy Divines, that theſe mon:/trouſly blaſphemaus 
Thoughts, and ſatanical Suggeſtions, reſiſted and 
not conſented unto, are not o Sins, but our Cre/- 
ſes. Or, ſuppoſe there ſhould be any Taint on 
our Parts; yet, condemning them in our Judg- 
ments, and abhorring them with our Hearts, we 
may be molt aſſured, that the Blood of Jeu Chriſt 
is infinitely more PUR ane ſovereign, - to take 
away the Venom and Vileneſs of them, than 
the Devil malicious, and ſubtil to inject: There- 
fore, thou mayſt be aſſured, that they are not im- 
puted unto thee at all; but wholly ſet upon Satar's 
Score, Hence it is, and from this Ground, that ! 
have many Times told ſome, thus tempted: That 
when they have paſſed a Day, preſt upon violent- 
ly, and peſtered with the furious Intruſion of ſuch 
unutterably foul, and fearful Injections, they 
have, in all Likelihood ſpent that Day, with far 
leſs Sin in their Thoughts; and more Freedom 
from Guilt, and Provocation of Divine Anger, 
than if they had been free: [Becauſe they being ſo 
carneſtly deprecated; withſtood with ſuch Averſion 
and Lothing ; proteſted againſt unfeignedly, and 
that upon ſuch Terms, that they would rather be 
torn in Pieces with wild Horſes; die ten Thouſand 
Deaths; do, or ſuffer any Thing, rather than yield the 
leaſt Aﬀent, or Approbation thereunto: They are 
then, I ſay, not heir Tranlerefiens but Aictions; 
not their Iniguities, but Miſeries. Nay, and fur- 
ther for their Comfort, if they ſhould be haunted 
by them, untill their ending Hour which Gop for- 
bla); yet cleaving cloſe unto the LorÞ Jeſus, hat- 
ing all Sin, and having Reſpect to all Gop's Com- 
mandments; they are not able at all, ary Whit to 
hinder, hurt, or prejudice their ſpiritual State, and 
cverlaſting Salvation. f 
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3. Every Servant of Chri/t hath his Share in 


ſome Affliction, and is made, in ſome Meaſure, 
comformable to him in his Sufferings. Thoſe, who 
have the Reins laid, and left upon their Necks, 
without Curb or Correction, are Ba/tards, and 
not Sons. 2 may, as the Hely Gheſt tells us, 
proſper in this World, and paſs peaceably out ot 
it; but when all is done, they are undone everlaſt- 
ingly. But it is not ſo with the Servants of Gon. 
He ſcourgeth every Son, whom He receiveth. He bath 
only one Son without Sin, none without Suffering, 


faith an antient Father. 


Bur here take Notice, that in this Diſpenſation 
of Fatherly Corrections amongſt his Children, He 
ever, out of his unſearchable, mercifulWiſdom, ſin- 
ples out thoſe, which are the fitteſt for their ſpiri- 
tual Good. And therefore, both for the Kind, and 
Particular , let us ever humbly, and thankfully 
ſubmit, and wholly refer ourſelves, to the Sweet 
and JViſe Diſpoſing of our moſt Loving Father: 
Who knows beſt, what is beſt for us in ſuch Ca- 
ſes; both in Regard of his Service, and our Suffer- 
ings; his Glory and our Gain; what we are able to 
bear; how He hath furniſhed us before-hand with 
ſpiritual Strength, to go through Temptations and 
Troubles; what ſpiritual Phyſick is moſt quick, 
and operative, and fitted to the Prevention, Cure, 
and Recovery of our Sickneſſes; how wiſely to 
e in Reſpect of Meaſure, Time, and 

orking; and when his Hand is heavy upon us 
in one Kind, tenderly to take Care, that we be 
not oppreſt with other Extremities allo. 


IT may be, our only wiſe Gop, purpoſeth to 
exerciſe us extraordinarily with ſpiritual Conflicts, 
and Troubles of Conſcience, and therefore doth 
mercifully give us m_ Proſperity, and 9 
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fort in our outward State: Or, perhaps, to afflit 


us with Variety of worldly Croſſes, and therefore 


doth ſweetly give us more Peace and Comfort in 

our own Hearts: Or, it may be, He means to 

make us eminent Objects of Diſgrace, Reproach, 
and Slander in the W 


| orld, and even from thoſe, 
who fit in the Gate, for our Forwardneſs of Zeal; 
and therefore out of a gracious Tender-heartedneſ, 
gives us both more Calmneſs in Conſcience, and 
Eontentment in outward Things: Or, perhaps, 
He may lay all theſe upon us; ſuffer us to be tried 
with ill Tongues, with Troubles without, and 
Terrors within; why then undoubtedly, hrs Grace 
Hall be ſufficient for us. So wile, ſo mereiful 
is our bleſled Gop. Only, 1. Let us take Heed 
{though in our own Apprehenſions and Miſdeem- 
ing, we may pretend never fo plauſibly), that we 
never preſcribe unto Him; how, in what Kind, or 
Meaſure He ſhould aMiCt us. 2. That we never 


| ward, or put off any Blow from his own heavenly 


Hand, Men, or Creatures, with the Wound of 
Conſcience; never decline any Ill, by ill Means. 
3. That we learn, and labour to profit by, and 
make the right Uſe of, all his Corrections. 4. And 
ever 4 20 7 the Glory of his Mercy, and Wiſ 
dom, in ſparing us any Way; his tender-hearted 
Obſervation where we are weakeſt, and not ſo able 
to bear his ſeverer Viſitations; but eſpecially, that 
He ever pitches upon that Affliction, which doth 
our Souls moſt Good; and ſerves moſt punc- 
tually to procure and promote the Soundneſs and 
Flouriſhing of our ſpiritual State. 


WELL then, ſince our moſt holy Gop deals 
thus with all, that are not damn'd; to wit, . ſorts 
out unto them, - thoſe ſeveral Croſſes and Correc- 
tions, which, out of his unſearchable Wiſdom, 
and the ſpiritual Neceſſity of their Souls, He 1 
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moſt fit to keep them humble, and obedient; take 
thou up in good Part, this Croſs of thine, while it 
pleaſeth God to exerciſe thee with it, as thy Por- 
tion. Others, though free from this, yet have their 
proper Portion; and that, perhaps, in a bitterer 
Cup, and from a more ſmarting Rod. It may be, 
it goes well with thee in other Reſpects; in which 
wert thou croſſed, the Phyſick would not take, nor 
work ſo kindly. Our all-wiſe, heavenly Phyſician 
knows this dreadful Dart will only do it. Who 
knows whether, if thou wert not haunted with 
theſe foul Furies, I mean, furious Injections of the 
Devil, thou mightſt grow Worldly, Lukewarm, 
Paſſionate, Proud, Secure, or ſomething which 
Gop would not have thee, and would be infinitely 
for thy Hurt. Be thou therefore patient under 
them, humbled by them, make a holy and pro- 
htable Uſe of them; comfort thyſelf in them, by 
theſe Conſiderations here recommended, and learn, 
how to behave thyſelf about them, by the follow- 
ing Counſels : 


4. As at their firſt Approach, thou oughteſt to 
ſtir up, and ſteel thy Heart; to improve the Strength 
of all the Powers of thy Soul, to make a might 

and forcible Reſiſtance; lifting up at the ſame In- 
ſtant thy Heart, in a bitter Complaint, againſt the 
Cruelty and Malice of the Adverſary; a ſtrong Cry 
for the Rebuking of him, with extreme Deteſta- 
tion of all ſuch Deviliſh Filth; ſo take Heed, that 
thou never revolve in thy Mind, or muſe upon 
thoſe his blaſphemous Temptations. But ſay with 
Luther, a Kite, or Cormorant may fly over my 
Houſe, but ſure, ſhall never rooſt there. Or, as 
another; a ravenous and hateful Bird may begin to 
build a Neſt in mine Arbour ; I cannot hinder 
it; but I will never fail to pull it down, as often” 
as ſhe begins. The Devil will inject, whether thou 
YR L'3 wilt 
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wilt or no: But reſolve to ſuffer them by no Meang 
to have any Reſt in thine Imagination, and take 
thou this Advice, which hath proved ſovereign and 
helpful, to beat back and banidh theſe Temptations, 
Suppoſe thou art a Miniſter: The Mind of every 
Man of Gop, in/firufed to the Kingdom of Ha- 
ven, is, as I ſuppoſe, ſtill digging in the rich Mines 
of Divine Truth; diving into the great Myſtery of 
Chriſt: Ever diſcourſing, or doing Something for 
the Advancement of the Work of the LoR D. Now 
then, upon the firſt Propoſal of theſe monſtrous and 
hideous Thoughts, preiently divert, and reſort to 
the hardeſt of all thoſe Irons thou haſt in the Fire, 
if I may fo ſpeak; and that which hath Need of 
moſt Hammering; I mean, to the moſt difficult 
and weighty Points, of all thoſe ſeyeral ſpiritual 
Buſineſſcs, thou hadſt laſt in thy Brain; and ſingle 
gut that Particular, which did moſt puzzle, and 

ut thy Underſtanding to it, And when the 
Yrength of thy whole Soul is employed about them, 
not only other impertinent Wanderings, but theſe 
idle _ irkſome Injections alſo will more eaſily va- 
niſh, and be gone. Let others alſo proportionably 

pon fuch — . beſides other Helps, have 
ps to the moſt troubleſome Part of their ho- 
neſt Einployments. 


5. In Temptations of this Nature, never ct 
+ thyſelf to diſpute with the Devil; he is an old So- 
phiſter of above Five Thouſand Years ſtanding in 
the School of hideous Temptations, and helliſh 
Policies, and thou art but a ſimple Novice. - He 
hath many Methods, Devices, and Depths, which 
thy ſhallow Forecaſt cannot palſy fathom., Di- 
rect Oppoſition by Reaſons, and Replies, ſtirreth 
up the outrageous Blaſphemer to grow more furi- 
ous; And hereby we give him greater Advantage; 
more Matter of Moleſtation and Miſchief; and: 
2 8 may 
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may plunge ourſelves into a Maze of Horror, and 
confuſed Diſtractions. Our bleſſed Captain, Chrift 


— may be a Pattern for us in this Point. When 


was tempted, to fall down and worſhip Satan, 
He reaſoneth not the Cafe, but repels him, with 
vehement, extraordinary Deteſtation and Diſdain: 
Avoid Satan. It will therefore be our beſt Wiſ⸗ 
dom, at ſuch a Time to turn from him; and as 
Hezekiah ſpread Sennacherib's blaſphemous Letter, 
ſo to lay open his Fury before the Loxp; crying 
mightily unto Him, and entreating Him, even for 
his own Honour's Sake, to vindicate the Purity of 
his great Majeſty, and Excellency of his unſpotted 
Glory, from this horrible Villainy of his damn'd, 
vileſt Creature; that He would caſt it, as Dung, 
upon the Tempter's Face; and in the- Paſſion and 
Blood of Cbriſt, free fully, and forever, our poor 
Souls, trembling under the Hideouſneſs of his Ma- 


lice and Cruelty, from the Guilt, Stain, Terror, 


Blaſphemy. 


In that other terrible Temptation alſo, to Self 
. many much wrong themſelves this Way. 
n managing this fiery Dart, the Adverſary deals 
by Way of Argument too, and preſſes Reaſons, 
ſuch as 2 upon the Tempted; ſometimes 
extremely abſurd, eſpecially, if the Party be ſome- 
thing more ſimple and ignorant; ſometimes exceed 
ingly ſubtil, if- he be of better: Underſtanding and 
Capacity. As thus: It is ſoon done, and the Pain 
quickly paſt. Thou art like thus to languiſh, and lie. 
in Miſery all thy Life long. The longer thou liveſt, 
the larger will be the Score of thy Sins, and ſo thy 
Torments in Hell more horrible. Do what thou canſty 
thou wilt be damm d, when all is dne. Now in this. 


Caſe, if thou debate the Matter with the Devil, 


and begin to confer , thou art like to he more and 
A more 
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more confounded, and entangled with inextricable 
Aſtoniſhments, and Danger to be utterly undone, 
But according to the Practice of thy Lord and 

aſter, who hath begun unto thee in this bitter Cup, 
who i Affiifted in all thy Aflictions, and ever ſtands 
by thee as a victorious Commander, and Conquer- 


or in all ſuch Aſſaults; firſt, abominate and beat 
back this baſe and bloody Motion, crying, with 


infinite Indignation and Loathing: Avaunt, Satan: 
And then immediately lay hold on the Sword. of 
the Spirit, and keep him at the Point of it; and 
then affuredly, all the Devils in Hell cannot hurt 
thee. Tell him, that againſt his vile and villain- 
ous Suggeſtion, and all the Subtilties and Sophiſtry, 
with which he ſeconds it; this is thy only Anſwer, 
even the preciſe, holy, and everlaſting Counter- 
mand of his, and thy Creator, the mighty Lozp 
of Heaven and Earth; Thou ſhalt not Kull. 


Now, if it be a crimſon and crying Sin to kill 
another; and faſtneth ſuch a deep, and expiable 
Stain upon the Face of the whole Kingdom, that 
it cannot be razed out, but by the Blood of him that 


ed it; How execrable, and heinous then is this; 


and what Depth of Hell, and Heighth of Horror 
doth that abhorred Miſcreant deſerve, who makes 
away himſelf? For the Rule of Charity, whereby 
we "Ho one another, is proportioned by that Cha- 


rity, whereby a Man loves himſelf. If the Devil 


be able to diſannull the moſt abſolute, perfect, and 


juſt Law of the AA High; if the Prince Dari- 


neſt can reverſe this Law of the Fatber-of Lights; 

hou ſhalt not Murder; thou mayſt well ſay, thou 
wilt then think of another Anſwer. But, till that 
be, which is impoflible ever to come to paſs; thou 
wilt rather lie in the Miſeries of Hell upon Earth, 
than, breaking Gops bleſſed Law, go down into 


the Grave in a bloody Coffin, made by t 8 


——_=”_<_ﬀu_ __nr_ —_—_— - WW YTV., TT CT 


Aided Consciences. 285 


Hands, only at the Devil's Bidding. Can this 
Madneſs ever be matched; for a Man, beſides Se- 
vering the Soul from his Body before the Time, by 
a more heinous and unnatural Villainy, than Mur- 
dering of his own Father, (foreveryMan is na 

next unto himſelf;) and ſending it ſuddenly, 
Gore-blood, by becoming his own Butcher and 
Hangman, unto the dreadful Tribunal of the all- 
powerful Gop; the moſt certain, and ſevere Re- 
yenger of all Bloodſhed; to bring alſo Abundance 


of unneceſſary Shame, Grief, and hopeleſs Mourn- 


ing- upon Friends, Kindred, Huſband, Children, 
Parents; a reproachful Stain and Brand, upon 


Houſe, Name, and Poſterity; and that merely at 


the Inſtance of the Areb- murderer, thy mortal, and 
immortal Enemy; againſt Senſe, Reaſon, Nature, 
Religion, Scripture, Go p's direct Command to 
* 3 Heathen Philoſophy, Heaven, 
an | | 


6. Avorp Idleneſs, Solitarineſs, and too much 
Secreſy; three main Advantages for the Adverſary, 
which he watchfully apprehending, -and plying in- 
duſtriouſſy, works a World of Miſchief upon af- 
flicted Souls. Idleneſs lays a Man open to all hell- 
iſh Snares and Temptations; makes the Heart, like 
unmanur'd Ground, fit for nothing, but the ran 
Weeds. Solitarineſs, beſides its native Property 
and Power to encreaſe Melancholy, and aggravate 
Fears, doth in this Cafe, more than any, bring an 
heavy Nor. Woe to him that is alone: For if the 
weak Chriſtian fall, he hath not another to help him 
1%. He may there be ſurpriſed, and foil'd, before 
he get into ſuch Company,.as might have ſupported 
him in the Temptation. Secreſy and Conceal- 
ment may cauſe. the Wound of a terrified Conſci- 
ence, to bleed inwardly, rankle, feſter, and grow 


deſperate; whereas ſcaſonable Diſcovery mes 
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have cured it. Horror ariſingfrom the Apprehenſ. 
on of ſuch uncouth and monſtrous Thoughts, kept 
cloſe damm'd up in the Man's own Breaſt, may 
"ſwell fo high, that the poor Soul may be in great 
Danger to be overwhelmed by it; which had it 
eaſed, and emptied itſelf into ſome holy and faith- 
ful Boſom, might by diſcreet Counſel, by little 
and little, have Tried up quite. 


I have known him, who kept cloſe in his Boſom, 
this Temptation of Blaſphemy the Space of about 
twenty Years. All which while, the Devil did ty: 
rannize extremely, and keep him in continual Ter- 
ror. He thought there was never Man had ſuch 
vile, and prodigious Thoughts, as he: And if the 


World knew what they were, he ſhould be abhor- 
red as a Monſter, and the loathſomeſt Creature 


upon Earth. And · reupon many a Time, when he 
apprehended any Opportunity, or had any Means 
offered to make himſelf away, he was tempted there- 
unto, principally upon this Ground, That it was 
Pity, ſuch an horrible Blaſphemer ſhould any long- 
er breathe. But at laſt, hearing the Nature, Man- 


ner, and Remedy of ſuch hideous Injections dif- 


covered by the Miniſtry; afterward privately in- 
forming himſelf further, and more fully from Gop's 
Meſſenger, was happily taken off the Rack for the 
Time to come, and moſt wonderfully refreſhed. 
And therefore take Heed of keeping the Devil's 
Counſel, The Tempted, in this Kind, may do 
well, to be ſtill converſant in religious Duties, ho- 


neſt Works of their lawful Callings, Company of 


ienced Soul-Phyſicians, or one or other com- 
fortable Employment. 5 


7. SETTLE in thy Heart, a peremptory, im- 
| able Reſolution, never to cntertain any Con- 
ceit of that great Majeſty of the moſt holy and 
© : cycr- 
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eyer- bleſſed Trinity, but ſuch only as is revealed 

in Gop's Book. Whatſoever is objected by car- 
nal Reaſon to the contrary, or injected by the De- 
ul, reject as curſed, falſe, * execrable. And 
b therefore, when that helliſh Nimrod ſhall at any 
Time chaſe thine affrighted Soul, with theſe blai- - 
" MW phcmous Hell-hounds; be ſure ever to take Sanc- 
mary in the Oracles of Go p, and keep thee cloſe 
and ſafe under this Covert. Whatſoever is not com- 
preheuded within the Confines of that ſacred Pale, 
warranted by Holy Writ, the ſovereign Touch- 
ſtone of all heavenly Truth, let it be abhorred, and 
retorted upon the Lempter. | 


. AxD for further Help herein, when thou findeſt 
thyſelf followed with the violent, and inceſſant In- 
curſions of this furious Folly ; call often, and ſeri- 
ouſly to mind, that accurſed Brand, which the 
Book of Gop hath ſet upon the Adverſary, that 
he is the Father of Lies; and let that ſtill continue 
a more reſolute Rejection and Contempt of what- 
ſoever comes from him. Let him ſuggeſt hideous 
Conceits of thy deareſt LoxD; (Ah, curſed Fiend! 
that ever thou ſhouldſt diſcover ſuch prodigious 

Malice againſt thy glorious My) yet Gop in- 
„ finitely forbid, that this ſhould cauſe any Diminu- . 
tion at all of thy lowlieſt, molt reverent Adoring ſo 
de creat a Gov, And whenſoever that moſt implaca- 
„ble Enemy to Gop's Glory, and the Good of bis 
's If Children, ſhall go about to pervert, by his blaſ-_ . 
phemous Injections, thy ſober Conceptions of the 
„rice glorious, and eyer-bleſſed Deity; trample 
upon his helliſh Spite; appeal unto God's righte- 
* ous Throne, with Proteſtation of thine Innocen- . 

7 damning them unto the Pit of Hell in thy. 
Judgment; and hating them, not without Horror, 
dom the very Heart; and fo truly reſiſting them, 
nd crying mightily unto GO p for Pardon, wherein 
FINE et Sha ſoever 
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ſoever thou ſhalt fail about them; and for Power 


againſt them; and then poſſeſs thy humble Soul in 
Patience and Peace, 


8. BRING humbled by them, making an holy 
Uſe of them; peruſing, and applying the Con/ider- 
ations and Counſels in Hand, for Comfort in them, 
and Conqueſt over them ; do not by any Means 
continue to afMi& and torture thy Spirit about 


them. Let them now paſs away. Abandon them, 
with an holy Deteſtation, without any Diſmayed- 
neſs and Terror; as moſt unworthy of any longer. 
Taking to Heart; much leſs of that Carking and 


Trouble, as to terrify and diſable thee for a chear- 
ful Diſcharge of thy Calling. Divines hold even 
godly Sorrow unſeaſonable, when it unfitteth the 
y or Mind to good Duties. Let not then theſe 
helliſh Diſtractions diſhearten thee. Leaſt of all, 
let them fo prevail, as to fill thine Heart with Hor- 
ror and Doubting, whether ſuch monſtrous Injec- 
tions be incident to a ſaving State; and ſo put thee 
into a Habit of heavy Walking, and ſecret Sadneſs, 
by queſtioning the Soundneſs of thy Converſion : 
Procurement of which Miſeries and Moleſtations, 
is the Advetfary's only Aim: For fo immeaſurably 
malicious is He, that if he cannot plunge thee into 
everlaſting Flames in the World to come ; yet will 
he labour to keep thee upon the Rack, and in as 
much Terror, as he can, all thy Life long. Suffer 
then this Advice to fink ſeriouſly into thy Heart. Be- 
ing rightly informed, and directed about them, let 
them no loogit aſtoniſh thy Spirit; detain them 
in Horror; hurt thy Heart, or hinder thee in any 
Duty to Gop, or Man; or in an humble, com- 
fortable, and confident Walking with thy Gon, 
as thou art wont; or'of thy former ſweet Com- 
munion 9 Chriſt. And the rather becauſe, 
. It is the Tempter's carneſt Ends to put theſe 
vexing 
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yexing Perplexities upon thee. 2. The more thou 
art troubled with them, the more violently will he 
preſs them upon thee. 3. They are not thine, but 
his Sins: He alone muſt anſwer for them, at that 

eat and laſt Day. It is his malicious Madneſs, of 
4 ch a prodigious ee as is only fit for a Devil: 
That he may trouble thee temporally, he mightily 
aggravates his own eternal Torment. 


lx the ſecond Place, Let me tender unto thee 
in Antidote; which hath been found ſovereign 
and ſucceſsful this Way: And which is this: 

the tempted Chriſtian labour to extract, by 
Bleſfings of God, ſome ſpiritual Good, out of 905 
horrible Hell of theſe moſt hateful, bm 
blaſphemous Suggeſtions. And if Satan once fee, 
that thou ſuckeſt Honey out of his Poiſon; Medi- 
cine out of his Malice; he will have no Heart to 
90 on; no Courage or Content to continue the 
Temptation. 


TAKE it in the Senſe, if not in the tmeWords, 
without . or Enlargement, as it hath 
been ſucceſsfully appl thoſe that have labour- 


b 
ed under ſuch perplexing * Spiteful 


and malicious "Fiend! curſed Enemy to Heaven 
and Earth! by the Mercies of Gop, thou ſhalt 
not hurt me hereby. Thy baſe Injections, tend- 
ing to the Diſhonour of my Gop, and my Chriſt, 
ſhall make me: 


1. More hate thy infinitely hateful, and re- 


vengeful Malice, againſt that 5 and 
* Majeſty. 

2. Wir n more ger Dears adore 
and love the Glory of my Gop, and my Redeem- 
tr.” For the more excelive and endleſs I feel thy 

Vox. VIII. Spite 
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Spite againſt Him; the more I know is his Excel- 
lency and Worth. 


3- To pray oftner, and more fervently, that 
Gop would rebuke thee, and caſt this extreme 
Malice of thine upon thine own Face. 


4. To be ſtill more humbled under the Hand 
of my mighty LoRD, becauſe I cannot be more 
humbled, and with more Reſolution and Abhor- 
rence, chominate and abandon ſuch helliſh Blaſ- 


phemies of thine (for I am ſure th oy are none of 
mine) into the Bottom of that darkeſt Dungeon. 


5. To take up a ſtrong Argument and Anſwer 
againſt another of thy curſed Injections, tending 
to Atheiſm. Becauſe I moſt plainly and palpabl 
2 Thee, an inviſible Spirit, caſting into ol 
gination, ſuch horrid Thoughts, which cannot 
pofibiy ſpring from any Power of mine own Soul: 
now thereby, and aſſure myſelf, that there is 
alſd an Infinite,” moſt Wiſe, and glorious Spirit, 
which created both me and thee, who will in due 
Time, chain thee up forever, in the Pit of Hell; 
and bring me, by the bleſſed Merit of his only 


Son, into the Boſom of his own Glory. 


6. To confirm mine own Heart, with ſtronger 
Aſſurance, that I undoubtedly belong unto Gop. 
For thou well knoweſt, and ſo doth mine own 
Soul, that thou never troubledſt me with theſe 
blaſphemous Thoughts, while I lay dead in Sin. 
Then thou, being the ſtrong Man, poſſeſſedſt me 


wholly, and all was quiet; but being reſcued by a 


—_— than thou; thou followeſt me with theſe 
Yellings of that infernal Pit. 


7. To 
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7. To take Notice of ſome ſpecial Corruption; 
Paſſion, or ſpiritual Diſtemper in one Kind or o- 
ther; over which I have not watch'd enough. For 


I am perſwaded, my Gop, out of his merciful 


Goodneſs, intends ſome ſuch Good unto my Soul, 
by enlarging thy Chain, and ſuffering thee -at this 
Time to afflict me in this Manner. I have not 
been ſo ſenſible of thy other "Temptations, far more 
enſnaring, though not ſo terrifying; and therefore 
my gracious LoRD may ſuffer this, that I may be 
throughly advertiſed, what an Adverſary I have; 
and more quickened to an univerſal Watchfulneſs 
againſt all thy Methods, Deviſes, and Depths. 
Something hath too often ſtolen my Heart from 
that full 13 to holy Duties, which was due, 
and that even upon the LoR D' Day. And I can 
now remember, that I have not watched over the 
many Wandrings of my Imagination; but given fo 
far Way unto them, that they have juſtly brought 
upon me an uncomfortable Deadneſs, Barrenneſs, 
and Indiſpoſition, in the Uſe of the Ordinances : 
And therefore in great Mercy, the moſt wiſe Gop 
goes now graciouſly about to correct, and morti- 
ſy the Vanity, Worldlineſs, Diſtractions, and Miſ- 
employment of my Thoughts; even by the Ter- 
rors of theſe thy helliſh Injections. And by the 
Help of Gop, I will follow-the Meaning, and Con- 
duct of his holy Hand for a right Uſe of them, and 
Attaining that happy End, which He doth fo mer- 
cifully intend. 


8. To gather Skill, Experience, and Dexterity, 
for the Reviving of Others hereafter, hanging down 
the Head, and maliciouſly haunted in the ſame 
Kind; by diſcovering unto them thy Malice, the 
lovereign Methods I have met with, and the Good 


Igained to my Soul thereby, thro the Help of that 


Almighty 
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Almighty Hand, which can turn the darkeſt Mid- 
night into the brighteſt Morning. 


Mrnixks this Heaven, which by Divine 


Blefling, I extract out of thy Hell; this healing 


Virtue, which I draw from thy vileſt Venom; this 
ſpiritual Good, which I gather from thy deviliſh 
Spite, ſhould make thee weary of this Way. I 
truſt in my God, it will ſhortly cauſe thee to caſt 
away this Weapon, and quit the Field quite. And 
who would not think, were not the incredible 
- Depth of thy Malice and Madneſs, equally unfa- 

thomable; but that thou ſhouldſt the rather ceaſe ; 
becauſe theſe Suggeſtions to me, are but Croſſes 
and Corrections; but in thee, moſt outrageous 
and execrable Blaſphemies ; which will mightily 
hereaſtet add to the Heavineſs of thine everlaſting 
Chains of Darkneſs and Damnation, at the Fugg- 
ment of the Great Day. 
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General DIRECTIONS 7 4 e Mall- 
ing wit Gon. 


HRE E Properties of a compleat Chriſtian — 6 
T God's —_— is the Cauſe of all Good 


Perſonal Goodneſs brings many Bleſſings 
Religion and Righteouſneſs E together 


The true Chriſtian muſt be . 
What it is to Walk with 8 — — 
Godly Delight in it — 1 
Many Things drive us to Goo * 
Firſt Preparation to walk with Gop; not to lie 

in any Sin u_ n 
Our Boſom Sin, how knows: —_—. w_—_ 
Many deceived about it 1 rr 


Second Preparation, Self- Denia! 

Third, Live by Faith, for Juſtification, Sanctif- 
cation, and Preſervation —— 

Fourth, Specially regard ſubſtantial Matters of 
Chriſtianity 

Fifth, Prize Gop's Favour above e all Things — 

Sixth, Conſtant Meditations on Chriſt ' © — 

Seventh, Often think of the Joys of Heaven — 

itt General Direction for Walking with God, a 


conſcionable Performance of holy Duties — * 


ib. 


The ConTENTS. 
We ſhould have a right D before; not 


Page 


living in Sin 1 
A ſpiritual Behaviour in den — — bb. 
We ſhould labour for what we pray ſor — 25 
Second Direction, Decline Idleneſs — 26 


Third Direction, Being ſolitary, meditate, 
© withſtand Thoughts of Pleaſure — 
Fourth Direction, Shun Evil r 
Civil Mens Company hurtful 
Three Rules of converſing with Carnal Men 
How to converſe with good Company 
Fifth Direction, Look to thy Heart 
We mult give Account for every idle Thought— 
Gov. is glorified by our Thoughts 
We ſhould watch over our Hearts as a City beſieged 
Cruſh ill Thoughts in riſing ; nouriſh Good 
Sixth Direction, Watch over thy unruly Paſſions 
Seventh Direction, Look to thy Tongue 
A Chhriſtian falling into ill Company, muſt reprove: 
except Dogs and Swine 
Dogs and Swine who 
Adviſe in difficult Caſes 
Avoid Extreams'in | 
Reaſons for Reproof — 
Three: fold Duty in Carriage to Men 
A ſincere Heart will cenſure itſelf — 
Godly ſlandered to be chief Cenſurers 
Difference between right and N 
How the Godly cenſure 
Abſtain from Backbiting 
In what Caſes we may * of Mens Faults in 
their Abſence 
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Conference — — 
8³ a b Habe of Heavenly Mindedneſs — 
Eighth Direction, A due Conſideration of our Act- 

ions — — 4.48 
A good Action, what — A os 
Oft Viſits — — . 


Actions indifferent in Nature, not in Uſe 1 
Me ſhould not be too bold to ruſh into Company 
* Huld ſeek the Good of others in * 
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Lawful to obſerve Carnal Men with common Offices 
We ſhould prepare for Societ ty 
Concerning natural Actions 
Of civil Dealings 

Do as we would be done to : ': how to be underſiood 
In Marriage, Grace 1s. chiefly to be loaght 
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Seek Marriage by Prayer — 
And with plain — — — 
Common Duties. 1. Lovingneſs — — 
2. Faithfulneſs - — _ 
3. Patience — — 
4. Chaſtity — — 
proper Duties of an Hohand — — 72 
Duty of a Wife — — 75 
Of Works of Mercy — _ — 79 
Spiritual * — ib. 82 
—— Temporal — 80, 83 
Motives to this Duty of Mercy — — 84 
Laſt] — paſſeth on this Duty — — 85 
Gop will repay — 86 
Whole Manner of true C deferibed — 87 
Properties of unſound Converſiom — — 90 
True Change is of every Part _ — bb. 
The true Convert may have many Infirmities — 94 
Strong Aſſurance of Salvation — — 95 
In Want of Feeling. cleave to Chriſt — 97 
Bellarmine's Objection — youu Faith, an- 
ſwer d 103, 104 
A Man may ſee he hath ' Faith, How we w_ 
ow it true 99 
Difermce of a true Parkufen from a : falſe — 103 
Particular Aſſurance is drawn by 2 out 
of the Word — 104 
Sound Aſſurance breeds Delight i in the e Means — 10 
Is much aſſaulted — _ — 4 
Teſtimony of the Spirit — — — bb. 
Falſe Aſſurance hath no Doubts — — 107 
Sound Aſſurance breeds Prayer — — 108 
— Stirs up to Holineſs p 2 B — 2 
—— —- It hath many Quicknings o Pirit — 
Sound Alarance i beſt under the Croſs — 110 
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Bund Aſſurance is never felt but after Converſion 110 
Hungers to grow in Grace — — ib 
Arm againſt Spiritual Pride — — 111 
Remedies againſt Pride — — — b. 
Faithful ſhall rejoice — — 114 
True Comfort proper to humble Souls — 116 
After New Birth more Cauſe of Joy than Sorrow 117 
It is a Sin not to rejoice in the Loxp — 
What true Joy is — — _ 118 
Graces received Motives to ſpiritual Joy — 
Chriſtians charged to caſt away — and em- 

| brace all Comforts — — 121 
Nullity of Grace and Weakneſs thereof differ — 122 
Hearken to God's Truth, not Satan's Lies — 123 
Complaints of poor Souls anſwered. — — 124 
We ſhould not conſider ſo much our Deſerts, as 


God's Mercy — — — bb. 
God's Mercy exceeds our Sins — — 125 
God forgives all Sins as freely as one — 126 
God's Promiſes ſure to the Penitent — 127 

Ins TRUCTIONS for comforting Affiited 
CoNnSCIENCES. 
GOD contends with Man, when Conſcience is a- 

waken'd — 130 
Man not a Comfort, but a Scourge to o himſelf, at 

ſuch a Time — — 13k 
Affliction of Soul exeeds all others 132 


The Children of G OD, by their Complaints, 
have diſcovered the Terrors of a wounded 


" Conſcience 133 
The Gracious Deliverance of ſeveral diſtreſſed 
Souls 135 
None but Gop can heal the wounded ( Conſcience 137 
Sin moſt hateful in G O D's Sight — 138 
It is moſt foul — we; ID. 
Its Effects are moſt fearful 139 
The Apprehenfion of the Majeſty « of GOD, 
mould reſtrain us from Sin — — 1 1 
So likewiſe ſhould a Conſideration of the Souls 
Immortality — — 4 
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The Blood of Chriſt n to un- 
wounded Conſciences — 145 


The Prophets ordinary Manner of Preaching — 146 
The Method of Chriſt au his ale, in the 
Miniſtry — 147 | 


— of Ancient Divines —— — 148 
—— of Modern — — 149 
The fearful Fault of Dæcuberr — — 153 
Advice to thoſe who have to deal with Souls — 154 


In dealing with Souls, begin firſt to preſs the 
Principal Sin upon the Conſcience — — 158 
How Chriſt ſhould be propoſed to apenitent Soul 160 
A cloſe Appeal to the Sinner's Conſcience — 161 
A Diſplay of the Sufferings of Olirifſt TEA 
The Promiſes of Mercy and Pardon ſhould not be 
applied to Souls diſtreſs'd, rather on account 
of outward Trouble, than Sin — 166 
How to deal with ſuch Souls — — ib, 
Religion an efficacious Means of Ha — 168 
Melancholick Men, of all others, ſhould be encou- + 
raged to read the Scriptures, for ſeveral Re- 
ſons — 169 
The Promiſe of Mercy ſhould not be « applied to 
_ who make only a nden Confeſſion of 
in — 170 
Benefit of Speculative Knowledge in n the Thikgs 
of GOD — 172 
The Promiſes ſhould not be applied te to one con- 
vinc'd only of ſome one no:orious Sin — ih. 
The Miniſter that does ſo, guilty of Spiritual 
Bloodſhed 173 
* Things excuſe a particular Confeſſion of 
in 17 
How to deal with a Soul convinc'd only of ſome | 
one Sin — ib. 
The Promiſes ſhould not be applied 1 raſhly to a 
notorious Sinner upon his Death - Bed — 176 
No Judgment can be formed of a Man's Spiritual 


State, by the manner of his Death — 178 
The Righteous do not die all alike w TY 
Neither the Wicked _ — 181 


The 


The Cox rENTS. 
pa 
The Spiritual Phyſician mud ot apply the Oil of . 


Comfort too ſoon | — 183 
Mr. Greenham's Method of dealing t wah Souls -- 
different from Dazwber, — — 184 
Calvin's Directions for quieting Conſciences — 18; 


Objection of a troubled Soul anſwered —_187 
Great Caution to be uſed with regard to Souls — 18g 
How to ſpeak to the ſpiritual Patient — 190 
Times for renewing, our Repentance — 192 
Repentance mult be continued — — 194 
Two Errors to be avoided in the preſent Caſe — 195 
How a Soul ſhould a2 that is i * | 
by the Miniſtry — 197 
How, os] the Anguiſh of che guiley ( / Conlcience 

is ou — 198 
Caution againſt Hypocriſy — 1 

© When — to Goo, condder what thou Y | 

Caution to Miniſters in n 
Many Souls deluded by an anable Recovery _ 

out of Terrors o — — 203 
Several Paſſages out of the Pangs of a wounded 
.d 8 

e firſt one; ir — — 204 

The ſecond; Carnal 1 Delights — — bb. 
The Methods Satan uſes to promote this — 205 


The third wrong Paſſage; 3 of * 
miſes 


Miſtaken Converſion of Carnal Profeſlors mie 208 
Miniſters often to blame in this Matter — 209 
The right Paſſage out of the Pangs of the New 
Birth — — 210 
The Degrees thereof 4 — — ib. 
The Name of the Lord ſhould be conſidered — 214 
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Ohjection of Sin — 215 
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from Sin — ib. 
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Duty 8 — — 217 
; The 
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The Seventh, to that of Notoriouſneſs of Sin — ib; 
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Conſideration of God's Proceeding in n Mercy and 
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— 2 
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| — 268 


New Obedience quickened by it in three nere 269 
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